
 



This booklet was compiled by the Awareness Office, Environmental Services of DARDLEA). 

It is developed as a capacity building resource for Environmental practitioners and landowners. 

The aim of the booklet is more than just making readers aware of the ecosystems and species 

of conservation concern in Mpumalanga. It aims to encourage Environmental Empowerment 

that promotes attitudes, behaviour and action conducive to a culture of environmental 

sustainability. 

 

The booklet does not claim to be complete and all-inclusive. The following factors guided us as 

to what information to include and what to exclude: 

• Availability of relevant, credible and current research 

• Examples of species across different taxonomic groups 

• Specific environmental realities and challenges of Mpumalanga Province with regards to 

ecosystems and species of conservation concern 

 

The Awareness Office made every effort to ensure that the information used in the booklet is 

accurate and as recent as possible. (December 2017) 
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1. Overview 

 

It is only through knowing and understanding what species of conservation concern are, that we can 

develop a greater sense of care and ownership towards them. This understanding is vital if we are to try 

and relay their importance to others, or defend them from any injustices if we are called upon to do so.   

Biodiversity conservation is still a relatively new science in South Africa, and is progressing quickly from 

the academic stages to the applied and operational stages. What we now require are more interpretive 

field guides, such as this one, that will support the translation of theoretical science into action. The 

concepts of “rarity”, “threatened” and “endangered” are similar, yet fundamentally different, and they are 

often confused by both the public and professionals, which makes the contribution of this booklet so 

important. The Species and Ecosystems of Conservation Concern booklet is easy to understand and 

provides a clear explanation of these and many other related terms, with examples from Mpumalanga. 

The examples cover different levels of threat across a range of taxonomic groups. 

This booklet is comprehensive in that the chapters move progressively from the introduction of Red Lists, 

threatened species and threatened ecosystems, through to detailed examples from Mpumalanga. 

Importantly, it then looks at supporting legislation and conventions before bringing the message directly 

home to each of us: what does this mean for us individually and what can we do to help? This section is 

also directed towards farmers and the important role they can play in protecting species and ecosystems 

of conservation concern. Lastly, the booklet provides an extensive list of online resources covering all 

aspects of what was discussed and presented in the booklet, and more. 

It has been a privilege to play a small role in such an important booklet, and I am sure that those reading 

this booklet will now be in a stronger position to be advocates for those species and ecosystems most at 

risk. 

Dr Mervyn Lötter 

Control Scientist: Biodiversity Planning, Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


