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(NEWS FROM
MARCH AND
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LATEST NEWS
Welcome to May’s newsletter!
The current butterfly season is coming to an end in South Africa, but many of our members have
been very active in the last couple of months; May’s newsletter represents another bumper edition
– thanks to all contributors!

Corrections
Christopher Willis noticed that I’d incorrectly captioned African Grass Yellow (Eurema floricola
floricola) on page 57 as Eurema hecabe solifera.
Hermann Staude pointed out that I’d listed him as the author of Metamorphosis Part 3, whereas
this has been a team effort: I should have said Staude et al.

Butterfly – Ant interactions (Steve Woodhall)
Steve Woodhall has produced a really educational piece on the various levels of butterfly / ant
interactions titled: “Fierce Little Creatures - Butterfly-ant mutualism”.
The article, posted on the Kloof Conservancy website, looks at the many ways in which Lycaenid
butterflies interact with ants.
Fierce Little Creatures

Vuleka Butterfly Day (Mark Liptrot)
Mark Liptrot organized a butterfly-awareness day at
Vuleka Conference Centre, Assagay, KZN on 30 March.
Mark showed delegates Clive Curtis’s “Butterflies”
documentary, which was enthusiastically received and
lots of questions were asked. Afterwards, there was a
‘hands-on’ with nets, during the course of which about
15 species were caught and released.
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Frances (Fran) de Jager
29 March 2021

Jenny Norman
It is with great sadness that I write this. Fran de Jager, an
enthusiastic member of Lepsoc Africa, passed away in the early
hours of 29 March 2021. Fran was a birder and a butterflyer who
took great joy in all of God’s creatures. She was full of life and
always tried to help others. Fran was thrilled that a picture of her
had made it into Steve’s 2nd edition.
She had a bad stroke on the 23 October 2020 and never recovered from it, but sadly due to the
pandemic I wasn’t allowed to visit her. I was lucky enough to have spent the day birding with her
one week before her stroke.
My condolences to her beloved husband, Johan de Jager.
Steve Woodhall
Fran was one of the first birder-butterflyers I met when I moved
to the land of the green forests back in 2005. Along with Jenny,
Sandi du Preez and some others, she was an indefatigable field
companion who accompanied us on lots of local trips as well as
a few longer range ones. Who could forget that trip to the 2010
LepSoc Conference with Jenny and Fran vying with each other
on the lifer count? Or Fran’s reaction to her first ever Junonia
orithya madagascariensis (which was called Eyed Pansy back
then)?
Fran was always a stalwart, always happy to turn up and share with us her delight in butterflies,
birds, and nature in general. We will miss her cries of ‘gorgeous!’ when she saw something she
particularly loved. She was a very youthful lady, I was fascinated to learn that as a girl she was a
backing singer for the pop group Dickie Loader and the Blue Jeans!
It’s very sad that we’ve all seen less of one another during the Pandemic, and we hadn’t seen
Fran for some time when we heard about her stroke. She will live on in our memories…
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Stella Cockburn
Farewell, dear Fran. It was always a great pleasure to meet up with Fran on our Lepsoc outings.
Such a gracious soul. Selfless and kind. Fran had a wonderful way of showing her joy in her love
for nature and sharing in the joys and successes of others. Our sincere condolences go to Johan,
whom she loved and cared for so dearly. Rest In peace, dear Fran, it was good to know you.
Kevin Cockburn
Fran De Jager – A Goodbye. Fran just oozed enthusiasm and excitement when out amongst the
wild things! She was continually inspired by the beauty of all of creation and was always interested
in the wellbeing of her friends and colleagues. Fran epitomized kindness and caring and rejoiced
in sharing her experiences and discoveries - she was such fun to be with! Our condolences to
Johan.

Barry Mee
26 March 2021

Barry Mee, a former LepSoc Africa member, passed away on 26 March.
Barry was the innocent victim of a car accident a few weeks ago; he was
admitted to ICU but never recovered.
Our condolences to his wife Linda and family.

Vanishing butterflies

Linda and Barry Mee at their
home in Boksburg

A recent US study has uncovered a new (and possibly critical) agent in the Insect Apocalypse.
The research team concluded that butterfly numbers were declining by more than 1.5% per year,
even in areas that appeared largely unaffected by insecticides or habitat loss.
Insects seem to be disappearing in areas where autumn temperatures had risen significantly more
than summer temperatures over the past several decades, as in the U.S. Southwest. The
researchers speculated that warmer weather may disrupt the butterfly’s breeding cycle, or
negatively affect the plants they depend on.
Vanishing butterflies

Google Timelapse
André Coetzer forwarded the following link on the Highveld Butterfly Club WhatsApp page.
If you ever get into an argument regarding how humans have transformed the face of this planet,
you could refer to the Timelapse feature in Google Earth. Some of the imagery from 30 and 40
years ago is not that great, but you can clearly see how things have changed.
Google Timelapse
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METAMORPHOSIS PRINTED VERSIONS (Dave Edge)
Each year the Society publishes a scientific journal, Metamorphosis, containing all the articles that
were published on the Metamorphosis website during that year. During 2020, maybe because of
the lockdown, a large number of articles were received. This resulted in Volume 31 being split into
4 Parts. Each of these Parts are available as a printed copy or as downloadable pdf files from
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za.
A printed copy of each of these 4 Parts can be ordered via the LepSocAfrica.org website. The
prices quoted below are exclusive of postage, which is R99 for delivery via PostNet in South
Africa. If you live in Gauteng it may be possible to obtain your copy directly from Jeremy Dobson
(jchdobson@gmail.com), who has stock.
Part 1 (Normal articles)
Complimentary for Honorary Life & Sponsor members, and the South African legal depositories
(government libraries)
Pages: 160
Words: 92 584
Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-members and institutions
The first part of the printed version of Volume 31 of Metamorphosis, for the year 2020, consists of
160 pages and contains 4 editorial pages and 26 articles and notes published on the website of
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za.
The Metamorphosis publications featured in the first part of Volume 31 include seven taxonomic
articles in which descriptions of thirteen new species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera are given; five life
histories; a checklist for Mpanga forest in Uganda and description of the endemic fauna of the
Liberia-Guinea Highlands; two ecological articles on Capys penningtoni; and four articles on
behavioural observations.
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Part 2 (Tribute to Dr Martin Krüger)
Complimentary for the late Dr Krüger’s wife and children and the Ditsong Museum.
Pages: 228
Words: 106 301
Price: R 350 to LepSoc Africa members; R 420 to non-members and institutions
Part 2 of Volume 31 is a tribute to Dr Martin Krüger, and begins with a detailed obituary written by
two of his closest colleagues, Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey. This is followed by the
publication of Martin’s monumental checklist of all the Lepidoptera of southern Africa, which will be
appreciated by fellow taxonomists for decades. This checklist lists all the currently valid described
taxa (at all systematic levels) of southern African Lepidoptera, and has over 11 000 species.

Part 3 (Caterpillar Rearing Group - CRG)
Complimentary for the authors of the covering scientific article
Pages: 381
Words: 65 012
Price: R 600 to LepSoc Africa members; R 720 to non-members and institutions
This is the third publication of the CRG, where the authors publish pertinent data from each
rearing successfully completed by the CRG members. In the covering article they provide a brief
overview of the Lepidoptera-host associations for southern Africa known today, with about half of
the data coming from publications from Doug Kroon, who sadly passed away in August 2020.
This publication covers all new rearings received from January 2016 to the end of June 2019. The
authors report on a further 2 371 rearings, comprising 953 species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera,
adding 641 species, bringing the total of Lepidoptera reared by the CRG to 2 027 species.
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Part 4 (SALCA)
Free to all taxon authors and authors of the scientific article
Pages:
164
Words:
87 456
Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-members and institutions
The fourth part of the Volume 31 of Metamorphosis consists of 160 pages and a covering
(scientific) article and all the conservation assessments carried out during the Southern African
Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA) and published on the website of
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za.
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Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean Islands
A new book An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian
Ocean Islands has been produced by LepSoc Africa’s James Lawrence
and Mark Williams.
The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly
species, a large number of which are endemic to the region; this superb
book is essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies!
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased
online (in the UK) for £23.99.
James had an initial consignment of 10 copies, which have already been
sold. Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) he will import further copies for distribution in
South Africa. The final price is subject to postage and import charges, but should be about R600
or a little more.
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com

Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
The ten copies of Haydon’s book that I “imported” have been sold,
however we may well look at bringing in another batch if there is sufficient
demand.
Haydon has very generously discounted the price to R1 700; you are
effectively getting the book at its UK sale price of £80 without paying any
postage or packaging costs.
Mark Williams says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and
presented, with detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous
taxonomic revisions. The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively
revised - this is an essential book for any serious follower of African
butterflies.
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can pay me directly in Rand
and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to Gauteng residents and will make a plan with
buyers from other areas!
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Eurema hecabe paper
A paper titled “Unexpected Mechanism of Symbiont-Induced Reversal of Insect Sex: Feminizing
Wolbachia Continuously Acts on the Butterfly Eurema hecabe during Larval Development” was
published by the American Society for Microbiology. The research team was based at the Faculty
of Horticulture, Chiba University, Japan.
When the butterfly Eurema hecabe is infected with two different strains of the bacterial
endosymbiont Wolbachia, genetic males are transformed into functional females, resulting in
production of all-female broods.
In order to test this, Eurema hecabe larvae were fed an antibiotic-containing diet beginning at
different developmental stages until pupation. When the adult insects emerged, many of them
exhibited sexually intermediate traits in their wings, reproductive organs, and genitalia. This trend
was less pronounced when the diet was given to later larval instars.
The research concluded that Wolbachia-induced reproductive manipulations may be complete
before the early embryonic stage; it also provides insights into the mechanism underlying the
symbiont-induced reversal of insect sex.
Eurema hecabe

Barcoding reveals hidden species
I don’t have access to the full article, but a new paper by a team of researchers including LepSoc
Africa’s Marianne Espeland has revealed the presence of several new species in the
Hermeuptychia genus. This is widespread, cryptic genus in the Satyrinae subfamily, found in
South America.
The team sequenced 601 samples, doubling the currently available dataset and concluded that
the genus possibly contains 45 species, compared to the 11 species currently described.

Sequencing old specimens (Marianne Espeland)
A paper titled Adding leaves to the Lepidoptera tree: capturing hundreds of nuclear genes from old
museum specimens has been published by Christoph Mayer, Lars Dietz, Elsa Call, Sandra
Kukowka, Sebastian Martin and LepSoc Africa’s Marianne Espeland.
The team has developed a new method for extracting DNA sequences from old, pinned museum
specimens and successfully sequenced material up to 130 years old.
Adding leaves to the Lepidoptera tree
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Large Copper
A paper by Mark Colvin titled Extinction and hope discusses the extinction of the British Large
Copper Lycaena dispar dispar, lessons learned and subsequent attempts to re-introduce the
butterfly to the UK.
Extinction and hope

New descriptions
Mark Williams notified me about two recent papers, which were published (in French) in
Entomoligia Africana. Graphium bouyeri is a new Swordtail from the DRC, which looks similar to
G. policenes; Aphnaeus ducarmei is a new High-flyer, also from the DRC. It is similar
morphologically to A. asterius.

Afrotropical Butterflies (Mark Williams)
There have been numerous taxonomic revisions to African Hesperiidae recently. Mark has
referred to all relevant papers and updated Afrotropical Butterflies accordingly; refer to the
Publications tab on the Metamorphosis website metamorphosis.org.za

Don’t mess with Charaxes (Etienne Terblanche)
Etienne forwarded the following video, showcasing some behavioural attributes of Green-veined
Charaxes (Charaxes candiope) and Foxy Charaxes (Charaxes saturnus saturnus).
Charaxes behaviour

Danaus plexippus
Hermann Samano, a writer for Porch.com, forwarded an article titled “A Tribute To The Monarch
Butterfly: How to Turn Your Backyard Into a Butterfly Sanctuary”.
The piece is primarily concerned with the American Monarch (Danaus plexippus), but contains
some useful information regarding butterfly gardening.
A Tribute to the Monarch Butterfly

More Monarchs
Peter Ward forwarded this amazing video, showcasing the Danaus plexippus migration:
Monarch Migration
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News from Hypeninae (Hanna and Wolf-Achim Roland)
In January 2021 the book Moths of Africa, Vol 2 was published. It covers Rivulinae, Hypeninae,
Herminiinae and Hypenodinae.
In the abstract the editor, Hermann H. Hacker, states that “so far, no systematic survey of the
Erebidae in the a.m. subfamilies of the African continent ever has been made”. The huge effort
leads to one new genus and 253 newly described species plus 6 subspecies. The overwhelming
amount of information includes the notice that there are still many questions open. But a big part of
the way to tackle them has been covered.
In this article we will discuss what we can retrieve as visible information in the biggest of these
subfamilies, Hypeninae. Because our interest is not to collect, dissect or barcode moths, but to
photograph them and try to identify the species from the picture. As the book presents only photos
from samples of museums and private collections– many of them old, worn or without body - we
look for characteristics, which help to ID the species, like regional distribution, size or wing-pattern.
As with his other books on African moths, H.Hacker has shaken up the group, changing long
standing names.
There are no more Rhynchina sp.: “Rhynchina are not present in Africa or the Arabian peninsula”.
Genus Dichroma is melted into Poylpogon.
Ophiuche remains as a subgenus, no longer Genus.
One of the biggest groups in this book is the Genus Polypogon. Hacker treats Polypogon in the
broad sense advocated by Poole (1989) and Holloway (2005), waiting for a global revision.
As to date of the publication, there was not one observation of Polypogon for Southern Africa in
the South African website LEPIMAP, nor in iNaturalist.
We think we have identified the first Polypogon species in LEPIMAP (VM
708396) using the book: Polypogon melanommoides (KRÜGER 2005)
comb. nov.
Photo by Johan Heyns, Heidelberg/Gauteng.
One of the most frequent Hypena-species known under the names
Hypena obliqualis, Hypena masurialis as well as Hypena obacerralis is
now found under Hypena simplicalis: “Unmistakable, uniformly browngrey species with narrow, acute wings and straight postmedian fascia of
forewing, which runs parallel to termen”.
Polypogon melanommoides
Johan Heyns

In Hypena laetalimaior, in contrast, the postmedian line does not run
parallel to termen.
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Hypena simplicalis

Hypena laetalimaior

But Hacker writes: “The DNA barcode indicates a close relationship between H. laetalimaior and
H. laetalis and further studies are needed to assess conspecificy. The two taxa are largely
sympatric and identification of individual specimens is tentative unless supported by scientific
evidence.” The size of the two is given as 22-27 mm wingspan for H. laetalis and 26-30 mm
wingspan for H. laetalimaior. For the photographer that means: without genital-analysis, DNA etc.
there can be no correct optical differentiation between the two species.

Hypena tetrasticta

Hypena jussalis

Hypena tetrasticta has a characteristic design on forewings. We photographed the moth in the
Soutpansberg.
Hypena fumidalis has two synonyms: H. abyssinalis and H.ignotalis and is distinctly sexually
dimorphic and difficult to separate visually from H. jussalis.
Hypena jussalis: broad oblique streak from the tornal angle to the base of costa pale beigebrown.

11

Hypena cf disclusalis

Hypena lividalis

Hypena lividalis “is a small species with acute apex of forewing, olive-grey coloration and
prominent oblique postmedian fascia, but indistinct antemedian fascia”.
Hypena disclusalis is endemic to South Africa. Our observation in Zimbabwe looks very much
alike; therefore we name it Hypena cf disclusalis.
According to Pinhey, Hypena strigata is a synonym of H.fumidalis, H.commixtalis, H.abyssinalis
and H.juxtalis: In the new book H.strigata or H.strigatus are not even mentioned. Hacker states
that “Hypena commixtalis (Synonymy: H.laceratalis) is one of the most widespread species in the
Genus.

Hypena commixtalis

Also widespread in Subsaharan Africa is Hypena varialis, “characterized by the pale yellow-brown
stripe above the inner margin of forewing, which is upcurved to the nearly straight, slightly
undulate postmedian fascia and to the costa. Reniform stigma pale spotted.”
One of our specimens resembles Hypena obsitalis (formerly Pyralis obsitalis). According to
Hacker, “Hypena obsitalis is restricted to the Mediterranean region and absent from Southern
Africa; All reports in this respect concern the species: H. evamariae, H. palpitralis, H.saltalis and
H.striolalis."
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Hypena conscitalis is an Oriental species. In Southern Africa the sister species is Hypena
semilutea.
Many observations will have to be renamed!

Hypena proboscidalis ?

Zekelita tinctalis

A species well known in Europe is Hypena proboscidalis. Quartus Grobler photographed the
above shown specimen in East London. Visually it fits 100% Hypena proboscidalis. Maybe it is
another example of the “International Moths”.
The book lists 27 species plus one subspecies in Genus Zekelita/Subgenus Zekelita and 9
species in Genus Zekelita/Subgenus Conita including a total of 9 new taxa in the genus.
Zekelita tinctalis is not only one of the most widespread Zekelitas, but also rather easy to identify
thanks to its unmistakable wing pattern.
Zekelita coniodes has been often posted in the various websites. It is small (wingspan 13-17mm)
with an ivory-white ground color, which dominates the dorsal half of medium and basal fields of
forewings.
Zekelita antistropha, a sister-species of Z.coniodes, is widespread, known from many parts of
sub-Saharan Africa apart from the areas of tropical rainforests and West Africa.
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Zekelita coniodes
(Tony Benn, Botswana)

Zekelita canestriata

Zekelita antistropha

Zekelita inopinata

We observed Zekelita canestriata in Karibib/Namibia. It is a new species first described by W.
Mey from the Brandberg, Hungarob valley.
Zekelita inopinata is also a new species, which we have photographed in the Mashovhela lodge
north of Louis Trichardt, where the Holotype of this species has been collected by H. Hacker.

Zekelita poecilopa
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Zekelita poecilopa is a beautiful species, that appears in many colour variations. The pattern is
more uneven and variable. The above specimen was photographed in Leshiba/Soutpansberge.
It is quite difficult to identify all these species from the book. Once the website afromoths.net has
been fully updated, it will at least be easier to navigate the jungle of synonyms.
Literature
Moths of Africa
Edited by H. H. Hacker
Systematic and Illustrated Catalogue of the Heterocera of Africa, Vol. 2
Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae, Hypenodinae (Erebidae)
Esperiana, January 2021
Authors: Hanna and Wolf-Achim Roland.
Solingen/Germany
April 2021
Contact: wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de

UGANDA BUTTERFLY GUIDES CLUB (Rogers Muhwezi)
Rogers is the Chairperson of the Uganda Butterfly Guides Club, which currently lists about 30
members. In March, the organization travelled from Kampala to Sunbird Hill near Kibale forest,
where they camped for four days.
They were guests of Sunbird Hill, headed by Julia Lloyd and were provided with accommodation
and meals. Rogers extends his thanks to Julia and has submitted the following report:
Activity 1: Butterfly monitoring
Monitoring Butterfly species diversity, richness and abundance is a baseline for understanding the
health of a natural habitat for example a tropical rainforest. Monitoring biodiversity also helps to
identify the conservation concerns and conservation challenges such as species decline, rarity
and even species loss.
Monitoring was carried out on a 3 kilometre transect at Sunbird Hill near Kibale forest. Here we
met other guides from Bigodi and Sunbird Hill, whom we worked with during the Butterfly
monitoring along the transect.
Butterfly monitoring was carried out from 09h00 to 13h00 as this is the best time viewing butterflies
in the forest, where they feed on forest fruits, nectar from flowers and mud-puddle on the banks of
ponds. Further monitoring was also carried out from 16h00 to 18h00 to encounter species missed
in the morning. These butterflies were often feeding on figs that had fallen from the trees.
Monitoring involved observing butterflies along a transect; we used transect walks to control our
counting method. This was accompanied with photography, in order to later identify species we
couldn't immediately recognise in the forest. Identification was done by the team, with the use of
various editions of butterfly books.
In the four days of walking and counting we developed a checklist of over 140 species of butterfly,
including the Red Glider (Cymothoe hobarti).
The most abundant Butterfly subfamilies included the Swallowtails (Subfamily Papilioninae), the
Emperors (subfamily Charaxinae), the Gliders (species of genus Cymothoe, Subfamily
Limenitidinae) and the Foresters (species of genus Euphaedra).
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Activity 2: Mothing
This involved trapping moths at night, from 20h00 to 5h00. Moths were trapped using a light and a
cloth acting as a landing surface for the moths. We managed to sample four families of moths,
with the most abundant being the family Saturniidae.
Trapped moths were preserved using a freezer at Sunbird Hill. We managed to pin some of the
moths and displayed them at the collection at Sunbird Hill. This was to showcase the rich moth
diversity at Kibale, for further study by visiting researchers and for photography by tourists.
Other activities we got involved in included a visit to the Butterfly house and drawing up the Club’s
annual activities and events. For the year planner events we decided to have a butterfly week in
Uganda where everyone will be able to count and share photos of butterflies from different
locations of Uganda that is scheduled for June and July.
Julia Lloyd of Sunbird Hill has been of great help to me and William in terms of accommodation
and meals.
Participants of the moth and butterfly monitoring were:
• Nick Byaba
• William Luwaga
• Robert Bangonza
• Dillon Lloyd
• Julia Lloyd
• Silver
• Charlotte
• Rogers Muhwezi
REFERENCES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An introduction to the Butterflies of Uganda by Roger Waigh and Jonnie Kamugisha.
Butterflies of Uganda second edition by Nanny Carder, Laura Tindimubona and Charles K.
Twesigye.
What's that Butterfly? A starter's guide to Butterflies of South Africa by Steve Woodhall.
Pocket guides "Butterflies of East Africa" by Dino J. Martins and Steve Collins.
Butterflies of Tanzania
Butterflies of Gabon
Butterflies of Uganda "Kibale forest"

Also, a big thanks to Steve Collins for helping to identify some of the species.
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APPENDICES

Rogers holding a Red Glider

Knowledge sharing between
the team

Rogers showing off after
missing a Charaxes

Robert identifying a butterfly
from a scoopnet

Some of the collected moth
species

Cymothoe idomora

Charaxes porthos

Butterfly house

Reference books

Asupunta smiling for butterfly

Kibale National Park

William talking to students
about butterflies

Dillon
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List of butterflies from Sunbird Hill as per monitoring from 11 -14 March 2021 (please note
that any corrections or wrong identifications are welcome)
English name
Angular Glider
Red Glider
White Glider
Migratory Glider
Lurid Glider

Green-veined Charaxes
Pearl Charaxes
Black bordered Charaxes
Flame-bordered Charaxes
Blue-spotted Charaxes
Noble Swallowtail
Citrus Swallowtail
Broad Blue-banded Swallowtail
African Emperor Swallowtail
Mimetic Swallowtail
Green-banded Swallowtail
Mocker Swallowtail
Apple-green Swallowtail
Small Striped Swordtail
Admiral
Chestnut Pansy
Dark Blue Pansy
Blue-spot Pansy
Soldier Pansy
Little Pansy
African Leaf
African Leopard
Forest Leopard
Brown Tree Nymph
Immaculate Spirit
African Spirit
Variable Forester

Eastern Blue Nymph
Troop Commander
Painted Empress
Blind Banded Judy
Common Fairy Hairsteak
Mountain Yellow Sailer
Broad Original Club-dot Sailer
Spotted Sailer
False Sailer
Scalloped False Sailer
False Sailer
Layman

Scientific name
Cymothoe indamora
Harma theob ene
Cymothoe hob arti
Cymothoe caenis
Cymothoe herminia herminia
Cymothoe lurida lurida
Cymothoe weymeri
Charaxes porthos
Charaxes zelica
Charaxes acuminatus
Charaxes pleione
Charaxes candiope
Charaxes cynthia
Charaxes varanes
Charaxes pollux
Charaxes protoclea
Charaxes eupale
Charaxes tiridates
Charaxes ameliae
Papilio nob ilis
Papilio demodocus
Papilio chrapkowskoides
Papilio lormieri
Papilio cynorta
Papilio nireus
Papilio dardanus
Papilio phorcas
Papilio mechowi
Graphium policenes
Antanartia sp
Junonia stygia
Junonia oenone
Junonia westermanni
Junonia terea
Junonia sophia
Antanartia delius
Kallimoides rumia
Phalanta phalantha
Phalanta eurytis
Sevenia b oisduvali
Tetrarhanis ilma
Leptosia nupta
Leptosia alcesta
Euphaedra edwardsii
Euphaedra medon
Euphaedra imitans
Euphaedra preussi
Euphaedra alacris
Euphaedra rattrayi
Euphaedra zaddachii
Euphaedra ruspina
Euphaedra uganda
Beb earia ab solon
Beb earia cocalia
Euriphene rib ensis
Euryphura chalcis
Apaturopsis cleochares
Afriodinia neavei
Larinopoda tera
Hypolycaena hatita
Neptis ochracea
Neptis melicerta
Neptis saclava
Neptidopsis sp.
Neptidopsis ophione
Pseudoneptis b ugandensis
Amauris alb imaculata

English name
Common Diadem
Variable Diadem
Cambridge Vagrant
Clark’s False Acraea
False Chief
African Map
Orange Spotted Hopper
Scalloped Castor
Western Leopard
Pied Piper
Golden Piper
Blue Evening Brown
Vulgar Bush Brown
Green-eyed Vagrant
Light Bush Brown
Silver Three-ring
Savanna Grass Yellow
Glasswing
Large Vagrant
African Blue Tiger
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow
Spotted Ciliate Blue
African Grass Blue
African Migrant
Yellow Caper White
African Plain Tiger / African Monarch
Common Pathfinder
Bonasia Amber
Small Orange Amber
Dusky Amber
Elegant Acraea
Layman Amber
Elongate Acraea
Marked Rover
Black-spot Rover
Great Rover
Quirina Acraea
Ruby Amber
Lycoa Amber
Dark-tipped Amber
Kikuyu Mountain Sailer
African Clover Blue
Giant Friar
Monk
Eastern Dotted Border
Common False Wanderer
Pea Blue
African Castor
Caper White
Pioneer Caper White / Brown-veined White
African Palmfly
Swallow Pilot
West African Dotted Border
Sapphire
Ochreous Tree Nymph

Scientific name
Hypolimnas salmacis
Hypolimnas misippus
Hypolimnas anthedon
Hypolimnas monteironis
Nepheronia thalassina
Pseudacraea clarkii
Pseudacraea lucretia
Cyrestis camillus
Zenonia zeno
Ariadne pagenstecheri
Lachnoptera anticlia
Eurytela hiarb as
Eurytela dryope
Ducarmeia ansorgei
Bicyclus vulgaris
Nepheronia b uquetii
Bicyclus dorothea
Ypthima alb ida alb ida
Eurema hecab e
Ornipholidotos sp.
Nepheronia argia
Tirumala petiverana
Eurema b rigitta
Anthene larydas
Hewitsonia intermedia
Zizeeria knysna
Catopsilia florella
Belenois solilucis
Danaus chrysippus
Evena crithea
Telchinia b onasia
Telchinia uvui
Telchinia eseb ria
Acraea egina egina
Telchinia johnstoni
Acraea rogersi
Acraea macarista
Acraea macaria
Acraea poggei
Acraea quirina
Telchinia penelope
Telchinia lycoa
Telchinia perenna
Neptis kikuyuensis
Zizina otis
Amauris niavius
Amauris tartarea
Mylothris agathina
Pseudacraea eurytus
Lampides b oeticus
Ariadne enotrea
Belenois sp.
Belenois aurota
Elymnias b ammakoo
Euptera hirundo
Mylothris poppea
Iolaus sp
Sevenia umb rina
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A Wing and a Page: Moments in Butterfly Writing
(Etienne Terblanche)
This series of citations from butterfly writing will be eclectic and even wild, attending this flower
then that. The idea is to remind us of the literature that awaits lepidopterist readers, who have a
marvellously vested interest in these writings. The writings I will choose for their aliveness in their
own right but, for us guys, the vested interested adds one or two notes of intensity and glow to the
animation.
The internationally renowned novelist and authentic lepidopterist Vladimir Nabokov beautifully
states a sense that all of us have probably felt in the veld. It is from an interview with Alvin Toffler
in 1963, later the best-selling author of Future Shock, for Playboy Magazine, as reproduced in
Nabokov’s Butterflies: Unpublished and Uncollected Writings. Nabokov describes the enjoyment of
collecting butterflies: first, the capture of a new species and, second,
there is the capture of a very rare or very local butterfly—things you have gloated over in
books, in obscure scientific reviews, on the splendid plates of famous works, and that you
now see on the wing, in their natural surroundings, among plants and minerals that
acquire a mysterious magic through the intimate association with the rarities they produce
and support, so that a given landscape lives twice: as a delightful wilderness in its own
right and as the haunt of a certain butterfly or moth.
To my mind, collecting and a given landscape can live a third time. First, as Nabokov says, it
becomes alive in a heightened sense when a rarity or new beast is seen on the wing, such as
when it flits up from grass stems. Second, the natural surroundings come to heightened life as a
“delightful wilderness in its own right and the haunt of a certain butterfly or moth.” The third
coming-alive occurs when one reads marvellous words opening into the discovery and landscape,
so that observation crosses the boundary from a world “out there” into the world of inner human
experience. There are therefore three worlds intermingling and resonating here: the world of
wilderness, the world of butterflies, and the world of butterfly writing. It is to all three of these
experiential levels that I dedicate this little column—in this case, via the latter level.
1. Wallace’s Headache
Overstating the obvious, a headache surely is not a positive thing. For me, the puzzle of Russet
taxonomy does qualify as a good sort of headache to have, but that’s perhaps too nicely
metaphorical. The most spectacular real lepidopterist headache came to Alfred Russel Wallace on
discovering a new butterfly in Bacan within Indonesia in 1858-1859.
Wallace called it the Malay Archipelago, consisting of what we call these days Brunei, East
Malaysia, East Timor, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and the Philippines. Speaking of the Malay
Archipelago, in his days books were allowed great titles, such as his report of his journeys there,
from which I take the citation, entitled The Malay Archipelago: The Land of the Orang-Utan and
the Bird of Paradise: A Narrative of Travel, with Studies of Man and Nature (1869).
His description in this book of the mentioned event is a highlight of butterfly writing, offering a
special glimpse into the world of collecting, perhaps especially for the uninitiated or aspirant
lepidopterist. In the mind’s eye, one can see the fantastic, large, velvety dark and brilliantly orange
creature flapping in the gauze of his net, met with an enormously thumping heart.
Wallace is rightly viewed as the father of biogeography, and to this day Wallace’s Line, cutting
through Indonesia to divide it into two huge biogeographical kingdoms, is a benchmark and a
useful point of reference for these kinds of study. He is considered by some to be the “moon” to
Darwin’s “sun,” having played a critical role in uncovering the reality of evolution. More about his
journeys and biography on a future occasion. Let’s begin by sharing the headache, first, as written
in Wallace’s plain, lyrical prose.
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“During my very first walk into the forest at Batchian [now Bacan, originally Dutch Batjan], I had
seen sitting on a leaf out of reach, an immense butterfly of a dark colour marked with white and
yellow spots. I could not capture it as it flew away high up into the forest, but I at once saw that it
was a female of a new species of Ornithoptera or "bird-winged butterfly," the pride of the Eastern
tropics. I was very anxious to get it and to find the male, which in this genus is always of extreme
beauty. During the two succeeding months I only saw it once again, and shortly afterwards I saw
the male flying high in the air at the mining village. I had begun to despair of ever getting a
specimen, as it seemed so rare and wild; till one day, about the beginning of January, I found a
beautiful shrub with large white leafy bracts and yellow flowers, a species of Mussaenda, and saw
one of these noble insects hovering over it, but it was too quick for me, and flew away. The next
day I went again to the same shrub and succeeded in catching a female, and the day after a fine
male. I found it to be as I had expected, a perfectly new and most magnificent species, and one of
the most gorgeously coloured butterflies in the world. Fine specimens of the male are more than
seven inches across the wings, which are velvety black and fiery orange, the latter colour
replacing the green of the allied species. The beauty and brilliancy of this insect are indescribable,
and none but a naturalist can understand the intense excitement I experienced when I at length
captured it. On taking it out of my net and opening the glorious wings, my heart began to beat
violently, the blood rushed to my head, and I felt much more like fainting than I have done when in
apprehension of immediate death. I had a headache the rest of the day, so great was the
excitement produced by what will appear to most people a very inadequate cause.”

Statue in bronze of naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913) by Anthony Smith. He is looking up at a bronze model of a
Wallace's golden birdwing butterfly (Ornithoptera croesus). The statue was commissioned by the Wallace Memorial Fund and was
given to the Natural History Museum, London, where it was unveiled by Sir David Attenborough on November 7th 2013 - the 100th
anniversary of Wallace's death [source: Wikipedia].

Ornithoptera croesus, Wallace’s golden birdwing, male upper
side
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Wikipedia map showing location and shape of Bacan, as it is currently named.

Works cited:
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Wallace, Alfred Russel. 2015 [1869]. The Malay Archipelago: The Land of the Orang-Utan and the
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Aberrations
There are two great examples of butterfly aberrations this month:

Rayed Blue (Actizera lucida)
Karkloof, KZN
Jonathan Hemson

Dancing Amber (Telchinia serena)
Zimbabwe
James Wakefield
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Blouberg Ahead, I Think? (Martin Lunderstedt)
Almost 21 years to the day since my last camping expedition, I arrived at Jeremy Dobson’s house
for a camping trip in the Blouberg Mountain Range on the 18th March 2021. We left bright and
early on the N1 North towards Polokwane, Limpopo Province. Those years it was Pietersburg,
Northern Province, but the roads have remained the same except the price of the multiple ‘tollgates’.
We intended to check Chuniespoort first for Argus Autumn Widow (Dira jansei) and frolic among
the flowers there and then amble slowly towards Dr Johan Greyling’s home on the old N1. We
turned off towards Zebedelia and past the ruined citrus farms and the increased humanity that
seems to have burgeoned since democracy throughout the rural areas. The weather started off
fair but slowly turned cloudy and started to look unsuitable for collecting but the temperature
remained constant around 23° during the drive. More and more bush had been cleared and
eventually we got to the road going up into the mountains. There at least there was decent bush
but lots of cut branches were dispersed everywhere and the sound of chopping axes was heard!
Once we got to the normal Dira jansei spot, we went into the bush on the left and promptly
discovered Secucuni Shadefly (Coenyra rufiplaga) in small numbers but very fresh and a few
Dark-webbed Ringlet (Physcaeneura panda) too. Here the terrain is very overgrown with thick
grass covering loose rocks on steep slopes and soon Jeremy became a casualty of them but
slipping awkwardly and losing skin and blood on his left hand. We found that no Dira jansei were
to be found so decided to go further up the mountain towards the summit towards the TV Masts.
The weather had closed completely by now and it was around 13h30 and it was drizzling up there
when we decided to test Tubex, to hunt for the (for Jeremy at least) elusive Southern Lilac Tip
(Colotis celimene amina).

Acraea natalica
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Coenyra rufiplaga
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Telchinia burni
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

I was warned that the areas had also been denuded especially around the celimene spot as we
got closer to the stream that goes through the Pass, a lot of Pierids were flying gaily to and fro
over the road. We stopped and decided to have a try and spent the next hour or so collecting
various Colotis and cousins that were occurring there. Every Colotis known in the area was flying,
except strangely, Banded Gold Tip (Teracolus eris eris) and, you’ve guessed it, C. celimene.
Jeremy was quite pleased as he had found a White-winged Plain Tiger (Danaus chrysippus
alcippus) and we then went to have a look at the small stream that Tubex is known for. There is a
large cement wall built there now and I suspect it is there to protect the buses from driving into the
stream and not for the stream getting flooded and blocking the road. Unbelievable amounts of
Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes zoolina) of both forms were flying and it was quite interesting to
watch. The weather had been good to us down here and stayed around the 28° mark. Off we went
back to the original Pierid spot and then off to Polokwane.
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Colotis annae annae
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Gomalia elma elma
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Axiocerses amanga amanga
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Colotis ione
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Colotis pallene
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Charaxes zoolina
Tubex, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Years ago, herds of dogs frequented the Greyling household with names such as Snippy, Didi,
Jason, Sheba, etc but two generations of dogs later, their names are now Zorro, Rufus, etc and
there still is a formidable pack! Whilst enjoying the hospitality of Johan and his lovely sister
Theresa, we contacted a Tourist Guide who conducted tours around and on the Blouberg. He
gave us phone numbers of people who could help us. We intended to camp but our equipment
was heavy and the thought of climbing with all this stuff was daunting. Hopefully there would be
porters or/and a place for our vehicle.

Johan Greyling and Martin Lunderstedt at
Johan’s place near Polokwane

We spent the night wallowing in splendour, woke up to a glorious
sunny morning, had breakfast and slowly left on the main reason
for being there. Blouberg Mountain! Stopping first at a garage to
fill up, both the car and us, we travelled NW towards the first
Blouberg Mtn ahead. Needless to say this was just a hill and we
went past it towards this massive smudge on the horizon.
Phoning ahead we managed to get hold of Lucas, our middle
man for porters, and he assured us that all was well and cool for
arranging said porters and we were not to worry. They even had
a parking place reserved for us. Much enlightened we set off for
the camp site on Google.
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The mountain got bigger and bigger and I started hoping that Jeremy would get cold feet and
laugh off the climb and go to the Soutpansberg instead. Fortuitously he ignored my squealing and
like a man pushed on to our destination. The GPS took us further and further into the mountain
and soon we were following a track which did not have great clearance. Around a sharp bend we
discovered that an enterprising company had decided to make a quarry in the middle of our road.
We backtracked and started to do serious bundu bashing to get to the camp site. After about
another half hour, we had arrived at the Ivory Bush Camp. We got out, surveyed our surroundings
and spoke to the lady who seemed to be in charge. No she didn’t know Lucas, didn’t have porters
for us and even Isaac, the guy who would look after the car was a mystery to her. She didn’t even
know that there was a serious breach of their entry road further back. As there was no signal
available, I walked down the track until I received a few bars and contacted Lucas.
No, we definitely were in the wrong place and he had to try to direct us to where we would be able
to get to the new camp site. Off we went again, through more dusty roads and nondescript
surroundings and eventually came to a small sign saying Morale. Here the road forked and we
hadn’t been told about this small hiccup and couldn’t raise Lucas again. On we plunged into
darkest Africa and eventually the road just stopped. Pondering our situation this thin guy
approached and asked if we were looking for Lucas. We replied in the affirmative and he sent us
back about 800 m to where Isaac’s home was.
Once there, (10h30 in the morning) we then distributed our equipment to four porters and as like
FC Selous in days of yore, proceeded to march with much glee and abandon towards the
Mountain. The one porter, Amos told me that Chris Ficq often came there and would be there at
06h00 in the morning and be at the top by 10h00. We started to put traps up as we anticipated
vast numbers of Blouberg Forest King Charaxes (Charaxes xiphares staudei), and steadily
climbed up and up and up and up! At one point I decided we must clearly be close and then the
canopy opened up and these cliffs towered high above me and smiled down.
We then put out some more traps and I brought out my coup de grace, rotten prawns! As I opened
the bottle, even the hardened butterfly collector, Jeremy Dobson, stumbled a bit and said that if
that was what they liked, then he didn’t have a chance with just normal banana bait. It was quite
putrid and made me also gasp for fresh air.

Jeremy and porters

Martin wallowing in a pool above the
waterfall

Our camp site

24

Once done, off again and up and up. After we walked through serious thorn scrub, we entered a
huge Yellow-wood forest. About 3 hours into the climb I was sure that we were fairly close and
then, Polly Shorts arrived. I couldn’t believe that there was this steep bit so late in the walk. I
rested 3 times on this part and off again. There the climb evened out somewhat and eventually we
suddenly entered this boggy plateau. We still had to get down to the camping site so this was
about 1 km from there close to the waterfall. Wichgraf's Hillside Brown (Stygionympha wichgrafi
wichgrafi) abounded here and a strange looking Black Heart (Uranothauma nubifer nubifer) was
collected up by the entrance to the plateau.
All the way down we observed that there had been quite a bit of water in the region and once we
got to the camping site, we saw that the flood waters had been at least 1 m above the tent area.
Not reassuring! However, we set up camp and paid the porters and off they went back with the
promise that they would return in 2 days’ time. My legs were stuffed and my heels were hurting
specifically as I had omitted to bring hiking boots and wore Rockies instead. Next time I will be
better organised. It took us just over 4 hours to get there and the weather was perfect.
Almost immediately I spied a Blouberg Northern Autumn Widow (Dira swanepoeli isolata) flying in
the camp and it turned out to be a female. Jeremy also got one and caught a Blouberg Silverbarred Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus solitaria) in his traps. There was an abundance of
Common Diadem (Hypolimnas misippus), males and females, on the flowers and off we went to
set up traps.
Evening fell and we went to set up Hermann’s light trap. It became dark and we happened to walk
past one of my traps. Inside there were more red eyes glowing than a Pongolo River lagoon at
night. There were absolutely dozens of the Sundowners Moth in it. They were a pain and filled all
the traps up. The wind picked up and when we went to the light trap, there was a lot of stuff there
but the wind hampered us a bit. I hope we got some stuff for Hermann and Jeremy can now have
a pretty moth named after him and not a grey dullish thing.
The next day dawned with quite a wind blowing and a bit of cloud but we
were high up and expected it. Off Jeremy went to the Northern
Chequered Pierrot (Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis) spot and I hunted
around for some Dira. I hunted and hunted and they were very sparse to
say the least. Eventually I discovered a fairly good colony down by the
camp site but the males were worn and the few females had started to
get chips in their wings. There seemed to be a dearth of grassland
butterflies but this must be from that immense storm that went through
about three weeks ago. We think that this flood or deluge washed loads
of pupae and larvae away from the grass and only the ones protected in
the rocky outcrops were spared.
The day remained warm and great and was an absolute pleasure but I
was hurting and decided to stay around the camp site and have a swim in the pools there. I went
past one of Jeremy’s traps and it was starting to heave with Charaxes druceanus and Charaxes
xiphares. The two Charaxes we had come for. My traps had a fair smattering of druceanus and
one or two xiphares. After our ablutions this guy turned up and pretended to be looking for work
but turned out to be the elusive Lucas. He informed us that some of our traps had been stolen by
some naughty boys which incensed me as he said they were 20 plus of age. Also, the Tribal Chief
had been enquiring as to what we wanted on his mountain but we felt that he was after a cash gift
for the community but as we were employing porters from his village we felt we were sharing the
wealth around enough.
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Lucas got out his sleeping bag and promptly fell asleep just after 18h00 and immediately started to
snore. Later on Jeremy confessed that he had to put his phone’s speakers into his ears to drown
out the noise. The thin mattresses that we used were hideous and accentuated every little pebble
in the sand and we didn’t sleep very well and even less thanks to Lucas. Lucas woke around
04h00 and noisily made his way around the camp site, I think expecting us to get up and admire
the dawn with him. We tried to ignore him and he went back down to the village just after 06h00.
We had breakfast, broke camp and got ready to leave. The clouds were high cirrus which meant
that wet weather was coming and that we had had a great couple of excellent hot days on the
plateau.

Bicyclus anynana anynana
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Hypolimnas misippus (f)
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Coeliades pisistratus
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Precis antilope
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Hypolimnas misippus (f)
Strydpoortberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson
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A slice of Paradise (Lourens Erasmus)
I was lucky enough to be invited to join the Coetzer family as well as Elsa, Jan Praet, Steven Ball
and Vaughan Kwelly on a trip to the Kruger National Park, Mphapuli and the Gundani forest from
the 16th of April until the 19th of April 2021.
It was an unbelievably good trip, Vaughan and I arrived a little bit earlier than the rest of the guys
and decided to spend the first morning looking for wildlife and seeing what butterflies we could find
around the camp along the Flycatcher trail, which did not disappoint. It was here that I found a
butterfly I had been searching for, for over four years, the astonishingly beautiful Azure Hairstreak
(Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus). I immediately recognized it by its multiple red stripes and I was in
awe at how bright they were in real life. Pictures simply cannot do them justice. We also found a
whole lot of Guineafowl (Hamanumida daedalus), a couple of Autumn-leaf Vagrant (Afrodryas
leda) as well as some Sailers (Neptis species) along the path.
By the end of the walk, we decided to travel and along the Pafuri road in search of some “normal”
wildlife. We came across a wonderful encounter at a watering hole where we found four Elephants
wrestling with each other and just enjoying the afternoon sun, splashing about without a care in
the world. Butterfly wise we found a couple of Green-veined Charaxes (Charaxes candiope) near
the Pafuri picnic site busy drinking from a sap hole, a Southern White Barred Charaxes (Charaxes
brutus natalensis) and a lot of African Orange Tip (Colotis evenina evenina). It was a decent drive
back and some of the sightings included a massive herd of Buffaloes.

Afrodryas leda
Kruger Park, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus
Kruger Park, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Charaxes candiope
Kruger Park, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

The Sunday was the day I had been waiting for, my first trip to the legendary Mphapuli, and boy
was I in for a treat. I decided to go on an early morning drive as Vaughan was still sleeping,
something he is somewhat of an expert at, as most students are; and I made him super jealous as
I stumbled upon a Leopard a mere 500 m from camp, which set the tone for what was one of the
best days of my life.
Vaughan and I arrived early at Mphapuli, together with the Coetzer family and watched Andre and
Bennie set up their traps, a very interesting and profitable experience. The first butterfly we saw
was so apt, Bennie (if memory serves correctly) found a Paradise Skipper (Abantis paradisea),
which was like being welcomed into the gates of Heaven, this butterfly really does justice to its
name, a wonderful small skipper that just takes your breath away. A few moments later Andre
helped me to achieve pure bliss as he found me a gorgeous winter form Southern Gaudy
Commodore (Precis octavia sesamus), a four year wait finally coming to an end with a lovely
sighting. We kind of went our separate ways after that, with Vaughan and I exploring the nearby
fields around us, which were rich in butterfly diversity. The first thing that caught my attention was
a lovely Natal Silverline (Cigaritis natalensis), which is of course one of my favourite butterflies to
photograph, next up was a gorgeous male Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea),
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a large number of Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus) and a lovely Eastern
Cambridge Vagrant (Nepheronia thalassina sinalata) and Vaughan managed to get lovely open
wings shots of each. Elsa joined us briefly and managed to get a few shots of a female Mocker
Swallowtail, a Chief (Amauris echeria echeria) and some Azure Hairstreaks of her own. I even
managed to see my first Shade Swallowtail (Papilio constantinus constantinus) which was
something I had been hoping for all along. As the day progressed, we were left dumbstruck at the
sheer number of butterflies we encountered in such a small area, we had found over 70 species in
the field alone.

Abantis paradisea
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Precis octavia sesamus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Papilio constantinus constantinus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

By this time, we were pretty hungry and decided to head back to the original parking space to
make some bacon and egg sandwiches and then started to check out the traps, which yielded
some spectacular butterflies, including our target species the Blue-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes
cithaeron cithaeron), which is one of the most beautiful Charaxes I have ever seen. Other
magnificent Charaxes included Satyr Charaxes (Charaxes ethalion ethalion), Eastern Savanna
Charaxes (Charaxes etesipe tavetensis), Green-veined Charaxes, Foxy Charaxes (Charaxes
saturnus saturnus) and White Barred Charaxes. All of which cooperated quite nicely and gave us
opportunities to photograph them with open or semi open wings.
As the afternoon came to end, Andre led myself and Vaughan to a magical little waterfall where
we found a superb Common Mother-of-pearl (Protogoniomorpha parhassus) which allowed us to
get a rare (at least in my case) glimpse of the pink on its wings and sat still for some photographs,
other highlights included seeing my first ever Southern Friar (Amauris niavius dominicanus) near
the falls and a breath-taking Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa) in the mud on
the way back to the traps. Steven and Jan finally arrived just in time for one final check of the
traps and managed to get a few great shots in as well before we headed back to Punda Maria
after a day of pure joy and excitement, all in all we found 96 species which was truly incredible.

Charaxes ethalion ethalion
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Charaxes etesipe tavetensis
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Charaxes ethalion ethalion
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus
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The next morning Vaughan had a test, and studied until 3 am as he really wanted to do well and
finally complete his degree, the test which required him to access the internet to do it online was
scheduled for 9 am. Surprise, surprise, no internet was available at the camp which was super
frustrating as reception promised us there would be connectivity, we rushed to the casino in
Thohoyandou only for the university’s site to be compromised something which caused
considerable anger as it was almost an hour away from Punda Maria and at least another hour to
Gundani Forest which was our designated area for that day. The day went from bad to worse as
we got horribly lost along the way and eventually got stuck as the road just gave way from under
us, a mere 5 minutes away from the actual destination, something which apparently makes you a
certified Lepidopterist. It took about an hour for us to get out with the help of the nearby villagers
and fortunately there was no damage to the car, just my ego.
Fortunately, it was not all doom and gloom as we did manage to find some really beautiful
Charaxes thanks to the help of Steven and Andre’s traps. Steven’s coconut traps were super
photography friendly and the Bushveld Charaxes (Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes) in
particular could not resist them, other frequent visitors included a Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes
zoolina), Green-veined Charaxes and a few Foxy Charaxes. We even managed to get a shot or
two of the target species, Blue-spangled Charaxes (Charaxes guderiana guderiana) and a bonus
shot of a Giant Charaxes (Charaxes castor flavifasciatus). The final highlight of the trip was
seeing a lovely Buff-tipped Skipper (Netrobalane canopus) being chased around the field by a
Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus).

Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Netrobalane canopus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

All in all it was a super trip and one I would highly recommend on doing again next year as
Mphaphuli in particular is a true slice of paradise. A pure butterfly heaven!
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Little Eden (Lourens Erasmus)
I’ve always dreamt of visiting a place which had a combination of two of my favourite things,
Wildlife and the Beach all in one package. I did a little research and came across Saint Lucia, in
particular the iSimangaliso Wetland Park which led to the popular snorkelling destination of Cape
Vidal.
This was without a doubt one of the most spectacular places I’ve
ever seen, we had a seven and a half hour trip from Krugersdorp
to the Bed and Breakfast which was aptly named Little Eden,
which truly lived up to its name, the scenery was amazing as you
had an awesome field full of Swallowtails in the backyard topped
off with a lovely swimming pool and a view of the beach from the
top of the deck where we had breakfast every day.
On the first day we only explored the garden and we saw a
beautiful Southern White Barred Charaxes (Charaxes brutus
natalensis), some Dark Blue Pansy (Junonia oenone oenone), Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail
(Papilio nireus lyaeus), Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus demodocus), Southern Mocker
Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea) (my favourite butterfly), a few Boisduval's Tree Nymph
(Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali) and a rather lonely looking African Migrant (Catopsilia florella).

Charaxes brutus natalensis
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Papilio dardanus cenea
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

The second day looked to be heading for a disaster as it was raining in the morning but we
decided to go to the iSimangaliso Wetland Park in search of Elephants and Leopards, which sadly
we didn’t find, but as the rain stopped, the butterflies started to emerge and I got my first ever
open winged shot of a Angola White Lady (Graphium angolanus angolanus), a truly gorgeous
butterfly, a superb Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes zoolina) hanging out with some beetles around
a sap sucking hole right in front of the beach, an absolute explosion of Tree Nymphs, almost as
many as our annual Belenois aurota migration, a truly magnificent sight and something which I
had not experienced before. The beach was breath-taking, white sand and calm seas made for
perfect swimming conditions. The way back was just as awesome as it included some Pearl
Charaxes (Charaxes varanes varanes), African Leopard (Phalanta phalantha aethiopica), Eastern
African Joker (Byblia anvatara acheloia) and a few Broad-bordered Acraea (Acraea anemosa).
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The third day was spent at Hlungwe Game Reserve, one of our National Heritage sites, a very
lush forest awaited us, which made game viewing difficult the highlight being some Warthogs at
the main entrance. Fortunately, the butterflies were slightly more cooperative and we managed to
find my 250th confirmed species the Zulu Shadefly (Coenyra hebe). This butterfly was something
I’d only dreamed of finding before and really didn’t expect to find it in windy overcast conditions, it
was a true blessing from above. Other highlights included some Southern Red Tip (Colotis
antevippe gavisa), Natal Pearl-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes jahlusa argynnides) (the sweetest of
the lot) and a lovely pair of Spotted Buff (Pentila tropicalis tropicalis).

Pentila tropicalis tropicalis
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Graphium angolanus angolanus
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Coenyra hebe
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

The fourth and final day was truly epic, it was another trip to Cape Vidal this time in more
favourable conditions, we came across a magical little hide in the centre of the park which led to
what I’d like to call an enchanted clearing, 22 different species of butterflies all flying at the same
time in a 200 m radius was something like a fairy-tale to me, the coolest species included: Variable
Diadem (Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi), Common Diadem (Hypolimnas misippus), Purplebrown Hairstreak (Hypolycaena philippus philippus), Streaked Sailer (Neptis goochii), which were
super cute, African Orange Tip (Colotis evenina evenina) and the ever elusive Autumn-leaf
Vagrant (Afrodryas leda) (it took me over 30 attempts to get a shot of one sitting still). Caroline
even managed to find us some Southern Golden Piper (Eurytela dryope angulata) (“the varnished
butterflies”) and a very smoky looking Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus) to round off an amazing day.
In total we recorded 60 confirmed species which was pretty good considering we only had about 4
hours of sunshine.
All in all this was a fantastic trip, lovely beaches, beautiful calm seas and a whole range of
colourful butterflies waiting around every corner, a true slice of heaven for any butterfly enthusiast.

Neptis goochii
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Hypolycaena philippus philippus
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus

Charaxes zoolina
St Lucia, KZN
Lourens Erasmus
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The Eastern Cape in February (Hanna Edge)
Dave and I decided to combine a butterfly trip with a visit
to family and friends in the Eastern Cape during
February. We set off from Knysna on Monday 15
February with the idea to stop at Schoenmakerskop in,
what was still then Port Elizabeth, to look for Algoa
Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe whitei). However, a
gale force wind was blowing so we kept going towards
Ernest Pringle’s farm Huntly Glen in the Bedford district.
It rained most of the way from PE to Huntly Glen, but the
dirt road was not too bad and we made it there safely.
The weather was not great at Huntly Glen, being cold
and drizzly – very unusual for February.

View from ‘top veld’ at Huntly Glen

The next morning we piled into Ernest’s 4x4 bakkie and took off for his ‘top veld’. This lies at an
altitude of 1525 m, and is the location of Bedford Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops victori).
Unfortunately there was a stiff South East wind blowing and no butterflies of any kind were
spotted. The views were great though.
Ernest assured us that Red-clover Rayed Blue (Actizera stellata) was flying in Dordrecht at that
very moment, and gave us detailed directions, with Dave drawing a map. So on 17 Feb we got up
early and tackled the road from Huntly Glen to Tarkastad. Those of you who have driven this road
will appreciate the effort. From there on to Komani (Queenstown), and then up the Penhoek Pass
and on to Dordrecht. The road from Tarkastad all the way to Dordrecht is in excellent condition
and Dave’s bakkie, grateful to be on a proper tarred road at last, went like a dream.
At the locality near the Dordrecht Country Club, we found the red clover, the host plant of A.
stellata, but no A. stellata, maybe because it is one of the smallest butterflies in South Africa, or
maybe because it wasn’t out yet, or maybe because it had finished flying. We did see other
butterflies though, notably Eastern Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus eurina), Table Mountain
Beauty (Aeropetes tulbaghia) and also African Plain Tiger / African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus
orientis), Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) and African Meadow White (Pontia helice helice). The
altitude here is around 1500 m.
From there we made for my cousin’s farm, Bultfontein, near Tarkastad. We
thought the road from Huntly Glen to Tarkastad was bad, but the last bit to
his farm was even worse – my GPS told me that we were driving ‘off road’
and I totally agreed. They did have very good rain just a few days before,
which probably explains the washed away river crossings.

Aeropetes tulbaghia (Table
Mountain Beauty) on Red
Hot Poker – Dordrecht

I had expressed a wish to visit the old family farm, called Oskloof, which is
also at an altitude of around 1500 m, and the morning of 18th Feb my
cousin drove us as far as we could in his bakkie before the road became
too bad to navigate. We walked about 4 km up the kloof to reach the
plateau on which the ruins of the old farm buildings remain. Up to here we
hadn’t seen many butterflies, but now the fun began. The biggest
excitement was caused by the sighting of a beautifully coloured and
patterned moth, which Dave later identified as Brephos decora or the Red
Tiger Moth. Dave caught a male and female which were taken home for
identification. I had a lovely time photographing them as they were sunning
themselves and not at all skittish.
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Dave climbed up a gulley while I ‘helped’ my cousin repair his solar pump which replaces wind
pumps these days. We had a very productive day and recorded 22 species (see table at the end
of the article) and plan to go back there again in Spring.

Brephos decora (Red Tiger Moth) – Oskloof

(A few days later my cousin’s Jack Russell gave birth to three puppies – one is called Brephos,
one is called Decora and one is called Tiger!).
On the 19th Feb we returned to Tarkastad to look for Southey's
Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops southeyae). Nothing was found at
the old site (the commonage) although there was plenty of
Aarbossie (Selago sp.), the suspected foodplant. We also
searched the other side of the road (northern side) but still didn’t
find any. The recent rains caused the ground to be quite wet and
muddy, and we had to make our way through several marshy
areas, which is a good experience if you are in the Karoo! Still
no L. southeyae. We then proceeded to the now defunct airstrip
where there is also lots of Aarbossie, but no L. southeyae. Our
luck had run out. There were many other butterflies and all in all
we saw 9 species.

Aloeides depicta (Depicta Russet) Oskloof

We then drove on to another cousin’s farm, Gladstone, in the Middelburg district near Spitskop,
but this was just a family visit with no searching for butterflies. However, we did find 10 species
while out walking along the bank of the Willem Burgers River, which runs through the farm, but
none of the ‘specials’ that we were looking for were out.
The following is a list of all the species recorded on this trip.
Place

Scientific Name

Dordrecht (1500 m above msl)

Aeropetes tulbaghia
Danaus chrysippus
Dira clytus eurina
Pontia helice helice
Vanessa cardui
Actizera lucida
Aeropetes tulbaghia
Aloeides damarensis
Aloeides depicta
Aloeides pierus
Azanus moriqua
Azanus ubaldus

Oskloof, Tarkastad district
(1500 m above msl)

English Name
(according to Butterflies of South
Africa – Steve Woodhall, 2nd Edition)
Table Mountain Beauty
African Plain Tiger
Cape Autumn Widow
Southern Meadow White
Painted Lady
Rayed Blue
Table Mountain Beauty
Damara Russet
Depicta Russet
Veined Russet
Black-bordered Babul Blue
Velvet-spotted Babul Blue
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Tarkastad (1300 m above msl)

Gladstone farm, Middelburg district
(1200 m above msl)

Cacyreus fracta fracta
Chrysoritis braueri
Chrysoritis chrysaor
Cupidopsis jobates jobates
Danaus chrysippus
Dira clytus eurina
Hypolimnas misippus
Lepidochrysops ortygia
Leptomyrina lara
Pontia helice helice
Spialia sp.
Stygionympha robertsoni
Vanessa cardui
Zizeeria knysna
Brephos decora
Aloeides damarensis
Anthene amarah amarah
Azanus moriqua
Azanus ubaldus
Danaus chrysippus
Junonia hierta cebrene
Lampides boeticus
Pontia helice helice
Vanessa cardui
Anthene amarah amarah
Chilades trochylus
Colias electo electo
Danaus chrysippus
Eicochrysops messapus
Papilio demodocus demodocus
Pontia helice helice
Stygionympha robertsoni
Vanessa cardui
Zizeeria knysna

Water Geranium Bronze
Queenstown Opal
Burnished Opal
Tailed Meadow Blue
African Plain Tiger
Cape Autumn Widow
Common Diadem
Koppie Giant Cupid
Cape black-eye
Southern Meadow White
Sandman
Koppie Hillside Brown
Painted Lady
African Grass Blue
Red Tiger Moth
Damara Russet
Black-striped Ciliate Blue
Black-bordered Babul Blue
Velvet-spotted Babul Blue
African Plain Tiger
Yellow Pansy
Pea Blue
Southern Meadow White
Painted Lady
Black-striped Ciliate Blue
Grass Jewel Blue
African Clouded Yellow
African Plain Tiger
Cupreous Ash Blue
Citrus Swallowtail
Southern Meadow White
Koppie Hillside Brown
Painted Lady
African Grass Blue
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VISIT TO WAHROONGA BUTTERFLY RESERVE (Dave Edge)
Date: 27th March 2021
Persons present: Adrian Armstrong, Dave Edge, Hanna Edge, Kevin Cockburn
Objectives:
1) To determine whether it would be possible to reliably count adult Orachrysops ariadne
(Karkloof Blue) at Wahroonga, using similar methods to those employed for the Brenton Blue,
and be able to derive a population index for comparing abundance from year to year.
2) To assess the practicality of counting eggs as a population index for O. ariadne, and to locate
if possible final stage larvae or pupae of O. ariadne on the host plants Indigofera woodii form
laxa.
Visit report:
We arrived at the gate to Wahroonga of the R617 from Merrivale to Bulwer at 8.30 am and
proceeded to the buildings on the site. After meeting the KZN Wildlife staff we proceeded to the
butterfly site led by Adrian (see dotted line on Figure 1). First there is a steep descent through the
tall grassland to the kloof that traverses the site from north-east to south-west. We crossed the
kloof at the north-eastern end of the patch of mist-belt forest at the lower part of the kloof. We then
split up, with Adrian staying near the forest patch, Kevin climbing to the top of the kloof, and
Hanna and Dave climbing towards the north western fence close to the ridge line.

Figure 1 – Layout of the Wahroonga Farm butterfly reserve
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Figure 2 – Wahroonga site looking down from where the
buildings are.

Figure 3 – the lower part of the kloof where the mist belt forest
occurs

Kevin recorded two males and a female higher up the kloof as indicated and thought that it could
be a suitable counting place. Hanna and Dave did not have much success, finding it difficult to
make a path through the high Cymbopogon grass, and they did not see any ariadne, or find any
eggs on the very plentiful host plants. They descended back to where Adrian was, and he reported
much more success. He had found a place where the ariadne males were regularly seen flying up
the slope over the tall grass. Between 10–10.30 he recorded 10 males, and then after Dave joined
him there were 7–8 males per 30 minutes from 11.15–12.45. This displayed some repeatability
and the counting method had promise.
We then went back to the buildings and discussed our experiences, concluding that:
1) The counting method showed promise and more observations would be made by Adrian and
his staff.
2) In order to produce a reliable abundance index counting would have to take place twice a
week, when weather was suitable, during the flight period of ariadne from early March to midlate April. LepSoc Africa would see if some of their KZN members are prepared to assist with
the counting, since it needs some expertise.
3) Kevin recorded quite a few other very attractive butterfly species (see table below).
4) It would be best to make more permanent paths to the counting places, and this held the
possibility that at some stage in the future guided tours could be held for the public to observe
ariadne and the other butterflies at the site.
A species list is included on the following page:
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Common name
African Migrant
African Monarch
Bush Beauty
Bush Kite
Citrus Swallowtail
Common Meadow White
Emperor Swallowtail
False Dotted Border
False Silver-bottom Brown
Garden Acraea
Gaudy Commodore
Gold Spotted Sylph
Green-banded Swallowtail
Karkloof Blue
Pirate
Rainforest Brown
Vine-leaf Vagrant
Yellow Pansy

Scientific name
Catopsilia florella
Danaus chrysippus orientis
Paralethe dendrophilus indosa
Papilio euphranor
Papilio demodocus demodocus
Pontia helice helice
Papilio ophidicephalus phalusco
Belenois thysa thysa
Pseudonympha magoides
Acraea horta
Precis octavia sesamus
Metisella metis paris
Papilio nireus lyaeus
Orachrysops ariadne
Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe
Cassionympha cassius
Eronia cleodora
Junonia hierta cebrene

List of butterfly species recorded at Wahroonga on 27th March 2021

Monitoring the Karkloof Cupid
The preceding article, by Dave Edge, details the objectives and outcomes of a survey of Karkloof
Cupid (Orachrysops ariadne) at Wahroonga, KZN in March.
Volunteers are required for subsequent surveys; if you are interested and willing to help, please
contact Dave at orachrysops@gmail.com
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KZN South Coast (Jeremy Dobson)
My wife, Colleen and I visited Leisure Bay on the KZN South Coast in early March. Although this
was primarily a beach-holiday, I took a camera and net…
Leisure Bay
Leisure Bay, where I have a holiday house, is now a conservancy area and there is still plenty of
coastal bush left within the town. I’ve recorded Morant's Tree Nymph (Sevenia morantii) from my
garden and, several years ago, Peter Sharland found Eastern Yellow-banded Evening Brown
(Gnophodes diversa). Natal Opal (Chrysoritis natalensis) shows up occasionally, as does Blonde
Glider (Cymothoe coranus coranus).
The most common larger butterflies are Brown Pansy (Junonia natalica natalica), Dark Blue Pansy
(Junonia oenone oenone), Southern Soldier Pansy (Junonia terea elgiva) and the two Pipers,
Eurytela dryope angulata and E. hiarbas angustata.

Pentila tropicalis tropicalis
Leisure Bay, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Junonia terea elgiva
Leisure Bay, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Charaxes varanes varanes
Leisure Bay, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Ingeli
I visited Ingeli forest on 4 March. The place was looking fantastic, with loads of flowers in the
forest margins. Rather surprisingly butterflies weren’t common, but there were some nice species,
such as Karkloof Bush Beauty (Paralethe dendrophilus albina), Bush Kite (Papilio euphranor) and
Transkei Forest King Charaxes (Charaxes xiphares thyestes).
On the grasslands adjacent to the forest I found a couple of Mooi River Opal (Chrysoritis
lycegenes) and two Lepidochysops that I‘ve seldom encountered at Ingeli: Lepidochrysops asteris
and L. variabilis. No sign of Pondoland Autumn Widow (Dira oxylus) though; its appearance at
Ingeli in December 2008 seems to have been a freak occurrence.

Aeropetes tulbaghia
Ingeli, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops asteris
Ingeli, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis lycegenes
Ingeli, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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Izingolweni
The wooded slopes of the Umtamvuna river near Izingolweni is one of my favourite butterfly spots,
period. Once again, it didn’t disappoint, although, as for Ingeli, I thought the number of butterflies
didn’t quite match the quality of the landscape. The highlight was undoubtedly seeing Lesser Figtree Blue (Myrina dermaptera dermaptera) flying in large numbers: I’ve never seen this before.
Unfortunately, these butterflies tended to favour perching spots high in fig trees, so photo
opportunities were limited.
Other noteworthy species included Rainforest Acraea (Acraea boopis boopis), Southern Dark Elfin
(Sarangesa seineri durbana) and Red-tab Policeman (Coeliades keithloa). I recorded a new
species for my Izingolweni list: Pondo Dark Flat (Kobelana kobela). I’d be surprised if I’d
previously missed this butterfly - perhaps it is extending its range? Barred Sailer (Neptis
trigonophora trigonophora) for example was once (in SA) confined to Port St John’s. It is now
found on the KZN south coast as far north as Pennington.

Alaena amazoula amazoula
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Paralethe dendrophilus albina
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Myrina dermaptera dermaptera
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Netrobalane canopus
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Sarangesa seineri durbana
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Tagiades flesus
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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Oribi Gorge
I always try and visit Oribi when I’m on holiday on the South Coast; this is the best place I know for
Pondo Shadefly (Coenyra aurantiaca) and it is also usually a good spot for False Wanderer
(Pseudacraea eurytus imitator). Sadly, neither of these butterflies could be seen during the course
of my visit and, to be honest, there wasn’t much else flying either. Nonetheless the sight of
Autumn-leaf Vagrant (Afrodryas leda) always puts a smile on my face and there were a few Coast
Purple Tip (Colotis erone) flying as well.

Acraea natalica
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Cacyreus lingeus
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Umtamvuna
The weather was cloudy and cool when I visited KZN Nature’s Beacon Hill reserve on the
Umtamvuna gorge. As a result, there weren’t too many butterflies to be seen, but I did kick up a
couple of White-spotted Ketsi Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula).
Nearer the coast, the Old Pont reserve was similarly quiet, although I did see a solitary
Gnophodes diversa. A few Neptis were flying in Port Edward, but they kept to the tops of the trees
so I was unable to establish whether they were Neptis trigonophora trigonophora.

Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula
Beacon Hill, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Pardopsis punctatissima
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Woolly-necked Stork
Mpenjati, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Junonia natalica natalica
Port Edward, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Hypolimnas misippus female
Mpenjati, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Telchinia esebria
Port Edward, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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Double Dobsons
I met my namesake, Richard Dobson and his wife Nita, who popped in for a cup of coffee while I
was at Leisure Bay. Richard, who lives in Palm Beach, manages KZN Wildlife’s South Coast
operations. He is a LepSoc Africa member and is very interested in butterflies; he showed me a
couple of old, set specimens of “Ramsgate Piper”. This is the rare form vashti of the Southern Pied
Piper (Eurytela hiarbas angustata) in which the white bands are replaced with an ochre colour.
I find it interesting that, while Eurytela hiarbas angustata occurs over a very wide area, only at
Ramsgate does form vashti seem to crop up regularly.
Richard and I have agreed to meet regularly and to follow up on this, and other intriguing KZN
South Coast butterfly issues!

Mozambique
During April, I took part in an amazing three-week expedition to
Mozambique, accompanied by Claudia and Dietmar Ley. We
had a great time and found loads of interesting butterflies.
Unfortunately I haven’t yet had time to process all my photos
and to write a report (I also need to get input from Claudia and
Dietmar).
A full trip report will be included in July’s newsletter.
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Lekgalameetse and Mariepskop (Jeremy Dobson)
Mark Williams and I undertook an expedition to Lekgalameetse and Mariepskop in mid-March.
Woodbush
Our first stop was Woodbush near Haenertsburg. The Houtbosdorp spot near Dap Naude Dam
was inaccessible due to water-damaged roads, but we found a nice bit of forest containing the
usual suspects: Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph (Metisella metis paris) which were swarming,
Transvaal Bush Beauty (Paralethe dendrophilus junodi), White-banded Swallowtail (Papilio
echerioides echerioides), Transvaal Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus transvaalensis)
and Black-haired Bush Brown (Bicyclus safitza safitza).
There were a couple of Dead-leaf Commodore (Precis tugela tugela) and Northern Short-tailed
Admiral (Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica), but, as usual with the latter species, photo
opportunities were scarce.

Cassionympha cassius
Woodbush, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Metisella metis paris
Woodbush, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica
Woodbush, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Lekgalameetse
We arrived at Lekgalameetse in the afternoon to find loads of butterflies, but nothing particularly
noteworthy. The Makhutsi Camp was fully booked, but we managed to get the Paris Guest House
to ourselves (at about 20% of the usual cost), on account of there being no electricity - there was a
gas stove, but no gas.
The following day we put up some traps at Church Forest (a nice Afromontane forest at the top of
the pass). We spent most of the day near the road at the bottom of the reserve: probably the most
common butterflies were African Savanna Grass Yellow (Eurema hecabe solifera) and Southern
Soldier Pansy (Junonia terea elgiva), closely followed by Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail
(Papilio nireus lyaeus). On the more special side we saw Banded Hopper (Platylesches picanini),
and a beautiful Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa), form heliogenes. No
Nyasaland Ciliate Blue (Anthene crawshayi juanitae), but as we didn’t see Steel-blue Ciliate Blue
(Anthene definita definita) either, this wasn’t surprising.
In the late afternoon we returned to Church Forest to find loads of Wolkberg Forest King Charaxes
(Charaxes xiphares kenwayi), plus a few Wolkberg Silver-barred Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus
moerens).
In all, we recorded 92 species from Lekgalameetse (Abundance Index 5.4 – Excellent).
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Amauris niavius dominicanus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Eurema hecabe solifera
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Junonia terea elgiva
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Melanitis leda
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Neptis laeta
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Phalanta phalantha aethiopica
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Borbo fatuellus fatuellus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Papilio nireus lyaeus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Platylesches picanini
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Azanus mirza
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Papilio echerioides echerioides
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson
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Mariepskop
Next stop was Mariepskop. We hadn’t booked accommodation but managed to get one of the
forestry chalets without difficulty. These units are fairly rustic, but clean and good value for money
(Adam 072 876 7186). Staying on site is becoming increasingly essential for a Mariepskop visit, as
the road to the mountain is terrible! The Google lady advised that it would take one hour to travel
the 27 km of dirt road to the camp; you may be able to beat this, but not by much. The road to the
waterfall - the prime Marieps Charaxes spot - is even worse and, if nothing is done, this will soon
be impassable. I carelessly got one side of my car stuck in a donga, but fortunately managed to
get out OK.
We found most of the Mariepskop specials, with the notable exception of Charaxes marieps.
Wolkberg Silver-barred Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus moerens) were common and
Mpumalanga Forest King Charaxes (Charaxes xiphares draconis) only marginally less so; the
absence of C. marieps was really strange - Mark and I concluded that, this year at least, midMarch was simply too early in the season for this species.
We saw a few Marieps Dark Flat (Kobelana krooni), Dead-leaf Commodore (Precis tugela tugela),
Northern Large Flat (Apallaga mokeezi separata) and Marieps Battling Glider (Cymothoe alcimeda
marieps), but nothing seemed to be particularly abundant apart from Transvaal Bush Beauty
(Paralethe dendrophilus junodi). There were a handful of Sulphur Dotted Border (Mylothris
trimenia) flying near the abandoned (and rapidly disintegrating) military base.
The views from the top of the mountain were majestic as ever, with Table Mountain Beauty
(Aeropetes tulbaghia) adding to the spectacle. We recorded 58 species from Mariepskop
(Abundance Index 4.9 – Good).

Kobelana krooni
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Paralethe dendrophilus junodi
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Precis tugela tugela
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Zenonia zeno
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Teracolus subfasciatus
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Afrogegenes ocra
Mariepskop, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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Swadini and Abel Erasmus Pass
Due largely to the state of the roads we decided to head for home relatively early on our last day,
which allowed us time to visit a couple of places along the way. We took a slight detour to Swadini
and, just before the gate, found loads of butterflies feeding on flowers by the side of the road.
Nothing too special, but there were some nice Colotis, such as Southern Veined Arab (Colotis
vesta argillaceus) and Scarlet Tip (Colotis annae annae).
A stop at Abel Erasmus Pass yielded numerous Eastern Cambridge Vagrant (Nepheronia
thalassina sinalata) and a couple of Pale-yellow Amber (Telchinia burni), but no North-eastern
Hillside Brown (Stygionympha scotina coetzeri) unfortunately.
A good trip, but given that we’ve experienced two consecutive summers with above average
rainfall, I believe the butterfly abundance and diversity was not particularly impressive.

Belenois creona severina
Swadini, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Colotis vesta argillaceus
Swadini, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Colotis ione
Swadini, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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Karoo BioGaps data (Jeremy Dobson)
Thanks to SANBI and the University of Johannesburg, LepSoc Africa have received the
lepidoptera barcodes acquired from the Karoo BioGaps project.
During the course of the project 260 samples were sent to BOLD for barcoding and 241
sequences were obtained. With Ian Richardson’s assistance I undertook an evaluation of the
barcodes, with a specific interest in the numerous Aloeides samples. We acquired 35 Aloeides
barcodes, made up of eight species.
Most of the sequences we received were significantly truncated - typically containing about 500
codons. A full COI mtDNA barcode consists of 658 base pairs. To compare barcodes they must
first be aligned, which is not always easy if the sequences are of varying length.
Ian solved this problem by identifying the following three “inviolable” base pair segments:
GTTATACC commencing at position 161
TAAGATTT commencing at position 252
TTTATTAT commencing at position 140
You can resolve this in MS Excel. If your barcode is in cell A1, type the following into cell A2:
=FIND("GTTATACC",A1)
If the formula returns the answer “100” you will need to add 61 “N” to the start of your sequence.
Alternatively, if the answer is “200” you will need to delete the first 39 characters of the sequence.
Another possibly is that the formula returns “#VALUE!” which means that the test sequence could
not be found. You will need to repeat the process but using the second test segment at position
252. If this fails, use the third test segment.
Once you’ve padded the start of your barcodes with “N” you need to check the length of the
sequence. To do this, type the following into cell A3:
=LEN (A1)
This will return the number of characters in your sequence; if you get “600” say, you will need to
add 58 “N” at the end of the sequence and so on.
I tabulated the pair-wise differences of all the Karoo BioGaps samples, which can be viewed here:
Barcode comparison table
Ian Richardson noted the extraordinary degree of pair-wise difference between the three Spialia
species for which barcodes were obtained. This genus appears to have radiated millions of years
ago and it seems probable that there may be hidden, cryptic species. A few people (myself
included) have long thought that there is more than one Spialia mafa for example; this genus,
which has many Southern African representatives, would benefit from further research.
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Flora and Fauna Publications Trust (Mark Liptrot)
LepSoc Africa’s Mark Liptrot is Chairman of the Flora and Fauna Publications Trust (FFPT).
The organization is looking for a part-time representative who is
willing and able to sell a selection of Flora and Fauna Publications
Trust books on their travels. The book titles, popular with gardeners
and nature-lovers alike, can be viewed using the link below. In
addition to encouraging local bookshops/outlets to stock our books,
this person could also take a selection of books for sale to game
reserves, lodges, and out-of-city-centre book stores. This vacant
position is commission-only; commission and consignment stock to be negotiated. It would suit a
retired person who travels regularly to game reserves throughout South Africa. Commencement to
be as soon as possible. Interested persons should please contact Mark Liptrot on 082-778 8728 or
marklipt1@gmail.com. Books may be ordered by emailing Marylynn Grant (secretary) on
nflora@mweb.co.za.

FFPT books and book prices

Mimacraea neurata (Safian Szabolcs)
Which Acraea is this? It's a tricky question. But when one
observes the specimen more clearly it will be noticed that the
wing shape might not be correct for an Acraea. No falcate
forewing and strongly concave outer margin on the forewing...if
one is even more meticulous would even count the legs...three
pairs, instead of two. Hm...what would be its real identity? Of
course, you are getting closer...it is a mimic. An Acraea mimic
and the family is, believe it or not, actually Lycaenidae. The
genus - with reference to its model - is called Mimacraea and the species is Mimacraea neurata,
an ant-associated lycaenid butterfly, which is most easily found near Crematogaster-infested anttrees.
The males usually display flying around the tree trunk rather high with their slow, Acraearesembling flight, while females are only rarely seen, when they investigate the tree bark of an anttree, laying its eggs singly along the ant runs. Tell me you wouldn't be deceived by it?
Kpatawee Falls, Bong County, Liberia
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BED - Latest
There have been a few delays and setbacks regarding the Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED)
project.
Prof Rauri Bowie of the University of California, Berkeley, USA has been undertaking the DNA
sequencing and evaluation for the project and writes as follows:
‘I have the samples from 2017 and Jonathan Colville has the samples from 2019. We sequenced
most of the 2017 samples but I was not 100% happy with the quality - there are a few ambiguous
base calls which could be a sequencing problem, a DNA quality problem, a pseudogene, or some
cross-contamination. I wanted to include the 2017 data with the sequences Jeremy has sent me
but many of the Aloeides species are so closely related that I am concerned the ambiguous bases
may lead to incorrect assignment. We had planned to re-sequence these with another large batch
of samples but were locked out of the University from March to September and then for December
until mid-January (this week marks one year since my kids were physically in school). Our building
is still locked but they have let us start to come back in, but we are working at much reduced
densities with one person in the lab at a time and are covid tested each week. The butterflies are a
high priority and we have sequenced many of the other species sent, and I am trying to get the
Aloeides samples sequenced, but it would be most cost effective to do the samples I have with
those Jonathan presently has. Jonathan and I need to work on getting those samples to me to
sequence. Covid has created a very great challenge for us in California with over million cases just
in the state and 500,000 deaths in the US. Both Jonathan and I are deeply committed to BED.
We have compiled a large amount of distribution data and have pushed the DNA work as hard as
we can, given the restrictions, and we hope to make more progress in June-July when we expect
things to start returning to more normal.
As an additional update, while we have been in shutdown I have worked on a new probe set for
butterflies as a whole, which will enable us to sequence over 1000 genes at the same time. This
will provide a powerful nuclear DNA dataset which I think will be needed for some of the rapid
southern African butterfly radiations. I also said to Jeremy that I would be willing to generate
whole-genome sequences for Aloeides species, but for that I need the whole body of each
individual and the wings need to be archived. Whole-genomes open up multiple additional
opportunities for answering different questions, such as changes in population size over geological
time, extent of recent and ancient genetic introgression between species, and extent of adaptation
to different host plants.’
Jonathan Colville notes that there are several Aloeides and BED samples sitting at SANBI in the
DNA freezer. He has not been able to access these as SANBI has had restrictions in terms of
accessing the building - they have shut several times due to COVID exposures. Also, because of
the uncertainty of posting samples and Rauri's limited access to his university, he has held-off
sending material. Hopefully with the improving situation in SA and the US, he will be able to get
these samples sent in the next couple of months.
Jonathan has done a huge amount of work modelling the species, modifying diversity indices and
writing statistical code to generate and map measures of evolutionary diversity and is eager to see
these projects through!
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre
Kevin van Aardt of L&S Consulting has produced a preliminary design for the proposed Butterfly
Centre flight-house.
The 20 m diameter dome, which will – hopefully - be managed by Kay Shabalala, a colleague of
Americo Bonkewitzz, should be one of the main attractions of the Butterfly Centre. As we are not
concerned with water-tightness, Kevin proposed an external steel frame, from which “Danpalon” or
similar transparent cladding will be suspended. This has the advantage that there are no internal
rails or rafters for butterflies or caterpillars to hide behind.

Kevin has proposed a pair of arches, which I believe, with some creativity, can be rendered to
represent butterfly wings.
Central to the Butterfly Centre is the collection; without this we don’t have a viable scheme. We
intend to set up a trust-fund to guarantee the future security of the specimens, irrespective of the
success or otherwise of the centre. The trust fund will, if necessary, ensure that there is sufficient
money to pay a curator, cover all normal running costs and to finance future maintenance and
improvements to the collection and to the building. I will circulate a questionnaire with July’s
newsletter to try and establish the degree of support we are likely to receive regarding the bequest
of existing collections. The collection-store will be an extension to an existing single-storey flight
house; the roof is to be removed and a second level of storage space added. The building
incorporates flats for visiting researchers at each end and will contain 550 m² of storage space,
which should be sufficient for about one million set specimens.
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Should the need ever arise, there is plenty of space on site to construct an additional storage
building. The collection-store will not be accessible to the public, but will be used to populate the
“museum”, which we’ll get to later.
Teodor van Wyk, who wrote an article on butterfly-aberrations for March’s newsletter, has
produced a “best practice” specification for the collection-store. This covers temperature control,
air conditioning, fire-suppression and pest-control. 80 m² of floor space within the store has been
allocated for a laboratory, although it is uncertain whether we will have the resources to proceed
with this.
Another attraction of the centre will be the “museum”, which will house representative collections
of African butterflies, lepidoptera from elsewhere in the world and other insects such as beetles.
I’ve drawn up a rough floor plan and Olivier Houe, a LepSoc Africa member, will submit a
quotation for the display trays. The butterfly-store curator, appointed by LepSoc Africa, will be
responsible for arranging the museum display and refreshing it from time to time.
While aspects of the butterfly centre (flight-dome, coffee shop, hotel, wedding venue etc) should
prove to be viable business operations and may be attractive investment opportunities, funding for
the collection requires a benevolent donation. The collection will contain valuable scientific data
and possibly type-specimens or examples of now extinct lepidoptera. The collection may have little
commercial value, but in terms of African natural history, its value is priceless.
If anyone has contact with people or businesses who might be interested in funding, or co-funding
this development, please let me know.
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Identifying the Russets (Jeremy Dobson)
In March’s newsletter we looked at Veined Russet (Aloeides pierus) and its relationship with other
members of the Speckled Russets. This month we move to the other side of the family tree:
Transvaal Russet
Aloeides dryas Tite & Dickson, 1968
This is one of the more common and widespread Aloeides in the north-eastern parts of South
Africa. It extends into Swaziland but has not been recorded from Zimbabwe or Mozambique. It is
an inhabitant of montane grassland, frequently adjacent to Afro-temperate forests; males are
inveterate hilltoppers. A. dryas is a relatively large Russet - average wingspan is about 30 mm
(males) and 35 mm (females).
The butterfly was first described by Tite & Dickson, 1968 Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural
History). The type locality is “Transvaal: Zoutpansberg, Shilouvane”. Adults have been recorded
from most months of the year, but there appear to be two main broods: October – November and
February – March. There is nothing published regarding the butterfly’s early stages, but its host
plants are believed to be Lotononis species (Afrotropical Butterflies).
The Patterned Russets form the largest group of Aloeides and contain a large number of species,
often with very similar COI barcodes. A proposed phylogenetic arrangement is shown under
“Aloeides Project” under the FEATURES section of this newsletter. It divides the Patterned
Russets into three species groups:
Thyra
Barklyi
Arida
The Thyra group is further divided into five subgroups as follows:
Dryas
Pallida
Caledoni
Thyra
Vansoni
It is quite possible that further groups and subgroups will become evident as more barcodes are
acquired.
The illustration below indicates representatives of each group within the Patterned Russets and
each member of the Dryas subgroup: Males (upper and underside) on the left and females on the
right. Specimens are to scale – life size if printed at A4.
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Dryas subgroup
This is a fairly diverse assemblage, which contains Aloeides
caffrariae, A. dentatis, A. dicksoni, A. dryas, A. nollothi, A.
penningtoni, A. simplex and A. titei. We haven’t got a barcode
yet, but I don’t think I’m taking too much of a risk in adding A.
rossouwi to this subgroup.
Aloeides dentatis maseruna (Riley, 1938) is described from
Maseru, Lesotho; the specimens from Witsieshoek on the KZN /
Free State border, for which we have a barcode, may be the
same thing. As the PWD between A. dentatis dentatis (from
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) and A. d. maseruna differ by 1.37%
and the latter taxon is closer in terms of barcode to A.
penningtoni, I’ve provisionally listed A. d. maseruna as A.
maseruna.

Aloeides rossouwi
Stoffburg
Dave Edge

The Dryas subgroup can be recognized by having two roughly parallel bands of silver markings on
the hindwing underside, which are usually serrated. Some Pallidas have this same characteristic
pattern, but they are typically larger butterflies and always exhibit dark venation on the upper side.
Pallida subgroup
A reasonably homogenous cluster, containing the following taxa: Aloeides kaplani, A. mbuluensis,
A. monticola, A. pallida pallida, A. p. jonathani, A. p. juno, A. p. littoralis and A. p. liversidgei. The
odd one out seems to be Aloeides pallida grandis which according to the latest phylogenetic
arrangement that I’ve run sits in the Thyra subgroup.
They are generally large Russets, with conspicuous black veins on the upper sides. Their
markings are generally somewhere in between those of the Thyra and Dryas subgroups.
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My initial take is that all the butterflies in the Pallida subgroup should be subspecies of A. pallida;
PWD between samples from individual populations frequently exceed those between separate
taxa. As far as I’m aware, no butterflies in this subgroup ever fly together.
Caledoni subgroup
To date there is a single species in this subgroup: Aloeides caledoni. This butterfly looks a bit like
a member of the Pallida subgroup, but without the black veins on the upper side and with a
noticeable yellowish flush to the otherwise grey underside markings.
Thyra subgroup
Aloeides egerides, Aloeides juana, Aloeides lutescens and Aloeides thyra thyra. The barcode
difference between A. t. thyra and A. t. orientis exceeds the comparison-value between most
members of this group: I’ve provisionally listed the latter butterfly as Aloeides orientis.
Mega-X puts Aloeides pallida grandis in this cluster – I’ve provisionally named it A. grandis.
Vansoni subgroup
Aloeides bamptoni, Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae, Aloeides margaretae, Aloeides nubilus,
Aloeides quickelbergei, A. vansoni. Also, Aloeides gowani / A. clarki (a sample from Wilgebosch
near Nieu Bethesda, Eastern Cape).
Arida Group
Aloeides arida. This butterfly can be recognized by the orange flush on the underside of its wings,
a characteristic it shares with Aloeides barklyi.
Barklyi Group
Aloeides barklyi. This is probably the only member of the Aloeides for which misidentification is
impossible!
I’ve tried, without much success, to find clear and consistent diagnostic cues for the various
Aloeides within the Dryas subgroup. In the plates below, typical male specimens of each taxa
have been selected and the black margins on the upper side of the wings traced in a yellow pen.
Similarly, the outer lines of the underside discal spotting and fascial bands have been highlighted:
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1.82%
1.82%
1.82%
1.37%
0.61%
0.61%
0.00%
0.76%
0.15%
2.13%
2.13%
2.58%
2.89%
3.95%
4.52%

1.37%
1.67%
1.67%
1.22%
0.46%
0.46%
0.76%
0.00%
0.61%
1.98%
1.98%
2.43%
2.74%
3.80%
4.37%

1.67%
1.67%
1.67%
1.22%
0.46%
0.46%
0.15%
0.61%
0.00%
1.98%
1.98%
2.43%
2.74%
3.80%
4.37%

418 Aloeides barklyi

508 Aloeides caffrariae

1.52%
1.52%
1.52%
1.06%
0.30%
0.00%
0.61%
0.46%
0.46%
1.82%
1.82%
2.28%
2.58%
3.65%
4.21%

450 Aloeides arida

Aloeides dentatis
dentatis
427

1.52%
1.52%
1.52%
1.06%
0.00%
0.30%
0.61%
0.46%
0.46%
1.52%
1.82%
2.28%
2.28%
3.34%
3.90%

400 Aloeides vansoni

416 Aloeides dicksoni

1.06%
1.37%
1.37%
0.00%
1.06%
1.06%
1.37%
1.22%
1.22%
1.67%
1.37%
1.52%
2.74%
3.80%
4.68%

419 Aloeides thyra thyra

413 Aloeides simplex

1.22%
0.61%
0.00%
1.37%
1.52%
1.52%
1.82%
1.67%
1.67%
1.82%
1.22%
2.28%
2.74%
3.80%
4.52%

492 Aloeides caledoni

412 Aloeides dryas

1.22%
0.00%
0.61%
1.37%
1.52%
1.52%
1.82%
1.67%
1.67%
1.82%
1.52%
2.28%
2.89%
4.10%
4.84%

1.82%
1.82%
1.82%
1.67%
1.52%
1.82%
2.13%
1.98%
1.98%
0.00%
1.82%
1.98%
2.58%
4.41%
4.68%

1.82%
1.82%
1.22%
1.37%
1.82%
1.82%
2.13%
1.98%
1.98%
1.82%
0.00%
1.98%
2.43%
3.95%
4.52%

2.28%
2.28%
2.28%
1.52%
2.28%
2.28%
2.58%
2.43%
2.43%
1.98%
1.98%
0.00%
3.04%
4.71%
4.99%

3.19%
2.89%
2.74%
2.74%
2.28%
2.58%
2.89%
2.74%
2.74%
2.58%
2.43%
3.04%
0.00%
4.26%
4.37%

4.26%
4.10%
3.80%
3.80%
3.34%
3.65%
3.95%
3.80%
3.80%
4.41%
3.95%
4.71%
4.26%
0.00%
4.52%

5.15%
4.84%
4.52%
4.68%
3.90%
4.21%
4.52%
4.37%
4.37%
4.68%
4.52%
4.99%
4.37%
4.52%
0.00%

Aloeides pallida
littoralis

452 Aloeides nollothi

0.00%
1.22%
1.22%
1.06%
1.52%
1.52%
1.82%
1.37%
1.67%
1.82%
1.82%
2.28%
3.19%
4.26%
5.15%

436

Aloeides
penningtoni

Aloeides maseruna*
Aloeides titei
Aloeides penningtoni
Aloeides nollothi
Aloeides dryas
Aloeides simplex
Aloeides dicksoni
Aloeides dentatis dentatis
Aloeides caffrariae
Aloeides pallida littoralis
Aloeides caledoni
Aloeides thyra thyra
Aloeides vansoni
Aloeides arida
Aloeides b arklyi

338

397
401
338
452
412
413
416
427
508
436
492
419
400
450
418

401 Aloeides titei

PATTERNED
RUSSETS
COMPARISON
GRID

397 Aloeides maseruna*

The grid below indicates the pair-wise differences (PWD) between each member of the Dryas
subgroup and representatives of the other groups on the Thyra side of the Aloeides family tree.

You can see, for example, that the average pair-wise difference (PWD) of A. dryas and A. simplex
is very close (0.3%); this represents two base-pair differences which correlates to perhaps
100 000 years of separation: we have several barcodes confirming this result. Is this sufficient time
for separate species to have evolved? The two butterflies certainly look very different although, to
my inexperienced eye, the respective genitalia dissections prepared by Alan Heath (below) are
fairly similar. The two barcoded specimens above, Aloeides simplex (Reference number 413 from
Witsand, Northern Cape) and Aloeides dryas (Reference number 412 from Elandshoogte,
Mpumalanga) are geographically separated by 870 km as a crow flies and I doubt whether any
known localities for the two butterflies are closer than 500 km apart. Aloeides simplex is a butterfly
of arid savanna, whereas A. dryas is found in montane grassland. Other than being of similar
shape and size and sharing hill-topping behaviour I can see little similarity between these
butterflies.
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Aloeides dryas
Aedeagus

Uncus

Aloeides simplex
Aedeagus with
vesica

Uncus

Furca

This is one of the biggest dilemmas facing the Aloeides Project to date.
One explanation, that needs investigation, is that all members of the Dryas subgroup are regional
forms / subspecies of the same butterfly! As far as I’m aware, with one exception, no “species”
within this group fly together at the same locality; the maximum PWD between butterflies in the
Dryas subgroup is less than 2%.
The one exception, which presumably torpedoes the above argument, is that Aloeides dryas and
A. titei do fly together at Wakkerstroom and Dirkiesdorp (and possibly at other localities), although
they occupy different ecological niches. Unfortunately, I don’t yet have a barcode for A. titei from
the type locality (Wakkerstroom) although I do have A. dryas samples, which will be sent to BOLD
for sequencing shortly. This may however mean that there are only two species in the Dryas
subgroup: Aloeides maseruna* (subspecies A. titei, A. penningtoni) and Aloeides nolothi
(subspecies A. caffrariae, A. dentatis, A. dicksoni, A. dryas, and A. simplex). This phylogenetic
arrangement is actually supported (weakly) by the tree indicated in the Aloeides Project article.
My personal opinion – certainly with regard to A. dryas and A. simplex - is that the two butterflies
look very different and are clearly on separate and divergent evolutionary pathways. As such,
there is little harm in retaining their current full-species status. Whether this argument will satisfy
the taxonomic police is unclear; another problem is that this benchmark sets the barcodebracketing criteria for the Aloeides incredibly low.
To summarize – I will defer judgement on the Dryas subgroup until we have a lot more barcodes,
including multiple sequences from type-localities!
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Sue Mullin – Books for sale
Sue Mullin, widow of the late Ian Mullin, wishes to sell the following books. The books belonged to
Ian and are generally in excellent condition. Martin Lunderstedt very kindly populated the list with
what he believes are fair and reasonable prices for the books, given the state of each volume; Sue
has agreed to this schedule.
Books highlighted in yellow have been sold already.
Sue Mullin isumullin@zol.co.zw
IAN MULLIN'S BUTTERFLY BOOKS
TITLE

AUTHOR

AFRICAN SATURNIIDAE
BENINGFIELDS BUTTERFLIES
BIRDWING BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD
(IN A CASE)

PINHEY
ROBERT GOODDEN
D'ABRERA (2 COPIES)

PRICE
(R)
R 600
R 300
R 1 500

BIRDWING BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD
(IN A CASE)

D'ABRERA

R 1 500

BRITISH BUTTERFLIES
BRITISH BUTTERFLIES
BRITISH BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
BRITISH BUTTERFLIES BOOK 1
BRITISH BUTTERFLIES BOOK 2
BUTTERFLIES
BUTTERFLIES
BUTTERFLIES (HAMLYN)
BUTTERFLIES AND HOW TO IDENTIFY THEM
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS AROUND THE WORLD
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS AT HOME AND ABROAD
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS IN BRITAIN AND EUROPE
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS OF THE WAYSIDE AND
WOODLAND

A.M.STEWART (1916) (2 COPIES)
A.M.STEWART
FURNEAUX
GEORGE HYDE
GEORGE HYDE
ROBERT GOODDEN
THOMAS C. EMMEL
ROBERT GOODDEN
REV.S.N.SEDGWICK (1911)
DR. WALTER ROBERT CORTI
JAN CHRISTIAAN SEPP
ANDRE DEUTSCH
SEBASTIAN LOUSADA
EVELINE JOURDAN
H. ROWLAND BROWN (1912)
DAVID CARTER
W.J. STOKOE

R 300
R 300
R 225
R 300
R 450
R 450
R 300
R 450
R 750
R 150
R 450
R 300
R 150
R 75
R 450
R 900
R 375

BUTTERFLIES CATERPILLARS AND CHRYSALIDES
BUTTERFLIES OF AUSTRALIA
BUTTERFLIES OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
BUTTERFLIES OF KRUGER NATIONAL PARK
BUTTERFLIES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
BUTTERFLIES OF THE DAY AND NIGHT
BUTTERFLIES OF THE DAY AND NIGHT
BUTTERFLIES OF THE INDIAN REGION
BUTTERFLIES OF THE TABLE MOUNTAIN RANGE
BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD
BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD
BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD
BUTTERFLIES THE LYCAENIDAE
BUTTERFLIES THE NYMPHALIDAE
BUTTERFLY BOOK FOR THE POCKET
COLLINS HAND GUID OF BUTTERFLIES OF AFRICA
COMMON BRITISH MOTHS
COMPLETE GUIDE TO BRITISH BUTTERFLIES

JOSEF MOUCHA
CHARLES McCUBBIN
ELLIOT PINHEY & IAN LOE
JOHAN KLOPPERS & late Dr. G VAN SON
D A SWANEPOEL
L HUGH NEWMAN ( 2 COPIES)
L HUGH NEWMAN
M.A. WYNTER-BLYTH
AJM CLASSENS AND CGC DICKSON
ROD & KEN PRESTON-MAFHAM
HL LEWIS
ALEXANDER B. KLOTS
MICHAEL EASTERBROOK
MICHAEL EASTERBROOK
EDMUND SANDERS
R.H.CARCASSON
A.M.STEWART (1913)
MARGARET BROOKS & CHARLES
KNIGHT

R 75
R 3 000
R 225
R 225
R 300
R 750
R 750
R 225
R 225
R 75
R 600
R 75
R 75
R 75
R 300
R 225
R 375
R 75
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FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN BUTTERFLIES
FROM CATERPILLAR INTO BUTTERFLY
HAWK MOTHS OF CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
HAWK MOTHS OF THE BRITISH ISLES
LIFE HISTORIES OF THE S.AFRICAN LYCAENID
BUTTERFLIES

THE AUDUBON SOCIETY
J.P.VANDEN EECKHOUDT
ELLIOT PINHEY
MICHAEL EASTERBROOK
GOWEN C CLARK & CGC DICKSON
(2 COPIES)

R 225
R 300
R 600
R 150
R 375

LLOYDS NATURAL HISTORY BUTTERFLIES VOL 1 - 5
MACDONALD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BUTTERFLIES AND
MOTHS

W.F.KIRBY
M D PAOLO & T A ZANETTI

R 1 500
R 225

MITCHELL BEAZELY POCKET GUIDE TO BUTTERFLIES
MOTHS OF THE LIMBERLOST
SOME BRITISH MOTHS
SOME SOUTHERN AFRICAN BUTTERFLIES
SOUTHERN AFRICAN BUTTERFLIES
SOUTHERN AFRICAN RED DATA BOOK BUTTERFLIES

PAUL WHALLEY
GENE STRATTON-PORTER (1916)
NORMAN RILEY (1944)
GOWAN C CLARK & C.G.C. DICKSON
CLARE ABBOT & STEPHEN HENNING
STEPHEN HENNING AND GRAHAM
HENNING (2 COPIES)

R 450
R 150
R 750
R 150
R 150
R 225

SOUTHERN AFRICAN RED DATA BOOK BUTTERFLIES

STEPHEN HENNING AND GRAHAM
HENNING

R 225

THE BOOK OF BRITISH HAWK MOTHS
THE BUTTERFLIES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA PART III:
NYMPHALIDAE:ACRAEINAE

W.J. LUCAS (1895)
G. VANSON

R 375
R 450

THE CHARAXINAE BUTTERFLIES OF AFRICA (IN A
LEATHER CASE)

STEPHEN HENNING

R 3 000

THE DICTIONARY OF BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS
THE MACROLEPIDOPTERA OF THE PALEARCTIC
FAUNA
THE OBSERVERS BOOK OF BUTTERFLIES
THE OBSERVERS BOOK OF BUTTERFLIES
THE OBSERVERS BOOK OF LARGER BRITISH MOTHS
THE PURSUIT OF MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES AND
MOTHS

ALLAN WATSON PAUL WHALLEY
BOMBYCES & SPHINGES

R 375
R 450

W.J. STOKOE (2 COPIES)
W.J. STOKOE
R.L.E. FORD
PATRICK MATTHEWS
ROBERT GOODDEN

R 225
R 225
R 225
R 300
R 300

THE WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES

VALERIO SBORDONI & SAVERIO
FORESTIERO (2 COPIES)

R 100

THE WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES

VALERIO SBORDONI &SAVERIO
FORESTIERO

R 100

THE WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS

UMBERTO PARENTI

R 150
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Butterfly Events
Bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort are to be reinstated – further
news to follow shortly.

BOOKS
LepSoc Africa Book Stock
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D.
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and
R175 respectively.
Please order using the LSA Website
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows:
From the Home page, select the Publications tab
at the top of the page.
Select Shop near the top-right of this page.
Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of
Metamorphosis contained on this page.
Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page.
Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require
and Place Order!
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An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams)
The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly
species, a large number of which are endemic to the region; this superb
book is essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies!
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased
online (in the UK) for £23.99.
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to
postage and import charges, but should be about R600 or a little more.
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com

Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic
revisions.
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify
importing another tranche.
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to Gauteng residents and will
make a plan with buyers from other areas!

Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini)
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families:
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers.
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider
area.
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Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker)
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae.
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude.
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be
available from Hermann Staude.
hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de

Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
(Steve Woodhall)
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies.
Butterflies of South Africa

COLLECTORS CORNER

If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan
McErlaine (082 446 5136).
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies.
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”.
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability.
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies
CC)
www.madhornet.co.za
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
076 563 2084
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FEATURES
English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson)
There are currently 6476 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 330 genera.
To date we have compiled proposed butterfly names for 3299 taxa in 209 genera; we are more
than half way!
There have been complaints that the English-naming system is undemocratic and that we are not
taking the naming-process seriously enough. My response is as follows:
a. The project is being undertaken in broad daylight; anyone is able to participate and no
proposals will be ignored. If you believe the current methodology is flawed, or can be
improved upon, please let me know.
b. Most (about 70%) African butterflies do not currently have English names. The objectives
for naming butterflies has been outlined below and if anyone has any objections to this
methodology, I haven’t heard anything since we commenced with the project two years
ago. As for not taking the project seriously, I honestly believe we are doing the best we can.
Obviously there will be instances where names are inappropriate or could be improved
upon: if you see an example of this, please don’t hesitate to make a suggestion of your
own!
I get the impression that some people are upset that their preferred choice of butterfly names are
being overlooked. I appeal to everyone to get involved - we are not mind readers. If you have any
suggestions, please let me know - not a single suggestion will be ignored. It is very easy to
criticise a proposed name, however you may find that it is not that simple to develop an
appropriate name yourself - why not try it!
We have commenced “finalizing” names in cases where a family or subfamily of butterflies has
been completed; the current list (just over 1000 taxa) can be viewed via the link below:
Approved List - 01 Apr 2021
The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the
most recent names in print, are the current placeholders and are the names used in this
newsletter. These names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least
one alternative proposal will be subjected to a vote.
OBJECTIVES
1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names.
2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts in other words, the vast majority of butterfly enthusiasts!
3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world.
63

GUIDELINES
1. If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern,
size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.
2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if at all possible. Annotation such as
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name
for a South African taxa, unless as a distinction between northern and southern subspecies.
3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus
entabeni) for example.
METHOD AND PROGRAM
Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published
English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the
tables below.
2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed
as an alternative proposal under your name.
3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to
go; about four years at the current rate.
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list
1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain.
2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been
completed.
We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been “finalized” already).
Mylothris had been completed previously, but has had to be redone subsequent to the publication
of Haydon Warren-Gash’s book (the number of taxa increased from 125 to 164).
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GENUS
Charaxes
Euphaedra
Acraea
Iolaus
Bebearia
Mylothris
Lepidochrysops
Papilio
Cymothoe
Telchinia
Bicyclus
Anthene
Euriphene
Liptena
Colotis
Neptis
Apallaga
Pentila
Aloeides
Ornipholidotos
Heteropsis
Chrysoritis
Amauris
Graphium
Belenois
Pilodeudorix
Neurellipes
Cephetola
Stempfferia
Aslauga
Pseudacraea
Cigaritis
Aphnaeus
Euptera
Telipna
Lachnocnema
Strabena
Deudorix
Hypolycaena
Thestor
Micropentila
Alaena
Abantis
Uranothauma
Euchrysops
Junonia
Pseudaletis
Spialia
Triclema
Axiocerses
Baliochila
Mimacraea
Sarangesa
Celaenorrhinus
Eagris
Platylesches

GENUS NAME
Charaxes
Forester
Acraea
Sapphire
Small Forester
Dotted Border
Giant Cupid
Swallowtail
Glider
Amber
Bush Brown
Ciliate Blue
Nymph
Liptena
Tip
Sailer
Yellow Sprite
Spotted Buff
Russet
Glasswing
Low-eye
Opal
Friar
Swordtail
Caper White
Blue Playboy
Zebra Hairtail
Dark Flash
Plain Flash
Purple
False Acraea
Silverline
Highflier
Pilot
Telipna
Woolly Legs
High-eye
Playboy
Fairy Hairstreak
Skolly
Dots
Zulu
Paradise Skipper
Heart
Smoky Blue
Pansy
Fantasy
Sandman
Small Hairtail
Scarlet
Mottled Buff
Acraea Mimic
Elfin
Dark Sprite
Flat
Hopper

COUNT
457
346
206
174
166
164
158
157
153
150
125
107
107
100
94
94
88
81
75
75
70
69
66
66
65
65
64
55
52
51
51
46
44
44
39
38
37
35
35
35
34
33
32
32
31
31
31
29
29
28
28
28
28
27
27
27

GENUS
Ypthima
Afriodinia
Precis
Sevenia
Hypolimnas
Mimeresia
Pseudathyma
Appias
Coeliades
Falcuna
Gorgyra
Metisella
Brakefieldia
Dixeia
Iridana
Capys
Neocoenyra
Borbo
Ceratrichia
Cerautola
Cupidesthes
Eresina
Geritola
Kedestes
Pseudonympha
Tetrarhanis
Aphysoneura
Stugeta
Eicochrysops
Eresiomera
Euryphura
Harpendyreus
Leptotes
Thermoniphas
Chloroselas
Hewitsonia
Paradeudorix
Artitropa
Tuxentius
Andronymus
Eretis
Osmodes
Eurema
Leptosia
Tarucus
Leptomyrina
Meza
Nepheronia
Palla
Perrotia
Stygionympha
Willema
Gretna
Hypophytala
Myrina
Orachrysops

GENUS NAME
Three-ring
Judy
Commodore
Tree Nymph
Diadem
Harlequin
False Sergeant
Albatross
Policeman
Marble
Leaf Sitter
Sylph
Patroller
Ant-heap White
Sapphire Gem
Protea
Round Ringlet
Swift
Forest Sylph
Angled Flash
Light Hairtail
Tree Buff
Light Flash
Ranger
Brown
On-off
Bamboo Ringlet
Marbled Sapphire
Ash Blue
Pearly
Commander
Mountain Blue
Zebra Blue
Chalk Blue
Gem
Tiger Flash
Fairy Playboy
Night Fighter
Pie
Dart
Elf
White-spots
Grass Yellow
Spirit
Pierrot
Black-eye
Three-spot Missile
Vagrant
Palla
Bamboo Dart
Hillside Brown
Sylph
Twilight Skipper
Banded Flash
Fig-tree Blue
Cupid

COUNT
26
25
25
25
24
24
24
23
23
23
23
23
22
22
22
21
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
19
19
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
17
17
16
16
15
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
12
12
12
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GENUS
Vanessa
Caenides
Nervia
Trimenia
Acleros
Cacyreus
Colias
Eurytela
Leona
Pteroteinon
Azanus
Chondrolepis
Cooksonia
Deloneura
Issoria
Lipaphnaeus
Oboronia
Oxylides
Scopulifera
Chilades
Citrinophila
Durbania
Euliphyra
Fulda
Neita
Pardaleodes
Protogoniomorpha
Tarsocera
Teriomima
Antanartia
Ariadne
Calleagris
Dingana
Hemiolaus
Larinopoda
Salamis
Serradinga
Syrmoptera
Teracolus
Torbenia
Zophopetes
Argemma
Dira
Epitolina
Fresna
Hypoleucis
Lycaena
Melphina
Paracleros
Phalanta
Phasis
Pontia
Tagiades
Torynesis
Tsitana
Astictopterus

GENUS NAME
Admiral
Recluse
Painted Ranger
Silver-spotted Copper
Dusky Dart
Bronze
Clouded Yellow
Piper
Large Recluse
Red-eye
Babul Blue
Snow-horned Skipper
Tiger Mimic
Large Buff
Fritillary
Silver Speckle
Ginger Blue
False Head
Orange Sprite
Jewel
Lemon Buff
Rocksitter
Witch
Malagasy Hopper
Large Ringlet
Pathfinder
Mother-of-Pearl
Spring Widow
Yellow Buff
Admiral
Castor
Milky Flat
Widow
Hairstreak
Pierid Buff
Mother-of-Pearl
Speckled Widow
False Head
Tip
Glasswing
Palm Night-fighter
Forest Sylph
Autumn Widow
Dull Flash
Acraea Hopper
Costus Skipper
Copper
Forest Swift
Dusky Dart
Leopard
Arrowhead
Meadow White
Clouded Flat
Veined Widow
Sylph
Dark Ranger

COUNT
12
11
11
11
10
10
10
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5

GENUS
Aterica
Byblia
Danaus
Euploea
Evena
Gnophodes
Hovala
Libythea
Melphinyet
Paronymus
Physcaeneura
Pinacopteryx
Pseudopontia
Semalea
Spalgis
Tirumala
Actizera
Ampittia
Apaturopsis
Argyrocheila
Cassionympha
Cnodontes
Coenyropsis
Cupidopsis
Dapidodigma
Dotta
Durbaniella
Epitola
Erikssonia
Etesiolaus
Euthecta
Gegenes
Haydonia
Hewitola
Hypomyrina
Lissia
Megalopalpus
Monza
Neptidopsis
Obania
Ortholexis
Paralethe
Parasiomera
Parnara
Parosmodes
Pseuderesia
Saribia
Teniorhinus
Toxochitona
Vanessula
Zeritis
Afrogegenes
Caprona
Catopsilia
Ceratricula
Coenyra

GENUS NAME
Glade Nymph
Joker
Tiger
Crow
Large Pathfinder
Evening Brown
Malagasy Yellow Sylph
Snout
Forest Swift
Large Dart
Webbed Ringlet
Zebra White
Ghost
Silky Skipper
Harvester
Monarch
Rayed Blue
Ranger
Empress
Fairy Buff
Dull Brown
Plain Buff
Lined Ringlet
Meadow Blue
Virgin
Spangled Ranger
Rocksitter
Pointed Flash
Acraea Copper
Green Sapphire
Small Buff
Dodger
Evening Brown
Pointed Flash
Orange Playboy
Large Recluse
Harvester
Grass Skipper
False Sailer
Obania
Scarce Sprite
Bush Beauty
Harlequin
Watchman
Orange
Harlequin
Malagasy Judy
Small Fox
Fluttering Buff
Lady’s Maid
Checkered Gem
Dodger
Ragged Skipper
Migrant
Tufted Forest Sylph
Shadefly

COUNT
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
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GENUS
Crudaria
Cyrestis
Eresinopsides
Euchloe
Flandria
Galerga
Gamia
Hallelesis
Harma
Kakumia
Kallimoides
Larsenia
Leucochitonea
Malaza
Melitaea
Mesoxantha
Monile
Phytala
Pieris
Prosopalpus
Pseudonacaduba
Teratoneura
Tylopaedia
Xanthodisca
Zenonia
Zintha
Acada
Aethiopana
Alenia
Bettonula
Brephidium
Brusa
Catacroptera
Cynandra
Elphinstonia
Elymnias
Eronia
Euryphurana
Freyeria
Hollandus
Kobelana
Lachnoptera
Lasiommata
Luthrodes
Mashuna
Melampias
Melanitis
Neaveia
Osphantes
Paternympha
Pelopidas
Procampta
Pseudoneptis
Ptelina
Pyrrhochalcia
Rhabdomantis

GENUS NAME
Grey
Map
Mottled Tree Buff
Green-striped White
Forest Sylph
Malagasy Sylph
Grand Skipper
Cream Ringlet
Angular Glider
Ant Buff
African Leaf
Swift
White-cloaked Skipper
Malagasy Sylph
False Fritillary
Drury’s Delight
Jewelled Hairtail
Forest Flash
Cabbage White
Dwarf Skipper
Lineblue
Isabella
King Copper
Yellow Disc
Spotted Hopper
Pierrot
Axehead
Acraea Flash
Speckled Sandman
Brown Sprite
Pygmy Blue
Marbled Swift
Pirate
Brilliant Nymph
Green-striped White
Palmfly
Vine-leaf Vagrant
Noble Commander
Jewel
Pathfinder
Dark Flat
Leopard
Wall Brown
Jewel
Marsh Ringlet
Boland Brown
Evening Brown
Pierine Blue
Lobed Skipper
Small Ringlet
Branded Swift
Elf
False Sailer
Bordered Buff
Policeman
Large Fox

COUNT
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

GENUS
Takliades
Triskelionia
Xanthonymus
Zizeeria
Aeropetes
Afrodryas
Ankola
Argynnis
Argyraspodes
Batelusia
Calopieris
Carcharodus
Catochrysops
Cesa
Congdonia
Ducarmeia
Durbaniopsis
Erionota
Euryphaedra
Gideona
Gomalia
Gyrogra
Hamanumida
Herila
Hipparchia
Isoteinon
Katreus
Kumothales
Lampides
Lepella
Mallika
Mashunoides
Moltena
Mopala
Neoepitola
Netrobalane
Noctulana
Oraidium
Pardopsis
Pharmacophagus
Ploetzia
Powellana
Pseudargynnis
Pseudoneaveia
Smerina
Tumerepedes
Vansomerenia
Ypthimomorpha
Zizina
Zizula

GENUS NAME
Policeman
Tricerate Elfin
Yellow Disc
Grass Blue
Mountain Pride
Autumn-leaf Vagrant
Red Disc
Fritillary
Silver-spotted Copper
Zebra Flash
Desert Beauty
Mallow Skipper
Shiny Blue
Gem
Plain Buff
Evening Brown
Rocksitter
Banana Skipper
Pointed Nymph
Pointed Tip
Green-marbled Sandman
Leaf Sitter
Guinea-fowl
Speckled Orange
Grayling
Dark Ranger
Giant Sprite
Congo Nymph
Pea Blue
Central Sylph
Jackson’s Leaf
Marsh Ringlet
Strelitzia Night-fighter
Grass Skipper
Congo Flash
Buff-tipped Skipper
Brown Forest Swift
Dwarf Blue
Polka Dot
Swallowtail
Malagasy Hopper
Congo Flash
Leopard Nymph
Congo Flash
Leopard
Nigerian Buff
Savanna Gem
Three-ring
Clover Blue
Gaika Blue

COUNT
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
6474
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The butterflies for which proposed names are listed in this newsletter are:
Mylothris (164 taxa), Meza (13 taxa), Scopulifera (9 taxa), Teniorhinus (4 taxa), Zenonia (3 taxa)
and Katreus (1 taxon).

COMMON NAME
Yellow Spotted Hopper
Congo Spotted Hopper
Orange Spotted Hopper*
Dark Three-spot Missile
Drab Three-spot Missile
Pale Drab Three-spot Missile
Volta Drab Three-spot Missile
Light Brown Missile
Zambian Missile
Snowy Missile
Miombo Missile
Margined Missile
Western Margined Missile
Dark Brown Missile
Ochre Three-spot Missile
Common Missile
Orange Small Fox
Fiery Small Fox
Black Small Fox
Pale Small Fox
Giant Sprite
Intricate Orange Sprite
Western Intricate Orange Sprite
Bokopi Orange Sprite
Congo Orange Sprite
Cameroon Orange Sprite
Central Orange Sprite
Western Orange Sprite
Pointed Orange Sprite
Western Pointed Orange Sprite
Savanna Dotted Border
Eastern Dotted Border
Somali Eastern Dotted Border
Congo Eastern Dotted Border
Jonquil Dotted Border
Malawi Jonquil Dotted Border
Umtali Jonquil Dotted Border
Angular Dotted Border
Dja Dotted Border
Arabian Dotted Border
Forest-path Dotted Border
Eastern Forest-path Dotted Border
Ghana Dotted Border
Scarce Dotted Border
Southern Scarce Dotted Border
Plain Dotted Border
Freetown Dotted Border
Kenge Dotted Border
Marsh Dotted Border
Small Marsh Dotted Border
Eastern Marsh Dotted Border

FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME
Zenonia anax
Zenonia crasta
Zenonia zeno
Meza banda
Meza cybeutes cybeutes
Meza cybeutes pallida
Meza cybeutes volta
Meza elba
Meza gardineri
Meza indusiata
Meza larea
Meza leucophaea bassa
Meza leucophaea leucophaea
Meza mabea
Meza mabillei
Meza meza
Teniorhinus harona
Teniorhinus ignita
Teniorhinus niger
Teniorhinus watsoni
Katreus johnstonii
Scopulifera intricata intricata
Scopulifera intricata tante
Scopulifera lamina
Scopulifera mulinzii
Scopulifera netta
Scopulifera nigropunctata
Scopulifera rosetta
Scopulifera sagamase sagamase
Scopulifera sagamase tropeki
Mylothris aburi
Mylothris agathina agathina
Mylothris agathina daalbi
Mylothris agathina richlora
Mylothris albissima albissima
Mylothris albissima murphyi
Mylothris albissima umtaliana
Mylothris alexanderi
Mylothris alluaudi
Mylothris arabicus
Mylothris asphodelus asphodelus
Mylothris asphodelus halecarpenteri
Mylothris atewa
Mylothris aurantiaca aurantiaca
Mylothris aurantiaca bugishu
Mylothris bansoana
Mylothris belcastroi
Mylothris beni
Mylothris bernice bernice
Mylothris bernice mackenziana
Mylothris bernice nigrovenosa

AUTHOR
Evans, 1937
Evans, 1937
(Trimen, 1864)
(Evans, 1937)
(Holland, 1894)
(Evans, 1937)
Miller, 1971
(Evans, 1937)
Collins & Larsen, 2008
(Mabille, 1891)
(Neave, 1910)
Lindsey & Miller, 1965
(Holland, 1894)
(Holland, 1894)
(Holland, 1893)
(Hewitson, 1877)
(Westwood, 1881)
(Mabille, 1877)
(Druce, 1910)
Holland, 1892
(Butler, 1888)
Libert, 2014
Libert, 2014
Libert, 2014
Libert, 2014
(Evans, 1937)
(Bethune-Baker, 1908)
Libert, 2014
(Collins & Larsen, 2005)
Libert, 2014
Larsen & Collins, 2003
(Cramer, [1779])
Warren-Gash, 2020
Suffert, 1904
Suffert, 1904
Warren-Gash, 2020
van Son, 1949
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Gabriel, 1954
Butler, 1888
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1980
Rebel, 1914
Warren-Gash, 2020
Talbot, 1944
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
(Hewitson, [1866])
Sharpe, 1891
Berger, 1981
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Southern Marsh Dotted Border
Central Marsh Dotted Border
Nimba Dotted Border
Mwinilunga Dotted Border
Black-dusted Dotted Border
Chartreuse Dotted Border
Mitumba Dotted Border
Angolan Dotted Border
Bioko Dotted Border
Black-banded Dotted Border
Eastern Black-banded Dotted Border
Congo Black-tipped Dotted Border
Orange-based Dotted Border
Loima Dotted Border
Shade Dotted Border
Djimma Dotted Border
Tanzania Mountain Dotted Border
Mountain Dotted Border
Forest Dotted Border
Western Sulphur Dotted Border
Chalky Dotted Border
Nguru Chalky Dotted Border
Central Chalky Dotted Border
Western Cream Dotted Border
Cream Dotted Border
Eastern Cream Dotted Border
Kasisi Dotted Border
Frail Dotted Border
Congo Frail Dotted Border
Shaba Frail Dotted Border
Ethiopian Dotted Border
Bioko White Dotted Border
Yellow Dotted Border
Lusambo Dotted Border
Fouta Dotted Border
Bioko Cream Dotted Border
Angola Dotted Border
Ochre-based Dotted Border
Grey Dotted Border
Small Mountain Dotted Border
Lurid Dotted Border
Comoro Dotted Border
Mabira Dotted Border
Orange-cast Dotted Border
Kivu Orange-cast Dotted Border
Yellow Orange-cast Dotted Border
Kenya Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border
Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border
Mountain Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border
Rwanda Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border
Black-tipped Dotted Border
Shining White Dotted Border
Kahusi Dotted Border
Off-white Dotted Border
Usambara Dotted Border
Kivu Dotted Border
Ruwenzori Kivu Dotted Border
Nyungwe Kivu Dotted Border
Obudu Dotted Border

Mylothris bernice rubricosta
Mylothris bernice woodhalli
Mylothris boireaui
Mylothris bouyeri
Mylothris canescens
Mylothris carcassoni
Mylothris carolinae
Mylothris carvalhoi
Mylothris cederici
Mylothris chloris chloris
Mylothris chloris clarissa
Mylothris citius
Mylothris citrina
Mylothris collinsi
Mylothris continua
Mylothris cousinae
Mylothris crawshayi bunduki
Mylothris crawshayi crawshayi
Mylothris croceus
Mylothris dimidiata
Mylothris dollmani dollmani
Mylothris dollmani nguru
Mylothris dollmani noel
Mylothris dubia alcuana
Mylothris dubia dubia
Mylothris dubia flavisparsa
Mylothris ducarmei
Mylothris elodina elodina
Mylothris elodina nina
Mylothris elodina pelenge
Mylothris erlangeri
Mylothris fernandina
Mylothris flaviana
Mylothris fontainei
Mylothris fouta
Mylothris furvus
Mylothris gabela
Mylothris goma
Mylothris hecqi
Mylothris hilara
Mylothris holochroma
Mylothris humbloti
Mylothris insignis
Mylothris interposita celisi
Mylothris interposita interposita
Mylothris interposita mafuga
Mylothris jacksoni clio
Mylothris jacksoni jacksoni
Mylothris jacksoni lequeuxi
Mylothris jacksoni mayenceae
Mylothris jaopura
Mylothris josi
Mylothris kahusiana
Mylothris katera
Mylothris kiellandi
Mylothris kiwuensis kiwuensis
Mylothris kiwuensis marielouisae
Mylothris kiwuensis nyungwe
Mylothris knoopi

(Mabille, 1890)
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Joicey & Talbot, 1922
van Son, 1948
Warren-Gash, 2020
Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2009
Collins, 1997
(Fabricius, 1775)
Butler, 1888
Oremans, 2019
Aurivillius, 1898
Warren-Gash, 2020
Talbot, 1944
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1980
Butler, 1896
Butler, 1896
Aurivillius, 1898
Riley, 1921
Warren-Gash, 2020
Talbot, 1944
Grünberg, 1910
Aurivillius, 1907
Warren-Gash, 2020
Hecq, 2001
Talbot, 1944
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1981
Pagenstecher, 1902
Schultze, 1914
Grose-Smith, 1898
Berger, 1952
Warren-Gash, 2020
Bernardi, 1953
Berger, 1979
Berger, 1981
Berger, 1952
(Karsch, 1892)
Talbot, 1944
(Oberthür, 1888)
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1981
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Berger, 1981
Warren-Gash, 2020
Sharpe, 1891
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1987
Karsch, 1893
Larsen, 1986
Hecq, 2001
Berger, 1979
Berger, 1985
Grünberg, 1910
Berger, 1979
Warren-Gash, 2020
Hecq, 2005
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Cameroon Dotted Border
Ethiopia Toothed Dotted Border
Toothed Dotted Border
Uluguru Dotted Border
Orange Dotted Border
Sand Dotted Border
Kivu Matt Dotted Border
Matt Dotted Border
White Dotted Border
Menagesha Dotted Border
Abyssinian Dotted Border
Nigeria White-patch Dotted Border
White-patch Dotted Border
Rwanda White-patch Dotted Border
Mahale Oval-spot Dotted Border
Oval-spot Dotted Border
Kenya Oval-spot Dotted Border
Grand Comore Dotted Border
Ochreous Dotted Border
Mulungu Dotted Border
Tsaratanana Malagasy Dotted Border
Ranamofana Malagasy Dotted Border
Malagasy Dotted Border
Zombitse Malagasy Dotted Border
Morogoro Dotted Border
Red-based Dotted Border
West African Dotted Border
Primrose Dotted Border
Smoky Dotted Border
Southern Canary Dotted Border
Sao Tome Canary Dotted Border
Canary Dotted Border
Common Dotted Border
Angled Dotted Border
Northern Angled Dotted Border
Southern Twin Dotted Border
Magamba Twin Dotted Border
Kashitu Twin Dotted Border
Twin Dotted Border
Tiriki Twin Dotted Border
Kenya Lemon Dotted Border
Nyika Lemon Dotted Border
Small Lemon Dotted Border
Lemon Dotted Border
Lime Dotted Border
Amber Dotted Border
Bioko Round-wing Dotted Border
Round-wing Dotted Border
Malawi Dusky Dotted Border
Dusky Dotted Border
Southern Didinga Dotted Border
Didinga Dotted Border
Zambia Yellow-based Dotted Border
Yellow-based Dotted Border
Mulanje Dotted Border
Southern Rainforest Dotted Border
Rainforest Dotted Border
Large Smoky Dotted Border
Northern Large Sulphur Dotted Border

Mylothris knutssoni
Mylothris latimargo amhara
Mylothris latimargo latimargo
Mylothris leonora
Mylothris marginea
Mylothris mavunda
Mylothris maxima kivu
Mylothris maxima maxima
Mylothris melita
Mylothris menagesha
Mylothris mortoni
Mylothris nagichota discus
Mylothris nagichota nagichota
Mylothris nagichota rwandensis
Mylothris narcissus mahale
Mylothris narcissus narcissus
Mylothris narcissus oldeanensis
Mylothris ngaziya
Mylothris ochracea
Mylothris ochrea
Mylothris phileris aurata
Mylothris phileris leesi
Mylothris phileris phileris
Mylothris phileris teresae
Mylothris pluviata
Mylothris polychroma
Mylothris poppea
Mylothris primulina
Mylothris pseudohilara
Mylothris rembina nubila
Mylothris rembina pyrczi
Mylothris rembina rembina
Mylothris rhodope
Mylothris ruandana ruandana
Mylothris ruandana subsolana
Mylothris rueppellii haemus
Mylothris rueppellii magamba
Mylothris rueppellii rhodesiana
Mylothris rueppellii rueppellii
Mylothris rueppellii tirikensis
Mylothris sagala cephisus
Mylothris sagala dentatus
Mylothris sagala neumanni
Mylothris sagala sagala
Mylothris sagitta
Mylothris schoutedeni
Mylothris schumanni bioko
Mylothris schumanni schumanni
Mylothris seminigra mangoche
Mylothris seminigra seminigra
Mylothris septentrionalis kadam
Mylothris septentrionalis septentrionalis
Mylothris shaba richardsoni
Mylothris shaba shaba
Mylothris similis
Mylothris sjoestedti indala
Mylothris sjoestedti sjoestedti
Mylothris smithii
Mylothris solilucis liberti

Aurivillius, 1891
Ungemach, 1932
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Krüger, 1928
Joicey & Talbot, 1925
Hancock & Heath, 1985
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Blachier, 1912
Warren-Gash, 2020
Talbot, 1944
Warren-Gash, 2020
Kielland, 1990
Butler, 1888
Kielland, 1990
(Oberthür, 1888)
Aurivillius, 1895
Berger, 1981
(Oberthür, 1923)
Collins & Warren-Gash, 2020
(Boisduval, 1833)
Collins & Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1980
Berger, 1981
(Cramer, [1777])
Butler, 1897
Strand, 1912
(Möschler, 1884)
Warren-Gash, 2020
(Plötz, 1880)
(Fabricius, 1775)
Strand, 1909
Hecq, 2001
(Trimen, 1879)
Warren-Gash, 2020
Riley, 1921
(Koch, 1865)
Neave, 1904
Talbot, 1946
Butler, 1896
Sharpe, 1896
Grose-Smith, 1886
Clifton, 1980
Berger, 1952
Warren-Gash, 2020
Suffert, 1904
Warren-Gash, 2020
d’Abrera, 1980
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1981
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1981
Lathy, 1906
Warren-Gash, 2020
Aurivillius, 1895
(Mabille, 1879)
Warren-Gash, 2020
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Large Sulphur Dotted Border
Elgon Dotted Border
Jiwundu Swamp Dotted Border
Small Dotted Border
Malagasy Large Dotted Border
Pink-based Dotted Border
Suam Dotted Border
Eastern Variable Dotted Border
Variable Dotted Border
Golden Dotted Border
Abyssinyian Dotted Border
Pointed Dotted Border
Sulphur Dotted Border
Mabira Small Dotted Border
Enigmatic Dotted Border
Katera Dotted Border
Nyassa Fragile Dotted Border
Amani Fragile Dotted Border
Mulanje Fragile Dotted Border
Elgon Fragile Dotted Border
Rondo Fragile Dotted Border
Selinda Fragile Dotted Border
Fragile Dotted Border
Eastern Zaire Dotted Border
Zaire Dotted Border

Mylothris solilucis solilucis
Mylothris somereni
Mylothris sophiae
Mylothris spica
Mylothris splendens
Mylothris stewarti
Mylothris suam
Mylothris sulphurea basalis
Mylothris sulphurea sulphurea
Mylothris superbus
Mylothris swaynei
Mylothris talboti
Mylothris trimenia
Mylothris uniformis
Mylothris wahlbergi
Mylothris winstoni
Mylothris yulei ertli
Mylothris yulei kilimensis
Mylothris yulei mulanje
Mylothris yulei rhodopoides
Mylothris yulei rondonis
Mylothris yulei selinda
Mylothris yulei yulei
Mylothris zairiensis vanessae
Mylothris zairiensis zairiensis

Schultze, 1914
Talbot, 1946
Warren-Gash, 2020
(Möschler, 1884)
Le Cerf, 1927
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Aurivillius, 1907
Aurivillius, 1895
Kielland, 1985
Butler, 1899
Berger, 1980
(Butler, 1869)
Talbot, 1944
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Suffert, 1904
Kielland, 1990
Warren-Gash, 2020
Warren-Gash, 2020
Kielland, 1990
Warren-Gash, 2020
Butler, 1897
Warren-Gash, 2020
Berger, 1981

Names with an asterisk* are not the current placeholders
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens
LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George (not part of the
SANBI fold, but with an associated Memorandum of Understanding), Graham Henning is looking
at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering Kirstenbosch and I’m
responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort; a few people have
offered to help with this. Christopher Willis has volunteered to look after Lowveld Botanical
Gardens in Nelspruit (Mbombela).
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterflyabundance over the following months and years.
Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach)
Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 17 March and 20 April and recorded fifteen
species, including Western Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus clytus) on each
occasion. Eight butterflies have been present on all four monthly visits this year:
Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus), Water Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus
fracta fracta), Bush Bronze (Cacyreus lingeus), Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus),
African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna), African Plain Tiger / African
Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), Garden Acraea (Acraea horta), Citrus
Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus demodocus) and Eastern Dotted Border
(Mylothris agathina agathina).
Fanie’s route is indicated on the right.
Lowveld (Christopher Willis)
Christopher visited Lowveld on 20 March and 2 April and found 41 and 50 species respectively.
He has recorded four new species for Lowveld within this reporting period: Water Watchman
(Parnara monasi) was found in March and Pale-yellow Amber (Telchinia burni) in April; both pretty
good records in my opinion.
Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa) and Pink Cupreous Ash Blue (Eicochrysops
messapus mahallakoaena) were found in both March and April.

Pseudacraea lucretia expansa
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis

Parnara monasi
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis

Telchinia burni
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis
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Harold Porter (Graham Henning)
Graham has visited Harold Porter five times this year; the checklist has grown from 27 to 40
butterflies.
The first sighting of Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus clytus) was made on 23 March. March’s
checklist (16 species) returned the highest Butterfly Index of the Botanical Garden’s surveys to
date: 5.3 (Excellent).
Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson)
Lourens Erasmus has very kindly undertaken the WSBG surveys for March and April. He recorded
yet another new species for the gardens in March: Northern Yellow Zulu (Alaena amazoula
ochroma).

Anthene amarah amarah
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Telchinia encedon encedon
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Alaena amazoula ochroma
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Hypolimnas misippus
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Junonia hierta cebrene
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Coeliades forestan forestan
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Junonia orithya madagascariensis
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Nervia nerva nerva
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Papilio nireus lyaeus
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index:
The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit will be converted to an
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
Where “n” is the number of species observed and “F” is a regional factor, obtained from the
following table:
GARDEN
George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

FACTOR (F)
25%
25%
25%
100%
75%

The factors can be retrospectively changed, once we’ve got more data, but the idea is to compare
relative butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis.
The data for the 2020 – 2021 season is captured in the table below and the results indicated
graphically. Where there is no record for a specific month, the graph does not record a zero, but
progresses linearly to the next data point.
Jul
George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

Aug

22

3

Sep

Oct

4

7

29

2.1

3.6

22

2020 - 2021 SEASON
Dec
Jan
11 3.9
3.7 14 4.7 14 4.7
3.4
12 4.2
27 2.8
2.9 36 4.2 41 4.6

Nov
2.9

3

10
9
21

Feb
11
10
27
38

Mar
3.9
3.7
2.8
4.4

16
15
41
39

5.3
5
3.7
4.5

Apr

15
50
29

May

Jun

5
4.3
3.6
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson)
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018.
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa have commenced butterfly-surveys of several National
Botanical Gardens, which will be incorporated into the Butterfly Index data.
A graph indicating a summary of records to date is indicated below. In March we recorded the
highest average monthly score since the inception of the Butterfly Index (4.6) and 2021 has been
the best year so far. This may of course be a spike in an otherwise downwards spiral, but we can
at least now monitor this:

2018 to 2021
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
January

February

March

April

May

IDEAL

June
2018

July
2019

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species
seen at a single locality in a single day. If your survey is
superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based on
observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let
me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5.
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving
butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible to export
these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a
key requirement of the new permitting system.

August September October November December
2020

2021

Biome

Factor

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.)

100%

Highveld Savanna (H.S.)

75%

Highveld Grassland (H.G.)

50%

Arid Savanna (A.S.)

35%

Karoo (K)

25%

Fynbos (F)

25%

Afromontane Forest (A.F.)

75%

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n
represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
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NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

ABUNDANCE
INDEX

BIOME
Lowveld
Savanna or
Forest (L.S.)

Highveld
Savanna
(H.S)

Highveld
Grassland
(H.G.)

Arid Savanna
(A.S)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane
Forest (A.F.)

>79

>59

>39

>27

>19

>20

>59

5

Excellent

4

Good

52 to 79

39 to 59

26 to 39

19 to 27

13 to 19

13 to 20

39 to 59

3

Average

29 to 51

21 to 38

15 to 25

10 to 18

8 to 12

8 to 12

21 to 38

2

Poor

10 to 28

7 to 21

5 to 14

4 to 9

3 to 7

3 to 7

7 to 21

1

Very Poor

≤9

≤7

≤4

≤3

≤2

≤2

≤7

0

No Data

Methodology
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces.
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea
superfamily (traditional butterflies).
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest
rating will be used.
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives!
Objectives
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks
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Data – March and April:
2021
PROVINCE

MAR
Index

Score

4

KwaZulu-Natal

APR

Locality

Biome

Observer

39

WSBG

H.S.

3.4

38

Kranzkloof

Limpopo

5.4

92

Mpumalanga

4.9

Western Cape

5.3

Gauteng

Index

Score

Locality

Lourens Erasmus

3.6

Biome

Observer

29

WSBG

H.S.

L.S.

Mark Liptrot

Lourens Erasmus

4.4

63

oNgoye Forest

L.S.

Lekgalammetse

L.S.

Jeremy Dobson

Steve Woodhall

3.9

50

Lowveld

L.S.

58

Mariepskop

A.F.

Jeremy Dobson

Christopher Willis

16

Harold Porter

F

Graham Henning

5

15

Kirstenbosch

F

Fanie Rautenbach

Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Southern Cape
North West
Free State
Lesotho
Swaziland

Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2021:
PROVINCE

2021 - SUMMARY
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Gauteng

4.8

4.1

4

3.6

KwaZulu-Natal

3.7

4.5

3.4

4.4

Limpopo

4.9

4.1

5.4

3.9

Mpumalanga

0

4.8

4.9

Western Cape

3.8

3.5

5.3

Eastern Cape

0

0

Northern Cape

0

4

Southern Cape

0

0

North West

0

0

Free State

0

0

Lesotho

0

0

Swaziland

0

0

May

June

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

5
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH
LepiMAP (Les Underhill)
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa.
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum.
http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville)
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of
taxonomic issues.
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude)
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3.
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
Refer to Hermann Staude’s CRG February newsletter under LATEST NEWS.

COREL
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species.
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below:
COREL - Structure and guidelines

78

Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson)
Thanks to SANBI and the University of Johannesburg, LepSoc Africa have received a further 35
Aloeides barcodes from the Karoo BioGaps project, made up of eight species. This has added one
new species to the project: Reference 806 (Wilgebosch, Eastern Cape – Dave Edge), which I’ve
listed as Aloeides clarki although it could equally well be A. gowani. Samples of A. clarki from
Coega have been acquired by Ernest Pringle, so this can be checked in due course.
In addition, the barcodes received from Jagiellonian University, Poland have been included in the
phylogenetic tree. These were samples collected by Szabolcs Safian in 2019, which added
Aloeides pallida grandis and Aloeides quickelbergei to the data set.
For interest, Aloeides clarki and Aloeides quickelbergei both sit in the Vansoni subgroup, whereas
Aloeides pallida grandis seems to be more closely related to the Thyra subgroup than the Pallidas!
The phylogeny has been analysed with the inclusion of barcodes of species representing almost
all genera in the Aphnaeinae subfamily – it appears that Erikssonia is closely related to Aloeides
molomo.
An updated phylogenetic arrangement is indicated on the following pages - I believe the overall
arrangement of the tree is now fairly robust. It should be appreciated however that several of the
species are represented by single barcodes; obtaining further sequences will greatly increase our
confidence in the data. In addition, while we now have a fairly good spread of Aloeides samples,
we are very short of material from type localities: this is vital for future taxonomic work. As such, I
propose that publication of our initial phylogenetic paper be delayed by another season, in which
we focus on obtaining as many samples from type-localities as possible.
With Dave Edge’s assistance I’ve listed the type localities and flight periods of all Aloeides in the
table on the following pages; samples have been colour-coded as per the key below. Please have
a look through this and try and target species that occur in your region next season.
Let’s try and make the table green!

CODE
1A
1B

DESCRIPTION
Multiple barcodes, including material from
(or near) the type locality.
Single barcode from, or near type locality.

2A

Multiple barcodes, but not from the type
locality.

2B

Single barcode, but not type material.

3A

Type material has been obtained for
sequencing, but has not been sequenced
yet.

3B

Material has been obtained for
sequencing, but not from type locality

4

No specimens to date.
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CODE
2A

Taxon
Almeida Copper
Aloeides almeida
(Felder, 1863)

4

Angolan Copper
Aloeides angolensis
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Pointed Copper
Aloeides apicalis
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Aranda Copper
Aloeides aranda
(Wallengren, 1857)

2B

2A

Type Locality
[South Africa]: “Cap der guten
Hoffnung”. [probably the
Knysna district (Pringle et al.,
1994)].
Angola: “Benguella”.

Flight Period
Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to April.
Sometimes there is a break in emergence in the midsummer months (Pringle et al., 1994).
Nothing published.

South Africa: “Cape Province:
O’okiep, Little Namaqualand”.

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Sep-Apr in warm areas, peaks Oct and Feb. Doublebrooded (Oct and Feb) in cooler areas (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle
et al., 1994).
March (Henning & Henning, 1994).

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”.
Eastern Cape.

Sivery Copper
Aloeides argenteus
Henning & Henning, 1994
Arid Copper
Aloeides arida
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Bampton’s Copper
Aloeides b amptoni
Tite & Dickson, 1977

Namibia: “riverbed near Sima
Hill, Kaokoland, 30 Mar. 1986,
H.C. Ficq.”
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Garies, 1,800 ft”.

Barbara’s Copper
Aloeides b arb arae
Henning & Henning, 1994
Barkly’s Copper
Aloeides b arklyi
(Trimen, 1874)

South Africa: “Barberton,
Transvaal, 3 Dec. 1989, N.K.
Owen-Johnston.”
[South Africa]: “Namaqualand,
Cape Colony”.

Brauer’s Copper
Aloeides b raueri
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Border Copper
Aloeides caffrariae
Henning, 1987
Caledon Copper
Aloeides caledoni
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Carolynn’s Copper
Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae
Dickson, 1983

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Bulhoek, Queenstown”.

4

De Hoop Copper
Aloeides carolynnae aurata
Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Witsand, 6 Sept.
1990, E.L. Pringle.”

3A

Coega Copper
Aloeides clarki
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Conrad's Copper
Aloeides conradsi conradsi
(Aurivillius, 1906)
Angonien Copper
Aloeides conradsi angoniensis
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Jackson's Copper
Aloeides conradsi jacksoni
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Talbot's Copper
Aloeides conradsi talb oti
Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Aloes-Coega Flats”.

4

2A

1B

1A

1A

3A

1A

2A

1A

2B

4

4

4

South Africa: “Cape Province:
22 km. NNE of Steinkopf”.

South Africa: “Quinera River,
East London, Cape”.
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Shaw’s Mountain, south of
Caledon”.
South Africa: “South Western
Cape Province: near Goudini”.

[Tanzania]: “Deutsch OstAfrika: Ukerewe”.
Malawi: “Ncheu”.

Kenya: “Nairobi”.

Tanzania: “Ngorongoro Crater,
Arusha District, 5,800'”.

Continuous midsummer broods, Sep-Apr, peak DecFeb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). August to
February (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in
late-summer (Mar-Apr) (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). August to December are the recorded
months (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Oct-Nov; may fly over a longer period
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
Double-brooded, Aug-Oct and Mar-May (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). At a locality south of
Clanwilliam there is a consistent autumn (April-May)
brood (Ball, vide Pringle et al., 1994). At Nuwerus
Schlosz encountered the species in May (Pringle et
al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Oct-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). October, November,
January and February (Pringle et al., 1994).
Two or more broods in summer, from Oct-Mar
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). October to
March (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (JanMar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). November to March (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (JanMar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). September to March (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Continous broods, from Oct-Apr (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et
al., 1994).
Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies
in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania
(Kielland, 1990d).
Flies in the dry season (August-September) in
Tanzania (Kielland, 1990d).
Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies
in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania
(Kielland, 1990d).
Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies
in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania
(Kielland, 1990d).
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CODE Taxon
2A
Damara Copper
Aloeides damarensis
damarensis (Trimen, 1891)

Type Locality
[Namibia]: “OmarambaOamatako”.

Mashona Copper
Aloeides damarensis mashona
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Roodepoort Copper
Aloeides dentatis dentatis
(Swierstra, 1909)
Maseru Copper
Aloeides dentatis maseruna
(Riley, 1938)
Depicta Copper
Aloeides depicta
Tite & Dickson, 1968

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia:
Bulawayo”.

2A

Dickson’s Copper
Aloeides dicksoni
Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Cradock, Cape
Province”.

2A

Dryas Copper
Aloeides dryas
Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Transvaal:
Zoutpansberg, Shilouvane”.

2B

Red Hill Copper
Aloeides egerides
(Riley, 1938)

South Africa: “Redhills
Simonstown”.

3A

Gowan’s Copper
Aloeides gowani
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Zambian Copper
Aloeides griseus
Riley, 1921
Henning’s Copper
Aloeides henningi
Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Naauwpoort”.

1A

Juana Copper
Aloeides juana
Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Hills 3½ miles S. of
Ladismith”.

1A

Kaplan’s Copper
Aloeides kaplani
Tite & Dickson, 1977
Worcester Copper
Aloeides lutescens
Tite & Dickson, 1968
McMaster’s Copper
Aloeides macmasteri
Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Sutherland”.

Maluti Copper
Aloeides maluti
Pringle, 1983
Marguerite’s Copper
Aloeides margaretae
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Mbulu Copper
Aloeides mb uluensis
Pringle, 1994

Lesotho: “Rafoelatsane,
Lesotho”.

3B

2B

2B

3B

2A

2A

3A

2A

3B

1B

1A

[South Africa]: “Waterval
Onder”.
[Lesotho]: “Maseru,
Basutoland”.
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Uitvlugt”.

[Zambia]: “Solwezi, N.W.
Rhodesia”.
South Africa: “Transvaal:
Struben’s Valley, Constantia
Kloof”.

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Below De Wets Berg, Brand
Vlei”.
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Hillmoor, Steynsburg”.

South Africa: “Cape Province:
South Lambert’s Bay”.
South Africa: “Mbulu, Transkei,
3 Jan. 1974, E.L. Pringle.”

Flight Period
Continous broods, Sep-Apr in southern areas. Year
round in arid north (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). Flies all year in warmer areas and from
September to April in cooler areas (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Recorded from September to April (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to March
(Pringle et al., 1994).
September to March (Pringle et al., 1994).

Continous broods through warmer months, Sep-Jun
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to
Autumn. There is a record for June (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Single-brooded, Oct-Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). Early November to mid-December on
the Bankberg and Winterberg and to the end of
December on the Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994).
Several broods through warmer months, Sep to as
late as Jun, peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et
al., 1994). There are also records from Barberton, in
June (Pringle et al., 1994) and Lekgalameetse, in
September (Williams, unpub. 2002).
Two main broods, Oct-Dec (peak Nov) and Jan-Apr
(peak Mar) (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
October to April but may be scarcer in midsummer
(Pringle et al., 1994).
Continous midsummer broods, Oct-Apr, peak DecFeb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
December (Pringle et al., 1994).
Nothing published. The specimens illustrated in
Afrotropical Butterflies are labelled 01 Oct 2013.
In cooler areas single-brooded, Sep-Nov; in warm
areas, second brood, Jan-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies
of South Africa). September to February (Pringle et al.,
1994). According to Henning the butterfly is only on
the wing from September to November at the type
locality (Pringle et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to December
and March are the recorded months (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Single-brooded, Sep-Dec, peak Oct (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). August and October are
the recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Mar, possibly with
some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
Summer and autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).
Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr, sometimes
overlapping (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
September to April (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Dec-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). Recorded in January and February
(Pringle et al., 1994).
Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). Spring to autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). November to January (Pringle et al.,
1994).
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CODE
3A

Taxon
Wakkerstroom Copper
Aloeides merces
Henning & Henning, 1986

Type Locality
South Africa: “Wakkerstroon,
Transvaal”.

2B

Molomo Copper
Aloeides molomo molomo
(Trimen, 1870)
Coalescent Copper
Aloeides molomo coalescens
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Handman's Copper
Aloeides molomo handmani
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Kielland's Copper
Aloeides molomo kiellandi
Carcasson, 1961
Kroon’s Copper
Aloeides molomo krooni
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Botswana Copper
Aloeides molomo mumb uensis
Riley, 1921
Cedarberg Copper
Aloeides monticola
Pringle, 1994
Mullin's Copper
Aloeides mullini
Henning & Henning, 1996
Namibia Copper
Aloeides namib iensis
Henning & Henning, 1994
Nolloth’s Copper
Aloeides nollothi
Tite & Dickson, 1977

[Lesotho]: “Koro-Koro”.

Cloud Copper
Aloeides nub ilus
Henning & Henning, 1982
Oreas Copper
Aloeides oreas
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Giant Copper
Aloeides pallida pallida
(Riley, 1938)
Grand Copper
Aloeides pallida grandis
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Jonathan's Copper
Aloeides pallida jonathani
Pringle, 1987
Tsitsikamma Copper
Aloeides pallida juno
Pringle, 1994
Knysna Copper
Aloeides pallida littoralis
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Baviaanskloof Copper
Aloeides pallida liversidgei
Pringle, 1994
Pennington’s Copper
Aloeides penningtoni
Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Klipbankspruit,
Sabie, Transvaal
[Mpumalanga]”.
South Africa: “Natal: Loteni”.

Dull Copper
Aloeides pierus
(Cramer, [1779])

[South Africa]: “Kaap de Goede
Hoop”.

4

1B

4

3A

4

1A

3A

4

1B

1B

3B

2A

1A

1A

3A

2A

1A

2A

2A

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia:
Umtali”.

Flight Period
Single-brooded, Oct-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). October and November (Pringle et al.,
1994). I've found mid to late December to be the best
time.
Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to December
(Pringle et al., 1994)
September to December (Pringle et al., 1994)

Malawi: “near Ncheu”.

Nothing published.

[Tanzania]: “Wanzizi, 1500 m.,
Mpanda, Western Province,
Tanganyika”.
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Kuruman”.

August to September (Kielland, 1990d).

[Zambia]: “Mumbwa”.

South Africa: “Cedarberg,
23.X.1990, V.L. Pringle.”

Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). August to January and
March-April (Pringle et al., 1994)
Nothing published.

Zimbabwe: “Zimbabwe:
Nyanga, 15.ix.1984, I. Mullin.”

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). Recorded in October and November
(Pringle, 1994).
Recorded from late August to late September (Pringle
et al., 1994).

Namibia: “Omatako
Omuramba, 30 Dec. 49.”

The type series was collected on 30 December
(Pringle et al., 1994).

South Africa: “Cape Province:
McDougall’s Bay (near Port
Nolloth)”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in
late-summer (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
Recorded from September to December (Pringle et
al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Sep-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). September and October are the only
recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Apr (peak Jan),
with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded: as early as Aug (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). From about September to
midsummer (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).
Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa).

South Africa: “Steyneberg
[Steynsburg] (C.P.)”.
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Du Toit’s Kloof”.
South Africa: “Kammanassie
Mountain”.
South Africa: “Karreedouw,
27.XI.1992, A.B. Pringle.”
South Africa: “Cape Province:
Knysna”.
South Africa: “Baviaanskloof 24
Nov. 1984 (P.S. Liversidge).”
South Africa: “Natal: Gillitts,
Durban”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November
and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).
Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November
and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).
Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa).
Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November
and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).
Several broods through warmer months, Aug-Jun,
peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). August to January and April are the recorded
months (Pringle et al., 1994).
Several broods, Sep-Apr, peaks Oct and Feb
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). In some
localities there is reduced emergence in midsummer (Pringle et al., 1994).
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CODE
2A

Taxon
Plowes Copper
Aloeides plowesi
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Pringle’s Copper
Aloeides pringlei
Tite & Dickson, 1976
Quickelberge’s Copper
Aloeides quickelb ergei
Tite & Dickson, 1968
Riley’s Copper
Aloeides rileyi
Tite & Dickson, 1976
Rossouw’s Copper
Aloeides rossouwi
Henning & Henning, 1982
Dune Copper
Aloeides simplex
(Trimen, 1893)

Type Locality
“Rhodesia: Salisbury”.

Flight Period
August to November, May and June (Pringle et al.,
1994).

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Winterberg”.

Single-brooded, Nov and Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies
of South Africa).

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Robinson Pass”.

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). The recorded months are November to
January (Pringle et al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa).

2B

Stevenson’s Copper
Aloeides stevensoni
Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia:
Rusape”. [False locality].

2A

Susan’s Copper
Aloeides susanae
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Swanepoel’s Copper
Aloeides swanepoeli
Tite & Dickson, 1973
Dusky Copper
Aloeides taikosama
(Wallengren, 1857)
Teare's Copper
Aloeides tearei
Henning & Henning, 1982
Red Copper
Aloeides thyra thyra
(Linnaeus, 1764)

South Africa: “Natal: Muden”.

1B

Brenton Copper
Aloeides thyra orientis
Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Knysna,
11.III.1987, E.L. Pringle.”

2A

Tite’s Copper
Aloeides titei
Henning, 1987
Southey’s Copper
Aloeides trimeni southeyae
Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Kastrol Nek,
Transvaal”.

2A

Trimen’s Copper
Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite &
Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Transvaal:
Witpoortje”.

2A

Van Son’s Copper
Aloeides vansoni
Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province:
Matjesfontein”.

4

1A

3B

3B

2A

2A

2A

3B

2A

1A

Lesotho: “Butha Buthe”.

South Africa: “Stoffberg,
Transvaal”.
South Africa: “Port Nolloth,
Cape Colony”. [False locality].

South Africa: “Natal: Botha’s
Hill (above railway line) 2,500'”.
[South Africa]: “Caffraria”.

[Namibia]: “13 km north of
Aus”.
[South Africa]: “Cap. B. Spei”.

South Africa: “Cape Province:
nr Mossel Bay”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). October to February
(Pringle et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Jan-Mar, depending
on rains (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).
September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). April (Heath
& Gardiner, 2009).
Single-brooded, Nov-Feb, but later summer
emergence is likely (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). November and December (Pringle et al.,
1994).
One, possibly two broods, Sep-Jan (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). October to January (Pringle
et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). August to December
(Pringle et al., 1994).
Continous broods, Aug-Apr, peaks Nov and Mar
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to
autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).
August to October, February and May are the months
so far recorded (Pringle et al., 1994).
Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr,
peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et
al., 1994).
Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr,
peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et
al., 1994).
Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of
South Africa). November to February (Pringle et al.,
1994).
Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak
Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to March
(Pringle et al., 1994).
Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak
Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle
et al., 1994).
Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's
Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to mid-summer
(Pringle et al., 1994).
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Detailed phylogentic tree
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Detailed phylogentic tree
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Aloeides Gallery : 2020 – 2021 Season

Aloeides simplex
Witsand, Northern Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides stevensoni
Wolkberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides aranda
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides oreas
Dirkiesdorp, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pierus
Hanover, Northern Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides taikosama
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides dentatis maseruna
Sebokeng, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides henningi
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Kalbosfontein, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nubilus
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides apicalis
Ceres, W Cape
Daryl De Beer

Aloeides caffrariae
Grahamstown, E Cape
David Taylor
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Aloeides barbarae
Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides dryas
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides rileyi
Golden Gate, Free State
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides “dentatis”
Witsieshoek, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeidesmerces
oreas
Aloeides
Witsieshoek,
KZN
Dirkiesdorp,
Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides “dentatis”
Tsomo, Eastern Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides damarensis damarensis
Tarkastad, Eastern Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides mbuluensis
Tsomo, Eastern Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides thyra thyra
Jacobs Bay, Western Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pallida littoralis
De Hoop, Western Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae
Worcester, Western Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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PUBLICATIONS

Metamorphosis
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor,
responsible for production.
2020 has been an unprecedented year for Metamorphosis and, due to the number of articles, the
journal is being published in four Parts.
Details regarding the costs of printing and posting hard copies are include on page 2 of this
newsletter; a summary of the content is included below, or view the Metamorphosis section of the
LepSoc Africa website under the Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org)
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/), or contact Dave at
orachrysops@gmail.com.

2019
Volume 30 Part 1
Articles: 58 - 68
Publication Date : 2019-12-31
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R145 excluding postage.
Volume 30 Part 2
Revision of the genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the Afrotropical
Region: Currently described taxa
Ian D. Richardson
R300 excluding postage.

2020
Volume 31 Part 1
Articles: 139 - 147
Publication Date : 2020-12-23
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R250 excluding postage.
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Volume 31 Part 2
DR. MARTIN KRÜGER : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey and Checklist of
the Lepidoptera of southern Africa
R350 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 3
The Caterpillar Rearing Group
Hermann Staude
R600 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 4
Outcomes of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA)
Silvia Mecenero et al.
R250 excluding postage.

2021
Volume 32 Part 1
New articles
Notes on the life history and taxonomy of Cerurina marshalli (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae:
Cerurinae)
Lydia R. J. Mulvaney
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OTHER BUTTERFLIES
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this
newsletter.
More from the Erebidae family and more from a large subfamily, the Erebinae:

Heteropalpia cortytoides
Johan Heyns

Ophiusa tirhaca
Johan Heyns

Hypanua xylina
Johan Heyns

Pandesma quenavadi
Johan Heyns

Ophiusa dianaris
Johan Heyns

Pandesma robusta
Johan Heyns
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Gauteng
I visited Hennops River in late March and recorded 27 species, which is OK, but not good for this
time of year (Abundance Index 3.5 – Average).
Nothing too special, but I saw a couple of Northern Yellow Zulu (Alaena amazoula ochroma),
which is the first time I’ve recorded this species from Hennops (Lourens Erasmus recently found it
at Walter Sisulu Botanical Garden). This butterfly seems to make a habit of flaring up at new
localities and, just as quickly, disappearing.

Axiocerses amanga amanga
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Alaena amazoula ochroma
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Mylothris agathina agathina
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Neptis saclava marpessa
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Hypolimnas misippus
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Tuxentius melaena melaena
Hennops River, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia mafa
Krugersdorp, Gauteng
Justin Bode

Papilio nireus lyaeus
Brenthurst Gardens, Gauteng
Reinier Terblanche

Some more Gauteng pictures below:

Cyligramma latona
Linden, Gauteng
Jan Praet
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Mpumalanga
Stephen Ball and Jan Praet visited Loding in March:

Acraea axina
Loding, Mpumalanga
Stephen Ball

Teracolus agoye agoye
Loding, Mpumalanga
Stephen Ball

Caprona pillaana
Loding, Mpumalanga
Stephen Ball

Limpopo
A relatively large group visited Mphaphuli and Gundani in April (Refer to “A slice of Paradise” by
Lourens Erasmus under LATEST NEWS).
I’ve included some photos from Stephen Ball that weren’t included in the article, below:

Acleros mackenii mackenii
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Byblia ilithyia
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Charaxes ethalion ethalion
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Charaxes guderiana guderiana
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Charaxes saturnus saturnus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball
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Some photos from Raimund Schutte, from Thabazimbi in February:

Byblia ilithyia
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Raimund Schutte

Precis antilope
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Raimund Schutte

Charaxes zoolina
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Raimund Schutte

Yet more photos from Limpopo…

Colotis calais calais
Mapungubwe, Limpopo
Vaughan Jessnitz
Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata
Franklyn Park, Limpopo
Johan Greyling

Abantis venosa / Abantis paradisea
Gundane, Limpopo
André Coetzer

Eastern Cape

Chrysoritis palmus margueritae
Kareedow, E Cape
Gregg Darling

Anthene amarah amarah
Port Alfred, E Cape
Rosie Greeff

Precis archesia archesia
Somerset East, E Cape
Rosie Greeff
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KZN (Steve Woodhall)
A few of us - me, Johnny de Beer and his Dad and son, and Wayne Johnston and his family) went
to oNgoye on the 7th anniversary (well, two weeks later on 25th April) of the date some of the KZN
LepSoc Africa bunch went there with Peter Sharland and the members of the Hong Kong
Lepidopterists’ Society and found Bicoloured Skipper (Abantis bicolor) in numbers. The weather
was initially cool but a rainbow appeared; it became good and we had high hopes. There were
loads of butterflies around – Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea) were like
confetti at a wedding – and the odd adrenaline pumper like East African Albatross (Appias sabina
phoebe) and Variegated Large Vagrant (Nepheronia argia variegata). But no Abantis bicolor! The
spot I’d marked on Google Earth had changed a lot. The grass was much longer and lusher, and
there were very few, if any, of the Gnidia calocephala flowering, which had been attracting them.
That’s the flower I think Ken Pennington mistakenly identified as White Scabious. I’ve never seen
White Scabious in the area – there were a few of the mauve variety but nothing was going for
them. Ribbon Bush (Hypoestes aristata) was everywhere, as was the similar Diclyptera clinopodia,
and they were covered in butterflies – but Hesperiidae were strangely scarce.
I can report that the ‘road’ along the northern edge of oNgoye looks just as scary as ever, but the
trusty Subaru Forester went up it like a rat up a drainpipe. There were a couple of seriously muddy
bits that had all of us going sideways at times, and the Subaru’s traction control light was flashing
constantly, but she never missed a beat. The part that goes through the forest to the place
Hermann and some of us camped years ago, and the big rocks where we used to find bicolor hilltopping, is blocked in several places by fallen trees. We didn’t bother with it.

Appias sabina phoebe
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Telchinia igola
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Cigaritis natalensis f obscurus
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Acraea natalica
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Nepheronia argia variegata
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Eurema floricola floricola
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall
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Some more photos from KZN:

Acraea oncaea
Msini Grassland, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Appias epaphia contracta
Burman Bush, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Paralethe dendrophilus indosa
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Metisella metis paris
oNgoye, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Telchinia cabira
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Euchrysops barkeri
Kenneth Stainbank, KZN
Suncana Bradley

Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi
Stanger, KZN
Wayne Johnston

Junonia natalica natalica
Blythedale Hills, KZN
Wayne Johnston
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AFRICA DESK
Tanzania

Telchinia vumbui
Mount Rungwe, Tanzania
Matthew Cock

Uranothauma heritsia intermedia
Mount Rungwe, Tanzania
Matthew Cock

Abantis paradisea
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Murray

Netrobalane canopus
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Murray

Tuxentius melaena melaena
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Murray

Stugeta bowkeri tearei
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Murray

Papilio nireus lyaeus
Zimbabwe
Dan Lee

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Zimbabwe
Dan Lee

Gnophodes diversa
Mount Rungwe, Tanzania
Matthew Cock

Zimbabwe
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LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors:
•
•
•

Jeremy Dobson (Chairman)
Justin Bode (Secretary)
Peter Ward (Treasurer)

Co-opted Councillors
•
•

Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis)
Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits)

Branch Chairmen
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State)
Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal)
Andrew Morton (Western Cape)
Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape)
Dave Edge (Southern Cape)
Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo)
Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape)
Michael Ochse (Germany)

The price of Metamorphosis Volume 31 (2020) – Part 1 is R250 for SA members, excluding
postage.

*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, standalone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments.
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children
under the age of 18.
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16
Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year; to renew your membership, click on the following
link:
LepSoc Africa subscriptions
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FOCUS ON…
Haydon Warren-Gash, author of Mylothris, is featured this month
One of the problems with a name like mine is that no-one is ever
quite sure which bit is which (my middle name is Boyd). I am
frequently called ‘Warren’, especially by Americans. All kinds of
combinations have come my way, not excluding the improbable
Hayley. But I have lived to tell the tale…
And that tale began in Kenya, where I was born in 1949. My parents
farmed coffee in the Kiambu area, north of Nairobi, and that is where
we lived till they sold the farm in 1962 and moved (eventually) to
England. Coffee plantations are not great for butterfly diversity, nor
in truth for wildlife in general. Lions had once roamed there, and our
immediate neighbour, whose family had settled there in 1906, had
photos on their wall to prove it. But the best we could hope for was
the odd zebra, lost and rather desperate, wandering through the
bushes. On the butterfly front, Virachola lorisona, which used the
coffee bush as a food plant, was seen as a deadly enemy, to be
eliminated by spraying. We also had visits from the Mau Mau.
Day-school education in the bush was not a realistic possibility, so off I went aged 6 to my first
boarding school (Turi), moving two years later to Pembroke House – still going strong - near Gilgil
in central Kenya. A fellow pupil was a certain Steve Collins. There, the deputy headmaster, a
butterfly enthusiast, helped persuade us – and many others – to take up the hobby. For many of
the boys it was a short-term ‘craze’, soon to be replaced by building dens in the bush, pouring hot
water down tarantula holes and waiting for infuriated spiders to come charging out, or practising
with .22 rifles on the range; but for some, it stuck. Many of the butterfly species found there were
broadly similar to those found elsewhere in open country from East to the warmer areas of South
Africa. But there were some interesting Lycaenids in particular, including Lepidochrysops species.
We had a lot of fun in an amateurish schoolboy way.
My younger brother, also at Pembroke, became interested too, as, less predictably, did my
mother. So in the school hols, off we used to go to the Coryndon (now National) museum in
Nairobi, where the curator of Lepidoptera was Robert Carcasson. He devoted much time to
helping with identification while inculcating the absolute need to attach data labels to each
specimen, and was only slightly deterred when, on one occasion, my mother forgot to put the
handbrake on while parking outside his office, and buckled the intervening wall. My father later
became interested, and my parents went off on collecting trips to Uganda, mostly in term-time, but
on one occasion taking my brother Justin and me with them too. Forest cover was still plentiful
then, and for us it was a first and exhilarating taste of the central forest belt fauna.
Such hobbies do not translate well into the northern climes of the UK. Not when you are used to
the wilds of Africa anyway. But interest revived in 1968, when I used my pre-university gap year to
take a teaching post at another prep school, Kaptagat, near Eldoret (now re-created as the
Nairobi-based Banda). At around 8000’, it was high enough to harbour some elusive and local
butterfly fauna, and in the school holidays I found ways to supplement both my income and my
collection by, among other things, taking coaching jobs with Uganda based families. One of them
was managing a tea plantation in the midst of the Kalinzu Forest. which at that period was much
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more extensive. Their main problem, almost unbelievably today, were the herds of elephant that
came out to trample the crop at night. I found butterflies there, including female Mylothris
specimens, that I have not encountered since.
It wasn’t all about butterflies. Kaptagat was into multi-tasking, and I well remember being
volunteered to referee an inter-school hockey match, despite having no idea of the rules. I was
reassured that this was no problem. All I had to do, if things looked as if they were getting messy,
or otherwise about every 5 minutes or so, was blow the whistle, and point at the ground. And that
is what I did. It worked a treat. The teams seemed to know what to do even if I did not, and all
parties emerged satisfied. I have no idea which side won.
Other things then largely took over. The joys of life at Cambridge, interspersed with Summer vacs
spent in the Americas, and collecting trips in South America. In Bolivia, on one occasion, I was
required to sign a certificate acknowledging that the General in charge of the area did not
guarantee my safety before I was allowed to proceed. Then initiation into London life, the Foreign
Office and soon enough marriage and a first posting to Turkey, where I was to be the Embassy’s
language expert, among other things. I knew not a word of Turkish, and Swahili wasn’t much help.
But it was remedied by 6 months at SOAS learning the basics, followed by 6 months in-country,
bargaining in the bazaars for random objects: the purpose being conversation rather than
purchase. It proved an excellent route to fluency, with my hosts charming and friendly and, if I was
not careful, my ending up with the object I was bargaining for as a gift at the end of a long morning
of Turkish coffee and conversation.
Our first child was born, and I was transferred to Madrid, where our daughter arrived to join her
brother. I bumped into a number of entomological enthusiasts in Spain and with their help
tentatively moved back into collecting. Then back to London where, soon after the Falklands war, I
became a Private Secretary (a kind of cross between chef-de-cabinet and bag carrier) to a Foreign
Office minister. This involved extensive travel, including to the recently liberated Falklands. They
are not a butterfly paradise. It being the southern winter I did not spot any, though I seem to recall
a Lampides boeticus on Ascension Island on the way.
But the voyage there is worth the telling. We had been warned that the Argentines might try to
shoot us down, so the minister persuaded a reluctant Foreign Office to take out life insurance on
our behalf. And the trip south from Ascension Island was by Hercules (strap-hanging but no seats
or loo facilities) lasting 14 hours and requiring two in-flight refuels to get us there. Unfortunately,
the top cruising speed of the Hercules was apparently less than the stalling speed of the converted
bomber with the fuel. So, to make up the difference, the Hercules had to climb to maximum height
and then dive near vertically towards the sea with an umbilical cord stretching out to the refuelling
aircraft nor very far in front. I still have the pictures.
We went soon afterwards to Belize, which proved to be an excellent study in butterfly diplomacy.
One call was on the Prime Minister. We met him in a small wooden building in a clearing, by no
means grand but I think it was his office. The conversation was proving a bit bumpy when, out of
the blue, the Minister (my boss) interjected that a fantastic butterfly had just flown by, and that it
was imperative that Haydon should inspect it. The Prime Minister looked puzzled. So did I. I had
seen nothing. ‘Just find one’ I was told in a hasty whisper, so I ended up leading something
approaching a Ministerial conga down an overgrown track while I pursued the first butterfly that
came into sight. Eventually I declared it adequately inspected, and we all returned to the talks. As
a tactic it was a great success. The scramble through the bush had cleared everyone’s minds, any
animosities were forgotten, and the rest of the meeting went splendidly.
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We also went, among many other places, to Cameroun. Naturally I went ahead a couple of days
beforehand with a net. Towards the end of that trip, we were taken to see an old presidential
palace, as I recall dating back to the German era and not somewhere where the President was
likely to spend much time. But because it was Presidential, security was tight. The Ambassador
came with us but left before we did to ensure that our seats were confirmed for the onward flight
that evening. Soon thereafter, a security guard spotted my camera on the back seat of the car.
The signs all-around said ‘Photography strictly forbidden’, so without more ado, the minister and I
were arrested and frog-marched to a hut in the forest. There, I tried to explain that we were guests
of their Government and had come with the Ambassador. Oh really, we were asked in voices of
mock shock, where is he then? It was quite clear that we were alone. But once more entomology
came to the rescue. I said that the camera was for the purpose of taking butterfly pictures, and
drew the guards’ attention to the brightly coloured insects fluttering past, while emphasising that
we were who we said we were, and that they were committing a massive breach of protocol. They
soon relented and let us go, doing so in the usual friendly Cameroun manner with a laugh and
mutual backslapping.
And so it went on. Ministers changed and my focus switched to the Middle and Far East. My new
boss, who later became Head of the Queen’s Household, remains a friend to this day. We then
moved to the Embassy in Paris. Inevitably, butterflies moved down the priority list. But whilst there
I got to know Jacques Pierre, at the time curator of the butterflies at the Paris Museum, and his
wife Claude, and saw something of the collection, including Lycaenids collected by my great-uncle
Charles Alluaud in Somaliland before the First World War. My son and I also managed a trip to
stay with old friends in Cameroun. But if butterflies were not high up the agenda we had a
wonderful time and stayed in Paris as long as we could.
All good things come to an end, but after a short spell in London we were off again, this time back
to Kenya, where I had been appointed deputy British High Commissioner. It was busy work-wise,
but there was time to get back together with Steve Collins, and we did a joint trip to Cameroun.
Other entomologists coming through included Jan Kielland, and of course we made the most of
opportunities for safaris around Kenya and to Uganda. Of the latter, the most memorable was with
Mike Prettejohn to the Budongo Forest, using his plane, followed by a ride in an extremely rickety
taxi to get us there from the landing strip. Not only were the butterflies fantastic, but chimps were
all around and remarkable. Their party trick was to completely surround their chosen victim, set up
a collective hoo-hooing chimp call at maximum volume and then stop to admire the effect. It had
the potential to be a seriously unnerving experience. Luckily for me, it happened first to Mike, who
was used to these things, so when my turn came, I kept calm. The end result, one could sense,
was one of mutual amusement.
An unforgettable butterfly moment from this period came when I drove straight from a meeting at
the High Commission to a favoured butterfly spot along the Magadi road. As I changed from my
suit into bush wear, a pair of jackals emerged from the lair over which I had evidently, if
momentarily, placed both pairs of trousers and disappeared off into the bush with them. All ended
well, but I can vouchsafe that chasing your trousers through thornbush in your underwear is a
painful experience, best avoided if possible. One outcome from trips to that area was the
subsequent description of Anthene warrengashi (one of the wilsoni group) from a nearby hilltop,
but it was not top of my mind at the time. On a more sober note, before leaving Kenya I also
started writing articles for Metamorphosis, with new locality records.
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After a four-year stint back in London, we were lucky enough to return to Africa, this time to Cote
d’Ivoire, where I was appointed Ambassador, also covering Liberia, Burkina Faso and Niger. Cote
d’Ivoire was calm when I arrived, in near chaos when I left. But throughout we had a wonderful
time there, surrounded by friendliness, and with unstinting help from the authorities in compiling a
list of the country’s butterfly fauna. Few places can have an intact forest – in this case the Banco
Forest – on the very doorstep of their largest city. I found several new Lycaenid species there and
in the western Tai Forest, some of which I helped describe, primarily with Torben Larsen, who
came to visit, as did Steve Collins (naturally), Mike Prettejohn and his wife, and Steve Woodhall
among others. Following one coup, there was one slightly awkward moment when the Director of
the Banco forest pleaded with me to persuade the (new military) President to stop his forces
dumping bodies in the forest, as it was discouraging the tourists (sic). I told him that I had spoken
to the President and would do so again, but to urge him to stop the killings in the first place rather
than offer advice on what to do with the bodies afterwards.
Liberia was a scary place in the Charles Taylor years. But it was my job to go and see him from
time to time, and to offer support to the small British resident community. The latter were mostly
from NGOs, taking huge risks every day to help ordinary Liberians get through. What they did was
beyond praise, including sublimating inter-ethnic rivalries by replacing the mutual and often deadly
raids with football matches – quite successfully. But there were many very traumatised people.
Usually I travelled by plane, but on one occasion took the overland route and was able as a result
to fit in a quick look at the butterflies, including one overnight stop in the Sapo National Park (vast,
but for the most part impenetrable forest). It was an experience, even if the butterfly content was
rather overshadowed by near disaster with an attempted canoe trip upriver in the afternoon and an
overnight downpour, which meant spending most of the following morning overseeing the winching
of the Land rover back to drier ground. Unlike a later visitor (Stephen Georgiadis) I found nothing
of great entomological interest, but have little doubt that many new discoveries await.
After leaving West Africa and following a short spell in London, I found myself back in the same
continent, this time in Morocco. A fascinating country, even if the European-type butterfly fauna
puts it outside an article of this sort. But I was also non-resident Ambassador to Mauretania and
visited when I could. The capital, Nouakchott, is between the desert and the sea, and butterflies
are scarce if they exist at all, but in the oases further north, I was lucky enough to find some local
insects, including the local morph of Colotis chrysonome.
Then finally, as a diplomat, to Colombia – another remarkably beautiful country, with incredible
biodiversity. The butterflies are of more interest to a Neotropical audience, but two reflections are
worth sharing. First, that diversity is in part due to rugged terrain, with much local endemism not
usually found to the same extent in Africa, but also because the eastern facing slopes of the
Andes see a steep drop from around 3000 m (in the Bogota area) to say 200 metres a couple of
hours tortuous drive to the east, flattening out into what becomes the Amazonian rainforest. But all
along the way, unlike Africa, there is moist forest cover, rather than dry savannah at lower levels. It
is not difficult to understand how this reflects itself in species diversity, including butterflies.
The second is that an interest in butterflies gets you out of the big smoke and into small rural
communities where you can see at first-hand how people live and what their concerns are. It is no
criticism to remark that most diplomats – most urban residents for that matter – stay in an urban
bubble, be it via the golf club, meeting up with friends, or whatever. I felt privileged to get beyond
that in my spare moments (not that many if you are an Ambassador), at the same time as seeing
wonderful sights few others will ever see.
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Since retirement, more than ten years now, I have continued to build and curate a collection kept
at our house in France. There have been field trips but all too few – and mostly to South America.
I have also become more involved in descriptions and revisions of both Afrotropical and
Neotropical species. The latest offering, as some of you may have seen, has been a revision of
the Pierid genus Mylothris. While it appeared under my name it was the result of much input from
many individuals, and a monument to what collaboration can achieve. I will not name names here
but they appear in the book itself, and it is another chance to express my gratitude. The same is
true, possibly even more so, of the preliminary paper dealing with the molecular and evolutionary
aspects which underpins that revision. Again it appeared under my name as lead author but the
real hard work in extracting and analysing the DNA was done by Professor Niklas Wahlberg and
his team at Lund University in Sweden (Linnaeus also studied there).
A final reflection. A spin-off from the Mylothris research was a paper on the Wolbachia aspects, of
which I was a supporting author. Wolbachia, for those who may not already know, is a maternally
inherited bacterium or symbiont widely found in insects. It has many different strains, and can
materially affect DNA sequencing results in infected specimens, as we found in Mylothris, where
specimens appeared (implausibly) to represent different species until the Wolbachia factor was
vectored in. The relationships are not simple but can result among other things in skewed sexual
percentages in populations. It is a fascinating area, even if one where a detailed analysis of what
is happening requires access to advanced lab equipment and an understanding of analytical
techniques beyond the ken of all but specialists. But where DNA is used as a taxonomic tool, as it
is increasingly, it suggests that the presence and implications of Wolbachia infection are not
factors than can safely be ignored… A growth area to watch!
If you have really read this far, feel free to stop now and pour yourself a much-needed drink.
Cheers!
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your
identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com.
There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to
July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is
final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society.

Entries for March

Leucochitonea levubu
Hoedspruit, Limpopo
Andrew Mayer

Telchinia serena
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Murray

Baliochila barnesi
Zimbabwe
Dan Lee

Precis archesia archesia
Pretoria, Gauteng
Eleane Bester

Junonia hierta cebrene
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Precis antilope
Zambia
Mark Hellam

MARCH
Reinier Terblanche took this striking image of a
Dead-leaf Commodore (Precis tugela tugela)
near Haenertsburg, Limpopo.
I’ve always found this butterfly difficult to
approach, so this is a great photo. There are
three subspecies of P. tugela, whose joint
distribution extends over large parts of Africa.
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Entries for April

Charaxes zoolina
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Stephen Ball

Physcaeneura pione
Inhamitanga, Mozambique
Jeremy Dobson

Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena
Tswalu, N Cape
Reinier Terblanche

Cassionympha cassius
Port Alfred, E Cape
Rosie Greeff

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus
Mphaphuli, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe
Crestholme, KZN
Steve Woodhall

APRIL
A first-time winner for April is Claudia Ley (wife of
Dietmar), who took this picture of Southern African
Map (Cyrestis camillus sublineata) in Inhamitanga,
central Mozambique.
Cyrestis (the Maps) is an Old World genus of 22
species, only one of which is found in the Afrotropical
region.
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TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES…
THE GREEK, THE GERMAN, AND MOTHING IN STYLE
By Hermann Staude
"You know, there really is something special about cheating on a Monday..." said Jo as we were
leaving the smog cloud of Gauteng for the rolling hills of Mpumalanga. My friend John Joannou
and I were on our way to Mount Sheba, on the eastern escarpment, for a night of mothing on the
twenty third of September 1996. This was our first trip in my brand new 'double cab', fiery-red and
yet to be named. My trusty Sani was finally sold to a couple of pommies who had invested their life
savings into a six month sojourn in the wilds of Africa. A fitting ending for a vehicle that served me
so well, I thought. Although I must admit, as I was waving the cheerful two on their way, that I was
a little bit worried about their experiencing a different kind of adventure.
Nestled on a small grassy plateau, completely surrounded by pristine montane mist forest on the
eastern slope of Mount Sheba is a luxury hotel by the same name. Finding a more beautiful site
for a country retreat would be very difficult. Like a spiders web hiking trails lead from several points
on the plateau meandering into the forest. Numerous indigenous tree species are marked along
the routes, giving the visitor an idea of the rich diversity of trees that these forests harbour. After
booking into the hotel and confirming our pre-arranged permission to collect moths, granted by the
management of the Mount Sheba Nature Reserve, we spent the rest of the afternoon finding
suitable spots for our moth-attractors and generally getting a feel of the forest.
Finding the best site to erect a moth-attractor is not a matter to be taken idly. Many factors have to
be taken into account before making the all-important decision. First there is the diversity and the
type of vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the prospective site that has to be considered.
Secondly one has to see to it that the site is sufficiently open, so that the moths could see it from
some distance, at the same time ensuring that the site is not in a wind tunnel which would
adversely affect the number of moths that would come to the attractor. Thirdly the actual site must
be reasonably level, not solid rock, and sufficiently vegetated with plants that would prove to be
good backgrounds for photography in the event of moths choosing to settle on them. Chuck into
that personal preferences and you can understand that finding the perfect site is much like the
surfers eternal search for the perfect wave. We are often teased by the ignorant that all this
rigmarole is nothing more than a ritual. Any site in the area will do and would attract just as many
moths, they would say. I recall one evening in the Mkambati Nature Reserve last December when
I reluctantly agreed to let such a group of unbelievers choose their "any old site" for one of my two
attractors. The site of the other one was chosen carefully in accord with the normal "ritual". Before
dawn the following morning we first visited the "any old site". Apart from a single gutsy hawk moth
there was not a moth in sight on or around the bulging attractor that looked like one of those bags
you find at airports. Next we visited the "ritual". December 1996 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 7, No.
4 147 Much did I savour absorbing the expression on their faces when they first saw the mothladen attractor.

106

That evening at Mount Sheba, after an enjoyable sundowner in the lounge, Jo and I sat down to a
most exquisite dinner. The atmosphere was very upper-class and the tasty food well prepared and
presented. I must admit though that upon being presented with the smallest slice of bread I have
ever seen I remarked that it is really not sufficient for a German. "If that is not sufficient for a
German then imagine how the poor Greek must be feeling" was Jo's reply. A pertinent discussion
with the waiter soon rectified the matter and we dug into enough of the tasty little stuff to satisfy
even the Greek and the German. Some of the other stiff upper-lip guests may not have been
amused by all of this but we were too busy to notice. We did however compensate by treating
many of them to their first experience of the world of UFO's, or so the receptionist reported to us
the next morning.
After a refreshing shower later that evening, heated towels nogal, we were off for our first visit to
the attractors. First stop was the one near the summit in Protea grassland. In spite of quite a chilly
wind blowing, geometrids were arriving regularly. Many species of Larentinae (as one would have
suspected) were around as well as an undescribed species of Mauna that I had picked up before
in the Natal Drakensberg. Most surprising however was a perfect specimen of Dichroma
equestralis, a species I had previously thought to be restricted to the Cape fynbos. Jo was not so
lucky, not a single 'furry-moth' ' around. The other four attractors were set up all around the forest
and produced many, for me, interesting geometrids. The totally different geometrid fauna of the
grassland to that of the forest, as always amazed me. It is like two worlds less than a kilometre
apart. In the forest I was particularly happy to have been able to photograph the lovely Rhodesia
viridalbata. The next morning we were at the first attractor just before dawn and finished with the
last one at around eight thirty. In the end I came away with six species new to my collection. This
is very good going, probably because this was my first visit to these forests in September. Jo was
not so lucky, from all those attractors he only found a single Desmeoacraea sp. That was to his
liking.
After a few hours of early morning mothing we really enjoyed the full English breakfast served in
the pool-restaurant overlooking the lush forest. Soon we were on our way back to the rat race. On
the way back we discussed and solved all the problems surrounding the naming of species, if only
the taxonomists would listen to us. As we entered Gauteng I jokingly remarked that the single
Desmeoacraea probably cost him more than five hundred bucks. "The money I saved on
psychiatrists, pills, doctors etc. by replenishing my soul in this way more than offsets the cost."
said Jo. Spoken like a true businessman thought I.
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FOOTNOTE
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as
submitted by the author.
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com.
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions.
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here:
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2016-5
2016-6
2017-1
2017-2
2017-3
2017-4
2017-5
2017-6
2018-1
2018-2
2018-3

Sep 2016
Nov 2016
Jan 2017
Mar 2017
May 2017
Jul 2017
Sep 2017
Nov 2017
Jan 2018
Mar 2018
May 2018

ABN 2016-5
ABN 2016-6
ABN 2017-1
ABN 2017-2
ABN 2017-3
ABN 2017-4
ABN 2017-5
ABN 2017-6
ABN 2018-1
ABN 2018-2
ABN 2018-3
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2020-2
2020-3
2020-4
2020-5
2020-6
2021-1
2021-2

Jan 2020
Mar 2020
May 2020
Jul 2020
Sep 2020
Nov 2020
Jan 2021
Mar 2021

ABN 2020-1
ABN 2020-2
ABN 2020-3
ABN 2020-4
ABN 2020-5
ABN 2020-6
ABN 2021-1
ABN 2021-2

2018-4
2018-5
2018-6
2019-1
2019-2
2019-3
2019-4
2019-5
2019-6

Jul 2018
Sep 2018
Nov 2018
Jan 2019
Mar 2019
May 2019
July 2019
Sep 2019
Nov 2019

ABN 2018-4
ABN 2018-5
ABN 2018-6
ABN 2019-1
ABN 2019-2
ABN 2019-3
ABN 2019-4
ABN 2019-5
ABN 2019-6
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