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Welcome to July’s newsletter! 
 
July’s newsletter is the 30th edition of African Butterfly News: ABN celebrates its fifth birthday! 

Since the first newsletter was first published in September 2016, there have been more than 1 700 

articles (180 authors) consisting of about 1 870 pages - in excess of one page of African Butterfly 

News for every single day during the past five years.  
 

Keeping track of what’s happening in the world of African butterflies is a fairly daunting task, but 

I‘m happy to do this as I believe it is an essential part of LepSoc Africa’s services. In future 

however I won’t be trawling Facebook looking for appropriate articles or photographs - if anyone 

has news or photos, or sees something in the media that may be of interest to our members, 

please email me or post the item on one of the LepSoc Africa WhatsApp pages. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed photographs or articles over this period and especially to 

Steve Collins who tries to weed out misidentifications and Mark Williams who proof-reads every 

word on every page prior to the newsletter’s circulation. 

 

Despite being mid-winter in South Africa, this edition of ABN still contains more than 100 pages. 

 

Corrections 
 

Christopher Willis picked up a few discrepancies in the “scoring” for the National Botanical 

Gardens butterfly surveys. I’ve been reviewing the “Butterfly Index” formula (refer to FEATURES in 

the newsletter) and May’s figures got a bit mixed up. 

 

This has now been corrected and the updated data (and reports for the 2020 – 2021 season) are 

included under “Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens”. 
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Gabon Workshop 
 

Unfortunately it is necessary to formally postpone (again) the Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop, 

which had been pencilled in for November this year. This is partly related to Covid-19, but is also a 

result of a communication-breakdown between myself and the people that I’ve been dealing with 

in Gabon. 

 

Further details to follow, as soon as possible. 

 

LepSoc Africa Conference 
 

You should have received a notification for this years’ Conference and a call for Papers. 

  

While making any arrangements is fraught with uncertainty in these strange times, we are 

determined to proceed with this years’ annual LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM on the 

assumption that there will be no undue restrictions to our attendance by early October. 

 

After a gap of four years, the Conference and AGM will return to Gauteng and will be held during 

the peak of the local butterfly season; this will enable visiting Lepidopterists to attend the 

Conference and to participate in local field trips or excursions.  

 

The venue is the Nestlé Centre, Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, Malcolm Rd, Poortview, 

Roodepoort, 1724.  

 

Dates:  

Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October 2021.  

 

Papers for presentation at the Conference should be related to aspects of African Lepidoptera 

although papers dealing with other subject matter will be considered, by exception. We are 

confident that this year’s presentations will be of the usual high standard, covering everything from 

illustrated talks about expeditions, to research papers.  

 

If, as we hope, you are planning to present a paper at the Conference, please draft an Abstract 

and email it to Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com  

 

Deadline for Abstracts is 15 August 2021, and for Papers 15 September 2020.  

 

Should revised coronavirus restrictions mean that we cannot hold the Conference, you will be 

notified as early as possible, but by 15 August at the latest. In the event that the Conference is 

cancelled we will still hold our Annual General Meeting using Zoom networking: details will be 

circulated nearer the time.  

 

  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-4/jchdobson@gmail.com
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A sculpture of Kedestes barberae bunta 
 

Fynbos LIFE (Locally Indigenous Flora Education) is a non-profit 
organization, working to save flora in South Africa. The Western 
Cape alone contains 21 of South Africa’s Critically Endangered 
vegetation types. 
 
Fynbos LIFE have been working at the Zandvlei Estuary Nature 
Reserve to promote the Critically Endangered Cape Freckled 
Ranger (Kedestes barberae bunta). There are only around 50 to 
100 butterflies in the wild.  
 
LepSoc Africa’s Louise Baldwin is working hard to save this 
species, but Fynbos LIFE decided to use art to raise awareness. 
The Zandvlei Trust sponsored the creation of a 50 times life-size 
butterfly sculpture as well as signage to share the message of the butterfly’s plight. The sculpture 
was created by a talented local Muizenberg artist, Angela MacPherson and her team. 
 
The sculpture has been named ‘Tubutubu’, which means ‘butterfly’ in Kora, the lost Khoi language 
of the early Cape.  
 

Tubutubu 

 

…and less welcome news for Cape Freckled Ranger 
 

Ismat Adams alerted Louise Baldwin (COREL Custodian for Kedestes barberae bunta) about an 

application by the City of Cape Town to build access roads through the Kedestes habitat at 

Strandfontein.  

 

Louise and Dave Edge are investigating measures that LepSoc Africa can employ to oppose this 

development. 

 

POPIA 
 

The Protection of Personal Information Act, Act No. 4 of 2013 (POPIA), which is effective from 1  

July 2021, aims to protect the personal data of all persons. It also outlines how organizations, such 

as LepSoc Africa, should manage this information. 

You should have received an emailed notification regarding this: if not, please click on the link 

below: 

POPIA Consent Form 

 

Eastern Cape and iNgeli Forest  
 

Mark Liptrot produced a report titled Lepidoptera photographed in the Eastern Cape and iNgeli 

Forest, KZN, which can be viewed via the link below: 

 E Cape and iNgeli 

https://www.goodthingsguy.com/environment/butterfly-awareness-sculpture/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nx9w8wzerhj95h8/LepSoc%20Africa%20-%20POPIA%20-%20Consent%20Form.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3i0ks0tiqmelrfs/Lepidoptera%20photographed%20in%20the%20Eastern%20Cape%201-14%20May%202021%20-%20Mark%20Liptrot.pdf?dl=0
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS (Dave Edge) 
 

One of the outcomes of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment project 

(SALCA) was that SANBI developed a Screening Tool (ST) to ensure that developments do not go 

ahead without sufficient attention being paid to the potential loss of biodiversity that some of these 

developments could cause. All developments of any size now have to submit their applications in 

the first instance to the ST, which has in its database distribution maps of all animal and plant 

species of conservation concern (SCCs) and endangered ecosystems. These were all re-

assessed during the National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) by SANBI and their partners, one of 

whom was LepSoc Africa. Consequently the ST now picks up if any rare or endangered butterflies 

occur at or near where the development is planned. There are two levels of sensitivity – “High” if 

the butterfly has actually been recorded at the planned development site, or “Medium” if habitat 

modelling (using factors such as climate, topography and vegetation type) predicts that the 

butterfly could occur there.   

 

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are carried out under legislation which forms part of 

the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA). As part of such EIAs, if the ST predicts that 

rare or endangered biodiversity could occur at the development site the EIA must include an 

investigation and report by a specialist for the particular biodiversity (such as butterflies). The 

specialist must be a professional natural scientist (Pr Nat Sci) registered with the South African 

Council for Natural Scientists (SACNASP). 

 

Cape Town projects 

 

There have been seven projects so far in the greater Cape Town region (Belhar, Butterfly Blue, 

Drakenzicht, Gletwyn Gardens, Rouen Farm, Schaapkraal and Villa Biljon (Kuils River). The SCCs 

picked up by the ST were: Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae, Aloeides egerides, Kedestes barberae 

bunta, Kedestes lenis lenis and Torynesis mintha piquetbergensis. 

 

Wind Farms 

 

There are currently a number of wind farms being contemplated in the Eastern, Northern and 

Western Cape provinces. In summary they are, with SCCs: 

 

Ezeljacht (near Touws River):  

Aloeides caledoni (Rare – LD). 

 

Hoogland (between Beaufort West and Loxton):  

Aloeides caledoni, Chrysoritis b. beaufortia(Endemic) and Pseudonympha trimenii 

nieuwveldensis (Endemic).  

 

Impofu Grid Extension (Coega area):  

Aloeides clarki (EN) and Lepidochrysops bacchus (Rare – HS and LD). 

 

Nuweveld (between Beaufort West and Loxton):  

Aloeides caledoni, Chrysoritis b. beaufortia and  Pseudonympha trimenii 

nieuwveldensis. 
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Kokerboom (in Bushmanland north of Loeriesfontein):  

Chrysoritis trimeni (VU). 

 

Sutherland : (Area east of the town):  

Lepidochrysops j. jamesi (Rare – HS).  

 

Southern Cape 

 

These projects are at various sites, all reasonably close to the southern Cape coast. In summary 

they are, with SCCs: 

 

Erf 4016, Knysna: Aloeides almeida (type locality – protected) 

Hartenbos Heuwels (near Mossel Bay):  

Aloeides trimeni southeyae (EN) 

 

Aalwyndal (near Mossel Bay):  

Lepidochrysops littoralis (EN) 

 

Still Bay Cemetery (Melkhoutfontein):  

Aloeides thyra orientis (EN), Aloeides trimeni southeyae (EN), Chrysoritis brooksi 

tearei (EN), Lepidochrysops littoralis, Thestor claassensi (EN) and Trimenia 

malagrida maryae (EN). 

 

Still Bay West Erf 485:  

Aloeides thyra orientis, Aloeides trimeni southeyae, Chrysoritis brooksi tearei, 

Lepidochrysops littoralis and Thestor claassensi. 

 

Still Bay West Erf 3927:  

Aloeides thyra orientis, Aloeides trimeni southeyae, Chrysoritis brooksi tearei, 

Lepidochrysops littoralis and Thestor claassensi. 

 

Conclusions 

 

Whilst it is good in some ways, because it is best to err on the side of caution, the screening tool 

appears to be too sensitive and is yielding some “false positives”. Discussions are ongoing with 

SANBI to see if the sensitivity could be reduced by using a tighter definition of potential habitat (as 

long as it can be mapped). 

 

Dave Edge 

(Assisted by Andrew Morton and Ernest Pringle) 

 

Belenois and Boscia 
 

Reinier Terblanche has been undertaking research at Tswalu Game Reserve on Pioneer Caper 

White / Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota). The following article is from the Tswalu website: 

 

Tswalu   

https://tswalu.com/boscias-and-butterflies/
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Bushveld Training Adventures butterfly workshop  
 

André and Bennie Coetzer had agreed to host a butterfly 

workshop for Bushveld Training Adventures (BTA) over the 

weekend of 15 – 16 May; the event held at Combretum Park, 

near Nyslvlei, Limpopo. The Coetzers were in Mozambique on 

business before the workshop and, as they were concerned 

about possible delays at the border, asked me to provide 

emergency backup. In subsequent discussions with Frans Steyn 

of BTA, we decided that I should attend regardless - Mark 

Williams joined me for the weekend. 

 

 

As it turned out, the Coetzers were delayed, but still managed to 

get to Combretum Park fairly early on the Saturday morning. 

André presented a brief talk on butterfly-identification and then 

we set off into the bush to see what we could find. May is getting 

a bit late in the season for Highveld savanna, but we recorded 

well over 30 species, which isn’t bad.  

A highlight was André finding a Fig-tree Blue (Myrina silenus 

ficedula), which was admired by all attendees.  

 

Everyone agreed that it had been an enjoyable and successful event – BTA are looking at making 

a butterfly-day an annual event in their calendar. 

 

Actizera stellata 
 

The Red-clover Rayed Blue (Actizera stellata) is a rare 

butterfly in South Africa, where it is restricted to a few colonies 

in the Eastern Cape (there is a single record from 

Springfontein in the southern Free State and Rick Nuttall 

recently found the butterfly near Hanover in the Northern 

Cape). 

It has a wide distribution in central and eastern Africa, being 

recorded from Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Malawi and Zambia. As for 

South Africa however, localities are few and far between. 

(Afrotropical Butterflies) 

 

Steve Collins took this photo of a mating pair of Actizera stellata in his garden in Karen, Kenya.  

Jeremy Dobson, Mark Williams, Sakkie 
van Aswegen, Bennie Coetzer, Andre 

Coetzer and Frans Steyn 

André Coetzer addressing some of the 
delegates at Combretum Park 
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Junonia rhadama - A new butterfly record for Kenya (Steve Collins) 
  
On 7 April 2021 Dr Richard Bennett was working on his butterfly 
farm Mida Butterflies when he observed a strange ‘blue’ Precis / 
Junonia. 
 
He caught it and sent photographs and subsequently kept it. It is 
the first record of this species, common in Comoro 
Islands/Madagascar and Mauritius. It has been recorded from the 
African Mainland once in Mozambique over a century ago. This 
record was found following strong winds from the South East. 
Although other Madagascan butterflies have been found on the 
Kenyan Coast from time to time as vagrants this is a first record for 
this species. 
 
Dr Richard Bennett is to be congratulated on recognizing the 
importance of this record. 
 

 

Mystery Caterpillars (Ernest Pringle) 
 

Dr Martin Villett of Rhodes University recently received a request from 

Annelize Lloyd, who lives near Port Alfred on the Eastern Cape coast, 

to identify these larvae. They are stripping the leaves from her Red 

Milkwoods (Mimusops obovata) on a grand scale, as can be seen 

from the accompanying photographs. She at first thought that these 

might be the larvae of Pseudacraea lucretia, but I quickly ruled this 

out. Hermann Staude has suggested that these might be the larvae of 

Yponomeutid moths (also known as Ermine Moths); an alternative 

suggestion is that they are Pearl Moths (family Pyraustidae) of the 

genus Glyphodes. 

 

A large number of larvae have been collected in an attempt to clarify 

this, but many of these have already died of a viral disease. The 

larvae are dark green, longitudinally striped, with yellow legs and 

prolegs, and about 20-25 mm long.  

Can anybody throw any further light on this?  
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Hunting 
 

Clive Curtis posted an article on Facebook, titled “COMPARING BIODIVERSITY IN OCCUPIED 

VERSUS VACANT HUNTING BLOCKS”. The article, by Karen Seginak, argues that regulated, 

sustainable, hunting is vital for the continued existence of many natural areas in Africa and without 

it, undisturbed land will simply be destroyed by subsistence farmers.  

 

According to the author, the argument that photo-tourism is a viable alternative to hunting doesn’t 

hold water in regions which are difficult to get to and have a relatively low density of wild animals. 

 

Conservation benefits of hunting 

 

HBC Braai 
 
Martin Lunderstedt and I decided that it was high time for a 
Highveld Butterfly Club get-together and Martin suggested that 
we have a braai, at the site of the proposed new Butterfly Centre 
near Magaliesburg. 
 
We had a fair turn out and those that came along were shown 
around the site and told about the proposed new development.  
 

 

Amphicallia bellatrix aberration  
 

Steve Woodhall forwarded me a photo of an extreme aberration of Beautiful Tiger (Amphicallia 

bellatrix) taken by Marilyn Bodasing at Mpila Camp, Umfolosi. The picture on the left shows the 

normal form; the one on the right is Marilyn’s photo, taken using her cell phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanted – Pennington’s Butterflies 2nd Edition 
 
Dr Zephne Bernitz is looking to buy a copy of Penningtons 2; can anyone help?    
 

bernitz@iafrica.com   
 

  

https://www.mccallumsafaris.com/biodiversity-comparison?fbclid=IwAR0ZJXYnepwkk7jdqsEHokKVhL2c-VAiaSPb3Dxwp0eYvSbbEAwAloWUBX0
mailto:bernitz@iafrica.com
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Taxonomic revision to Larsenia (Mark Williams) 
 
Mark Williams reports that Muhabbet Kemal (Yuzuncu Yil University) and Ahmet Ömer Koçak 
(Centre for Entomological Studies, Ankara) have made Torbenlarsenia the replacement name for 
the hesperiid genus Larsenia. This is because the latter is a primary homonym of some obscure 
mollusc genus. 
 
The latter author is well known to South African lepidopterists: Thestor yildizae Kocak, 1983 the 
Peninsula Skolly was formerly known as Thestor obscurus, described by Georges van Son. 

 

Goodbye Eurema… 
 
Mark Williams also notes that all the Old World Eurema have now been placed in the resurrected 
genus Terias; the Afrotropical list now looks like this: 
 
Genus Terias Swainson, [1821]  [8 species, 14 taxa] 
  

Terias brigitta (Stoll, [1780]) 
            Terias brigitta brigitta (Stoll, [1780]) Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
            Terias brigitta pulchella (Boisduval, 1833) Malagasy Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
Terias desjardinsii (Boisduval, 1833) 
            Terias desjardinsii desjardinsii (Boisduval, 1833) Angled Grass Yellow 
            Terias desjardinsii regularis Butler, 1876 African Angled Grass Yellow 
Terias floricola (Boisduval, 1833) 
            Terias floricola floricola (Boisduval, 1833) African Grass Yellow 
            Terias floricola aldabrensis (Bernardi, 1969) Seychelles African Grass Yellow 
            Terias floricola anjuana Butler, 1879 Comoro African Grass Yellow 
            Terias floricola ceres Butler, 1886 Mauritius African Grass Yellow 
            Terias floricola leonis Butler, 1886 West African Grass Yellow 
Terias hapale Mabille, 1882 Marsh Grass Yellow 
Terias hecabe (Linnaeus, 1758) 
            Terias hecabe solifera Butler, 1875 African Savanna Grass Yellow 
Terias mandarinula Holland, 1892 Mountain Grass Yellow 
Terias senegalensis Boisduval, 1836 Forest Grass Yellow 
Terias upembana Berger, 1981 Tanzanian Grass Yellow 

 

Mark’s summary of the latest classification of Afrotropical butterflies, to genus level, can be viewed 

via the link below: 

 

Afrotropical Butterfly Classification 

 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/in2wr0x4ykr0rsi/AFROTROPICAL%20BUTTERFLY%20CLASSIFICATION.pdf?dl=0
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Hello Agyllia and Ernsta  
 
You may remember that in May’s newsletter, Ian Richardson and I commented on the 
extraordinary barcode-differences between Spialia samples acquired during the course of the 
Karoo BioGaps project and noted that this genus would benefit from further research. Well, guess 
what – the three species barcoded in the BioGaps project, (formerly) Spialia ferax, S. a. agylla and 
S. nanus have now all been placed in different genera. I believe LepSoc Africa are more than 
capable of undertaking this type of taxonomic revision ourselves; unfortunately – at present – we 
will also have to pay for it ourselves! Platylesches anyone? 
 
Genus Spialia Swinhoe, [1912]  [5 species] 

  
Subgenus Spialia Swinhoe, [1912]  [2 species] 

  
Spialia (Spialia) mafa (Trimen, 1870) 

Spialia (Spialia) mafa mafa (Trimen, 1870) 
Spialia (Spialia) mafa higginsi Evans, 1937 

Spialia (Spialia) spio (Linnaeus, 1764) 
  

Subgenus Platygnathia Picard, 1948  [3 species] 
  
Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus (Hopffer, 1855) 
Spialia (Platygnathia) doris (Walker, 1870) 

Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris (Walker, 1870) 
Spialia (Platygnathia) doris daphne Evans, 1949 

Spialia (Platygnathia) ferax (Wallengren, 1863) 
  

Genus Agyllia Grishin, 2020  [3 species] (for some Spialia) 
  
Agyllia agylla (Trimen, 1889) 

Agyllia agylla agylla (Trimen, 1889) 
Agyllia agylla bamptoni Vári, 1976 

Agyllia asterodia (Trimen, 1864) 
Agyllia kituina (Karsch, 1896) 
  

Genus Ernsta Grishin, 2020  [14 species] (for some Spialia) 
  

Subgenus Ernsta Grishin, 2020  [7 species] 
  
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes (Druce, 1875) 

Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes colotes (Druce, 1875) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes semiconfluens (de Jong, 1978) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes transvaaliae (Trimen, 1889) 

Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa (Higgins, 1925) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa confusa (Higgins, 1925) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa obscura (Higgins, 1925) 

Ernsta (Ernsta) dromus (Plötz, 1884) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) paula (Higgins, 1925) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) ploetzi (Aurivillius, 1891) 

Ernsta (Delaga) ploetzi ploetzi (Aurivillius, 1891) 
Ernsta (Delaga) ploetzi occidentalis (de Jong, 1977) 

Ernsta (Ernsta) secessus (Trimen, 1891) 
Ernsta (Ernsta) wrefordi (Evans, 1951) 
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Subgenus Delaga Grishin, 2020  [7 species] 

  
Ernsta (Delaga) bifida (Higgins, 1925) 
Ernsta (Delaga) delagoae (Trimen, 1898) 
Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata (Strand, 1911) 

Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata depauperata (Strand, 1911) 
Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata australis (de Jong, 1978) 

Ernsta (Delaga) mangana (Rebel, 1899) 
Ernsta (Delaga) nanus (Trimen, 1889) 
Ernsta (Delaga) sataspes (Trimen, 1864) 
Ernsta (Delaga) zebra (Butler, 1888) 

 
Goodbye Lycaena and hello Lafron 
 
Genus Lafron Grishin, 2020  [2 species] (for the South African Lycaena) 
  

Lafron clarki (Dickson, 1971) Eastern Sorrel Copper 
Lafron orus (Stoll, [1780]) Western Sorrel Copper 

 

A new Colias 
 

Steve Collins notified me about a new species of Clouded Yellow, Colias kurmaevi, described in 

Entomologia Africana by Alexander Yanov. The butterfly is found in eastern Sudan near the Red 

Sea and is closely related to the European Clouded Yellow (Colias croceus). 

 

Metamorphosis news 

Dave Edge has applied to the DHET (Department of Higher Education and Training) for inclusion 

of Metamorphosis in the list of accredited South African journals. 

A parallel application to African Journals On Line (AJOL) appears to have been accepted, 

although we are awaiting formal approval. 

 

Tax exemption 
 

LepSoc Africa have applied to become a Section 18A approved organisation. Once this is 

formalised, we will be able to issue tax-exemption certificates to anyone making a donation to the 

Society.  

 

THE BUTTERFLIES OF TAITA HILLS 
 

Steve Collins and James Lawrence told me about this great little book by Esther Kioko, Alex 

Musyoki, Augustine Luanga, Oliver Genga and Duncan Mwinzi. 

 

The Taita Hills, in south eastern Kenya, form part of the Eastern Arc Mountains and are very rich 

in biodiversity. 

 

Butterflies of Taita Hills 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/vsf8wkcsnr48scx/A%20field%20guide%20to%20Taita%20Hills%20butterflies%20NMK%20JRS%202021.pdf?dl=0
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Gardening for Biodiversity 
 

Charles and Julia Botha, of Wahroonga fame, were asked by African Wildlife & Environment 

magazine to write a series of articles about indigenous gardening. Their first piece “Gardening for 

Biodiversity” appeared in Issue 78 (2021) and stresses the importance of planting indigenous 

trees, flowers or shrubs that attract insects and avoiding pesticides. 

With the magazine’s permission I’ve attached a link to their article below.  

If you wish to subscribe to African Wildlife & Environment, a quarterly publication which puts ABN 

to shame in terms of style (if not in size), please visit the WESSA website: 

https://www.wessalife.org.za/shop/publications/african-wildlife-environment/ 

Gardening for Biodiversity  

 

Rediscovery of Zerenopsis flavimaculata  
 
Alan Gardiner was recently in Mozambique and found a geometrid that he did 
not recognize near the Zambezi delta. He forwarded a photograph to Hermann 
Staude, who identified it as Zerenopsis flavimaculata. This is a member of the 
Geometridae family and was described by Hermann and Pasi Sihvonen in 
2014, based on four specimens caught in the 1920’s.  
 
To rediscover this species after an absence of nearly one hundred years is 
remarkable; Hermann hopes that Alan will be able to acquire material for DNA 
sequencing and will find eggs or larvae. 
 

Position Papers (Steve Woodhall) 

Steve Woodhall has written a series of Position Papers, covering a variety of topics.  

LepSoc Africa Council would like to adopt these as formal LSA policy documents, to be included in 

our Handbook. 

We would first like our members to read the documents and to revert with any comments; the 

Position Papers may be viewed via the links below: 

Commercial dealing in Lepidoptera 

Collecting Lepidoptera 

Photographing Lepidoptera 

Urban biodiversity 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xcsknj8zl6y1oet/Article%201%20final%20published%20version%20-%20Charles%20Botha.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dscfyqmk0tgb6cg/Position%20paper%20on%20commercial%20use%20of%20lepidoptera.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/128hi6x092ktvgr/Position%20paper%20on%20lepidoptera%20collecting.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ktd41m11hss41zd/Position%20paper%20on%20lepidoptera%20photography.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i6krkce56rhj1l3/Position%20paper%20on%20urban%20biodiversity.pdf?dl=0
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Genus Naarda Herminiinae LEACH [1815] in Africa  

(Wolf-Achim Roland) 
 

This Genus is not well understood so far. The following is a translation of Hermann Hacker’s 

notes: 

 

“There are lots of species, which somehow belong together, which are however: 

 

a. not really separated by morphological features 

b. often not researched for their barcodes  

c. species (Naarda and Polypogon) coming from forests, that have only changed slowly and 

therefore their features are ancestral and less diverse. 

 

And little is known on the worldwide relationships resulting from Gondwana.”  

 

In LEPIMAP there are 56 observations, 54 of them marked as Naarda sp. 

 

In the new book Moths of Africa Vol. 2 (Jan.2021) there are 17 species listed for Africa plus 

Madagascar. 6 of them are new to science: 

 

Naarda wojtusiaki Hacker spec. nov. Nigeria 

Naarda clitodialis Hacker spec. nov. Uganda 

Naarda cliterica Hacker, Fiebig & Stadie spec. nov., Uganda 

Naarda ictericialis Hacker spec. nov.  Gabon 

Naarda fasciculalis Hacker spec. nov. Gabon 

Naarda hirsutalis Hacker spec. nov. West Africa 

 

Two species occur in Madagascar: 

 

N. ivelona and N. madagascella 

 

Four species occur in Southern Africa: 

 

N. flavisignata, N.nigripalpis, N.xanthopis and N.ovaliplaga. 

 

The website afromoths.net has already updated its dictionary. 

As with the Hypeninae, I try to extract information for the photographer, who does not collect the 

moths, but is interested to identify the photographed species from the information presented.  

Before I describe the relevant features, I will cite the foreword for Genus Naarda in African Moths 

Vol. 2, p. 292: 

 

"The following species are placed here provisionally because they share facies considered typical 

of Naarda s.l., but intensive further study is required before their genetic placement can be 

clarified. It appears unlikely that the Genus as currently understood can be monophyletic." 

Naarda flavisignata, wingspan 14.5-17 mm; labial palps short, bushy, porrect; samples of N. 

flavisignata in the book are only from South Africa (Krüger NP and KZN) and Tanzania. It has 

fasciae very similar to Polypogon leucopis, which is a South African species with rather uniformely 

black forewings, a pale beige reniform stigma, short, bushy and porrect palps and a wingspan of 

16,5 – 22 mm. 
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Naarda nigripalpis is the most widespread of the four species found in South Africa. It occurs in 

Somalia, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, E'Swatini and the 

Arabian peninsula. The design is typical of the Genus with often rather indistinct antemedian, 

median, postmedian and subterminal fasciae on both wings of a dark grey-brown ground-colour. 

The reniform stigma is elongated, upright, dark yellow, in some populations partly black filled; the 

stigmata are reflected bilaterally on the forewings. The wingspan varies from 13 to 19 mm. 

 

The majority of the photos of Naarda sp. posted in LEPIMAP and on iNaturalist are from Kate 

Braun. They are light to dark brown, with a yellow stigma, which mostly carries a black spot. 

N. xanthopis is a small more or less dark uniformely mocha-brown species with post median fascia 

indicated. Other patterns are merged in the ground; the wingspan is 15mm. The only photo of a 

dark brown museum sample in the book shows a small yellow stigma. 

N.ovaliplaga is only known from the Holotype sample (Zimbabwe). 

 

In conclusion, most Naarda sp. observations either show the nearly black Naarda flavosignata or 

the light to dark brown Naarda nigripalpis with the black dot in the yellow stigma. I have not found 

a live picture in the internet of neither Naarda xanthopis nor Naarda ovaliplaga. 

 

Wolf-Achim Roland 

Solingen, 19.5.2021 

 

wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de 

  

Naarda flavisignata  
near Vaalwater, Limpopo 
(photo by Hanna Roland) 

Naarda nigripalpis 
near Lephalale, Limpopo  

(photo by Kate Braun) 

Naarda nigripalpis 
E'Swatini  

(photo by Kate Braun) 

mailto:wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de
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Mount Sheba revisited (Hermann Staude) 
 

I read with interest the article The Greek, The German, and Mothing in style that I wrote twenty-

five years ago, which re-appeared in last month’s African Butterfly News. Thank you, Jeremy for 

introducing the Trawling the archives… series. I don’t think that I would otherwise ever have read 

that again. 

 

What struck me was how little and yet how much has changed in the quarter of a century that has 

passed. Sadly, my great mothing companion Jo has passed away in this time as have quite a few 

of my other mothing colleagues. 

 

Louisa and I visited Mount Sheba in March this year. No longer did we need to cheat on Monday 

but rather ‘middle of the week’ has become the norm for mothing trips as this is the best time when 

the working class are all at work. The forests and grasslands have not changed much here but if 

you look at the area on google earth then you see the Mount Sheba Private Nature Reserve as a 

distinct square of pristine vegetation surrounded by exotic plantations and other anthropogenically 

transformed habitats. All the owners of this private reserve should be congratulated for preserving 

it so well. They recently changed ownership again and I wish the new owners all the best in their 

endeavors to restore the resort to its former glory. The resort is still nestled in the middle of this 

piece of heaven on earth, which remains its main attraction. 

 

This time one aim was to get fresh material for 

DNA sequencing to support several of our 

current enquiries into geometrid phylogeny. One 

of the target species was an undescribed 

larentiine that we found there two and a half 

decades ago and which remains undescribed to 

this day. We not only found this species still 

abundant in the forest but also managed to find 

its caterpillars on the Sclerochiton harveanus, 

which grows profusely in the forest undergrowth.  
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The moth attractors we used were of the same type as those used before and the attendant’s hair 

is still as ‘deurmekaar’ as ever, albeit a lot greyer. This time the umbrellas were laden with many 

hawk moths, which would have pleased Jo very much. I again found several geometrids that were 

not known from there before, including ‘Drepanogynis’ dukei, a rare unique species that pleased 

me very much.  

 

The attractor deep inside the forest had most of the usual species one would expect to find in 

these high Afromontane forests and included the South African endemic skipper Calleagris krooni. 

We found this skipper to be very common in the forest undergrowth during a walk through the 

forest later that morning. Perhaps this is its primary natural habitat?  
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The next day was a serious caterpillar hunting day up near the summit of Mount Sheba. The view 

from here is rather spectacular in all directions, but especially so to the north with Mariepskop, 

nestled in the clouds, visible in the distance. 

 

The objective was to find caterpillars of several geometrid lineages closely associated with fynbos 

plants, some of which are presently in refugia on high mountains north of the fynbos region. For 

this project we are studying the phenotypic, genetic and ecological changes that have happened in 

these isolated populations, to perhaps shed some more light on the mysteries of the speciation 
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process and the unprecedented spectacular high diversity in insect herbivores. It was a very 

successful day.  

On the Phylica paniculata I found an undescribed Cabera sp, closely related to Cabera 

pseudognophos a species restricted to the fynbos region known to feed on Phylica ericoides.  

 

On the Cliffortia linearifolia I found several Entephria epipercna closely related to an undescribed 

Entephria sp. restricted to the fynbos region known to feed on Cliffortia strobilifera. 

 

 

On the Erica caffrorum I found Acrasia robusta closely related to Acrasia crinita from the fynbos 

region that feeds on several Erica spp.. 
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On the same Erica caffrorum I found Chlorocoma eucela closely related to Chlorocoma didita , a 

species from the fynbos region well known to feed on many different Erica spp.  

 

On the way back, passing through the still smog filled air in Gauteng to our place in Magaliesburg, 

Paul Simon’s song “Still crazy after all these years” was playing in the car. 

 

Interesting winter records 
 

A couple of interesting records were submitted to the Highveld Butterfly Club WhatsApp group in 

May and June. 

 

First, Hermann Staude posted a photo of an undescribed Lymantriinae, which he found (in the 

cold and rain) at Danielkuil, Northern Cape. 

 

The second photo is a female Southern Diverse Albatross (Appias epaphia contracta), posted by 

Reinier Terblanche. This is a common enough butterfly – but not in Potchefstroom, North West 

Province! 

 

There is no photo unfortunately, but I’m 100% sure that I saw a female Large Cabbage White 

(Pieris brassicae) at Bryanston Golf Course, Johannesburg on 11 June – which of course 

generated some rather disparaging comments about the likely quality of my golf… 
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Prawns and Potholes  
(Jeremy Dobson, with assistance from Claudia and Dietmar Ley) 
 
In April I took part in an amazing three week butterfly-expedition to Mozambique, arranged by 
Claudia and Dietmar Ley (their surname is pronounced “Lie” rather than “Lay” - as Dietmar 
explained to me, he has grown weary of comments regarding “D. Lay”). 
 
Dietmar had summarized the overall objectives of the expedition as follows: 
 

• To visit Mozambique at an optimum time of the year for Lepidoptera 

• To visit as many different habitat-types as possible 

• To go to places that we have not previously visited 

• To do things that we may not be able to do again; due the rapid rate of environmental 
degradation in Mozambique, to take a “last chance to see”  

• To have an adventurous and fun butterfly trip 
 
Dietmar had initially planned visits to sites in the north of Mozambique, such as Mt. Namuli, Inago, 
Macua and Gile; none of us were keen on getting beheaded, so we decided to limit our expedition 
to localities south of the Zambezi.  
 
Our route-map is attached on the second-last page of this article, followed by coordinates of the 
places we stayed and localities we visited. 
 
Day 1 (Wed 7 Apr) entailed a leisurely drive to the Ley’s home in Nelspruit, or to give it its new 
common name, Mbombela. I took a brief detour through Elandshoogte forest, off the 
Schoemanskloof road; not much was flying (it was cloudy and cool) but I saw a couple of Marieps 
Battling Glider (Cymothoe alcimeda marieps) and White-banded Swallowtail (Papilio echerioides 
echerioides). The ever generous Ley’s had invited the maître d'hôtel of Les Magnolias, their luxury 
hotel in Plaisance, France to stay with them - needless to add, we had an enjoyable dinner. 
 

 
Day 2 involved a rather fraught border crossing at Komatipoort. Although it is seldom enforced, 
current legislation requires that non-Mozambican residents require a letter of invitation from a 
Mozambique national to visit the country. On a South African passport I had no trouble, but 
Dietmar (a German citizen) was subjected to the full stubbornness of Mozambique officialdom. 
Inevitably Claudia - born in Mozambique and fluent in Portuguese - came to the rescue (this would 
be a recurring theme for the remainder of our expedition). A few hours later we were having a beer 
at the, still magnificent, Polana Hotel, before departing for Claudia’s new beach house on the 
fabulous Macaneta Peninsula.  
 
  

Cymothoe alcimeda marieps 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Papilio echerioides echerioides 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cassionympha cassius 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Day 3 (Fri 9 Apr). Dietmar had originally planned a long drive north, but was outvoted. We had a 
leisurely day, which included Claudia getting Dietmar’s Toyota Land Cruiser thoroughly stuck on 
the beach. Not too many butterflies: Pale Smoky Blue (Euchrysops barkeri) and Azure Hairstreak 
(Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus) were common; we saw Fiery Acraea (Acraea acrita acrita) and 
Variegated Acraea Hopper (Fresna nyassae) at the nearby Jay’s Beach Lodge, where we had a 
beer or two. I caught a few Hypolycaena (Hairstreaks) in the hope that they may be Coastal 
Hairstreak (Hypolycaena lochmophila), but the specimens haven’t been set yet. Dietmar’s light-
traps were attracting a good number of Hawkmoths (Sphingidae species). 
 

 
Day 4 was intended to encompass stops at Bilene and Inharime, en route to Pomone. A good rule 
of thumb in Mozambique is to calculate (as conservatively as possible) the likely duration of a 
journey, double it, add one hour and then expect to arrive considerably later than this; this day was 
no exception. Six years ago, Chris Dobson had found a really good hill-top locality near Beline, 
which we visited as our first stop. There were plenty of Blue-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes 
cithaeron cithaeron) and Gold-banded Forester (Euphaedra neophron neophron), a few Southern 
Flame-bordered Charaxes (Charaxes protoclea azota) and Forest Queen (Charaxes wakefieldi), 
but no Violet-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes violetta violetta) or Mozambique Swordtail (Graphium 
junodi).  
 
We attempted to find the sand forest near Macia – a place where Chris had found loads of Large 
Glasswing (Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia), but little remains of the forest now; Novice (Amauris 
ochlea ochlea) were swarming in the wooded areas. We abandoned our initial plan of getting to 
Pomone and overnighted at Paraiso de Chidinguele, a nice beach resort north of Xai-Xai. 
 

  

Graphium angolanus angolanus 
Macaneta, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Daphnis nerii 
Macaneta, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Nephele argentifera 
Macaneta, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Graphium angolanus 

angolanus 
Macaneta, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Daphnis nerii 
Macaneta, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Nepheronia argia variegata 
Beline, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Tagiades flesus  
Beline, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Colotis pallene 
Macia, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 



22 
 

Day 5  (Sun 11 Apr) saw us traveling to some Brachystegia 
woodland northwest of Inharime, another of Chris’s spots. I’d 
promised Dietmar Machequena Acraea (Acraea machequena) - 
Chris had caught several in May 2015 - but for some reason they 
weren’t flying. Claudia found a nice female Black-and-orange 
Playboy (Deudorix dariaves) and there were a few Orange Axehead 
(Acada biseriata) on the wing. That night we stayed at Morrungulo 
north of Inhambane. We had an evening swim on a glorious palm-
lined beach, the sea a pink colour in the sunset. 
 
Day 6 involved a visit to Pomene, the spot Dietmar had intended to get to two days earlier. There 
was some nice coastal bush, where we found a few Dune Crimson Tip (Colotis eunoma eunoma); 
seeing this butterfly is a very different proposition to catching it, let alone taking photographs. 
Other butterflies at the site included Southern Clear-wing Acraea (Acraea rabbaiae perlucida) and 
Forest Queen (Charaxes wakefieldi). Despite numerous recent records from KZN, I’d never found 
C. wakefieldi in good numbers previously; well, Mozambique certainly put an end to this state of 
affairs. 
 
We arrived at Inhassoro; our overnight destination was the Island View resort, owned by friends of 
the Leys.  Unfortunately we were at the wrong Island View: the real one was at Vilankulos, several 
kilometres further south. Anyway, the “wrong” Island View put us up and we had a nice prawn 
dinner at a nearby restaurant, Casa Luna. 
 
Day 7 saw us crossing the Save River, where we stopped to investigate some flowering 
Hermannia; there were several Spotless Black-veined Ant-heap White (Dixeia leucophanes) and 
the ubiquitous Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus. Afterwards, we drove to Ndzou Camp in Moribane 
forest. We arrived in the late afternoon and were put up in the spacious Chalet 5. On a trip of 
many highlights, Ndzou was probably the best destination in my opinion. 
 

We spent days 8 and 9 exploring the forest and forest margins and putting together a butterfly 
checklist for the camp’s manager, Nelson.  
 
Moribane contains all the butterflies that one would have hoped to find in Zululand 20 years ago, 
such as Charaxes wakefieldi, Charaxes protoclea azota and Mottled-green Commander 
(Euryphura achlys). However the forest also contains many non-South African species, including 
Violet-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes violetta violetta), Vumba Little Charaxes (Charaxes baumanni 
selousi) and Eastern Forest Glade Nymph (Aterica galene theophane). I’d never refer to Gold-
banded Forester (Euphaedra neophron neophron) as a pest, but here they were absolutely 
swarming. Blue-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron) was not far behind, as were 
Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa).  
 
  

Dixeia leucophanes 
Save River, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus  
Save River, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea oncaea 
Save River, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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In a swamp within the forest we found Lesser-horned Swift (Borbo lugens), Marsh Swift (Borbo 
micans), Yellow Large Flat (Apallaga alluaudi) and Jordan’s Sailer (Neptis jordani). On the forest 
edges we found several Spotless Policeman (Coeliades libeon) and Fragile Dotted Border 
(Mylothris yulei yulei). 
 

 

Aterica galene theophane 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Anthene larydas 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea nohara nohara 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Telchinia cabira 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Borbo lugens 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Borbo micans 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cyrestis camillus sublineata 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cymothoe coranus coranus 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Bicyclus safitza safitza 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Gnophodes diversa 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Andronymus caesar philander 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Apallaga alluaudi 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Euryphura achlys 

Moribane Forest, Mozambique 
Jeremy Dobson 

Eurema floricola floricola 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Euphaedra neophron neophron 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Hypolycaena buxtoni buxtoni 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Mylothris yulei yulei 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Neptis goochii 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Neptis jordani 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Neptis saclava marpessa 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Protogoniomorpha parhassus 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Pentila swynnertoni 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Charaxes wakefieldi 
Moribane Forest, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Next stop (Day 10, 16 Apr) was Tsetsera Mountain on the Mozambique/ Zimbabwe border. We 
hung Charaxes traps in some Afromontane forest on our way up the mountain and camped near 
the summit. I consider myself reasonably adventurous, but I’m not in the same league as Claudia 
and Dietmar, who drove their car through some impenetrable looking bush in order to get to our 
“campsite”, an abandoned house at the top of the forest.  

 
It poured with rain that evening and Day 11 dawned, cloudy, cool 
and damp. We explored the forest and adjacent grassland, but the 
temperature never rose above 15 degrees; the only butterflies we 
recorded from Tsetsara were Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph (Metisella 
metis paris) and Long-tailed Admiral (Antanartia schaeneia 
schaeneia). I had seen some Cymothoe on the way up, but can’t 
confirm their identity - probably Northern Battling Glider (Cymothoe 
alcimeda rhodesiae).  
 

It was a real pity that the weather was poor, as I think Tsetsera could have contained some very 
interesting butterflies, but anyway, we left at about midday on Day 11, for the short (about 80 km) 
trip to Lake Chicamba. About six hours later we limped into Casa Msika, a really nice resort on the 
edge of the lake. The following morning (18 Apr) we drove to Chimoio to stock up on food and 
beer for the next leg of adventure: the hills west of Candica near the Zimbabwe border. 
 
We were to stay at the home of Sakkie van Zyl, a friend of Claudia and Dietmar, who owns a 
Macadamia nut farm in this area. We stopped at the top of the pass (about 10 km west of 
Candica) where we found a colony of butterflies that I’ve provisionally called Bright Orange Amber 
(Telchinia parei orangica), although they could equally well be Telchinia induna induna or T. 
anacreon. 
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The following day (Day 13) involved exploring the grassy hills and woodland near Sakkie’s home, 
which included some nice streams and wetland areas. The weather wasn’t great and butterflies 
were few and far between, but we found some nice species, such as Eastern Rusty Silverline 
(Cigaritis apelles kiellandi), Vumba Silver-barred Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus stevensoni), 
Eyed Three-ring (Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris) and the Telchinias that we’d found on the previous 
day. The weather forecast wasn’t encouraging for the following day, so we decided to travel to our 
next destination the following morning. 

 
Day 14 involved the long journey from Candica to Inhamitanga, a drive of about 450 km which 
works out at approximately 12 hours according to my formula. As an aside, my car had been 
making some ominous noises for a couple of days. Car noises, in my experience, can usually be 
overcome by turning up the volume of the music, but by this stage the combined might of Jimmy 
Page and Robert Plant were battling to compete. After a fairly terrifying river-crossing on Sakkie’s 
farm, the noise miraculously disappeared. I concluded that sand had been flushed out from the 
brake pads, or alternatively, that some pesky bearing had ground itself into oblivion. There is still 
some nice habitat north of Gorongoza and we stopped a couple of times to look for butterflies. 
Thousands of Guineafowl (Hamanumida daedalus) would fly up from the road as we passed, but 
we didn’t see anything too special, although Claudia found Bordered Mottled Buff (Baliochila 
barnesi). 
 
We stayed for a couple of days at M'phingwe Lodge, southwest of Caia, which I can highly 
recommend. The resort is owned by Anthony (James) White and his wife, Pat. Ant White – who is 
a legendary figure in this part of the world – was away on business unfortunately, but Pat and her 
team ensured that we had a very comfortable stay. For the following two days we explored the 
forest and roadsides in the Inhamitanga area and found some great butterflies. The main prize 
was Small Buff (Euthecta cooksoni cooksoni), which is a rare butterfly, endemic to this region. I 
eventually found three specimens, all within a few hundred meters of each other and all flying in 
mid-afternoon. One of the problems with this species is that it flies with two other superficially 
similar butterflies: for every fifty Northern Spotted Buff (Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata) one sees 
there is one Baliochila barnesi and for every ten barnesi there is one Euthecta. I learned to 
recognise Euthecta cooksoni on the wing by its small size and feeble flight. 
 
For years I’ve admired the underside image of Southern Dark Spangled Ranger (Dotta stellata 
mineni) in Penningtons (formerly Astictopterus stellata); here they were – in good numbers – 
within thickets of broad-bladed grass in semi-shaded areas. Other nice butterflies included 
Riverine Ranger (Ampittia capenas capenas), Speckled Orange (Herila herilus), Southern African 
Map (Cyrestis camillus sublineata) and Eastern Clouded Mother-of-Pearl (Protogoniomorpha 
anacardii nebulosa).  
  

Telchinia parei orangica 
Candica, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Metisella metis paris 
Candica, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris 
Candica, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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The traps at M'phingwe Lodge were working well, mainly Blue-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes 
cithaeron cithaeron), Natal Pearl-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes jahlusa argynnides) and Club-tailed 
Charaxes (Charaxes zoolina), but also Large Blue Charaxes (Charaxes bohemani bohemani), 
Eastern Savanna Charaxes (Charaxes etesipe tavetensis) and Southern Flame-bordered 
Charaxes (Charaxes protoclea azota). The camp was also a good spot for Mottled-green 
Commander (Euryphura achlys). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dotta stellata mineni 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Ampittia capenas capenas 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses coalescens 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Appias epaphia contracta 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Anthene lemnos lemnos 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea machequena 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea petraea 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Baliochila barnesi 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Borbo detecta 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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An interesting observation from Inhamitanga, was that all the Tuxentius that we saw were White 
Pie (Tuxentius calice); not a single Black Pie (Tuxentius melaena melaena). One of the butterflies 
that I’d hoped to find - Chic Acraea (Acraea cuva) – didn’t turn up unfortunately; oh well, you can’t 
win ‘em all…  
 
On Day 17 (23 Apr) we left Inhamitanga for Inhaminga; a town about 30 km to the southwest. On 
the way we stopped to look for butterflies by the side of the road and found some nice species, 
such as Olive-haired Swift (Borbo borbonica borbonica). 
 
We stayed at a bible school west of Inhaminga, Africa Wa Yesu, that Claudia and Dietmar had 
visited before; on that occasion Dietmar had been persuaded to present a talk on butterflies and 
moths to a large group of school children. No such demands were made this time and we were 
invited for supper at the home of Pastor Mario and his family. 
 

 
 
 

Dotta stellata mineni 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Physcaeneura pione 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Phalanta eurytis eurytis 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Tuxentius calice 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Spialia dromus 
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Graphium leonidas leonidas  
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Borbo borbonica borbonica 
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea natalica 
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Colotis regina  
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cigaritis natalensis 
Inhaminga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Day 18 saw us heading for our final destination, Gorongoza. We stopped at some forest near 
Dondo, which looked promising, but didn’t produce anything too special and also drove up to the 
famous hill-top tower near Xiluvo. The latter locality used to produce loads of Machequena Acraea 
(Acraea machequena) for Pennington and Cookson in the ‘60’s, but we didn’t find anything 
exciting apart from African Barred False Sailer (Neptidopsis fulgurata platyptera). 
 
We stayed for two nights at the home of Piet van Zyl and family, who were in South Africa at the 
time: the van Zyls are friends of the Leys and Piet is the father of Sakkie, whose house we had 
stayed at earlier on our expedition. The property is set in some nice woodland near the Gorongoza 
Park entrance, although to be honest, we didn’t find too much here.  
 
My overall impression was that, during the expedition we had hit Ndzou (Moribane Forest) at its 
best. Otherwise our timing was a bit off and a couple of months earlier (or even a month later) may 
have been more productive. Nonetheless, Mozambique, not at its best, is still pretty awesome and 
we found loads of butterflies at Gorongoza, including species that we hadn’t encountered on our 
trip previously, such as  Wild-bamboo Charaxes (Charaxes macclounii) and Amatongas Little 
Charaxes (Charaxes baumanni whytei). 
 

Claudia and Dietmar had planned to stay in Mozambique for another week, but I now had to 
reluctantly head home. As the Zimbabwe borders were closed due to Covid, this meant retracing 
my steps south and exiting Mozambique at the Komatipoort border post. I’d allowed three days for 
the journey, but to my surprize, managed to do it in just two days. 
 
I overnighted at Lake View Lodge at Chidenguele and managed to get through the Komatipoort 
border in about one hour. I’d been dreading the Covid test at the South African border, but I 
couldn’t have been more pleasantly surprised by the friendly, helpful and efficient service at the 
test station; from queuing to pay my R300 to receiving my certificate took less than half an hour. 
 
All in all, a really enjoyable expedition. Thanks to Dietmar for planning the trip and to Claudia for 
being our “trip-manager” and ensuring that we sailed through all obstacles without any problems!  
 
  

Acraea acrita acrita 
Gorongoza, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses amanga amanga  
Gorongoza, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Euchrysops malathana 
Gorongoza, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 
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The red line of the Google map below tracks our route through Mozambique (at an average speed 
of way under 50 km/h) 
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This is a list of the lodges places where we stayed: 
 

Chidenquele: Paraiso de Chidenquele (-24.955130° 34.197177°) 
+258 84 390 9999 
 
Morrungulo: Ponte Morrungulo Lodge (-23.232541° 35.492473°) 

 +258 86 388 9102 
  

Inhassoro: Island View (-21.531198° 35.201407°)  
+258 84 369 3550 

 
Moribane Forest: Ndzou Camp (-19.735828° 33.336072°) 

 Unknown 
 

Lake Chicamba: Casa Msika (-19.041266° 33.065897°) 
 +258 82 334 8199 
 

Inhamitanga: M'phingwe Lodge (-18.043760° 35.206541°) 
 +258 82 301 6436 
 

Chidenquele: Lake View Lodge (-24.925261° 34.225224°) 
 +258 82 303 7092 
 
And a list of some of the localities we visited with a few key species that you may find there: 
 

Bilene (-25.192397° 33.209866°) 
 Charaxes protoclea azota, Charaxes wakefieldi 
 

Davide (-24.451808° 34.758493°) 
 Axiocerses punicea punicea, Acraea machequena 
 

Pomone (-22.946295° 35.593547°) 
 Acraea rabbaiae perlucida, Colotis eunoma eunoma 
  

Save River (-21.099677° 34.551873°) 
 Dixeia leucophanes 
 

Ndzou Camp (-19.735828° 33.336072°) 
 Charaxes baumanni whitei, Euryphura achlys 
 

Catandica - West (-18.015688° 33.021386°) 
Charaxes druceanus stevensoni, Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris 
 
Inhamitanga (-18.196563° 35.350268°) 
Dotta stellata mineni, Euthecta cooksoni cooksoni 

 
Xiluvo (-19.236587° 34.069180°) 
Neptidopsis fulgurata platyptera 

 
Gorongoza (-19.022740° 34.180760°) 
Charaxes macclounii, Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor 
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Things to consider when you travel to Mozambique: 
 

This is a high risk Malaria country; use Mozitec or similar. As this doesn’t help against all 
strains, get Coartem for emergency treatment. 
 
A negative (not older than 72 hours) PCR Test is required to enter the country (the borders 
to Zimbabwe were closed in April). 
 
Keep your wits about you: Mozambique is riddled with corrupt police and military personnel; 
petty theft is rampant and there is political unrest in the north. We had the following 
advantages:  
 

Claudia’s language skills 
Staying at the houses of friends of Claudia and Dietmar at some locations 
Driving in convey with two 4x4 vehicles, with a two-way radio 

 
Keep to the speed limit and make sure you have the requisite fire-extinguisher, reflective 
jackets etc. 
 
Allow plenty of time for your journey; some of the dirt roads are hectic and the pot holes on 
a few of the main roads, such as the EN1 north of Inchope are terrible. Avoid driving in the 
dark if at all possible. 
 
Currency is Metical, and the current exchange rate is about R 1 to MT 4. You can also 
generally use SA Rand; credit cards are accepted at most garages, but you may have to 
pay cash for your accommodation. You can exchange some Rands for Metical at the 
garage before the Komatipoort border, although most major towns have ATMs. You will 
require about MT 270 to register your car at the border and MT 70 to exit Mozambique; on 
your return, allow R 300 for the Covid test on the RSA border. 

 
We prepared some butterfly checklists while we were in Mozambique, which were forwarded to 
the relevant people. You can view them at the following links: 
 

Ndzou Camp, Moribane Forest 
Mac Valley, Catandica 
M'phingwe Lodge, Inhamitanga 
Africa Wa Yesu, Inhaminga 

 
 
An ode to quarantine 
 
Dietmar Ley was subjected to ten days’ home-quarantine on his return to France; he reckons that 
this is not without its advantages: 

• having peace, music, wine, cigars next to the fire 

• undisturbed time with your partner 

• lots of cooking 

• every day a friendly visit from the gendarmerie 

• being free from 10 -12 every morning allows enough time to do shopping and socializing 

• and best of all, being able to work on the butterflies 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ccoddv7xae3whz0/Ndzou%20-%20Checklist.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/f1o2cu0n7rsapll/Mac%20Valley%20-%20Checklist.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9p02rqpeeanaqph/M%27phingwe%20Lodge%20-%20Checklist.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2fuvbqlr2mdcpgf/Inhaminga%20-%20Checklist.pdf?dl=0
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Ndzou Camp, Mozambique 
 

Dietmar and Claudia Ley are trying to support the conservation of Moribane forest in eastern 

Mozambique. I visited Ndzou Camp (situated within the forest) with the Leys in April – refer to a 

later article – and we produced an illustrated butterfly checklist. The camp’s manager, Andrew 

Kingman, writes as follows: 

  

Thank you so much for once again visiting Ndzou Camp and for taking the time to document and 

illustrate the butterflies that you identified during your stay. This information will be extremely 

useful to us as we try and boost the Camp as the worst of Covid's impact draws to a close. 

  

It has been a real struggle to survive. We started 2020 in very good shape, having benefited 

(ironically) from Cyclone Idai - Ndzou was the best place for aid workers and engineers to stay. 

We had a plan to install a borehole and extend the kitchen, ready for a big push on marketing. 

Sadly, we had to use the available fund that we'd built up simply to keep on paying wages. It would 

have been commercially better to lay off workers, but you have seen that community; the wages 

that the Camp pays are transforming the prospects of our colleagues. We couldn't countenance 

the hardship that retrenchment would cause. 

  

As we start 2021, we have to rebuild. With new project work in the area for Micaia Foundation, the 

Camp will be busy, but only to cover operating costs. Somehow, we have to find additional 

resources to improve water and other facilities. You mentioned in your email that you might be 

able to assist in some way. If you have any ideas and people or organizations that we could 

approach for financial support to help Ndzou recover from the Covid losses, I would be very 

grateful to receive them. 

  

For now, thanks again for your continuing interest in and support of Ndzou Camp. We and all our 

colleagues at the Camp really appreciate it.  

  

Zululand 
 

André Coetzer visited Zululand, KwaZulu-Natal in late May and found some good butterflies, 

including Millar's Large Buff (Deloneura millari millari), Southern Clear-wing Acraea (Acraea 

rabbaiae perlucida) and Deceptive Diadem (Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor). I initially thought 

André had taken an astonishing picture of a Deceptive Diadem in flight, but apparently it was 

resting on a window… 

 

  

Deloneura millari millari 
Zululand, KZN 
André Coetzer 

Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor 
Zululand, KZN 
André Coetzer 

Acraea rabbaiae perlucida 
Zululand, KZN 
André Coetzer 
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Our first trip to Malta Forest (Lekgalmeetse Nature Reserve)  
January 1964 (Stephen Henning) 
 
Stephen Henning, who features in “Focus On” in this edition of ABN, has written a series of 
articles, covering butterfly expeditions from the 60’s and 70’s. This is the first of what will become 
a regular feature in this newsletter. 
 

Malta forest was the butterfly heaven we all dreamed of after reading Swanepoel’s Book.  From 
his stories in the book, we could imagine a magnificent forest alive with all sorts of butterfly – it 
became the number one place in our list of must visit places.  We had talked to Swannie and 
Lionel Shroder about Malta Forest and they all gave us advice as to the best time of the year to go 
and the best route to follow to get there.  It was going to be a long drive to the forest nestled in the 
kloof at the foot of the Wolkberg. 
 
We decided we would camp next to the waterfall 
as Swannie said this would be the best place to 
erect a tent and it would be near running water.  
At this time, we did not have a tent or any other 
camping equipment, so we borrowed and old 
army tent from Stan Marshall who worked at the 
UTC.  He also lent us three camp beds which 
we could use and blow-up airbeds. 
 
Our friend Johnny Venables was also keen to go 
with us as he enjoyed camping and had never 
been to the Northern Transvaal.  We loaded the 
old Packard up the evening before as we were 
setting off at about 5 am.  We picked up Johnny 
on the way at the Venables’ house.  It was great 
to be alive that morning – the anticipation to actually visit butterfly heaven.  We headed off for 
Pretoria, - my dad, Johnny, Graham, and I with our trusty dog Lassie. 
 
From Pretoria we headed for Warmbaths and finally stopped for breakfast at a layby just outside 
Naboomspruit.  A lovely spot with a picnic table and surrounded by lush bushveld. 
 
We set off again about three-quarters of an hour later.  The route took us through Pietersburg, 
Duiwelskloof, down the long pass through Woodbush and on to Tzaneen.  From Tzaneen we took 
the road towards the Eastern Transvaal and Strydom Tunnel.  Some twenty odd miles out from 
Tzaneen we left the tarred road and took the turning towards Ofcolaco.  It was a long drive through 
Ofcolaco following the signs guiding us towards the Downs.  As we approached the Wolkberg the 
bush became lusher and we splashed through a stream crossing the road scaring up a cloud of 
butterflies including Papilio nireus lyaeus and Eurema hecabe, which had been sucking on the 
mud. 
 
We were now close to the forest and looking out for a sign that said “Selati Estates” and then there 
it was – we were in Malta Forest.   The canopy trees were tall with their branches interlocking 
above the road and festooned with lianas.  Straight away there were butterflies everywhere – large 
powder blue male Nepheronia thalassina were everywhere interspersed with a bright orange 
Nymphalid called the Blotched Leopard (Lachnoptera ayresii). Huge yellow and black mocker 
swallow tail butterflies (Papilio dardanus cenea) were patrolling up and down the road contrasting 
with the velvet black and bright blue Papilio nireus lyaeus that darted between them. 
 

The habitat at Malta Forest is Riparian Gallery Forest 
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Dad stopped briefly while Graham and I ran wildly up and down the road catching those 
magnificent pale blue whites.  After about ten minutes my dad suggested that we go on and set up 
camp and said that there was going to be ample time to collect later.  We climbed back into car 
buzzing with excitement. 
 

The road wound through the canopy of trees.  
We were driving into valley carved into the 
Wolkberg by the river that flowed strongly 
through the trees to our right.  On the left as we 
drove along the ground started rising up until the 
trees opened up and we could see the road had 
been cut into the cliff.  On our left the trees had 
thinned out and we could see the river rushing 
past forming little white clouds as it crashed over 
the rocks.  We were suddenly at the end of the 
cliff and there was a clearing in trees beneath 
the canopy.  It was an enchanted spot.  There 
was a waterfall cascading down into a crystal-
clear pool.  The overflow water from the pool 
rushed down a narrow stream and past the 

clearing and under the bridge and down through the trees where it joined the river flowing down 
the valley towards the bushveld.  The clearing was relatively flat and covered with a layer of dead 
leaves. The whole area dappled with sunlight that pierced the canopy above.  The smell of the 
damp decaying leaves was intoxicating and the shriek of the cicadas providing the background 
noise. 
 

Graham and I were soon rushing around with our nets while dad and Johnny were setting up 
camp.  Around the edge of the clearing tiny black skippers with a brilliant white tip to their 
abdomens were skipping about in the shade of the trees from plant to another.  This was our first 
encounter with these delightful little skippers, Acleros mackenii. 
 
While the little skipper occupied our attention for a few minutes, it was the magnificent pale 
powder blue males of Nepheronia thalassina that soon had us chasing about shouting with delight.  
They were as common here as they were further down the road.  Some were flying rapidly about 
the canopy at considerable heights while others were flying leisurely in the shade near the ground, 
resting here and there on the leaves of the trees, low shrubs and on grass stem.  Others were 
feeding at the flowers along the road.  We soon had our series of this magnificent white.  We also 
collected both female forms in the undergrowth, one resembling the male but lacking the blue 
colour, the other with a yellow hindwing. 
 
Our collecting was interrupted when dad called us over to help him put up our tent.  The tent was 
an old army type tent made of canvas and had that familiar musty smell of rotten canvas one gets 
from these old tents packed away before they were completely dry.  The canvas was heavy and 
erecting the tent was certainly not a one-man job.  Eventually it was up – slightly lobe-sided but 
certainly functional.  There was no ground sheet, so we dug a trench around the tent to divert any 
water if it rained.  Johnny had put up his own single man tent and kept up a monolog on how the 
scouts would set up camp.   We generally ignored him, just grunting occasionally to keep him 
happy.  We left my dad to put up the camp beds, as the lure of butterflies drew us away again. 
 
Another butterfly flying among the N. thalassina was Appias epaphia.  The males were just 
basically white with a black margin, but the female was one of the most easily recognisable 
butterflies in South Africa with her distinctive black and white markings.  We soon found that these 
markings made her very conspicuous, and we could recognise her at quite a distance.  
 

The waterfall at Malta Forest 
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Another pierid we caught that day was the African Wood White, Leptosia alcesta.  This little white 
we found floating about here and there under the trees looking just like pieces of tissue paper 
blowing in the wind.  They were not very common and on the first day only saw about three 
specimens.  They all flew close to the ground not flying up more than a couple of feet. 
 

Also caught on that first day were the bright orange Lachnoptera ayresii which were gambolling 
along the road anything from six to twenty feet up.  They were easier to catch feeding on flowers 
along the road.  The male was easily separated from the female by having a large leaden-grey 
sexual patch on the upper edge of the hindwing. 
 
It was now getting dark, and Graham and I finally called it a day and headed back to camp with the 
calls of the Hadeda Ibis ringing in our ears as they flew overhead to roost.   Johnny as a good 
scout had got a fire going and my dad was cooking on a small gas stove.  The smell of the cooking 
made us realise how hungry we were, although the food smelt better than it looked – tinned 
braised steak, bake beans, and potatoes all mixed up together and served with a bit of charcoal 
garnishing.  It in fact was actually delicious.  We finished the meal off with tinned peaches.  We 
washed up in the little streams bubbling past our tent.  We stored our perishables in a large biscuit 
tin in the stream to keep them cool.  We ended the day sipping tea in our fold up chairs and 
reminisced about the adventures of the day. 
 
It was then that we found out that we almost did not have supper.  Our supplies for the whole trip 
consisted mainly of tinned food, so my dad had bought a new tin opener – one of those that you 
clipped to the side of the tin and turned the handle.  A good idea in principle – but it did not work.  
At least my dad could not get it to work and called in the handy scout to apply his expertise – he 
could not work it either.  So the intrepid pair resorted to Johnny’s army knife and hacked the tops 
of the tins so we would be able to eat.  My dad planned to drive to the general store we saw in 
Ofcolaco the next day and buy a “proper” tin opener. 
 
The sound of cicadas had been replaced by crickets as the sun set behind the mountains.  I soon 
felt drowsy listening to the crickets and the rumble of the waterfall.  We all headed for our beds, 
and I awoke in the grey dawn to the sound of loud plops on our tent.  Dad and Graham were still 
wrapped up in their blankets, so I crept to the door and peeped out.  There was a troop of 
monkeys feeding on the fruit in the tree above the tent.  It was the dropped fruit and pips I had 
heard on the tent.  I kept Lassie next to me, so she did not chase them away with her barking. 
 
After watching them for a few minutes, I woke up dad and Graham.  We all watched the monkeys 
for a while, but hunger soon had us up and cooking our breakfast.  Dad made our normal bacon 
and eggs and our early morning tea.  Johnny soon joined us and we ate breakfast watching the 
monkeys in the trees above us.  All our activity had not scared them off at all.  They became 
regular visitors over the few days we were there. 
 
My dad had set up a couple of trap-nets while we were off collecting yesterday afternoon.  One of 
these trap-nets was on a big tree near the camp and one in the larger clearing on the other side of 
the road.  He also put a couple more along the side of the road.  Our first morning chore was to 
check them and recharge the bait.  All we found in the trap was a Charaxes brutus natalensis and 
a C. candiope. 
 
Graham and I set off down the road to start our day collecting.  We caught a few P. nireus lyaeus 
sucking on donkey droppings along the road.  We wandered along surrounded by the pale blue 
male N. thalassina and the orange nymphalid Lachnoptera ayresii.   One of our early captures was 
the Snout, Libythea labdaca laius which we found sitting on a tree trunk.  Lassie snuffling through 
the bush scared up another one which I caught.  We caught a nice series of the Snout over the 
next few days.  
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My dad drove up in his car on the way to Ofcolaco to buy a new tin opener.   We hopped in and 
got a lift to the river where it crossed the road just outside the forest.  We wanted to see what was 
sucking on the mud. 
 
There was not much sucking on the mud – few swallowtails and whites and some blues.  We soon 
headed back into the forest.  A while later my dad came back past us – he slowed down and said 
he had got a proper tin opener and waved it at us.  He asked us if we wanted a lift back to camp 
and have some lunch. We said we would walk back as it was still a bit early for lunch and the 
butterflies were still flying in numbers. 
 
We had wandered on a couple of hundred yards when we saw it – it was a Pseudacrea boisduvali 
a huge red and black Nymphalid that mimicked some of the larger Acraea species.  It was gliding 
around the top of the canopy with a host of other butterflies.  We watched it flying about the 
treetops in the bright sunlight and wondered if it wouid ever come down in reach of our nets. 
 
We remember from Swannie’s book that he said towards midday they would gradually descend to 
come to rest on the branches in the shade of trees a few feet above the ground.  It was about 
midday now and we were both hopeful this would happen.  Our patience was eventually rewarded.  
The specimens glided down from the canopy and settled on a twig about 20 feet up just out of 
reach of our nets.  We decided that if Graham stood on my shoulders, he would just about reach it 
with his net at full extension.  I knelt down and Graham sat on my shoulders with his net at the 
ready.  I stood up and Graham gently raised his net, but we were still about 3 feet short – Graham 
would have to actually stand on my shoulders to reach it.  He just started doing this when the P. 
boisduvali took off, flying in a leisurely fashion to a new perch.   Its new perch was about at the 
same height as the first but a about twenty feet further down the road.  With Graham still on 
shoulders, I staggered down the road until we were under its perch again.  Still out of reach, but 
Graham was able to stand up on my shoulders – I could feel his boots biting into my flesh and I 
struggled to maintain my balance as I held tight to his ankles to keep him up right.  He swung his 
net and let out a loud yell as he caught it and jumped off my shoulders.  I ended up on my 
backside and Graham landed on his feet.  While I sat there recovering Graham quickly killed the 
P. boisduvali.  We carefully took it out of the net and looked at it.  It was an absolutely perfect male 
and even more amazing lacked the orange band on the tip of the forewing.  It was the rare form 
with black semi-transparent tips to the forewing – it was our prize catch of the trip. 
 
We headed straight back to camp to show our prize capture to dad and to read up again about P. 
boisduvali in Swannie’s book to see if he had any tips about catching them.  I in particular did not 
want to go through the same procedure every time we had to catch one.  Dad was making lunch 
when we arrived – opening a tin of Vienna sausages with his new tin opener.  He was over the 
moon with excitement at our capture and we got out Swannie’s book to read more about it.  I was 
now starting to get hungry and put a few Vienna sausages on my plate but also fancied some 
baked beans. Dad had not yet opened the tin in his excitement over the P. boisduvali.  I picked up 
the tin opener but then noticed the one that dad and Johnny claimed did not work.  I suddenly had 
a thought, “I bet I can open the can with it”.  I picked the “faulty” tin opener up and clipped it on to 
the side of the can and turning the handle quickly and cleanly removed the lid.    My dad’s jaw 
dropped open in amazement.  I tried showing him how to use it but he never got the hang of it.  I 
felt very smug – not only had Graham and I caught the P. boisduvali, but I had opened a tin with 
the infamous tin opener. 
 
I must admit it was not a great tin opener – the rim of the baked bean tin was just the right depth 
for the temperamental tin opener.  I had more failures than successes in opening tins with it for the 
rest of the trip.  But it was a good moment when I opened the first tin so easily. 
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We did actually catch a few more normal P. boisduvali with the orange band across the tip of the 
forewing on the trip.  We found that they were very wary and at the first sign of your approach it 
would make off, but usually flying leisurely to a new perch a few metres away giving you a chance 
to follow it and have another go.  Although most kept high, a few did descend low enough for us to 
catch them without Graham having to stand on my shoulders.  Catching them on the wing was a 
bit of a nightmare.  It would come towards you flying in leisurely fashion.  You would get your net 
ready and strike at it but you would miss.  How was it possible?  It was flying so slowly, yet it 
dodged your net with an amazing turn of speed, and in a blink of an eye it was disappearing over 
the treetops.  I think Graham and I were only catching about 25% of the P. boisduvali that came 
into range of our nets. 
 
We also found some interesting yellow and black larvae on a small shrub.  We dug up some of the 
shrubs and later planted them in the garden at home.  The larvae soon devoured all the leaves 
and were half starved.  We could not find any of the same foodplant at home, so could not get 
them any fresh leaves.  However, several of the larvae did pupate and we kept them for months, 
but nothing ever emerged.  Long afterwards we cut one open and found that they had all dried out.  
The wings were recognisable as one of the day-flying moths that you get in Malta Forest and 
Woodbush and is called Amphicallia bellatrix (Arctiidae).  One of the shrubs planted in the garden 
took very well and was in our garden for years.  It was a Crotalaria      and got beautiful yellow 
sweet flowers that looked a bit like a bird’s head.  On a later trip to Malta Forest, we collected 
more of these larvae and bred them through on this shrub. 
 
Lassie had a great time charging up and down the road.  Sniffing in the bushes and generally 
having fun.  One day a local farmer stopped to chat with my dad.  He said we should keep Lassie 
tied up at night as there are leopards around.  It appears that they are usually in the hills rising up 
above the forest where they prey on the baboon troops.  Often in our walks up and down the road 
we would hear the baboon’s warning barks from the hills.  All this was part of the magic of the 
place.  
 
One of our most surprising catches was the Nightfighter skipper, Artitropa erinnys.  We were 
wandering around the edge of the clearing on the opposite side of the road from our camp.  The 
tall straight trunks of the trees around the clearing towered into the sky.  We were looking for wood 
whites in the undergrowth when Graham saw a large skipper resting on a trunk of one of the trees. 
It was beautifully camouflaged against the trunk.  Graham recognised it as soon as he saw it and 
crept forward with me watching.  He swung his net, and we had our first Nightfighter.  Having now 
found one, we checked it up in Swannie’s book where he records that the foodplant of this skipper 
can be found growing in the dense shade of the trees.  He said the plant is called Dracaena 
hookeriana and has a round stem and reaches three or four feet in height and is crowned by a 
rosette of long narrow green leaves that hang down in much the same way as those of some 
Aloes.  Having got this description, we soon found the plant growing in the undergrowth and 
searched the leaves for larvae and pupae.   My dad actually found a hatched pupal case, so we 
knew we had identified the right plants.  Unfortunately, we did not find any larvae or other pupae 
on this trip.  In future years we were to be more successful, but this was a good first introduction to 
the joy of looking for caterpillars and pupae in the wild. 
 
Another butterfly that made our trip worthwhile was Protogoniomorpha parhassus.  We had had 
our first encounter with this magnificent butterfly a couple of years ago at Ballito Bay, but here they 
were common.  At times when we wandered among the trees, we would disturb a number of 
specimens which were sheltering under the leaves of low plants.  Some of these would instantly 
make for the higher branches of the trees, while others flutter about re-alighting on the underside 
of the leaves of the plants from which they had just flown.  We found that the underside of their 
wings blends remarkably well with the under surfaces of the leaves and it was difficult to detect 
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them.  Seeing this large butterfly with its pearly white wings fluttering in the dappled sunlight under 
the trees is one of the sights that will stick in my memory for ever. 
 
My dad had a fair amount of success with our trapnets and he caught several Charaxes xiphares 
kenwayi, C. varanes, C. brutus natalensis, C. candiope and a couple of C. druceanus moerens.    
Most of the female kenwayi in the traps were the yellow hindwing form and we began to wonder if 
we would ever catch one of the nominate white hindwing ones.  I was walking back to camp in the 
evening of the second day when I saw a C. xiphares kenwayi female circle around the trap and 
then slowly make it way up the road towards me.  I swung my net and was amazed that I caught it 
and it had white hindwings.  It was not the typical nominate form as it had yellow forewing 
markings – a most amazing specimen. 
 
Over the few days we were there we caught a number of the conspicuous P. dardanus cenea 
males patrolling up and down the road.  I really enjoyed watching them with their cream-coloured 
wings flashing about the sun-lit glades, or along the roads.  There, one flies lazily about the road, 
here, one crosses it to ascend to the dense foliage of the forest.   I only saw them occasionally 
come to feed at flowers.  The females were harder to come by and we found them comparatively 
scarce.  They tended to keep to the undergrowth and to fly more slowly than the males, their flight 
being more like that of the danaids they mimic. 
 
We also caught a series of Papilio echeroides which tended to be slower on the wing than the 
other swallowtails in the forest.  It usually flies near the ground and was an easy target.  We also 
caught them feeding at flowers. 
 
I could go on and on.  We actually caught just about everything one would expect to find at Malta 
Forest over the few days we were there.  Between us we collected over 1000 specimens. 
 
On the final morning we got up early to pack up.  It was cloudy and we hurried to get everything 
packed away as quickly as possible in case it started to drizzle.  Graham and I had a last wander 
down the road savouring the moment.  We both vowed to return to this wondrous place.  
 

We finally set off down the dirt round leaving the forest behind in a cloud of dust. 
 
The calls of cicadas, crickets, and cries of the hadeda Ibis will always conjure up memories of that 
idyllic forest in the kloof at the foot of the Wolkberg. 
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A Wing and a Page: Moments in Butterfly Writing 2 
Bill Calvert (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
For me, reading a book involves the same brain processes as meeting a person. The book has a 
persona, a personal glow, and the glow gets a discernible and detailed shape and life. Within the 
book, one sometimes meets characters of course, personas; and some of these persons—they 
are personal—somehow stick with one, or somehow give a special grip on one’s experiences and 
dreams.  
 
In Sue Halpern’s book entitled Four Wings and a Prayer: Caught in the Mystery of the Monarch 
Butterfly, one meets Bill Calvert, one of the most outstanding field workers in lepidoptery.  
 
Here are snippets from the book that centre on him, materials that lepidopterists who go out into 
the veld can seriously identify with. Halpern of course writes for a general audience, not 
lepidopterist specialists, which means she must navigate butterfly details and not lose the reader. 
It’s refreshing to see our hobby from the layperson’s perspective. Her questions about science are 
pertinent, as is her being-charmed by the charismatic monarch—see why. 
(Along with those magical CDs to be played in the car on the road, why not pack a magical 
butterfly book? It stimulates ideas and makes for lekker conversation around the campfire or at a 
conference. And often, it’s just an excellent read, like this book by Halpern.) 
 

 
BILL CALVERT is a biologist. Not the kind of biologist who wears a lab coat and not, especially, the 
kind who has a lab. He works out-of-doors most of the time, observing and cataloguing and trying to 
come to terms with natural phenomena. Among people who study monarch butterflies, which is what 
he himself has done for the past twenty-five years, Calvert is considered the best field researcher in 
the pack. This may have something to do with the fact that Bill Calvert isn't really part of a pack. He 
works by himself, getting grants here and there and leading trips for science teachers and wealthy 
ecotourists, just scraping by. Although he has a doctorate in zoology, academia doesn't interest him. 
A "real" job doesn't interest him. Calvert is fifty-eight years old. Going to Mexico to look for 
monarchs—what we were doing—interests him. 
"I TOOK AN aptitude test when I was in my thirties, and I scored two sigmas past a seventeen-year-
old for 'desire for adventure,' " he said a couple of hours after we crossed the border at Reynosa, as 
he leapfrogged eighteen-wheelers along the rutted two-lane Mexican highway to Ciudad Victoria, 
where we planned to stop. It was close to midnight. We had just breezed through two military 
checkpoints with the words "Biologico" and "Mariposa monarca," and now ours was the only 
passenger vehicle on the road. 
"I thought you weren't supposed to drive at night in Mexico," I said to Bill, who smiled at me and 
tugged on his moustache. 
"Why not?" he asked thoughtfully, as if it were a real question. 
"Bandits," I said. 
"Maybe," he said, and smiled again. It was an enigmatic smile, nothing comforting. 
I DIDN'T KNOW Bill Calvert. Or rather, I had known Bill Calvert for about ten hours, ever since he 
picked me up at the Austin airport earlier in the day. He was late, and I had begun to have my doubts, 
but then he'd rushed through the door and though I had never before laid eyes on him, I recognized 
him instantly and was reassured. He was a familiar type. Tall, thin, with a professorial mop of greying 
hair and an abundant white moustache, wearing stiff Wranglers, a plaid shirt, and scuffed brown 
shoes. Glasses. A sunburned neck. Mischievous eyes. Pens in his pocket.  

 

 
"I THINK THEY are up there," Calvert speculated the next day, while the windshield wipers slapped at 
the morning drizzle as if it were something annoying, like bugs. The sky was grey, and Bill was 
narrating what we would have been looking at if we weren't looking at a thick curtain of clouds: big 
mountains, part of the Sierra Madre Oriental, mountains that rise eight and ten and twelve thousand 
feet into the air. In the foreground there were prickly pear and century plants and scrub grass, 
beautiful in their own way but hardly majestic. Calvert was sure the monarchs were on the move, but 
up high, above the fog—an unprovable hypothesis. 

"Keep your eyes open," he said. "If you ever see a butterfly flying under these conditions—
overcast, with no wind—it'll wreak havoc with all the existing theories." I understood implicitly that he 



41 
 

would like this. Rules, even scientific rules, were anathema to him. But it wasn't going to happen; it 
was a biological impossibility. Thermoregulation was one of the few sure things that scientists knew 
about monarch migration. The rest—how the butterflies knew when it was time to leave their summer 
breeding grounds for their overwintering sites thousands of miles away, and how, navigationally 
speaking, they got to those sites—had stymied them for decades. And so had this: how did monarch 
butterflies from the eastern United States and Canada, millions of them, end up every year in the 
same unlikely spot, a remote and largely inhospitable fifty acres of oyamel pine forest ten thousand 
feet up the southwestern flank of Mexico's Transverse Neovolcanic Mountains? 

This last question—how do monarchs find their way back to the same oyamel trees year after 
year?—remains one of the great unsolved mysteries of animal biology. Monarchs are not guided by 
memory, since no single butterfly ever makes the round trip. Three or four generations separate those 
that spend one winter in Mexico from those that go there the next. 

 

 
People have been paying attention to the monarch for hundreds of years, and most of them, unlike 
Bill Calvert, have not been professional scientists. They have been drawn to these insects because 
their behaviour has seemed so unlikely, so amazing, so nearly heroic. The monarchs' presumed 
heroism, in fact, has been the subtext for much of the fascination. In the process, data have been 
collected and then organized into a narrative. Ultimately, that narrative didn't have to be true, but like 
all stories, it had to seem to be true. 

Bill Calvert was one of the storytellers, as well as part of the story itself. As an undergraduate at 
the University of Texas he studied philosophy, and as a graduate student there, zoology. His 
dissertation was on butterfly feet, how female butterflies find their host plants. He started looking at 
monarchs on a lark because he was stuck in Massachusetts one winter and wanted an excuse to go 
south. He went to a talk given by Lincoln Brower, then a professor at Amherst College and the world's 
leading monarch scientist. Brower needed butterflies for his research, and he put Calvert up to flying 
down to Texas to collect some. It was the beginning of a loose collaboration that continues to this day. 

In monarch circles, which are bigger than one might suppose, Bill Calvert is something of a legend. 
It's not just his reputation as a cowboy entomologist, a guy who sleeps in his truck in pursuit of 
monarch butterflies and has more field notes and more data than he'll ever be able to write up—
though these are part of it. What makes him a legend is that almost twenty-five years ago Bill Calvert 
figured out, based on a couple of clues in a National Geographic article whose authors were trying to 
keep it secret, where monarchs from the eastern United States and Canada spend the winter. 

"I had a friend who was a librarian," Calvert said, "and she gave me a bunch of maps. There were 
two clues in the National Geographic article, that the butterfly colonies were at ten thousand feet and 
that they were in the state of Michoacan. When you put those two features on a map, there were not 
very many choices." 

Calvert and three friends borrowed a truck and drove to Angangueo, a mountain town that was 
home to a silver-mining company once owned by the Guggenheim family. He was carrying a picture 
of a monarch butterfly, and when he showed it to the mayor of the town, the mayor became very 
excited and began to talk about a butterfly roost high in the mountains, a place called Chincua. It was 
the last day of 1976. Bill Calvert called Lincoln Brower and told him this. The next day Calvert and his 
companions found the butterflies on a ridge above Zapatero Canyon. 

Bill Calvert gave up his postdoc on tent caterpillars. He bought lots of maps and started looking for 
place-names with the word paloma—"butterfly"—in them. He mounted expedition after expedition, 
discovering seven more colonies, roaming around Mexico on National Science Foundation money. 
Nearly twenty-five years later he was still roaming. He had a wife and a son back near Austin, but the 
marriage was breaking up. He was too restless—or she wasn't restless enough. "You pretty much 
have to be retired to do this research, wandering around, looking at things," Bill Calvert said. "You can 
spend all your time traveling around and not getting conclusive answers. So that leaves people like 
me to do it." 

 

 
"Let's go catch up with them," he said, so we got back in the truck and continued along Route 101. 
There were tapes on the dashboard—Gordon Lightfoot, Vivaldi, Bach fugues—but we drove in 
silence, looking, looking, looking, until it hurt to look so purposefully, at least for me. 

"Over there," he said fifteen miles later, when we had begun the climb out of the lowlands into 
the mountains, and there it was, a single monarch, flapping its wings athletically, flying across the 
road. And, "There," again. Three more monarchs coming off the ridge to our right, heading southeast. 
And then more coming right over the truck, crossing the highway, sinking down toward the valley 
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below, disappearing. Calvert stopped the truck and gathered up his binoculars, his tape recorder, his 
compass, and his global positioning unit. 

"One at six feet at two-oh-five degrees," he said into the tape recorder after holding up the 
compass to take the vanishing bearings of the butterflies as they dropped to the valley. "Powered 
flight," he recorded, meaning that they were not gliding but were flapping their wings. "One traveling at 
ten feet at two-oh-five," Calvert called out. The number 205 referred to the monarch's azimuth, its 
direction with respect to magnetic north. In this case the monarchs appeared to be flying south-
southwest. Calvert unsheathed the global positioning device and placed it flat on the ground, aiming it 
upward to beam a signal to a satellite passing overhead. "Let's find out where in the world we are," 
Bill said, turning it on. 

 

 
Another two monarchs worked their way over us and dropped out of sight in the valley. Then three 
more. Then nothing. We had caught up with the monarchs, but we couldn't follow them. There was no 
road where they were going, so we moved on, scanning the sky, focusing on the foreground and the 
middle distance, but we saw none. We had lost them. 

More than that sense of loss, I don't remember what I was thinking. We were coming to a 
town, Tula, where I hoped to find a phone to call home, so maybe it was that. But suddenly the brakes 
were on and we were making a dusty U-turn, and Bill Calvert was pointing to a stand of willows ten 
yards from the road, encircling a muddy pond. "Whoa," he said. "There's a roost. Probably two 
thousand monarchs in there." We picked our way over a barbed-wire fence for a better look, passing 
a great blue heron arrayed in its winter whites, and paused to admire a vermilion flycatcher, a bird so 
radiant I had to fight the urge to squint. Compared to this, the monarchs' orange and black markings, 
and especially their dried-leaf appearance when their wings were folded as they roosted, might have 
seemed drab. But the monarch itself did not. I had sometimes heard lepidopterists refer to the 
monarch's charisma, to its character, and as I stood in that swamp, looking up at the monarchs 
resting in the branches overhead, I knew exactly what they meant. These less-than-a-gram creatures 
had flown, most of them, nearly two thousand miles. They had almost made it. They seemed . . . 
admirable. Bill Calvert got out his equipment: a ruler, glassine envelopes, a digital balance, a tattered 
net, extension poles, duct tape. His subjects had arrived: he was going to do science. 

Intuitively one might expect the butterflies to bulk up in the north, the way we might fill up the 
gas tank before driving cross-country. The problem is that a loaded gullet may actually require more 
energy to transport. And it may cause drag. So the question of when a monarch obtains its winter 
food supply is an important one, both because it may suggest how the butterflies find their way to 
Mexico (do they, for instance, follow the asters and the black-eyed Susans?) and because it may 
have implications for conservation (what happens if wildflowers are replaced by roads or subdivisions 
or wheat fields?). Besides, it is just plain interesting: science for science' sake. 

This last, more than the others, appealed to Bill Calvert: the questions, one begetting 
another—no; begetting many others. We would drive, and I would ask Calvert, who has devoted his 
life to studying monarch butterflies, how high monarchs flew, and if they followed corridors of 
wildflowers when they headed south, and if predation was greater during migration or remigration, 
and invariably he would smile and tell me that I had asked a good question and say, "But that's the 
thing, no one knows the answer." In my knapsack I was carrying around a book called The End of 
Science, about how scientists were closing in on a unifying theory to explain everything, and it 
seemed pretty clear to me, in talking with Bill Calvert, that the physicists were going to be able to tell 
us how the world worked, and we still wouldn't know how a single monarch butterfly found its way 
from Canada to Mexico, or the answers to the hundreds of questions raised by its flight. 

 

 
TWO BURROS WERE tethered to the fence opposite us, and there were two women there, too, 
waiting for a bus. But the bus was nowhere in sight, and before long the women asked us what we 
were doing, and we said the words "Biologico" and "Mariposa monarca," and they grunted and shook 
their heads and smiled at us and kept watching. Watching and smiling and pointing and laughing. We 
were pretty entertaining, especially when a butterfly would push its way out of an envelope and we'd 
flop after it, trying to get it back. 

As the women watched us, I watched Bill Calvert sitting Indian-style in the dirt, measuring and 
weighing the butterflies and assessing their condition on a scale of one to five. Most of the monarchs 
were in good shape, all things considered, fresh and untattered. Focused as Bill was, I noticed that 
his affect was that of a child—happy, engaged, fully present. He reminded me of my daughter at the 
edge of our pond, sorting rocks, digging for turtles, catching newts. Children have enthusiasms and 
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adults have passions, I thought, and though it sounded good, Bill Calvert seemed to contradict it. The 
answers mattered to him—that was a given—but getting at them mattered even more. 

"The need of the age gives its shape to scientific progress as a whole," I read months later, in 
Jacob Bronowski's classic meditation Science and Human Values. "But it is not the need of the age 
which gives the individual scientist his sense of pleasure and of adventure… He is personally involved 
in his work, as the poet is in his and artist is in the painting. Paints and painting too must have been 
made for useful ends; and language was developed from whatever beginnings, for practical 
communication. Yet you cannot have a man handle paints or language or the symbolic concepts of 
physics, you cannot even have him stain a microscope slide, without instantly waking in him a 
pleasure in the very language, a sense of exploring his own activity." It was an old book. I had 
underlined the passage twenty years before. But it described precisely what I was seeing while I was 
watching Bill Calvert. 

 
THE BUS CAME, and the women waved and turned and got on it. It shambled on, dust rising behind 
it. The heron paced the bank; our log list grew longer. The butterflies were healthy and fat. Their trip 
appeared not to have taken a toll. A young man rode by on a bicycle, doubled back, looked at us, 
rode by, and doubled back again—like a yoyo. Cheered by the bonhomie of our encounter with the 
two women, I decided to clue him in on what we were doing on his next pass by. "Mariposo," I 
shouted loudly as he rolled past. "Mariposo!" Bill Calvert looked up at me and smiled. I smiled back, 
happy to have explained our mission with such ease and precision. 

"You'd better hope he doesn't come back this way again," Bill drawled as he casually stuffed a 
monarch into an envelope. I looked at him curiously. "You just called him a faggot," he said. 

 

 
They must have seen us, then, long before we crested the last hill. They must have seen us dipping 
into each ravine and heard us pulling out. Their lights were riveting, like klieg lights when you're 
standing on a stage, and there was no choice but to stop. They made a ring around the truck, each 
one pointing a gun. One of them opened the door and motioned to Bill, with a wave of the barrel, to 
step out. I was like a monarch in the morning, unable to move. A gun, though, can motivate you. The 
handle of the door on my side turned, and when I looked to see what it was, I saw the midsection of a 
man with a gun trained on me. 

We showed them our papers—first our passports, then the ones that said we were going to a 
conference on monarch butterflies. I was careful not to say the word mariposa I was careful not to say 
anything. The men with the guns handed back the papers and opened the hood and peered inside 
with flashlights. They took off the hubcaps and looked in there. They dumped out our trash and rifled 
through our books. Bill and I didn't talk. I knew what he was thinking: if they found the glassine 
envelopes and the digital scale, we were in big trouble. It occurred to me that we had picked the 
perfect cover for running drugs. 

The men with guns thought so, too. They checked out our field glasses, the tape recorder, our 
cameras. They looked behind the heating vents. They pulled up the floor mats. The lights of a city, 
maybe two miles away, winked as if they were in on a joke. One of the policemen was wearing a U.S. 
Army surplus jacket that had once belonged to a soldier named Olson. They started in on our duffel 
bags, feeling them up and down as if frisking bodies. The scale was back there, too, in a knapsack 
stored inside a backpack. The backpack had many pockets. It was freezing outside. 

"Basta," said one of the men. How long had it been? Forty minutes? Fifteen? The others lowered 
their guns. 

The one with the army surplus jacket nodded at us. 
"Mariposa monarca," he said. 
Back in the truck, driving again, the heat was on, but I couldn't stop shivering. 
"Bet you didn't know studying butterflies was such a dangerous occupation," Bill said. 

 

 
"Boy, I've spent so much time wandering these roads and climbing those mountains, looking for 
monarchs," Bill would say. Or, "People would ask me, 'What good are monarchs?' I hate this question. 
Basically it's a matter of aesthetics. Either you love these creatures and this phenomenon, or you 
don't." 

For more than two decades they had been the one constant affection in Bill Calvert's life: a child's 
life wedded to adult ambitions. Or maybe it was the other way around, an adult's life wedded to a 
child's ambitions. Either way it was seductive, this search of his, this responsibility to nothing but the 
questions. Where I came from, it was the answers that mattered most: had my daughter's cough 
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cleared up, had the doctor called in the prescription, had this winter's firewood been cut and stacked, 
had the pay check arrived, was the phone bill paid? As I drove along with Bill Calvert, I sometimes 
made mental lists of these for the rare times when we'd find a phone and an operator willing to place 
a call across the border. For the most part, though, my questions became simpler and less 
answerable: "Where are the monarchs?" "Will we see monarchs?" These questions could be enough, 
I was learning from Bill, to build a life around. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional materials: 
https://journeynorth.org/tm/monarch/CalvertBio.html  Includes a video clip. 
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/William-H-Calvert-
2020012030 Links to Calvert’s research papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bill Calvert 
Calvert (right) and Lincoln P. Brower 

 

Calvert among the monarchs in Mexico 

Cover of the recent edition of 
Sue Halpern’s Four Wings and 

a Prayer 

https://journeynorth.org/tm/monarch/CalvertBio.html
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/William-H-Calvert-2020012030
https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/William-H-Calvert-2020012030
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METAMORPHOSIS PRINTED VERSIONS (Dave Edge) 
 
Each year the Society publishes a scientific journal, Metamorphosis, containing all the articles that 
were published on the Metamorphosis website during that year. During 2020, maybe because of 
the lockdown, a large number of articles were received. This resulted in Volume 31 being split into 
4 Parts. Each of these Parts are available as a printed copy or as downloadable pdf files from 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za.  
 
A printed copy of each of these 4 Parts can be ordered via the LepSocAfrica.org website. The 
prices quoted below are exclusive of postage, which is R99 for delivery via PostNet in South 
Africa. If you live in Gauteng it may be possible to obtain your copy directly from Jeremy Dobson 
(jchdobson@gmail.com), who has stock. 
 
Part 1 (Normal articles) 
  
Complimentary for Honorary Life & Sponsor members, and the 
South African legal depositories (government libraries) 
 
 Pages: 160 
 Words: 92 584 
 Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-
members and institutions 
 
The first part of the printed version of Volume 31 of Metamorphosis, 
for the year 2020, consists of 160 pages and contains 4 editorial 
pages and 26 articles and notes published on the website of 
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za. 
 
The Metamorphosis publications featured in the first part of Volume 
31 include seven taxonomic articles in which descriptions of thirteen 
new species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera are given; five life histories; 
a checklist for Mpanga forest in Uganda and description of the endemic fauna of the Liberia-
Guinea Highlands; two ecological articles on Capys penningtoni; and four articles on behavioural 
observations. 
 

Part 2 (Tribute to Dr Martin Krüger) 
  
Complimentary for the late Dr Krüger’s wife and children and the 
Ditsong Museum. 
 Pages: 228 
 Words: 106 301 
 Price: R 350 to LepSoc Africa members; R 420 to non-
members and institutions 
 
Part 2 of Volume 31 is a tribute to Dr Martin Krüger, and begins with 
a detailed obituary written by two of his closest colleagues, 
Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey. This is followed by the 
publication of Martin’s monumental checklist of all the Lepidoptera of 
southern Africa, which will be appreciated by fellow taxonomists for 
decades. This checklist lists all the currently valid described taxa (at 
all systematic levels) of southern African Lepidoptera, and has over 
11 000 species.  
  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/metamorphosis.org.za
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Part 3 (Caterpillar Rearing Group - CRG) 
  
Complimentary for the authors of the covering scientific article 
 Pages: 381 
 Words: 65 012 
 Price: R 600 to LepSoc Africa members; R 720 to non-
members and institutions 
 
This is the third publication of the CRG, where the authors publish 
pertinent data from each rearing successfully completed by the CRG 
members. In the covering article they provide a brief overview of the 
Lepidoptera-host associations for southern Africa known today, with 
about half of the data coming from publications from Doug Kroon, 
who sadly passed away in August 2020. 
This publication covers all new rearings received from January 2016 
to the end of June 2019. The authors report on a further 2 371 
rearings, comprising 953 species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera, adding 
641 species, bringing the total of Lepidoptera reared by the CRG to 
2 027 species. 
 

Part 4 (SALCA) 

Free to all taxon authors and authors of the scientific article 
 Pages: 164 
 Words: 87 456 
 Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-
members and institutions 
 
The fourth part of the Volume 31 of Metamorphosis consists of 160 
pages and a covering (scientific) article and all the conservation 
assessments carried out during the Southern African Lepidoptera 
Conservation Assessment (SALCA) and published on the website of 
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za. 
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ABC -  African Butterfly Centre 
 
The planning and preliminary design of the proposed African Butterfly Centre is at an advanced 
stage and we hope to print a comprehensive Information Brochure within the next few weeks. 
 
This will include a motivation for the centre, a description of how it will operate, résumés of some 
of the key people, a site plan, preliminary drawings and, most importantly, a detailed budget and 
financial model. It’s then up to us to find the money! 
 
Central to the Butterfly Centre will be the collection of African Lepidoptera specimens. You should 
have received a Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections; if not I’ve attached a 
link to the form below. I’ve already received bequests for about 150 000 specimens – thanks to 
everyone who has replied so far.  
 

ABC Questionnaire 
 
For interest, the professional team developing the design of the African Butterfly Centre (and 
working on risk at the moment) are: 
 

• Architect – MDS Architecture (Sean Pearce) 

• Structural and Civil Engineer – L&S Consulting (Kevin van Aardt) 

• Quantity Surveyor – AeQuim (Manie van Zyl) 

• Land Surveyor - SIWINSKI (Jarek Siwinski) 
 
We are keeping the work within LepSoc Africa as far as possible: I’m undertaking a project 
coordination role, Martin Lunderstedt is looking at the electricity supply and reticulation and Olivier 
Houe is submitting a design and a budget for the display trays to the museum. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6mtfij8jmctqd15/ABC%20-%20Questionnaire.docx?dl=0
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Identifying the Russets (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
Jeremy Dobson is taking a break this month. Etienne Terblanche, a co-author of the forthcoming 
Aloeides phylogenetic paper, looks at the Plain Russets (Almeida subgroup). 
 
The Plain Russets are a beautiful headache. The group consists of five species at the moment: 
Aloeides henningi, A. almeida, A. macmasteri, A. susanae and A. stevensoni. 
 
Based on a few specimens or single ones in some cases, the Aloeides Project has established the 
following average percentage differences among these species’ mitochondrial C01 barcodes by 
obtaining results from BOLD (the Barcode of Life Data System) at the Centre for Biodiversity 
Genomics in Canada. 
 

A. henningi  <> A. almeida         2.89% 

A. henningi <> A. macmasteri   2.89% 

A. henningi  <> A. susanae        3.04% 

A. henningi  <> A. stevensoni     2.56% 

A. almeida  <> A. macmasteri    0.76% 

A. almeida  <> A. susanae         0.91% 

A. almeida  <> A. stevensoni      0.64% 

A. macmasteri  <> A. susanae          0.46% 

A. macmasteri  <> A. stevensoni      0.16% 

A. susanae  <> A. stevensoni      0.32% 

A. henningi  <> A. trimeni trimeni 3.32% 

 
These findings contain intriguing surprises for the Russet specialist—I point them out below. 
I lead this preliminary, informal discussion by way of pictures, each with brief notes, with a short 
synopsis of suggested directions to take and/ or findings at the conclusion. 
 
Figure 1:  all five species, male upper 
sides 
 
As reflected in the list above, A. henningi is 
separate from the four remaining species 
by the biggest percentage margin, > 2%. 

• Its colouration is brighter than the 
other insects in the group. 

• The forewing apex is rounder, 
because the costa dips before 
meeting the outer margin. 

• The forewing apex of A. stevensoni 
(bottom right) is the squarest, 
because the costa remains 
continuous (without dipping), and 
the outer margin is fairly straight. 

 
However, A. stevensoni differs least when it comes to the barcodes, by a faint margin of 0.16% in 
one case. 
 
Erratum: the almeida specimen is female. 
 
  

Left to right, top: A. henningi, A. almeida, A. macmasteri 
 

Left to right, bottom: A. susanae, A. stevensoni 
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Figure 2: all five species, male 
undersides, one female upper side  
 
Wing shape as above, notably different in 
A. henningi and A. stevensoni. 
 
A. stevensoni orange on forewing reduced. 
 
 
Erratum: the almeida specimen is female. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: four of five species, female upper 
sides 
 
Stevensoni is the only species in the group 
where the tawny-orange remains this reduced in 
all individuals collected so far. 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4: A. henningi males, extremes in 
variation in darkness 
 

The top specimen on the left shows the brighter extremity, and the bottom the 
darker extremity. 
 
These specimens each presents a different sub-population. Variation in 
darkness does also occur within sub-populations. 
 
Note that the much darker specimen (bottom) is still of a brighter tawny-orange 
and sharper contrast than the other russets in this group. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 5: A. macmasteri, upper sides, extremes of variation in darkness 
 

Specimens each presents a different sub-population. 
 
Variation in darkness does also occur within sub-populations. 
 
  

Left to right, top: A. henningi, A. almeida, A. macmasteri 
 

Left to right, bottom: A. susanae, A. stevensoni 

Left to right, top: henningi, macmasteri 
 

Left to right, bottom: susanae, stevensoni 
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Figure 6: susanae males, upper sides, extremes of variation in darkness 
 

Individuals from two separate sub-populations. 
 
These might be different species. Barcode work will have to be performed on 
these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 7: stevensoni males, upper sides, extremes of variation in darkness 
 

A. stevensoni remains considerably darker, even within the extremes 
depicted above, than other Plain Russets. The tawny-orange is very 
reduced. 
 
Individuals each from a separate sub-population. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figures 8 (A and B): A. susanae and A. stevensoni 
males, upper sides 
 
A. stevensoni forewings are sharper/ squarer. The apexes 
appear sharper.  
 

 
  

FIGURE 8B 
Left (top to bottom): A. susanae 

Right (top to bottom): A. stevensoni 

FIGURE 8A 
Left: A. susanae 

Right: A. stevensoni 
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Figure 9: A. susanae and A. stevensoni males, 
undersides 
 
Orange in A. stevensoni forewing consistently reduced to a 
greater extent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10: A. stevensoni males, undersides 
 

Ground colouration varies in all 
russets. 
However, A. stevensoni sub-populations frequently show smoky 
undersides such as these, unlike any other Russet.  
 
In contrast with other Russets, including those in the plain group, it never 
shows rich, dark red undersides. 
 
The “blushing cheek” or smudge at the apex of the hindwing is noticeable 
in the species, more so than in others. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 11: all five species, 
relative sizes 
 
The overall size of A. 
macmasteri is larger. 
 
The overall size of A. 
stevensoni is smaller. 
 
The two darker “henningi?” 
females at the bottom left 
have a different wing shape 
and are smaller than usual 
henningi females. 
 
The second specimen in the 
A. almeida row appears 
different. D.A. Edge’s label 
on the pin indicates that he 
thinks it is worth a second 
look. 

Left (top to bottom): A. susanae 
Right (top to bottom): A. stevensoni 

Left to right: A. stevensoni, A. almeida, A. macmasteri, A. susanae, A. stevensoni 

Bottom two rows: females 
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Figure 12: A. henningi’s “dark tribe” 
 
The row on the right are specimens representing a single sub-
population of which all specimens have so far carried the same 
morphology and darker colouration. 
 
These specimens have so far tended to carry a tail-like 
extension at the tornus. 
 
It could be a new species or sub-species. Further specimens will 
be collected and examined. Legs have been submitted for DNA 
analysis, but these have ended up in BED. New analysis will be 
made within Jeremy’s generous BOLD enterprise within the 
project. 
 
 

 

Figure 13: A. henningi and A. trimeni trimeni males, upper 

sides 

 
We move outside the Plain group into the Speckled 
ones. The differences are striking. 
 
An easy way to see if one is looking at A. trimeni or a 
trimeni-like species in contrast with the plain russets, 
is to quickly compare the relative size ratios between 
forewings and hindwings (see Figure 14 below). 
 
 
 

Figure 14: quick diagnosis of A. trimeni or A. trimeni-like individuals  
 
The hindwings of A. trimeni are slightly wider 
than the forewings, unlike other russets (see 
diagram below, which represents the sketch on 
the left).  
 

 
 
 

 
  

Left (top to bottom): A. henningi 
 

Right (top to bottom): “henningi?” 

Left: A. henningi  Right: A. trimeni trimeni 
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Figure 15: A. trimeni males, upper sides: variations on a theme? 
 
As in the case of the plain russets, A. trimeni varies considerably in darkness, certainly across 
sub-populations. 
 

 
 
Left: typical of a bright variety found in and around the Wolkberg complex. 
Middle: a fascinating specimen gifted to me by Jeremy Dobson, from Greylingstad in 
Mpumalanga. 
Right: a dark “trimeni?” from The Downs, adjacent to the L. lotana colony—again, Jeremy pointed 
out this locality to me. 
 
In this latter specimen, I’m struck also by a difference in wing shape, viz. the apex with its “dog’s 
ears” similar to those of A. henningi. Of this one, I’ve fortunately included leg specimens in 
Jeremy’s BOLD enterprise. 
Below are the undersides. The bright specimen spangles with gold or silver at an angle to the light. 
I think this kind of specimen is part of sub-populations where other individuals, within the same 
sub-population, are duller. A similar variability is found in taikosama.  
 

 
 
Synopsis (preliminary discussion): 
Based on this preliminary survey against percentage differences based on mitochondrial C01 
barcodes, I make the following preliminary notes. 
 
A. henningi is the outlier in this group.  
Jeremy’s elegant suggestion that it could represent the group’s inland species as opposed to the 
others, which are relatively mountainous, deserves further research. It’s a beautiful concept 
induced by the barcode differences, which may well dovetail in a lovely manner with experience in 
the veld of the past century. 
 
A. stevensoni presents a separate taxon. 
Despite the small difference in its barcode as opposed to the others in the group (excepting the 
outlier, A. henningi, of 0.64 %, 0.16 %, 0.32 %, all < 1 %), its morphology is different as indicated 
above. It furthermore occurs only in the Wolkberg complex near to Haenertsburg: in one case 
(where it is extinct now) at 1 550 m and in both others at 1 750 m. Its sites require a microhabitat 
at this height and also steep south-facing slopes covered in rocks, proteas, grass. Its colony size 
is noticeably restricted. Its habits are also different: it tends to fly low and slow for the most part. 
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Finally, it is the only russet in the group that shares the fact that no cornuti are found on the left of 
the aedaegus with A. henningi (Graham Henning, pers. comm.). 
 
If A. stevensoni is retained as a full taxon, as I suggest, this presents an intriguing anomaly in view 
of its mitochondrial barcode. While it shows little difference on the former it shows considerable 
difference in all other diagnostics, as indicated.  
 
A. susanae is a separate taxon.  
There is a possibility that it consists of more than one species, viz. starkly darker versus brighter 
insects and wing shape. 
 
I have a weak area when it comes to the two Cape species, with little experience of these two 
lovely beasts in the veld and in my collection. I cannot give a proper opinion of their taxonomy 
without further experience and the input of experienced colleagues, except to say that, if size 
matters, A. macmasteri appears larger on average. It appears possible, nonetheless, that A. 
almeida consists of more than one species. Go, BOLD! 
 
A. trimeni trimeni almost certainly consists of more than one species/ sub-species.  
The one from The Downs meets criteria such as differences in colouration, wing shape, and size; 
legs have been submitted for barcoding. This is worthy of further research, along with all the 
members of the speckled group.  
 
I think I’ve said enough, or too much, for one article. I’m making generalized notes around the 
identification of Russets against the backdrop of these barcodes, which I hope to publish 
separately in a future issue. 
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Protocol for monitoring M. leda phenotypes  
(Freerk Molleman) 
 
Freerk Molleman is a Dutch biologist working in Poland, who has also worked in Uganda for a 
considerable period of time. He is working on Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) butterflies 
and is looking for collaborators in different parts of the world where the species occurs (Africa and 
Austral-Asian region).  
 
He is interested in documenting varying colorations of this species during the course of a year in 
different parts of its range, as well as those of other satyrines. This can be done in a garden or 
plantation; he hopes to target at least 50 specimens per month, which may be possible in a single 
day in instances where it is often very common (mostly in hot, somewhat open forest habitats).  
Sampling consists of photographing butterflies against a standard grey card in the field (non-
destructive), and he is also interested in a few samples, in ethanol, provided these are captured 
with the requisite permits. If someone already has such samples, we could assist with 
photographing the specimens. He offers co-authorship of the subsequent paper and will include 
funding for this work in the proposal.  
  
I’ve offered to help, but M. leda is not a common butterfly in the Johannesburg area. Would those 
of you who live in the warmer and wetter parts of South Africa (or in suitable parts of Africa) and 
perhaps have Evening Browns as regular visitors to your gardens, please read through this article 
and, if you can assist, let me or Freerk know (fremol@amu.edu) 
 
Introduction 
The optimal colorations of animals vary in space and time, depending on e.g. habitat background 
coloration, predator community composition, the animal’s activity pattern, and the colorations of 
alternative prey animals. Short-lived insects can use seasonal polyphenism to express different 
colorations in different seasons. In addition, local selection can lead to regional differences in 
average colour patterns. In some cases, species have evolved polymorphism so that local models 
are mimicked, or in the case of species that rely on crypsis, polymorphism that avoids search 
image formation in predators.  
 
We plan to study one of the most widespread butterfly species, the common evening brown 
(Melanitis leda) which occurs throughout the tropics and sub-tropics except in the Americas, from 
forest to grassland habitats, and often at high densities. It shows seasonal polyphenism, and the 
dry season phenotype is polymorphic in wing pattern and colour traits. We will study various 
aspects of local adaptation in common garden experiments as well as the genetic basis of these 
traits in three regions; Kenya, South Africa, and Southern India. In addition, we would like to obtain 
insight into polyphenism and polymorphism throughout the range of the species. We are also 
interested in patterns of wing damage because that contains information on interactions with 
predators. Therefore, we hereby look for collaborators who can photograph M. leda monthly for 
one year, and if possible provide a few specimens for genetic analyses, across the entire range of 
this species. 

Fig. 1: Wet and dry season forms of M. leda. Wet 
season forms have large eyespots and the background 
is evenly covered with irrorations (stripy pattern), with 
sometimes faint darker bands. Dry season forms have 
much smaller and less contrasting eyespots, the 
background colorations are variable, the forewing tips 
are falcate, and the tail is longer. 
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In addition to the focal species, we are also interested in other species, such as other Melanitini 
and in Mycalesini. Once you have put the traps and went there to photograph the target species, 
why not photograph or score all the butterflies? These data will be useful to study wing damage 
patterns, phenotypic plasticity in body size, and community structure. 
 
Methods 
The study site does not need to be natural, but can include gardens and plantations. Large 
irrigated areas such as paddy rice should be avoided though. It is not important how the 
specimens are collected. It can be with a sweep-net, at light, or with fruit-baited traps. However, 
fruit-baited traps are usually the most efficient and allow easy sampling of most fruit-feeding 
butterfly species (Fig. 2).  
 
Figure 2. Fruit-feeding butterfly trap with mainly M. leda butterflies (Coimbatore, India). Taller traps 
are better at retaining butterflies: 125cm from ring to ring is the standard size, with diameter of 
about 35 cm. White traps capture about twice as many fruit-feeding butterflies as black traps. This 
trap is fitted with a velcro opening side so that it is easier to remove the butterflies. The top is 
closed with a cord, which leaves an opening for flies to escape while butterflies are retained. The 
bait is mashed banana that was fermented in a closed bucket for 2-3 days. The age of the bait 
affects the sex ratio and species composition: fresher bait usually attracts more satyrines and 
more females. Avoid suspending the trap from vines that connect trees, and trees with many ants. 
Ants can be excluded by impregnating the rope with sunscreen, and making sure the bottom of the 
trap does not touch the vegetation. 
 

 
We are aiming for 50 specimens per month for one year for a given 
location. In some regions and months, this may be achieved very 
easily, in other regions it may be hardly possible. If this number is 
unrealistic all year round, perhaps this is not a good site for this study. 
If on a given day the catch is mediocre, more trapping days could be 
planned to increase the sample size. Traps should ideally be moved 
to different spots at the site to avoid recapturing the same specimens. 
If the catch is very poor (e.g. <10 specimens) without an excuse of 
poor weather, it may be better to give up for now and come back 
another time. While we aim for a year with nice monthly sample sizes 
and will apply for funds to support this, we are also happy with smaller 
numbers of months and samples on the one hand, and longer 
sampling on the other. 
We are currently writing a proposal and will develop a budget that 
includes this monitoring study. If our proposal is successful, the 
project would officially start July 2022 the earliest. 

 
Each specimen should be photographed with sex information and include standards into the 
image (size reference and grey, black, and white card pieces). For that purpose, we developed a 
grey card with a piece of white card and a piece of lack card and a sex symbol on each side (Fig 
3). You can can flip the card depending on the sex of the specimen. 
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Fig. 3. Grey card with white and black standard as well as sex 
information. The other side of the card looks the same but has a 
female symbol. We will also include a size standard (in this case 
the total width of the card is known). If the specimen has wing 
damage, it should be photographed from both sides. The card 
should be cleaned with soapy water after each day of usage. We 
avoid collecting data on the parts covered by the thumb.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M. leda can be sexed reliably by inspecting the tip of the abdomen (Fig. 4). Males have filiform 
scales at the tip of the abdomen which can be seen as tiny 'hairs', while female have regular 
forked scales and thus lack such 'hairs'. A magnifying glass may be necessary. 
 

Fig. 4. Close up of the tip 
of the abdomen of M. 
leda females and males.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In other satyrines there is often clear sexual dimorphism. In Mycalesines, males have a silvery 
area where the fore and hindwing overlap, and males have androconial hairs (scales) or patches. 
To identify recaptures easily, released butterflies should be marked with a permanent marker on 
the left ventral forewing. 
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Afrotropical Hesperiidae (Mark Williams) 
 
I already have edited images for 574 (92%) of the 625 species of Afrotropical Hesperiidae. I still 
need images (male and female upper- and undersides) of the 51 species listed below. If you are 
able and willing to provide me with images of these species please contact me by email 
(lepidochrysops@gmail.com). Of course, all contributions will be acknowledged in the 
encyclopaedia. Jeremy Dobson and I are in the process of producing an APP for the Afrotropical 
Skippers, which we hope will be available in the fairly near future. 
 
While several of these butterflies will be found at ABRI, it obviously makes our lives easier if we 
can source the specimens locally. 
 
 
Eagris multiplagata Bivar de Sousa & 
Mendes 2007 
Abantis bergeri Mendes & Bivar de Sousa 
2009 
Abantis fabiana Belcastro, 2016 
Abantis meneliki Berger 1979 
Abantis pseudonigeriana Usher 1984 
Abantis torbeni Belcastro & Oremans, 2016 
Celaenorrhinus ambra Evans 1937 
Celaenorrhinus landryi Libert 2014 
Celaenorrhinus lulua Libert 2014 
Apallaga bergeri Libert 2014 
Apallaga daroa (Evans 1937) 
Apallaga handmani (Collins & Congdon 1998) 
Apallaga klaudiae Safian, Boireau & 
Belcastro, 2020 
Apallaga rubeho (Kielland 1990) 
Apallaga selysi (Berger 1955) 
Eretis artorius Larsen & Cock 2011 
Sarangesa lunula Druce 1910 
Sarangesa motozioides Holland 1892 
Spialia doris (Walker 1870) 
Malaza fastuosus (Mabille 1884) 
Metisella kakamega de Jong 1976 
Hovala amena (Grose-Smith 1891) 
Hovala arota Evans 1937 
Gretna dargei Larsen & Collins 2014 
Fulda lucida Evans 1937 
Gorgyra bule Miller 1964 

Gorgyra diva Evans 1937 
Gorgyra kasungo Larsen & Collins 2014 
Gorgyra ziama Belcastro & Safian, 2020 
Flandria kelembaensis (Strand 1918) 
Parosmodes onza Evans 1956 
Paracleros maesseni Berger 1978 
Semalea kola Evans 1937 
Semalea sextilis (Plötz 1886) 
Andronymus bjornstadi Congdon Kielland & 
Collins 1998 
Andronymus fenestra Belcastro & Safian, 
2019 
Andronymus fontainei Larsen & Congdon 
2012 
Andronymus magma Safian & Tropek, 2019 
Andronymus marcus Usher 1980 
Andronymus teresae Collins & Safian, 2020 
Perrotia albiplaga Oberthür 1916 
Perrotia ochracea (Evans 1937) 
Chondrolepis nero Evans 1937 
Zophopetes barteni De Jong, 2017 
Zophopetes haifa Evans 1937 
Leona allyni (Miller 1971) 
Leona halma Evans 1937 
Melphinyet eala (Evans 1956) 
Platylesches chamaeleon (Mabille 1891) 
Platylesches iva Evans 1937 
Borbo cottrelli Larsen 2013 

mailto:lepidochrysops@gmail.com
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Butterfly Events  
 

We had intended to reinstate the bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings at Ruimsig Country Club, 
Roodepoort, however Covid and Covid restrictions had other ideas. 
 
Further news to follow as soon as possible. 

 

  

LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 
  

BOOKS 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

http://lepsocafrica.org/
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An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean 

Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams) 
 

The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly 

species, a large number of which are endemic to the region; this superb 

book is essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies! 

 

The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased 

online (in the UK) for £23.99. 

 

Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import 

further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to 

postage and import charges, but should be about R600 or a little more. 

 

Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com 

 

Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash) 
 

The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised -  this is an 

essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams 

says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with 

detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic 

revisions.  

 

The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon 

has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa 

members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify 

importing another tranche. 

 

Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can 

pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to Gauteng residents and will 

make a plan with buyers from other areas! 

 

Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini) 
 

This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families: 

Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers. 

 

In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources 

the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera 

and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider 

area. 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/phorbanta@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker) 
 
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of 
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae 
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae. 
 
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc 
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude. 
 
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be 
available from Hermann Staude. 
 

hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de 

 

Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
Fully revised, the new edition of  Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa  
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide 
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent 
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies. 

 
Butterflies of South Africa 

 

 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 

McErlaine (082 446 5136). 

 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
 
076 563 2084 
 

  

COLLECTORS CORNER 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/book/field-guide-butterflies-south-africa/9781775845874
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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Butterfly Plates (Mark Williams) 

GENUS LEONA 
 
The Large Recluses (Genus Leona) is an Afrotropical genus of nine large to very large skippers. 
The genus occupies Congo-Guinean rainforest from Guinea to Malawi. All of the species are rare 
to very rare and are mostly encountered as singletons. They are crepuscular and keep to the 
forest undergrowth except when they emerge from the forest to feed from flowers on the edges. 
The flight is powerful. The larvae feed on wild gingers (Aframomum, Zingiberaceae) and there is 
also a record for a climbing palm (Eremospatha, Arecaceae). 
 

 

                
 

Forest Large Recluse (Leona binoevatus). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: FW upp. with discal brand and single orange spots either side of the median orange 

band; HW uns. with 4-7 small orange spots. 
Distribution: Gha., Nig., Cam., Gab., Con., CAR, DRC. 

 

                
 

Scarce Large Recluse (Leona maracanda). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: FW upp. with discal brand and two small white apical spots; HW uns. with 3-6 minute 

white spots. 
Distribution: IC, Nig., Cam., Ang., DRC, Zam. 

 

                

FEATURES 
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Lena Large Recluse (Leona lena). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 

Diagnosis: FW upp. with discal brand and single orange apical spot; HW uns. with 2 minute white 
spots. 

Distribution: IC., Nig., Cam., Gab., DRC. 
 
 

                
 

Lesser Large Recluse (Leona lota). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: FW upp. without discal brand and single white apical spot; HW uns. with 3 differently-

sized white spots. 
Distribution: Gha., Cam., CAR, DRC. 

 
 
 

                
 

White-spotted Large Recluse (Leona leonora). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: HW uns. with 3 large, white discal spots, which form a band. 

Distribution: Gui., SL, Lib., IC, Gha., Tog., Nig., Cam., Gab., Con., DRC, Ug., Tan., Mal., Zam. 
 

                
 

Confused Large Recluse (Leona stoehri). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: Differs from meloui (below) in that FW upp. has only 2, fused subapical spots; HW upp. 

with 1 or 2 ill-defined postdiscal spots. 
Distribution: IC, Gha., Tog., Cam., CAR, DRC. 
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Melou’s Large Recluse (Leona meloui). Male. Left – upper side; right – underside 
Diagnosis: Differs from stoehri (above) in that FW upp. has 3, fused subapical spots; HW upp. with 

4 or 5 well-defined postdiscal spots 
Distribution: SL, Lib., IC, Gha., Tog., Nig., Cam., Con., DRC. 

 
 

 

English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Some time ago (ABN 2019-4) I suggested that we use capital letters at the beginning of all names 
in the English naming project; two years later I’ve had no cause to change my mind about this. 
 
The current convention, in Europe, is to use capitals only for proper nouns: for example, you would 
have rock grayling, Swiss brassy ringlet and false Apollo. There is a risk in assuming that, 
because this convention has a European / American origin, it represents the epitome of rational, 
considered thought. One should remember however that these are the same people who insist 
that there is no such thing as race and (in the same breath) that there are at least five different 
human genders. It’s time that we recognize nonsense for what it is: a Painted Lady is clearly a 
butterfly; a painted lady might refer to a butterfly, or equally well, a woman with excessive make-
up. 
 
LepiMAP has unfortunately fallen into this trap to a degree. It uses a capital letter for the first name 
of a name-string (Forest queen for example), but nowhere else. As far as I can see, there is no 
attempt to use capital letters for proper nouns. This at least avoids the need to modify names 
when they are used at the beginning of a sentence, but there are other practical considerations.  
 
For example I would use Yellow Pansy for Junonia hierta and African Yellow Pansy for Junonia 
hierta cebrene. The LepiMAP names require constant (and completely unnecessary) revision to 
the capital letters. If there was any benefit it might be worth the extra effort, but in fact the reverse 
is true: the LepSoc Africa names stand out on a printed page far more clearly than the LepiMAP 
names do. 
 
Now that I’ve got that off my chest... 
 
The English Naming panel (open to anyone) conducted Zoom meetings on 10 and 17 June and 
approved names for Coeliadinae and most butterflies of the Hesperiinae subfamily - a link to the 
full “approved list” (1307 butterflies to date) is attached below. 
 

Approved List - 01 July 2021 
 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5ydhelu7mabfimv/Approved%20English%20Names%20-%20June%202021.xlsx?dl=0


68 
 

These are not necessarily the final names - a full list will be published for comment once the list 
had been completed - but the “Placeholder” names have a degree of stickiness: they will be 
adopted if there are no competing alternatives and may only be replaced by a majority vote. 
  
Thomas Desloges has been very active with the English naming project and has produced a list 

for Pseudathyma; these names have been adopted as the placeholder names for this genus. 

Thomas was uncomfortable with “False Sergeant” (the current genus name for Pseudathma), as 

we don’t have any “real” Sergeants. 

 
He proposed “False Sailer”, but as this is already being used for Neptidopsis and Pseudoneptis we 
came up with “Forest Sailer”. Thomas also proposed a few alternatives for Hesperiinae, which 
were generally adopted at our meeting and also listed names for Scopulifera, which are included 
in this month’s names. I’m delighted to add that Thomas has agreed to take on one of the real 
problem genera: Euphaedra (the Foresters). This genus contains well over 300 taxa and a large 
number of similar (and variable) species - a nightmare for our purposes. Anyway, Thomas is one 
of the people best qualified to take on this daunting undertaking! 
 

The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial 
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the 
most recent names in print, are the current placeholders and are the names used in this 
newsletter. These names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least 
one alternative proposal will be subjected to a vote.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical 

Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this 

will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical 

Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to 

species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names. 

2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts - 

in other words, the vast majority of butterfly enthusiasts!  

3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English 

butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take 

cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world. 

 
GUIDELINES 
 

1. If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 

size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 

in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if at all possible. Annotation such as 

“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 

the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 

for a South African taxa, unless as a distinction between northern and southern subspecies. 

3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 

not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 

name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 

distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 

entabeni) for example.  

 



69 
 

METHOD AND PROGRAM 

Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list 
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published 

English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the 

suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the 

tables below. 

2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the 

names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2 

below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African 

genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed 

as an alternative proposal under your name. 

3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of 

ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to 

go; about four years at the current rate. 

 
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list 

1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or 

revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all 

instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be 

changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by 

replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited 

“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain. 

2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded 

once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been 

completed. 

We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column 
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from 
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.  
 
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in 
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been “finalized” already). 
 
There are currently 6479 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 334 genera. 
 
We have “completed” names for 225 genera (67.3%) although the corresponding number for 
individual taxa is less impressive: 3369 (52.0%) 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Charaxes 457  Afriodinia Judy 25 

Euphaedra Forester 346  Precis Commodore 25 

Acraea Acraea 206  Sevenia Tree Nymph 25 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Bebearia Small Forester 164  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Mylothris Dotted Border 164  Pseudathyma False Sailer 24 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Appias Albatross 23 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Coeliades Policeman 23 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Falcuna Marble 23 

Telchinia Amber 150  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 125  Metisella Sylph  23 

Anthene Ciliate Blue 107  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Euriphene Nymph 107  Dixeia Small White 22 

Liptena Liptena 96  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Colotis Tip 94  Capys Protea 21 

Neptis Sailer 94  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 88  Borbo Swift 20 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 20 

Aloeides Russet 75  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Amauris Friar 66  Kedestes Ranger 20 

Graphium Swordtail 66  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Ernsta Sandman 19 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Aslauga Purple 51  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Euryphura Commander 18 

Cigaritis Silverline 46  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 44  Leptotes Zebra Blue 18 

Euptera Pilot 44  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Artitropa Night-fighter 16 

Hypolycaena Fairy Hairstreak 35  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Thestor Skolly 35  Andronymus Dart 15 

Micropentila Dots 34  Eretis Elf 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 32  Leptosia Spirit 14 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Terias Grass Yellow 14 

Junonia Pansy 31  Leptomyrina Black-eye 13 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Meza Missile 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Palla Palla 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Sarangesa Elfin 28  Willema Sylph  13 

Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Eagris Flat 27  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 

Platylesches Hopper 27  Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12 

Ypthima Three-ring 26  Orachrysops Cupid 12 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Astictopterus Skulker 5 

Caenides Recluse 11  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Nervia Painted Ranger 11  Byblia Joker 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Danaus Tiger 5 

Acleros Dusky Dart 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Evena Large Pathfinder 5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Leona Recluse  10  Libythea Snout 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Azanus Babul Blue 9  Paronymus Large Dart  5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Spalgis Harvester 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Agyllia Sandman 4 

Chilades Jewel 8  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Helenia Dusky Buff 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Pardaleodes Pathfinder 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dotta Spangled Ranger 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Haydonia Evening Brown 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Lissia Hermit 4 

Spialia Sandman 7  Lycaena Copper 4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 7  Obania Obania 4 

Argemma Forest Sylph 6  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Hypoleucis Costus Skipper 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Saribia Malagasy Judy 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Pontia Meadow White 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Tagiades Clouded Flat  6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 

Torynesis Veined Widow 6  Afrogegenes Dodger 3 

Tsitana Sylph  6  Caprona Ragged Skipper 3 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Catopsilia Migrant 3  Pseudoneptis False Sailer 2 

Ceratricula Tufted Forest Sylph 3  Ptelina Bordered Buff 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Cyrestis Map 3  Tekliades Policeman 2 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Euchloe Green-striped White 3  Xanthonymus Yellow Disc 2 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Galerga Malagasy Sylph 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Harma Angular Glider 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Malaza Malagasy Sylph 3  Carcharodus Mallow Skipper 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Mesoxantha Drury’s Delight 3  Cesa Gem 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Phytala Forest Flash 3  Ducarmeia Evening Brown 1 

Pieris Cabbage White 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Erionota Banana Skipper 1 

Pseudonacaduba Lineblue 3  Euryphaedra Pointed Nymph 1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Torbenlarsenia Swift 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 3  Hamanumida Guineafowl 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Herila Forest Orange 1 

Zintha Pierrot 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Isoteinon Dark Ranger 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Alenia Speckled Sandman  2  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Moltena Strelitzia Night-fighter 1 

Elphinstonia Green-striped White 2  Mopala Forest-path Skipper 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Freyeria Jewel 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Hollandus Pointed Pathfinder 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Kobelana Dark Flat 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Ploetzia Malagasy Hopper 1 

Lafron Copper 2  Powellana Congo Flash 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Luthrodes Jewel 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 2  Vansomerenia Savanna Gem 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2    6479 

Procampta Elf 2     
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The butterflies for which proposed names are listed in this newsletter are: 

 
Scopulifera, Pseudathyma, Fresna, Fulda, Hollandus, Hypoleucis, Malaza, Melphina, Melphinyet, Mopala, 

Noctulana, Paracleros, Perrotia 

 

ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Ochre Acraea Hopper  Fresna carlo  Evans, 1937 

Large Acraea Hopper  Fresna cojo  (Karsch, 1893) 

White Acraea Hopper  Fresna jacquelinae  Collins & Larsen, 2003 

Buff Acraea Hopper  Fresna maesseni  Miller, 1971 

Gold Acraea Hopper  Fresna netopha  (Hewitson, 1878) 

Variegated Acraea Hopper Fresna nyassae  (Hewitson, 1878) 

Bright Malagasy Hopper Fulda australis  Viette, 1956 

Brown Malagasy Hopper Fulda bernieri  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Moss Malagasy Hopper Fulda coroller  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Veined Malagasy Hopper Fulda gatiana  (Oberthür, 1923) 

Marsh Malagasy Hopper Fulda imorina  Evans, 1937 

Grassland Malagasy Hopper Fulda lucida  Evans, 1937 

Tsaratanana Malagasy Hopper Fulda pauliani  Evans, 1952 

Dusky Malagasy Hopper Fulda rhadama  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Bangui Pointed Pathfinder Hollandus xanthopeplus botambi Larsen & Collins, 2015 

Pointed Pathfinder Hollandus xanthopeplus xanthopeplus (Holland, 1892) 

Eastern Common Costus Skipper Hypoleucis ophiusa ophir Evans, 1937 

Common Costus Skipper Hypoleucis ophiusa ophiusa (Hewitson, 1866) 

Scarce Costus Skipper Hypoleucis sophia  Evans, 1937 

Eastern Unmarked Costus Skipper Hypoleucis tripunctata draga Evans, 1937 

Unmarked Costus Skipper Hypoleucis tripunctata tripunctata Mabille, 1891 

Central Unmarked Costus Skipper Hypoleucis tripunctata truda Evans, 1937 

Equatorial Forest Swift Melphina evansi  Berger, 1974 

Congo Forest Swift Melphina hulstaerti  Evans, 1956 

White-patch Forest Swift Melphina malthina  (Hewitson, 1876) 

Banded Forest Swift Melphina maximiliani  Belcastro & Larsen, 2005 

Peculiar Forest Swift Melphina melphis  (Holland, 1893) 

White-spotted Forest Swift Melphina statira  (Mabille, 1891) 

Eala Forest Swift Melphinyet eala  (Evans, 1956) 

Yellow Forest Swift Melphinyet flavina  (Evans, 1937) 

Brown-margin Forest Swift Melphinyet statirides  (Holland, 1896) 

Scarce Forest Swift Melphinyet tarace  (Mabille, 1891) 

Common Forest Swift Melphinyet unistriga  (Holland, 1893) 

Forest-path Skipper  Mopala orma   (Plötz, 1879) 

Brown Forest Swift Noctulana noctula   (Druce, 1909) 

Common Dusky Dart Paracleros biguttulus  (Mabille, 1889) 

Likpe Dusky Dart Paracleros maesseni  Berger, 1978 

Western Dusky Dart Paracleros placidus  (Plötz, 1879) 

Brown-dusted Dusky Dart Paracleros sangoanus  (Carcasson, 1964) 

Kakamega Dusky Dart Paracleros staudei  Collins & Larsen, 2000 

Threadbare Dusky Dart Paracleros substrigata  (Holland, 1893) 

Fenerive Bamboo Dart Perrotia albiplaga  Oberthür, 1916 

Pearl-spotted Bamboo Dart Perrotia eximia  (Oberthür, 1923) 

Light Bamboo Dart Perrotia flora  (Oberthür, 1923) 

Dark Bamboo Dart Perrotia gillias  (Mabille, 1878) 

Orange-spotted Bamboo Dart Perrotia howa  (Mabille, 1875) 

Bright Bamboo Dart Perrotia ismael  (Oberthür, 1916) 

Dark Bamboo Dart Perrotia kingdoni  (Butler, 1879) 

Chequered Bamboo Dart Perrotia malchus  (Mabille, 1879) 

Ochre Bamboo Dart Perrotia ochracea  (Evans, 1937) 

Red Bamboo Dart Perrotia paroechus  (Mabille, [1887]) 
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Antankara Bamboo Dart Perrotia silvestralis  (Viette, 1956) 

Flecked Bamboo Dart Perrotia sylvia  (Evans, 1937) 

Streaked Bamboo Dart Perrotia varians  (Oberthür, 1916) 

Eyed Malagasy Sylph Malaza carmides  (Hewitson, [1868]) 

Painted Malagasy Sylph Malaza empyreus  (Mabille, 1878) 

Lavish Malagasy Sylph Malaza fastuosus  (Mabille, 1884) 

Intricate Orange Sprite Scopulifera intricata intricata Libert, 2014 

Western Intricate Orange Sprite Scopulifera intricata tante Libert, 2014 

Bokopi Orange Sprite Scopulifera lamina  Libert, 2014 

Unmarked Orange Sprite Scopulifera mulinzii  Libert, 2014 

Expansive Orange Sprite Scopulifera netta  (Evans, 1937) 

Black-spotted Orange Sprite Scopulifera nigropunctata  (Bethune-Baker, 1908) 

Adventurous Orange Sprite Scopulifera rosetta  Libert, 2014 

Pointed Orange Sprite Scopulifera sagamase sagamase (Collins & Larsen, 2005) 

Western Pointed Orange Sprite Scopulifera sagamase tropeki Libert, 2014 

Southern Dusky False Sailer Pseudathyma callina australis (Grose-Smith, 1898) 

Dusky False Sailer Pseudathyma callina callina Libert, 2019 

Blue False Sailer Pseudathyma callinoides  Libert, 2019 

Split False Sailer Pseudathyma cyrili cyrili Chovet, 2002 

Eastern Split False Sailer Pseudathyma cyrili minziro Libert, 2019 

Pointed False Sailer Pseudathyma deslogesi  Libert, 2019 

Coalescent Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma endjami  Libert, 2002 

Falcate False Sailer Pseudathyma falcata  Jackson, 1969 

Kakamega Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma jacksoni jacksoni Carcasson, 1965 

Kivu Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma jacksoni kivuensis Libert, 2002 

Obudu False Sailer Pseudathyma legeri  Larsen & Boorman, 1995 

Yellow False Sailer Pseudathyma lucretioides lucretioides Carpenter & Jackson, 
1950 

Rondo Yellow False Sailer Pseudathyma lucretioides rondo Kielland, 1987 

Brown Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma martini  Collins, 2002 

Poor False Sailer Pseudathyma masikini  Libert, 2019 

Variable Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma michelae  Libert, 2002 

Clubbed False Sailer Pseudathyma neptidina  Karsch, 1894 

Kenyan False Sailer Pseudathyma nzoia  van Someren, 1939 

Wide-banded Light False Sailer Pseudathyma plutonica expansa Kielland, 1978 

Light False Sailer Pseudathyma plutonica plutonica Butler, 1902 

Solid-banded Light False Sailer Pseudathyma plutonica shaba Chovet, 2002 

Divided False Sailer Pseudathyma sibyllina  (Staudinger, 1890) 

Nguru False Sailer Pseudathyma uluguru abriana Collins, 2002 

Uluguru False Sailer Pseudathyma uluguru uluguru Kielland, 1985 

 

Names with an asterisk* are not the current placeholders 
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens 
 

LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical 

Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, Graham 

Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering 

Kirstenbosch and I’m responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort – 

Lourens Erasmus has been assisting regularly in this regard. Christopher Willis has been 

monitoring Lowveld Botanical Gardens in Nelspruit (Mbombela) since January this year. 

 

We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce 

detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and 

we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be 

undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with 

the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterfly-

abundance over the following months and years. 

 

The annual reports will relate to the butterfly season rather than the calendar, so our records are 

compiled from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a 

brief summary is included below: 

 

George (Dave Edge) 

The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave 

has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris 

brassicae). 

 

Of the current checklist of 55 taxa, 21 (38%) were found during the course of last season. Three 

visits were undertaken: 5 Dec 2020 (11 species), 18 Mar 2021 (16 species) and 21 Jun 2021. The 

most abundant butterfly was Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui), followed by Rainforest Dull Brown 

(Cassionympha cassius) and African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna).  

 

Cacyreus fracta fracta, Cacyreus lingeus, Cassionympha cassius, Leptotes pirithous, Vanessa 

cardui and Zizeeria knysna were found on each visit. 

 

Harold Porter (Graham Henning) 

Graham visited Harold Porter fourteen times last season; the checklist has grown from 27 to 41 

butterflies. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only Mountain Skolly (Thestor montanus), 

Orange-banded Protea (Capys alpheus alpheus) and African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo 

electo) were not found during the course of last season’s surveys. 

 

The fifteen new butterflies for the Harold Porter list are: Brown Dodger (Afrogegenes letterstedti), 

White-branded Swift (Pelopidas thrax), Hawequas Sylph (Tsitana dicksoni), Burnished Opal 

(Chrysoritis chrysaor), Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus), Water Geranium Bronze 

(Cacyreus fracta fracta), Monkey Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops methymna methymna), Cape 

Brown Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops robertsoni), Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous 

pirithous), African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene), Boland Brown (Melampias huebneri 

huebneri), Silver-bottom Brown (Pseudonympha magus), Southern Narrow Green-banded 

Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus) and African Migrant (Catopsilia florella). 

 



76 
 

For this edition of ABN (May and June), Graham undertook two visits to Harold Porter on 14 May 

and 07 June and recorded 9 and 7 species respectively. 

 

Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach) 

During the course of this season, Fanie has visited Kirstenbosch seven times: 20 Nov last year 

and 20 Jan; 17 Feb; 17 Mar; 20 Apr; 12 May and 9 Jun this year. 

 

The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie recorded 17 (44.7%) during 

the 2020 – 2021 season. The following species were encountered on all seven visits: African Plain 

Tiger / African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), Garden Acraea (Acraea horta) and Eastern 

Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina). 

 

Lowveld (Christopher Willis) 

Christopher commenced monitoring of Lowveld Botanical Garden (Mbombela) in January and has 

undertaken a butterfly survey every month this year. He has recorded ten new species for the 

Gardens in this period: Twin Swift (Torbenlarsenia gemelli), Water Watchman (Parnara monasi), 

Morant's Orange (Parosmodes morantii morantii), Pink Cupreous Ash Blue (Eicochrysops 

messapus mahallakoaena), Blotched Leopard (Lachnoptera ayresii), Pale-yellow Amber  

(Telchinia burni), Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa), Broad-bordered Grass 

Yellow (Terias brigitta brigitta), African Grass Yellow (Eurema floricola floricola) and Southern 

Diverse Albatross (Appias epaphia contracta). 

 

Of the 121 butterflies now recorded from Lowveld, Christopher found 78 (64.4%). 

 

Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus) 

Lourens Erasmus recorded yet another new species for the gardens in May: African Plain Joker 

(Byblia anvatara acheloia). He also saw an Otter swimming in the Sasol Dam in early June! 

 

There are currently 111 taxa on the WSBG checklist; seven new butterflies, Striped Policeman 

(Coeliades forestan forestan), Green-marbled Skipper (Gomalia elma elma), White Pie (Tuxentius 

calice), Northern Yellow Zulu (Alaena amazoula ochroma), African Plain Joker (Byblia anvatara 

acheloia), Black-tipped Acraea (Acraea caldarena caldarena) and Suffused Acraea (Acraea 

stenobea) were added during the course of the last two seasons.  

 

Visits were conducted during every month of the season, apart from July 2020 and of the 111 

butterflies on the WSBG checklist, 82 (73.9%) were found. Two species were recorded from each 

visit: Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) and Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Terias brigitta 

brigitta). 
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index 

(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly 

abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality 

Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration. 

The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an 

Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

Where “n” is the number of species observed and “F” is a locality factor, obtained from the 

following table: 

GARDEN CHECKLIST FACTOR (F) 

George 55 34% 

Harold Porter 41 26% 

Kirstenbosch 38 24% 

Lowveld 121 76% 

Walter Sisulu 111 69% 

 

These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative 

butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis. 

 

The data for the 2020 – 2021 season is captured in the table below and the results indicated 

graphically. Where there is no record for a specific month, the graph does not record a zero, but 

progresses linearly to the next data point. 

 

 

  

n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax

George 11 3.2 16 3.8 7 2.6

Harold Porter 4 2.3 7 3.0 10 3.5 14 4.1 14 4.1 11 3.6 16 4.4 17 4.5 9 3.3 7 3.0

Kirstenbosch 9 3.4 12 3.9 10 3.6 15 4.4 15 4.4 10 3.6 8 3.2

Lowveld 27 3.3 27 3.3 41 4.1 50 4.5 47 4.4 39 4.0

Walter Sisulu 22 3.2 29 3.6 22 3.2 21 3.1 36 4.0 41 4.3 38 4.1 39 4.2 29 3.6 24 3.3 16 2.8
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A graph indicating the “average” Butterfly Index scores for the 2020 – 2021 season is included 

below: 

 

 

Finally, here are some photos from the Botanical Gardens over the last two months: 
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Botanical Gardens - Average - 2020 - 2021 season

Appias epaphia contracta 
Lowveld 

Christopher Willis 

Lachnoptera ayresii 
Lowveld 

Christopher Willis 

Parosmodes morantii morantii 
Lowveld 

Christopher Willis 

Byblia anvatara acheloia 
Walter Sisulu 

Lourens Erasmus 

Belenois zochalia zochalia 
Walter Sisulu 

Lourens Erasmus 

Vanessa cardui 
Walter Sisulu 

Lourens Erasmus 
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018. 

Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National 

Botanical Gardens, which will be incorporated into the Butterfly Index data. 

 

It is more than three years since the commencement of the Butterfly Index and, despite a rather 

lukewarm response, I consider that LepSoc Africa would be negligent not to have an ongoing 

butterfly-monitoring program, given the numerous Insect Apocalypse reports from various parts of 

the world.  

In conjunction with the Botanical Garden monitoring, we have acquired a fair amount of data and I 

believe some refinements can now be made to the methodology. 

The central idea behind the Butterfly Index is to convert species-counts from a single day’s 

observation, by a single observer at a single locality, into a number: 1 being very poor and 5 

excellent. I developed a formula, which included a “Biome Factor” so that species counts from 

various parts of the country could be compared with one another in a meaningful way (“Good” 

might mean 20 species in the Cape or 80 in Zululand). My intention was to create a method by 

which variations in butterfly abundance could be tracked, without resorting to detailed scientific 

programs requiring teams of paid researchers (or volunteers), which we simply don’t have. 

Three years later, I don’t think the original factors were far off, but we can improve the accuracy for 

localities where we have detailed checklists. Examples of this include several of our Botanical 

Gardens and also well-surveyed localities like Bateleur, Krantskloof, Lekgalameetse, Loding, 

Manguzi, Mariepskop, Mphaphuli, Springfontein Utopia, etc. With Fanie Rautenbach’s assistance 

I’ve obtained butterfly-checklists for numerous localities. 

In cases where we have detailed checklists, the “Biome Factor” (BF) of a locality will be replaced 

with a “Locality Factor” (LF); an index of “5” (Excellent) will be calibrated to mean that 50% of the 

total number of butterflies found at a site were recorded by a single observer in a single day. In 

instances where a list was produced by more than one observer, the number obtained will be 

reduced by 10%; where the list has been compiled over more than one day, a further reduction of 

10% will be made. Theoretically, if all the butterflies known from a locality were found in during the 

course of a survey, the formula would return a Butterfly Index score of 7.3, but I don’t think this is 

likely to happen! 

Some localities obviously contain significantly more butterflies than others; the idea is not to 

compare the relative merits of individual habitats but rather to detect trends in butterfly abundance, 

on an ongoing basis. 

You can see that Loding (a site with loads of flowers and a nice mix of indigenous trees) has a LF 

of 76% which is higher than the general Highveld Savanna factor of 70%. Conversely my house 

(set in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg in a Highveld Grassland biome) has a total checklist 

of 43 species and a LF of 27% which is comparable with Kirstenbosch in the Western Cape. 

 

I believe many LepSoc Africa members have produced checklists for their properties and 

surrounding areas; why not start monitoring butterfly abundance at your own homes in a 

systematic and meaningful way? We may never know how current butterfly abundance compares 

to that of years gone by, but we can at least start monitoring and reporting current trends. 
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A graph indicating a summary of records to date is indicated below.  

 

 

 

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at  

a single locality in a single day. If your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based 

on observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number 

obtained by 1.5. 

 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible 

to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of the new 

permitting system.  

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or 

Locality table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 
BIOME FACTOR  LOCALITY FACTOR  LOCALITY FACTOR 

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.) 100%  Hogsback 69%  Thabazimbi 68% 

Highveld Savanna (H.S.) 70%  Springfontein 47%  Waterpoort 123% 

Highveld Grassland (H.G.) 50%  Bryanston 27%  Woodbush 155% 

Arid Savanna (A.S.) 35%  Hillshaven 49%  KwaMhlanga 60% 

Karoo (K) 25%  Bulwer 59%  Loding 76% 

Fynbos (F) 25%  Krantzkloof 114%  Mariepskop  186% 

Afromontane Forest (A.F.) 70%  Tembe 149%  Utopia 66% 

   Umtamvuna 61%  Springbok 31% 

   Bateleur 74%  Kammanassie 38% 

   Lekgalameetse 180%  Still Bay 32% 

   Mphaphuli 128%  Swartberg 56% 

 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

January February March April May June July August September October November December
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Methodology  

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 

unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest 

rating will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks 

 

  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >79 >59 >39 >27 >19 >20 >59

4 Good 52 to 79 39 to 59 26 to 39 19 to 27 13 to 19 13 to 20 39 to 59

3 Average 29 to 51 21 to 38 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 21 to 38

2 Poor 10 to 28 7 to 21 5 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 7 to 21

1 Very Poor ≤9 ≤7 ≤4 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤7

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX



82 
 

Data – May and June: 

 

 
 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2021: 

 

    

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.3 24 WSBG H.S.* Lourens Erasmus 2.7 16 WSBG H.S.* Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 48 Kirk Falls L.S. Steve Woodhall 3.5 45 Krantzkloof L.S.* Mark Liptrot

Limpopo 4 51 Hoedspruit L.S. Johan Greyling 0

Mpumalanga 4 95 Franklyn Park L.S.* Johan Greyling 4 39 Lowveld BG L.S.* Christopher Willis

Western Cape 3.6 10 Kirstenbosch F* Fanie Rautenbach 3.2 8 Kirstenbosch F* Fanie Rautenbach

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2021

MAY JUN

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 4.8 4.1 4.2 3.6 3.3 2.7

KwaZulu-Natal 3.7 4.2 3.2 4.4 3.8 3.5

Limpopo 4.9 4.1 4 0 4 0

Mpumalanga 0 4.3 4.9 4.5 4 4

Western Cape 3.9 3.6 4.4 4.4 3.6 3.2

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 4 0 0 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0

North West 0 0 0 0 0 0

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2021 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum. 
  

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/ 

 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:  
 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3. 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/ 
 

 
COREL 
 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue 
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species. 
 
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

 

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Some exciting news is that Dr Pasi Sihvonen (Director of Zoology Unit, Finnish Museum of Natural 

History) has agreed to barcode two plates (95 specimens each) of Aloeides for us. This is a major 

financial windfall for the project; in addition, two of Pasi’s researchers will assist with evaluation of 

the sequences, once these are obtained. 

 

As you can probably imagine, there is not too much happening 

in the Aloeides world at the moment, although Rick Nuttall found 

a colony of what look like Northern Damara Russet (Aloeides 

damarensis mashona) at Vilankulos, Mozambique in May. Rick 

managed to catch a couple with his bare hands and I’ve set a 

specimen (and preserved its legs in alcohol, for future 

submission to BOLD). 

 

As noted in May, I believe the overall arrangement of the Aloeides phylogenetic tree is now 

reasonably robust. It should be appreciated however that several of the species are represented 

by single barcodes; obtaining further sequences will greatly increase our confidence in the data. In 

addition, while we now have a fairly good spread of Aloeides samples, we are very short of 

material from type localities: this is vital for future taxonomic work. We have decided to postpone 

publication of our initial phylogenetic paper be delayed by another season, in which we focus on 

obtaining as many samples from type-localities as possible. 

 

To help you plan for next season, I’ve listed the type 

localities and flight periods of all Aloeides; samples 

have been colour-coded as per the key (right). 

Please have a look through this and try and target 

species that occur in your region next season. 

 

Let’s try and make the table green! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

2A Almeida Copper                 

Aloeides almeida                  

(Felder, 1863)

[South Africa]: “Cap der guten 

Hoffnung”. [probably the 

Knysna district (Pringle et al., 

1994)].

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April. 

Sometimes there is a break in emergence in the mid-

summer months (Pringle et al., 1994).

4 Angolan Copper                

Aloeides angolensis                     

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Angola: “Benguella”. Nothing published.

2B Pointed Copper                  

Aloeides apicalis                           

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

O’okiep, Little Namaqualand”.

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Aranda Copper                  

Aloeides aranda              

(Wallengren, 1857)

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. 

Eastern Cape.

Sep-Apr in warm areas, peaks Oct and Feb. Double-

brooded (Oct and Feb) in cooler areas (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

CODE DESCRIPTION 

1A Multiple barcodes, including material from 
(or near) the type locality. 

1B Single barcode from, or near type locality. 

2A Multiple barcodes, but not from the type 
locality. 

2B Single barcode, but not type material. 

3A Type material has been obtained for 
sequencing, but has not been sequenced 
yet. 

3B Material has been obtained for 
sequencing, but not from type locality 

4 No specimens to date. 
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

4 Sivery Copper                     

Aloeides argenteus              

Henning & Henning, 1994

Namibia: “riverbed near Sima 

Hill, Kaokoland, 30 Mar. 1986, 

H.C. Ficq.”

March (Henning & Henning, 1994).

2A Arid Copper                         

Aloeides arida                                     

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Garies, 1,800 ft”.

Continuous midsummer broods, Sep-Apr, peak Dec-

Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). August to 

February (Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Bampton’s Copper           

Aloeides bamptoni                     

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

22 km. NNE of Steinkopf”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 

late-summer (Mar-Apr) (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). August to December are the recorded 

months (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Barbara’s Copper               

Aloeides barbarae            

Henning & Henning, 1994

South Africa: “Barberton, 

Transvaal, 3 Dec. 1989, N.K. 

Owen-Johnston.”

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov; may fly over a longer period 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).

1A Barkly’s Copper                 

Aloeides barklyi                     

(Trimen, 1874)

[South Africa]: “Namaqualand, 

Cape Colony”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Oct and Mar-May (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). At a locality south of 

Clanwilliam there is a consistent autumn (April-May) 

brood (Ball, vide Pringle et al., 1994). At Nuwerus 

Schlosz encountered the species in May (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

3A Brauer’s Copper                  

Aloeides braueri                          

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Bulhoek, Queenstown”.

Double-brooded, Oct-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October, November, 

January and February (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Border Copper                        

Aloeides caffrariae                          

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Quinera River, 

East London, Cape”.

Two or more broods in summer, from Oct-Mar 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). October to 

March (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Caledon Copper                 

Aloeides caledoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Shaw’s Mountain, south of 

Caledon”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Carolynn’s Copper              

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 

Dickson, 1983

South Africa: “South Western 

Cape Province: near Goudini”.

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-

Mar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to March (Pringle et al., 

1994).

4 De Hoop Copper                  

Aloeides carolynnae aurata 

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Witsand, 6 Sept. 

1990, E.L. Pringle.”

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-

Mar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to March (Pringle et al., 

1994).

3A Coega Copper                     

Aloeides clarki                                   

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Aloes-Coega Flats”.

Continous broods, from Oct-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

2B Conrad's Copper                 

Aloeides conradsi conradsi 

(Aurivillius, 1906)

[Tanzania]: “Deutsch Ost-

Afrika: Ukerewe”.

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

4 Angonien Copper               

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Malawi: “Ncheu”. Flies in the dry season (August-September) in 

Tanzania (Kielland, 1990d).

4 Jackson's Copper                

Aloeides conradsi jacksoni            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Kenya: “Nairobi”. Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

4 Talbot's Copper                    

Aloeides conradsi talboti            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Tanzania: “Ngorongoro Crater, 

Arusha District, 5,800'”.

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

2A Damara Copper                     

Aloeides damarensis 

damarensis  (Trimen, 1891)

[Namibia]: “Omaramba-

Oamatako”.

Continous broods, Sep-Apr in southern areas. Year 

round in arid north (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). Flies all year in warmer areas and from 

September to April in cooler areas (Pringle et al., 

1994).  

3B Mashona Copper                   

Aloeides damarensis mashona 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Bulawayo”.

Recorded from September to April (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2B Roodepoort Copper               

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 

(Swierstra, 1909)

[South Africa]: “Waterval 

Onder”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to March 

(Pringle et al., 1994).
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

2B Maseru Copper                   

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 

(Riley, 1938)

[Lesotho]: “Maseru, 

Basutoland”.

September to March (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Depicta Copper                     

Aloeides depicta                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Uitvlugt”.

Continous broods through warmer months, Sep-Jun 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 

Autumn. There is a record for June (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Dickson’s Copper                

Aloeides dicksoni                   

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Cradock, Cape 

Province”.

Single-brooded, Oct-Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Early November to mid-December on 

the Bankberg and Winterberg and to the end of 

December on the Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dryas Copper                         

Aloeides dryas                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Zoutpansberg, Shilouvane”.

Several broods through warmer months, Sep to as 

late as Jun, peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et 

al., 1994). There are also records from Barberton, in 

June (Pringle et al., 1994) and Lekgalameetse, in 

September (Williams, unpub. 2002).

2B Red Hill Copper                   

Aloeides egerides                         

(Riley, 1938)

South Africa: “Redhills 

Simonstown”.

Two main broods, Oct-Dec (peak Nov) and Jan-Apr 

(peak Mar) (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

October to April but may be scarcer in midsummer 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

3A Gowan’s Copper                     

Aloeides gowani                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Naauwpoort”.

Continous midsummer broods, Oct-Apr, peak Dec-

Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

December (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Zambian Copper                   

Aloeides griseus                           

Riley, 1921

[Zambia]: “Solwezi, N.W. 

Rhodesia”.

Nothing published. The specimens illustrated in 

Afrotropical Butterflies  are labelled 01 Oct 2013.

2A Henning’s Copper                 

Aloeides henningi                             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Struben’s Valley, Constantia 

Kloof”.

In cooler areas single-brooded, Sep-Nov; in warm 

areas, second brood, Jan-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies 

of South Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 

1994). According to Henning the butterfly is only on 

the wing from September to November at the type 

locality (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Juana Copper                         

Aloeides juana                              

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Hills 3½ miles S. of 

Ladismith”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 

and March are the recorded months (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Kaplan’s Copper                     

Aloeides kaplani                             

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Sutherland”.

Single-brooded, Sep-Dec, peak Oct (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August and October are 

the recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).

3A Worcester Copper                 

Aloeides lutescens                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Below De Wets Berg, Brand 

Vlei”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Mar, possibly with 

some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

Summer and autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A McMaster’s Copper              

Aloeides macmasteri                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Hillmoor, Steynsburg”.

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr, sometimes 

overlapping (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

September to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Maluti Copper                         

Aloeides maluti                         

Pringle, 1983

Lesotho: “Rafoelatsane, 

Lesotho”.

Single-brooded, Dec-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Recorded in January and February 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Marguerite’s Copper            

Aloeides margaretae                        

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

South Lambert’s Bay”.

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Spring to autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Mbulu Copper                       

Aloeides mbuluensis                        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Mbulu, Transkei, 

3 Jan. 1974, E.L. Pringle.”

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to January (Pringle et al., 

1994).

3A Wakkerstroom Copper             

Aloeides merces                       

Henning & Henning, 1986

South Africa: “Wakkerstroon, 

Transvaal”.

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). October and November (Pringle et al., 

1994). I've found mid to late December to be the best 

time.

2B Molomo Copper                   

Aloeides molomo molomo 

(Trimen, 1870)

[Lesotho]: “Koro-Koro”. Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 

(Pringle et al., 1994)
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

4 Coalescent Copper              

Aloeides molomo coalescens 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Umtali”.

September to December (Pringle et al., 1994)

1B Handman's Copper               

Aloeides molomo handmani            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Malawi: “near Ncheu”. Nothing published.

4 Kielland's Copper                 

Aloeides molomo kiellandi 

Carcasson, 1961

[Tanzania]: “Wanzizi, 1500 m., 

Mpanda, Western Province, 

Tanganyika”.

August to September (Kielland, 1990d).

3A Kroon’s Copper                   

Aloeides molomo krooni             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Kuruman”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August to January and 

March-April (Pringle et al., 1994)

4 Botswana Copper                

Aloeides molomo mumbuensis 

Riley, 1921

[Zambia]: “Mumbwa”. Nothing published.

1A Cedarberg Copper               

Aloeides monticola                       

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Cedarberg, 

23.X.1990, V.L. Pringle.”

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Recorded in October and November 

(Pringle, 1994).

3A Mullin's Copper                     

Aloeides mullini                       

Henning & Henning, 1996

Zimbabwe: “Zimbabwe: 

Nyanga, 15.ix.1984, I. Mullin.”

Recorded from late August to late September (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

4 Namibia Copper                   

Aloeides namib iensis                     

Henning & Henning, 1994

Namibia: “Omatako 

Omuramba, 30 Dec. 49.”

The type series was collected on 30 December 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Nolloth’s Copper                 

Aloeides nollothi                            

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

McDougall’s Bay (near Port 

Nolloth)”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 

late-summer (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

Recorded from September to December (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

1B Cloud Copper                         

Aloeides nubilus                     

Henning & Henning, 1982

South Africa: “Klipbankspruit, 

Sabie, Transvaal 

[Mpumalanga]”.

Single-brooded, Sep-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September and October are the only 

recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Oreas Copper                       

Aloeides oreas                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Natal: Loteni”. Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Apr (peak Jan), 

with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Giant Copper                        

Aloeides pallida pallida          

(Riley, 1938)

South Africa: “Steyneberg 

[Steynsburg] (C.P.)”. 

Single-brooded: as early as Aug (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). From about September to 

midsummer (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

1A Grand Copper                       

Aloeides pallida grandis             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Du Toit’s Kloof”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). 

1A Jonathan's Copper               

Aloeides pallida jonathani 

Pringle, 1987

South Africa: “Kammanassie 

Mountain”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

3A Tsitsikamma Copper           

Aloeides pallida juno        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Karreedouw, 

27.XI.1992, A.B. Pringle.”

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

2A Knysna Copper                    

Aloeides pallida littoralis            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Knysna”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). 

1A Baviaanskloof Copper         

Aloeides pallida liversidgei 

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Baviaanskloof 24 

Nov. 1984 (P.S. Liversidge).”

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

2A Pennington’s Copper         

Aloeides penningtoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Natal: Gillitts, 

Durban”.

Several broods through warmer months, Aug-Jun, 

peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). August to January and April are the recorded 

months (Pringle et al., 1994).
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

2A Dull Copper                          

Aloeides pierus                    

(Cramer, [1779])

[South Africa]: “Kaap de Goede 

Hoop”.

Several broods, Sep-Apr, peaks Oct and Feb 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). In some 

localities there is reduced emergence in mid-

summer (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Plowes Copper                     

Aloeides plowesi                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

“Rhodesia: Salisbury”. August to November, May and June (Pringle et al., 

1994).

4 Pringle’s Copper                 

Aloeides pringlei                             

Tite & Dickson, 1976

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Winterberg”.

Single-brooded, Nov and Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies 

of South Africa). 

1A Quickelberge’s Copper        

Aloeides quickelbergei                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Robinson Pass”.

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). The recorded months are November to 

January (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Riley’s Copper                      

Aloeides rileyi                             

Tite & Dickson, 1976

Lesotho: “Butha Buthe”. Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). 

3B Rossouw’s Copper              

Aloeides rossouwi                     

Henning & Henning, 1982

South Africa: “Stoffberg, 

Transvaal”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to February 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dune Copper                        

Aloeides simplex                     

(Trimen, 1893)

South Africa: “Port Nolloth, 

Cape Colony”. [False locality].

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Jan-Mar, depending 

on rains (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). April (Heath 

& Gardiner, 2009).

2B Stevenson’s Copper            

Aloeides stevensoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Rusape”. [False locality].

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb, but later summer 

emergence is likely (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). November and December (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Susan’s Copper                    

Aloeides susanae                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Natal: Muden”. One, possibly two broods, Sep-Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to January (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

2A Swanepoel’s Copper           

Aloeides swanepoeli                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Natal: Botha’s 

Hill (above railway line) 2,500'”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August to December 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dusky Copper                       

Aloeides taikosama 

(Wallengren, 1857)

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. Continous broods, Aug-Apr, peaks Nov and Mar 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 

autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Teare's Copper                    

Aloeides tearei                      

Henning & Henning, 1982

[Namibia]: “13 km north of 

Aus”.

August to October, February and May are the months 

so far recorded (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Red Copper                          

Aloeides thyra thyra                     

(Linnaeus, 1764)

[South Africa]: “Cap. B. Spei”. Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 

peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

1B Brenton Copper                    

Aloeides thyra orientis                        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Knysna, 

11.III.1987, E.L. Pringle.”

Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 

peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

2A Tite’s Copper                       

Aloeides titei                             

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Kastrol Nek, 

Transvaal”.

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to February (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Southey’s Copper                 

Aloeides trimeni southeyae             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

nr Mossel Bay”.

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 

Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to March 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Trimen’s Copper                  

Aloeides trimeni trimeni  Tite & 

Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Witpoortje”.

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 

Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

2A Van Son’s Copper                 

Aloeides vansoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Matjesfontein”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to mid-summer 

(Pringle et al., 1994).
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Metamorphosis  
 
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor, 

responsible for production. 

 

2020 has been an unprecedented year for Metamorphosis and, due to the number of articles, the 
journal is being published in four Parts.  
 
Details regarding the costs of printing and posting hard copies are include on page 2 of this 
newsletter; a summary of the content is included below, or view the Metamorphosis section of the 
LepSoc Africa website under the Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org) 
 

Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/), or contact Dave at 

orachrysops@gmail.com. 

 

2019 
Volume 30 Part 1 

 

Articles: 58 - 68 

Publication Date : 2019-12-31 

 

David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero 

  

R145 excluding postage. 

 

Volume 30 Part 2 

 

Revision of the genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the Afrotropical 

Region: Currently described taxa  

 

Ian D. Richardson  

 

R300 excluding postage. 

 

2020 
Volume 31 Part 1 

 

Articles: 139 - 147 

Publication Date : 2020-12-23 

 

David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero 

 

R250 excluding postage. 

 

  

PUBLICATIONS 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lepsocafrica.org
https://lepsocafrica.org/
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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Volume 31 Part 2 

DR. MARTIN KRÜGER : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey and Checklist of 

the Lepidoptera of southern Africa 

R350 excluding postage. 

 

Volume 31 Part 3 

The Caterpillar Rearing Group 

 

Hermann Staude 

 

R600 excluding postage. 

 

Volume 31 Part 4 

Outcomes of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA) 

 

Silvia Mecenero et al. 

 

R250 excluding postage. 

 

2021 
Volume 32 Part 1 

  

New articles 

Notes on the life history and taxonomy of Cerurina marshalli (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae: 

Cerurinae) 

Lydia R. J. Mulvaney  

 

The types of Liptena augusta Suffert, 1904 and Liptena subundularis (Staudinger, 1892) 

(Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) 

Michel Libert 

  



91 
 

 
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this 
newsletter.  
 
More from the Erebidae family and more from a large subfamily, the Erebinae: 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pericyma atrifusa 
Johan Heyns 

Pericyma mendax 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Pericyma sp. 
Johan Heyns 

 

Plecopterodes moderata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Sphingomorpha chlorea 
Johan Heyns 

 

Trigonodes exportata 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
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Gauteng 
 

I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Garden (WSBG) on 11 May as part of the SANBI National 

Botanical Gardens surveys. Grassland Woolly Legs (Lachnocnema durbani) were very common, 

but otherwise, butterfly numbers were down, reflecting the onset of winter. I recorded 22 species 

(Abundance Index 3.5 – Average). 

 

 
A further visit to WSBG on 12 June yielded 16 species, an Index of 2.8 (Poor), but not too bad for 

a Highveld winter’s day. 

 

 

Stephen Ball walked up the hill at Loerieskloof, Pretoria on 20 

June, but didn’t find much apart from Brown Playboy (Deudorix 

antalus). 

 

A visit to Hennops River on 27 May yielded 21 species 

(Abundance Index 3.5 – Average). There were a couple of tatty 

Fig-tree Blue (Myrina silenus ficedula) and a single female Shiny 

Silverline (Cigaritis phanes) – quite a rare butterfly in Gauteng. 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 

Actizera lucida 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Junonia hierta cebrene 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Platylesches neba 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Belenois zochalia zochalia 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Deudorix antalus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Deudorix antalus 
Lourieskloof, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 
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Mpumalanga 
 

Mark Williams and I visited Loding on 13 June. We initially battled to find many butterflies, but we 

did eventually (independently) find the secret: the butterflies were feeding on blue Barleria flowers, 

which can be found at a few localized areas at Loding.  

 

There were several species of Colotis (Tips) flying and on the hilltop I found quite a number 

Weeping Wattle Charaxes (Charaxes vansoni). The black Charaxes have had a strange season in 

my experience; there were no Marieps Charaxes (Charaxes marieps) at Mariepskop on 15 March 

and not a single Demon Charaxes (Charaxes phaeus) or Weeping Wattle Charaxes (Charaxes 

vansoni) at Thabazimbi on 9 May.   

Telchinia serena 
Hennops, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cigaritis phanes 
Hennops, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Deudorix antalus 
Hennops, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Colotis antevippe gavisa 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Colotis ione 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Junonia hierta cebrene 
Loding, Mpumalanga  

Jeremy Dobson 

Charaxes vansoni 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Sarangesa phidyle 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Teracolus subfasciatus 
Loding, Mpumalanga  

Jeremy Dobson 
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Johan Greyling has been active recently and has acquired some good records from Hoedspruit 

and Franklyn Park. On 16 May he recorded 95 species from Franklyn Park, including Banded 

Hopper (Platylesches picanini), Rufous-winged Flat (Eagris nottoana nottoana), Streaked Sailer 

(Neptis goochii), False Wanderer (Pseudacraea eurytus imitator) and Deceptive Diadem 

(Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor). 95 species would previously have recorded an extremely high 

Butterfly Index score, but with the new system (refer to BUTTERFLY INDEX) it gets a solid 4.0 

(Good). 

He returned to Franklyn Park on 12 June; butterfly numbers were down slightly, but he still 

recorded 77 species, including good butterflies such as Bush Night-fighter (Artitropa erinnys 

erinnys) and Eastern Clouded Mother-of-Pearl (Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa). 

 

Lourens Erasmus visited Skukuza, Kruger National Park in June and submitted the following 

photos: 

 

 

 

Acraea oncaea 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Amauris echeria echeria 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Borbo fallax 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Protogoniomorpha parhassus 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Colotis auxo auxo 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Colotis annae annae 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Telchinia serena 
Skukuza, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Dixeia pigea 
Lowveld BG, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 
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Limpopo  

 

Mark Williams and I visited Thabazimbi on 9 May. We had a nice day, with perfect weather, but 

butterflies weren’t great unfortunately. 

There were a few Tips (Colotis), such as Bushveld Purple Tip (Colotis ione) and Southern Veined 

Arab (Colotis vesta argillaceus), but no Kalahari Orange Tip (Colotis lais) or Bushveld Orange Tip 

(Colotis pallene). Similarly with Charaxes, there were plenty of Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes 

zoolina) but we didn’t see a single Demon Charaxes (Charaxes phaeus) or Weeping Wattle 

Charaxes (Charaxes vansoni). 

We recorded 42 species, abundance index 4.1 (Good). 

 

Johan Greyling and Andrew Mayer visited Jakkalstreet, Hoedspruit, on 14 June. They recorded 51 

species, including some nice Colotis (Tips). 

Also in May, Johan and Andrew visited Andrew’s farm, Soetdoring (Waterberg) and submitted the 

following photos. White Pie (Tuxentius calice) were common apparently. 

 

 

  

Junonia oenone oenone 
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Charaxes zoolina 
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Colotis ione 
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Anthene dulcis dulcis and Leptotes 
pirithous pirithous 

Soetdoring, Limpopo 
Johan Greyling 

Tuxentius melaena melaena 
Soetdoring, Limpopo 

Johan Greyling 

Andrew Mayer at 
Jakkalstreet, Hoedspruit 
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Eastern Cape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KZN  
 

  

Colotis annae annae 
Grahamstown, E Cape 

Lynette Rudman 

Leptomyrina lara 
Colchester 

Marie Delport 

Alaena amazoula amazoula 
Stanger, KZN 

Wayne Johnston 

Deudorix diocles 
Stanger, KZN 

Wayne Johnston 

Acraea petraea 
North Park, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Argina amanda 
Gillitts, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Belenois thysa thysa 
Kirk Falls, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Afrodryas leda 
Harold Johnson, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Eurytela dryope angulata 
North Park, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Belenois gidica abyssinica 
North Park, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Telchinia serena 
Gillitts, KZN 

Steve Woodhall  
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Uganda 

 

Rogers Muhwezi reports that the Uganda Butterfly Guides Club is growing steadily and has 

exceeded his expectations. The group held a workshop for butterfly-enthusiasts at Mpanga over 

the weekend 19 – 20 June.   

 

Rogers forwarded me the following photos: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFRICA DESK 

Mylothris croceus      
Sango Bay, Uganda 

William Luwaga 

Cymothoe egesta      
Sango Bay, Uganda 

William Luwaga 

Hypolimnas misippus      
Sango Bay, Uganda 

William Luwaga 

Telipna consanguinea ugandae      
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

Telipna sheffieldi      
Bwindi, Uganda 

Paul 

Junonia terea tereoides      
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Byaba 

Afriodinia neavei neavei      
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Byaba 

Danaus chrysippus orientis      
Sango Bay, Uganda 

William Luwaga 
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Zimbabwe 

 

 

Angola 
 

Acraea acara acara      
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Acada biseriata       
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Andronymus caesar philander     
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Byblia anvatara acheloia      
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Utetheisa pulchella      
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Appias epaphia contracta     
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Torbenlarsenia gemella        
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 
Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Pseudacraea lucretia expansa      
Zimbabwe 

Matthew Cock 

Pelopidas thrax     
Headlands, Zimbabwe 

Dan Lee 

Colotis annae walkeri      
Benguela, Angola 
Riquita Sampaio 

Teracolus eris eris      
Benguela, Angola 

Arthur Murray Harmsworth 

Metisella midas midas     
Angola 

Rogerio Ferreira 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape) 

• Michael Ochse (Germany) 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 31 (2020) – Part 1 is R250 for SA members, excluding 
postage.  
 
*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, stand-
alone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments. 
 
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children 
under the age of 18. 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
 

Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year; to renew your membership, click on the following 

link: 

LepSoc Africa subscriptions 

LSA Council held a meeting on 3 June; the minutes may be viewed via the link below: 

LSA Council - 3 Jun 2021   

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=members&s=Renew
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tvg86n9t4uypzmh/LSA%20Council%20-%20Minutes%20-%20Jun%202021.pdf?dl=0
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Stephen Henning – for the love of butterflies 
 
I am writing this sitting in my study surrounded by butterfly cabinets, setting boards and other 

paraphernalia accumulated over the years of studying butterflies. When I look out of my window, I 

see sheep grazing on a lush green field with a backdrop of rolling green hills and the untidy 

hedgerows of the Wiltshire countryside. But this is not where my mind is, it is back in the dry 

brown grasslands of the South African highveld of my youth and there is a sense of longing for a 

time long past.  

 

I started collecting butterflies over 60 years ago now and the whole world was a very different 

place then.  I have so many memories of different collecting trips and the people I met on the way. 

I suppose our early days of collecting were the most exciting and the people who influenced us are 

now almost legendary. I will head down memory lane and tell what it was like starting to collect in 

those far off halcyon days. 

 

Our butterfly craze began in December 1959 in Florida, Gauteng, when my grandmother saw a 

Papilio demodocus on the lemon tree outside the scullery window.  My dad caught it and set it for 

my brother Graham and me and this started our collecting of butterflies. 

My father William Henry (Bill) Henning was the major influence in my life. He was a keen 

naturalist, birdwatcher, and Lepidopterist. He was a prolific letter writer and once our interest in 

butterflies started wrote to everyone he could find to help us get started. He set up 

correspondence with Dr Georges van Son, David Swanepoel, Ken Pennington, Elliot Pinhey, Clive 

Quickelberge, John Williams, etc., and most of all with his great friend Charlie Dickson. He and 

Charlie swapped letters on a weekly basis from about 1964 to 1991 when Charlie died. He made a 

copy of every letter he wrote and attached it to the reply. I have filing cabinets full of his 

correspondence – this is how I know the dates and what we collected when and where. At one 

stage he was regularly corresponding to about 200 people from all over the world about African 

butterflies. It was his list of correspondents that he gave to Mark Williams that triggered the start of 

the Lepidopterists Society of Africa of which he was a founder member. He was the editor of 

Metamorphosis from 1989 to 1996 and was responsible for changing it from a photocopied 

newsletter to a printed journal with an ISBN number. He generously allowed Graham and me to 

take the lead on all our scientific research and only published a few papers himself. 

 

In the early days we still had no nets, so when the first swarms of white butterflies appeared in 

clouds over our garden in January 1960, Graham and I tried to catch them with our small tennis 

rackets.   We did get a few – so our collection was really on the way.  Those caught were a 

Belenois aurota and a Catopsilia florella. 

 

My dad then made us our first butterfly nets – a piece of wire attached to a piece of doweling.  My 

grandmother made the netting bags from old curtain netting. We also acquired the book by David 

Swanepoel entitled “Butterflies of South Africa” which allowed us to start identifying species we 

were catching. 

 

FOCUS ON… 

 

FOCUS ON… 
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Graham and I now ventured forth visiting the park over the road and the piece of waste land next 

to the old post office in Florida, Gauteng, where we lived.  We caught our first skipper Metisella 

malgacha next to the post office and our first Hypolimnas misippus in the park.  The Park was a 

good hunting ground, and we caught our first Charaxes there – a very worn Charaxes saturnus. 

 

One day my mother, Graham and I were walking back home from the shops at Florida when we 

saw an unusual Pontia helice flying on the pavement. Graham managed to catch it with his hands 

in the road.  The P. helice turned out to be a gynandromorph, with one male forewing and one 

female forewing but with both hindwings’ male.  This was our first ever experience that this could 

happen. My dad found books in the local library to explain this phenomenon. 

Moths were also our obsession at that stage and my dad, Graham and I often went out in the 

evenings with our torches to catch them in the park.  What we called the goldie (Trichoplusia 

orichalcea) with a metallic gold stripe down the forewing was one of the prizes.  We also collected 

a number of different hawkmoths at dusk coming to feed on the honeysuckle.  

 

In 1961 our major catch probably took place March-April when we caught our first Acraea 

anacreon along the river that ran from Witpoorrtjie falls (now the Walter Sisulu National Botanical 

gardens) which is a very good record for the Witwatersrand. This area turned out to be a good 

place to catch butterflies. 

  

Stephen Henning self-portrait in Acrylic on canvas entitled 
“Africa remembered”. 

Pencil portrait of my father William Henry (Bill) Henning (1920-
2002) 
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Another good place was a patch of thorn trees near Ruimsig on the opposite side of the road.  Here 

we caught both species of Woolly Legs Lachnocnema bibulus and L. durbani flying around the thorn 

trees. We also caught Aloeides taikosama (called Phasis orthrus in Swannie’s book) flying around 

the thorn trees.  

 

In January 1962, the family went on holiday with friends 

to Ballito Bay in KwaZulu-Natal, and this was our first 

opportunity to catch butterflies in a more tropical area. On 

this trip Graham, my dad and myself probably spent more 

time in the coastal bush above Ballito Bay collecting 

butterflies than on the beach. 

 

The second day there, after an early morning swim, 

Dad, Graham, and I headed up the forested slopes 

behind our house. We climbed up a long way to a sort of 

plateau halfway up where the bush cleared and we saw 

our first Coastal Purple Tips, Colotis erone, flying fast 

along the edge of the bush a few feet above the ground.  

Lots of mad charging about took place before we 

managed to catch one.  It was hard work that first day 

but by the end of the trip we had caught several males 

and an example of both of the female forms, one with a 

black tip and the other with an orange tip to the forewing. 

 

On that first day we continued the climb upwards and eventually came to a dirt road which we 

followed down through what we called the ‘rainforest’ – tall canopy trees festooned with lianas.   

Along this road whizzing past us at regular intervals were the magnificent large black and blue 

swallowtails, P. nireus lyaeus, and Graham and I chased them up and down without success.  We 

did not catch any that first day but later on we learnt not to chase them but stand still and swipe at 

them as they went past.  Our nets were a bit on the small size, but we managed to get a couple for 

our collection over the two weeks we were there. 

 

The dirt road led to a rubbish tip at the edge of the forest and continued down through extensive 

sugar cane fields.  At the tip on the first day, we saw a Charaxes zoolina form neathes which we 

did not catch.  We had one trap net and we set it up in the forest. This was the first time we ever 

used a trap net.   Before coming on the trip my dad had contacted George’s van Son at the 

Transvaal Museum to ask him where we could get entomological pins and he sent us some.  He 

also told my dad how to make a trap net and the best bait to use.  We did not have much luck at 

Ballito Bay but did catch a few beetles and one Charaxes zoolina.  We also managed to catch 

another C. zoolina by hand. 

 

At that time, we did not have any facilities to soften butterflies properly, so we had brought all our 

setting boards and pins with us, and we set everything we caught in the evening at the end of the 

day.  It was only a couple of years later that we bought plastic relaxing boxes and relaxing fluid 

from Watkins & Doncaster in England. Graham and I went up and down the hill throughout the 

holiday slowly building up our collection of butterflies.   

  

About 1960 - Graham Henning collecting butterflies 
at Kingskloof, near Krugersdorp, Gauteng. 
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On one memorable day we were up in the forest, and we disturbed a large silvery white ghost from 

the vegetation at the side of the road.  Graham instinctively swung his net, and we had our first 

Protogoniomorpha parhassus. 

 

With this prize in hand, we shot back down the hill to show dad who had not come with us that 

day.  He was sitting in the lounge talking to his friend Stan Venables who we had gone on holiday 

with, enjoying the view and drinking a beer.  He had his usual cigarette hanging from his mouth.  

We burst in with our prize – beer and cigarette were abandoned as we all admired the magnificent 

creature.  It glistened in the light just like mother-of-pearl found on a seashell. We headed straight 

away to dad’s bedroom to set it – it was the best day of the holiday.   The flat beer and pile of ash 

left over from the cigarette were only discovered a long time after. 

 

Reading Swannie’s book we saw that Umhlanga Rocks was a good place to collect, so we 

collected our trap and set off to try our luck.  It was more built up than Ballito Bay, but we found a 

suitable patch of bush to collect.  We put up the trap and set off down the road to see what was 

flying.  We soon saw some large greenish swordtails flying rapidly along the road and we 

eventually managed to catch one and found it was a Graphium policenes.  It was magnificent – 

barred with pale green and black with tails over an inch long.  We were in heaven, and it improved 

more when we caught the large yellow and black swallowtail Papilio dardanus cenea patrolling up 

and down the road.  We also caught both forms of Hypolimnas anthedon and an Amauris ochlea.   

Our prize was still to come.  When finally returning to take down our trap we found we had caught 

a perfect Charaxes varanes.  Hands were trembling as we removed it from the trap – fantastic 

leaf-like underside and when the wings were opened the upper side was dark rufous-orange with 

pearly white bases to both wings.  A perfect day was made even more complete. 

In August 1963 we met David Swanepoel the 

author of the book “Butterflies of South Africa”.  

My father had been given his address by Dr 

Georges van Son from the Transvaal Museum, 

who suggested that he write to him as he could 

help us get started collecting butterflies. My dad 

had written him a couple of letters and got a few 

interesting replies. Then he just turned up out of 

blue at our house. He had just returned from 

collecting Lepidochrysops praeterita in 

Carletonville which only flies at that time of the 

year. Graham and I turned up at home after 

having gone to a matinee at the Royal Cinema 

in Florida. Swannie was sitting in the lounge 

talking to my mother and grandmother.  He was 

in his early fifties at the time, very thin and had 

piercing close-set blue eyes and welcomed us 

as long-lost friends.  We showed him our boxes 

of butterflies kept on the upper shelf of the large 

storage cupboard in the kitchen.  

  

1962 Collecting butterflies at World's View, near Krugersdorp. 
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When my dad got home shortly after he showed us his specimens all set on wooden setting 

boards and in a carry case.  It was the first time we had seen anything like this.  He told us to 

contact Lionel Schroder who lived in Bryanston as he could help us get properly started with 

butterflies.   

 

My dad phoned Lionel Schroder and he invited us around to see his collection.  He had a large 

house on the side of a hill with a vast garden made up of indigenous plants.  He had a lovely wood 

panelled study with three metal cabinets each with fifty draws.  It all looked so professional.  The 

butterflies were all arranged in rows with their names above them.  We were very impressed.  One 

wall of the study was covered with a built-in bookcase, filled completely with Natural History books.  

Lionel was a salesman for CNA at the time, but later branched out on his own and became a 

publisher. In 1989 some 26 years later he actually published my book “The Charaxinae Butterflies 

of Africa” He was very interested in the things we had collected at Strubens Valley and at Ruimsig 

and wanted us to show him where to collect Capys disjunctus and Iolaus trimeni.   He also invited 

us to go with him to the Little Saltpan - now Tswaing - just north of Pretoria as he said this was the 

best time of the year to get things like Iolaus alienus and other spring bushveld species.  We 

jumped at the chance as we had read about the place in Swannie’s book. 

That September 1963 we went twice to the Tswaing and collected a number of species for the first 

time.  We also took Lionel to Strubens Valley and Witpoortjie (Ruimsig) and showed where to 

collect some of the species he did not have. 

 

Strubens Valley in the hills north of Florida, Gauteng, became one of our favourite collecting spots 

at this time as it was relatively close to home and Graham, and I could actually ride up there on 

our bikes with our butterfly nets across our handlebars.   

As you walked across the plateau at Strubens 

Valley towards the main ridge you noticed that the 

Protea bushes were covered with the semi-

parasite Tapinanthus rubrimarginata the food 

plant of Iolaus trimeni.  It was here I caught our 

first female Iolaus trimeni in February 1962.  As 

you make your way along the main ridge you will 

notice large reddish-orange lycaenids whizzing 

around the Protea bushes in certain spots. These 

will be male Capys disjunctus patrolling their 

territories.   As you walk along the ridge you start 

heading down into a shallow valley.  Here there is 

a path which crosses the ridge and heads down 

to the plains below.  If you follow the path 

southwards towards the thickly wooded Protea 

slopes below you walk into a small clearing.  In 

only this one spot we caught the little Russet 

butterfly Aloeides molomo. 

1969 Strubens Valley – our favourite collecting spot where we 
caught over 100 species. 
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On one of our trips on the 17th of November 1963 

Graham and me cycled up to Strubens Valley 

again. We hid our bicycles in the bushes at the 

bottom and then climbed up towards the main 

ridge.  On the way up we started catching a small 

Russet we had not seen before.  We collected a 

number of specimens and noticed that they 

varied in colour, some of them being almost 

black.  When we got home the closest we could 

get to identifying them was Aloeides almeida.  

They however were rather odd and when we 

found out that Tite & Dickson were revising the 

group my dad sent them some specimens to 

examine.  It turned out to be a new species and 

was named Aloeides henningi.  This was our first 

new species. 

 

We also collected a small brown butterfly with black eyes on its wings which we identified as 

Leptomyrina gorgias along the ridge.  The larva of this species fed on succulent plants.  Some 

years later we bred this species and compared the caterpillars to those illustrated by Gowan-Clark 

and noticed that they were different. What we had first caught back in 1962 was not L. gorgias but 

a new species which was also named after us.  It was described as Leptomyrina henningi.   

Another area we started to visit in 1963 was what 

we called Witpoortjie and is now the Ruimsig 

Entomological Reserve which we helped 

establish some 20 years into the future.  

 

On a visit there in December 1963 we were 

walking along the ridge looking for female 

Lepidochrysops patricia when I caught a very 

orange female Russet with crimson underside 

with silver markings.  It was our first ever 

Aloeides dentatis.  Graham caught a second 

female a few minutes later.  This butterfly was 

going to occupy our attention for the next thirty 

years or so. 

 

The year 1964 started off very well – we did a 

collecting trip to Malta Forest (now the 

Lekgalmeetse Nature reserve) for the first time.  

We took our friend Johnny Venables and our dog 

Lassie with us and camped next to the waterfall 

in the forest.  It was butterfly heaven – Graham 

and I just caught and caught.  We in fact caught 

just about every species ever recorded from 

Malta Forest.   

  

1970-09-06 Stephen at Strubens Valley 

Struben’s Valley with the food-plant Cotyledon sp. of 
Leptomyrina henningi in the foreground with pink flowers 

1970 Witpoortjie – view across Aloeides dentatis spot to 
wooded ridge where Lepidochrysops hill-top. 
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I still remember in the morning lying on my camp bed in the tent listening to the monkeys drop fruit 

on to the tent as they fed in the trees above us.  Johnny, a keen boy scout, said it was the most 

luxurious camp he had ever been on.  We had brought everything but the kitchen sink.  Lassie 

loved the place and charged up and down the road barking at the monkeys and just had fun.  A 

farmer who stopped to chat told us to watch out for Lassie at night as there were leopards around. 

 

When we first met Swannie in 1963 he told us where he collected Lepidochrysops praeterita at the 

New Doornfontein mine at Carltonville.  We first visited the area with Lionel Schroder in late 

August 1964. We had to sign in at the gate and were then given free access to the veld and ridges 

around the mine. That first year we were quite successful, and we all collected a number of males 

and a couple of females of L. praeterita on the veld near the mine buildings.  For the next few 

years, we regularly visited the area but did not ever find L. praeterita to be abundant there. 

We were first introduced to Bill Teare in 1964 by David Swanepoel. He lived at Benoni on the East 

Rand. We got on very well with Bill and we saw him regularly several times a year until his death 

in 1982. He helped us immensely in the early years by giving us specific information where to find 

and catch a whole variety of species of butterfly. The maps he drew for us were meticulously 

accurate and included even the best trees or rocky ridges where to find things. He was the first 

person to take us to the spot at Heidelberg where Chrysoritis aureus flew.  

 

Bill Teare taught woodwork at Benoni High School for many years before his retirement. He was a 

master craftsman and made some of the finest butterfly cabinets seen in South Africa. We 

acquired most of these cabinets when he gave up active collecting in the late seventies. When he 

got into doing butterfly genitalia in 1969, he made himself a cabinet to house his microscope and 

other equipment. When he saw that I was interested he made me one as well and I still have it 

with me over fifty years later. He collected extensively throughout South Africa and went to 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe to collect species rare in South Africa. He often went with his good 

friend Russell Badham in a specially modified Landrover. Many of his carefully planned trips to the 

Cape were washed out by rain, and he thus referred to it as ‘the cruel Cape’. 

 

In Easter 1965 Graham, dad and I went to the Saltpan in the Zoutpansberg for the first time.  We 

camped under the big trees and arranged to meet Swannie there.  It was a very successful trip 

and we caught several of the blue females of Charaxes phaeus plus a number of other Charaxes 

species.  We also caught a large number of Colotis including two C. celimene. 

 

On the 6th of November 1965, nearby the A. dentatis spot at Ruimsig, we found a colony of A. 

trimeni (we called it A. taikosama - misidentified in Swannies’ book and other publications).  It 

appeared this butterfly species was described twice by Trimen – first as A. taikosama and later as 

A.orthrus.  The original name taikosama was incorrectly applied to an undescribed species.  When 

Tite & Dickson revised the group, they found that the type of taikosama was in fact what we knew 

as orthus.  So, what we all knew as A. orthrus became A. taikosama and what we all knew as 

taikosama was described as A. trimeni after Roland Trimen the original describer who messed it 

up in the first place.  Our specimens were made the types and Witpoortjie/Ruimsig is the type 

locality for the species.   

 

[Part 1 of a three part series – Part 2, which includes collecting trips with David Swanepoel, will 

feature in September’s newsletter]  
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your 

identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Entries for May 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 

MAY 
 
This striking image of Coast Purple Tip (Colotis 
erone) was taken by Steve Woodhall at Kirk Falls, 
KwaZulu-Natal in May. 
 
C. erone is one of our rarer and more localised 
Tips, being restricted to coastal forest and 
wooded savanna between Port St Johns and 
Lake St Lucia. 

Acraea natalica 
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 

Arthur Harmsworth 
 

 
 

Mylothris rueppellii haemus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

 
 

Colotis euippe omphale 
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe  

Arthur Harmsworth 
 

Junonia hierta cebrene  
Swakopmund, Namibia  

Katharina Reddig 
 
 

Colotis ione 
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 

Arthur Harmsworth  
 

 

Junonia oenone oenone 
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Entries for June 

 

 

   

Charaxes varanes varanes 
Lowveld, Mpumalanga 

Christopher Willis 

Bebearia orientis orientis Mozambique 

Clive Curtis 
 
 
 

Precis archesia archesia 
Random Harvest, Gauteng 

Cristian Cottino 
 

Euphaedra zaddachii crawshayi 
Zambia 

Mark Helam 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 
 
June’s winner is Arthur Murray Harmsworth, who took 
this nicely composed picture of a female Southern 
Diverse Albatross (Appias epaphia contracta) at 
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe. 
 
As its name implies, the Diverse Albatross (the 
females at least) are extremely variable. 

Colotis annae walkeri      
Benguela, Angola 
Riquita Sampaio 

 
 
 
 
 

Precis limnoria taveta  
Kenya 

Jean-Francis Damon 
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A further Metamorphosis article by the late Jo Joannou 

 

MOTHING MARIEPSKOP  
(3-5 March 1995) 

 

By J. G. Joannou  

 

I was lying on my bed, ruing my recent back operation and generally feeling sorry for myself when 

the phone rang. It was Hermann Staude, who started off the conversation with the question "How 

long a period are you capable of sitting up for?" I told him, and asked why. "We're going to 

MARIEPSKOP," he said "I've cleared out Sani, put a mattress in the back and we're going to 

MARIEPSKOP! Clear it with your doctor and get back to me".  

 

So began the preparations for a weekend's MOTHING on the mythical, misty mountain.  

 

The journey itself took some seven hours to complete - a combination of slow travelling, (respect 

for my back) and repairs to Sani's alternator at Blyde River Motors. The latter, I might add, costing 

us the princely sum of R15! - surely one of the better perks of rural living! We arrived in darkness 

and went to Mike Walker's house to renew acquaintances and discuss areas suitable for trapping 

at this late hour. Mike duly directed us to a nearby patch of forest and insisted we drive over the 

dam wall, even though there was a perfectly good road around it. (Mike is an off-road nut and 

recognised in Sani a kindred spirit) We eventually set up the traps and returned to our billets to off-

load and prepare for the night ahead. The others started trickling in, now slowed by rain damaged 

roads, and in due course everyone was settled, various frothy beverages were opened and 

contentment reigned supreme.  

 

The 10 pm visit to the traps was cancelled as the weather had by then turned foul - torrential rain 

accompanied by high winds. We decided to call it a night and see what the morning would bring.  

 

Saturday 5 am, and despite the poor weather, the traps had attracted huge numbers of moths - 

most of them sphingids. It was an absolute pleasure to have to spend more time at the traps than 

Hermann, something which has never happened during any of our previous joint collecting 

exercises. Although the number of individual specimens was vast, the species count was 

obviously disproportional. However, having to look through the thousands of insects nevertheless 

took lots of time. We completed our collecting and went back to base for a change of dry clothing 

and breakfast. The weather cleared, we ate heartily and sat back relaxing. We watched, bemused, 

as the others scurried around preparing bait and assembling nets for the day's fly catching. 

Hermann and I decided to take an hour or so's nap - MOTHING really is such a civilised pursuit!  

 

At about 11 am we climbed into Sani and drove up the mountain seeking new sites for that 

evening's trapping. The forest was, as always, magical. I can never get enough of that silence and 

tranquillity, only occasionally broken by the raucous, reverberating call of the loerie. I can never 

tire of the moist, lush undergrowth or peer often enough upward, through the outstretched limbs of 

those moss and orchid bedecked giants. And all the while, the brown and white forms of Paralethe 

dendrophilus float gently in and out of the vegetation - surely the emblem of our montane forests? 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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An inner peace and awe exude from every pore and it is difficult to be a scientist in the face of 

such magnificent creation.  

 

Having decided which forest spots to use, we moved still higher. I had heard that the upper 

regions were covered in fynbos but was still unprepared for the dramatic change when we reached 

the top. Huge boulders and rock outcrops, covered in moss of a hundred different hues, 

dominated the landscape. Water trickled out of crevices, cold and crystal clear, watering the Cape-

like vegetation. The occasional small yellow wood tree, lichen bearded and wind bent, poked 

fingers into the mist which shrouded the entire plateau. Even at this time of day, it was cold and 

foreboding. The ethereal quality generated was so profound that I would not have been surprised 

if one of the little people had materialised from behind one of the boulders.  

 

Hermann was ecstatic "If there are new bugs to be found, this will surely be the place" he 

enthused. I wasn't so sure. The desolate landscape did not look particularly sphingid friendly, but 

we nevertheless looked around and decided on a protected spot before heading back down for 

lunch. I was a bit concerned that the luminous traps would be seen from far off and create some 

consternation due to their proximity to the military installations. We spoke to Mike and decided to 

visit the army base and make known our intentions. To the personnel concerned and to Mike in 

particular, our sincere thanks for their cooperation.  

 

We set off again at about 6 pm to erect the traps at the preselected sites. The lower ones in 

daylight, but those up on the plateau just as it was getting dark. The wind was icy cold but 

Hermann kept assuring me that any bugs living up here would be used to these conditions. The 

eerie surroundings were made even more so, picked up in Sani's headlights as we wound our way 

back down. We stopped at the lower traps but not much had arrived despite it now being nearly 8 

pm and we continued back to base for dinner.  

 

Saturday 10 pm and time for the first visit. The forest traps were humming, again with lots of 

sphingids. We spent an hour or so there and proceeded up to the fynbos. As we neared the trap 

site, all that could be seen was a dingy violet glow. I cynically remarked to Hermann that the mist 

was too thick and the insects wouldn't be able to see the trap. And suddenly we were upon it. 

Dimly lit, not because of any mist, but because it was covered in tens of thousands of insects! And 

the bulk of these? - Why, sphingids of course! I have never seen such a conglomeration of 

Lepidoptera. It was truly a magnificent sight. We collected there for some time, nothing new 

sphingid-wise, but Hermann collected numerous species which have strong Cape associations. In 

fact his remark was "I may as well be collecting in Stellenbosch!" The sight of this bulging trap was 

too amazing not to be shared with the others. Hermann volunteered to bring them back up but I 

opted for a bit of kip before having to get up again in a few hours.  

 

The 5 am visit was particularly fruitful for Hermann who found plenty of geometrids in the grass. 

The trap itself, filled with robust hawks, was obviously no place for these frail butterfly-like moths. 

We eventually finished collecting and spent the next hour clearing traps of insects and packing 

equipment away. Although I say `insects' there were in fact hardly any other orders represented - 

the odd mantid and a couple of beetles. 99.99% of that amazing biomass was lepidopteran!  

 

Back to camp, breakfast, and a chat with Mike before packing for home. All in all, a thoroughly 

enjoyable weekend. To those members who have yet to experience a Society weekend - make a 

plan to do so, you really are missing out!  
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I must acknowledge and sincerely thank Hermann Staude, for his patience, understanding and 

good fellowship. After three months of forced inactivity, this visit to Mariepskop was surely the best 

possible medicine I could have taken. To Mike Walker and the Department, grateful thanks on 

behalf of the Society and myself, for allowing us the run of this wonderful forest reserve. And 

lastly, but by no means least, thanks also to Martin Kruger, of the Transvaal Museum, for 

identifying some of the moths we had difficulty with. His willingness to assist, not only in this 

particular instance, but at all times, needs public recognition and I hope I do not embarrass him by 

taking the opportunity to do so here.  
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