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Welcome to September’s newsletter! 
 

Following a really cold winter (at least here on the Highveld) it’s time to dust off the nets and 

cameras and to get out into the field! Butterflies haven’t really started emerging in numbers yet, 

but here’s hoping we have great season. 

 

A reminder that LepSoc Africa will hold our Conference and Annual General Meeting over the 

weekend of Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October 2021. Refer to the notification below. 

 

Corrections 
 

Martin Lunderstedt pointed out that I’d incorrectly captioned a photo of Graphium morania on page 

22 of July’s ABN as Graphium angolanus angolanus. He further noted that Baliochila barnesi from 

Inhamitanga, Mozambique (p. 27) is more likely to be Baliochila neavei. 

 

LepSoc Africa Conference 
 
You should have received notification of for this years’ Conference and a call for Papers. 
  
While making any arrangements is fraught with uncertainty in these strange times, we are 
determined to proceed with this years’ annual LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM on the 
assumption that there will be no undue restrictions to our attendance by early October. 
 
After a gap of four years, the Conference and AGM will return to Gauteng and will be held during 
the peak of the local butterfly season; this will enable visiting Lepidopterists to attend the 
Conference and to participate in local field trips or excursions.  
 
The venue is the Nestlé Centre, Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens, Malcolm Rd, Poortview, 
Roodepoort, 1724.  
 

Dates:  
Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October 2021.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2021  
 
ABN 2021 – 5 
 
(NEWS FROM JULY 
AND AUGUST) 
 

LATEST NEWS 
 



2 
 

Papers for presentation at the Conference should be related to aspects of African Lepidoptera 
although papers dealing with other subject matter will be considered, by exception. We are 
confident that this year’s presentations will be of the usual high standard, covering everything from 
illustrated talks about expeditions, to research papers.  
 
If, as we hope, you are planning to present a paper at the Conference, please draft an Abstract 
and email it to Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com  
 
Deadline for Papers is 15 September 2020.  
 
Presenters (and the audience) may either attend in person or be linked in via Zoom networking; 
further details and a program will follow shortly.  

 

Dr Safi 
 
Congratulations to LepSoc Africa member Szabolcs Sáfián who recently obtained his PhD, based 
on a thesis on the butterflies of Liberia. 

 
Woke butterflies 
 

Ian Richardson forwarded me the following article, which appeared in the Daily Telegraph. 
 
The common names of several insects have fallen foul of Political Correctness, including the 
European Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar dispar). I’m not sure whether it was “European” or 
“Gypsy” or “Moth” that attracted the attention of the Thought Police. 
 
As you may be aware, LepSoc Africa are compiling a comprehensive list of English names for all 
African butterflies. I’d like to think we can still use terms such as “black” and “white”, but it is 
probably only a matter of time before the unelected enforcers of the Woke Movement start 
objecting to adjectives such as “large” and “small”. Anyway, fellow members of the English 
Naming panel – we have been warned! 
 

Insect names are victims of the Culture War 

 

More Wokeness 
 

In a similar vein, Ian sent me this article. Many bird common names, those that have been named 

after people, are in the Politically Correct movement’s crosshairs, based on the perceived 

righteousness of the person under consideration. Fortunately, the English naming project is 

attempting to revise all common names that refer to people’s names and the ICZN is standing 

firmly on the principle that scientific names cannot be changed other than on taxonomic grounds. 

 

De-colonializing the birds and the bees 

 
  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://archive.ph/ZzPKE
https://archive.ph/x7aO5
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Taxonomic updates 
 
Mark Williams notes that Chilades (Lycaenidae: Polyommatinae) has recently been split into three 
genera: 
 

Chilades Moore, [1881]   
Birabiro Talavera et al., 2021 
Kipepeo Talavera et al., 2021 

 
The latter two genera contain single species: 
 

Kipepeo kedonga (Grose-Smith, 1898) Veined Grass Jewel 
Birabiro elicola (Strand, 1911) Abyssinian Grass Jewel  

 
Afrotropical Butterflies has been revised accordingly and may be viewed via the LepSoc Africa or 
Metamorphosis websites. Some of the files have not been updated on lepsocafrica.org so rather 
use metamorphosis.org.za 
 
LepSoc Africa’s Michel Libert has replaced the genus name Helinia (Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) with 
Helna. As above, the changes have been incorporated in Afrotropical Butterflies. 

 
Collecting 
 
A few people posted the following post on Facebook and on the LepSoc Africa WhatsApp pages. 
The piece, by an Australian butterfly-photographer, presents some of the pros and cons of 
butterfly collecting and concludes that, on balance, responsible collecting is a good thing. 
 
By far the most significant threat to lepidoptera conservation is habitat destruction. 
 

https://www.purvision.com/butterfly-collecting-my-opinion/ 

 
Endangered Wildlife Trust 
 
The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) received a small grant from the Rainforest Trust to work on 
improving the conservation status of South Africa’s 20 Critically Endangered butterfly species.  
 
The project’s primary objective is to engage with key stakeholders (including landowners) to 
develop a priority action plan for these species. EWT intend to work closely with LepSoc Africa 
members, utilizing their experience, knowledge of the ecology and threats facing the listed 
species. 
 
Dr Oliver Cowan, Conservation Scientist of EWT, contacted Dave Edge and preliminary Zoom 
meetings have been held between EWT and COREL custodians representing the Western Cape, 
Limpopo and Mpumalanga regions. 
  

  

file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/lepsocafrica.org
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/metamorphosis.org.za
https://www.purvision.com/butterfly-collecting-my-opinion/
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CHRYSORITIS DICKSONI – UPDATE AND STATUS (Dave Edge) 
 
Introduction 
The Critically Endangered (CR) Chrysoritis dicksoni, which used to occur at several sites on the 
west coast in the Melkboschstrand to Mamre area, became extinct there, but fortunately a healthy 
population was discovered by Ernest Pringle in 1990 at the Vondeling farm near Witsand. When 
the COREL project was initiated in 2011 C. dicksoni was amongst the CR taxa included.  
 
Contract nature reserve for Westfield locality 
Another population of C. dicksoni in the Witsand area was discovered in 2007 on the Westfield 
farm south of Vondeling. An objective has been in place since 2016, when agreement was 
reached in principle between Stellenbosch University (SU – the owner) and CapeNature (CN) to 
establish a contract nature reserve (CNR) to protect and manage the habitat for C. dicksoni at 
Westfield near Witsand. The champion of this project at SU was Professor Louw Hoffman, who 
wanted to convert the entire property (2000 ha) into a CNR and introduce a balanced community 
of game such as Eland and Bontebok, which could be researched and harvested to supply a 
potentially lucrative overseas market for healthy game meat. Before his project could be realised 
bureaucratic delays in reaching a contractual agreement between SU and CN and his own 
decision to move overseas left the proposal in limbo. CN also got cold feet about taking on a 2000 
ha CNR so the aim was reduced to establishing a 80 ha CNR to cover the known occurrence area 
at Westfield. Then in early 2019 came the COVID restrictions and meetings between SU and CN 
were not possible. Emerging from this SU seemed to have lost the appetite to do a deal, but after 
appealing to the Rector of SU the possibility of a CNR has been resurrected. 
 
Monitoring the C. dicksoni populations in the Witsand area 
In addition to the population at Westfield there are also populations on the neighbouring farm to 
the north Vondeling, and a very small population close to Witsand itself. As the custodian of the 
species the author has been monitoring its populations from 2009 to the present. A summary of 
population counts is given below: 
 

Dates 
Vondeling Westfield Witsand TOTALS 

♂ ♀ ♂ ♀ ♂ ♀ ♂ ♀ 

2009.08.30 2 1     2 1 

2009.09.11   23 8   23 8 

2010.08.17&24 11 4  1   11 5 

2012.08.27-8 2 1 4    6 1 

2013.09.02-4 6  6 1   12 1 

2014.09.02-4 6  12 5   18 5 

2015.08.20 16 4 9 1   25 5 

2016.08.25   26 8  3 26 11 

2017.08.21 10  16 1   26 1 

2018.08.24 Not done 5 4   5 4 

2019.09.01 12  14 1   26 1 

2020.08.26-7 3 1 8    11 1 

2021.08.23-4 3  17    20  
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Whilst the populations have fluctuated from year to year, sometimes (such as 2018) only one site 
was surveyed. The 2021 survey saw a recovery particularly in the Westfield population. The 
reduction in the Vondeling population was probably because a controlled burn was carried out 
(see Figure 1). However the presence of Crematogaster carton nests in the Searsia glauca 
bushes that had survived the fire means it is very likely that these areas will be recolonised by 
wandering C. dicksoni females (Figure 2). 
 
Alien plant control 
Despite a setback during 2020 because of the COVID restrictions, alien clearing on Westfield has 
resumed, and whilst follow up is needed to pull out the small Rooikrans plants, the progress has 
been good and CapeNature are to be congratulated on their efforts. 

  

Figure 1 – Burnt veld at the Vondeling farm – carried out in March this year 

Figure 2 – Occupied carton nests of Crematogaster ants in Searsia glauca bushes and on the ground 
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Kgalagadi  
 
I visited Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park in mid-August with some friends of mine for a camping trip. 
To quickly summarise the butterflies: there weren’t any. To be fair, that’s not strictly true - I saw a 
white butterfly, possibly Desert Sulphur Tip (Colotis agoye bowkeri) and a small brown moth; not a 
great haul for an eight-day expedition. All insects were incredibly scarce, which at least meant 
there were no flies; I’ve no idea what the numerous insect-feeding birds were eating. 
 
Anyway, despite the absence of butterflies I had a great time and saw many of the mammals and 
birds that one would expect to see in the Kalahari. 
 

 

 
On our way home we spent a couple of nights at Witsand, which to be honest, I preferred to the 
camping trip. We were too early for most of the local butterflies, but I recorded seven species:  
Striped Sandman (Spialia ferax), Mafa Sandman (Spialia mafa mafa), a solitary Kalahari Mottled 
Russet (Aloeides molomo krooni), Dune Russet (Aloeides simplex), Shiny Silverline (Cigaritis 
phanes), Desert Speckled Sulphur Tip (Teracolus agoye bowkeri) and Lemon Traveller (Teracolus 
subfasciatus). One or two A. simplex were worn – they must have emerged in early to mid-August 
this year. 
  

Crimson-breasted Shrike 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lilac-breasted Roller 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Kory Bustard 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Gemsbok 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Black-backed Jackal 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lion 
Kgalagadi, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides simplex 
Witsand, N Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Spialia mafa mafa 
Witsand, N Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Teracolus subfasciatus 
Witsand, N Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Friends of Verloren Valei 
 
Friends of Verloren Valei (of which LepSoc Africa is a member) forwarded the following: 
 
Escarpment Bird Club is to present a ‘Basics of Birding’ course to encourage people to get into 
birding as a hobby in the Dullstroom, Belfast and Lydenburg region. 
  
The course will be presented by an expert birder on a Saturday, followed by a field visit: the 
course will be free to all participants. To enable the organizers to finalise details they require an 
idea of numbers: if you would like to attend and learn about birds and their habitats, kindly confirm 
by email to birding@escarpmentbirdclub.co.za and they will revert with course details once 
finalised.  

 
Perceived Butterfly Abundance (Alan Gardiner) 
 
Alan Gardiner quizzed a few lepidopterists regarding their perceived abundance-rating of various 
butterflies. The participants (André Coetzer, Andrew Mayer, Johan Greyling, Steve Woodhall and I 
were requested to rate butterflies with a score, where “10” was very common and “1” very rare). 
The results are indicated graphically below. 
 
In general, the ratings submitted by the Limpopo, Mpumalanga and Gauteng lepidopterists were 
similar; Steve Woodhall (KwaZulu-Natal) rated the abundance of several species differently to 
most members of the group.    
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Tawny Coster 
 
The Tawny Coster (Acraea terpsicore) is an Asian butterfly species, which has recently extended 
its range to Australia. Not only has it colonized Australia, but it has also started mating with the 
locals. 
 
Dawn Franzmann is the Secretary of BOIC (Butterflies and Other Invertebrates Club), based in 
Brisbane, Australia. She forwarded me two articles that were published in Metamorphosis 
Australia; one is an account of the first finding of Acraea terpsicore in the Brisbane area. The 
second article records the mating of A. terpsicore with a Glasswing (Acraea andromacha), which is 
a native Australian species. 
 

First record of Acraea terpsicore from Brisbane 
 
Acraea terpsicore mating with Acraea andromacha 

 
All materials in Metamorphosis Australia are copyright to the authors, artists, 
photographers and the Butterfly & Other Invertebrates Club. 

 
Confused butterflies 
 
This image was posted on the Zimbabwe Lepidopterists 
WhatsApp group by Lindy Mostert. The video was taken in the 
UK and shows a Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) mating with 
a Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina). These two butterflies not 
only got the wrong species, but they were also dealing with 
representatives of different genera in different subfamilies.  
 
According to Steve Collins: 
“These examples of freak mating do occur from time to time; the female is a Small Tortoiseshell 
which breeds on nettle. The male is a Meadow Brown which breeds on various soft grasses This 
crossbreeding is very unlikely to be fertile; I have seen crosses between moths and butterflies and, 
several times, crosses between Charaxes candiope and C. brutus: the progeny were the same as 
the mother. Some butterflies will mate multiple times as we see several spermathecae (sperm 
sacs) when we dissect female abdomens.” 

 
Butterfly monitoring in Nigeria 
 
The Virtual Museum invited Joseph Izang, the current coordinator of the Arewa Atlas Team from 
the Nigeria Bird Atlas Project (NiBAP) to talk about Butterfly Monitoring in sub-Saharan savannah 
habitats. Joseph presented the findings of his research to date, including comparison of the 
primary Butterfly Monitoring protocols; he also included recommendations for further studies: 
 

Butterfly Monitoring 

For more information, you can contact Joseph at josephizangibraheem@gmail.com 

 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/oc565vpyfs2v2pd/First%20record%20of%20Acraea%20terpsicore%20from%20Brisbane.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qftva2poxyk9j9a/Mating%20of%20Acraea%20terpsicore%20with%20A.%20andromacha.pdf?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATGma82k0U4
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/josephizangibraheem@gmail.com
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African Agaristinae (Pasi Sihvonen) 
 
Pasi Sihvonen forwarded me a link to a recent paper in “PeerJ”, titled “Insect taxonomy can be 
difficult: a noctuid moth (Agaristinae: Aletopus imperialis) and a geometrid moth (Sterrhinae: 
Cartaletis dargei) combined into a cryptic species complex in eastern Africa (Lepidoptera)”. 
The paper, by a team of authors including LepSoc Africa’s Axel Hausmann, Michael Ochse, 
Hermann Staude and Pasi himself, investigated Cartaletis dargei from Tanzania. They found that 
C. dargei had not only been incorrectly placed in Cartaletis, but that it was in the wrong family: 
they subsequently moved it from Geometridae (Sterrhinae) to Noctuidae (Agaristinae) and placed 
it in the Aletopus genus, which has been revised to include three species. 
 
They further discuss the problems associated with species delimitation and the potential drivers of 
evolution in eastern Africa that has led to phenotypic similarity in unrelated lepidopteran lineages. 
 

African Agaristinae 

 
Dakota Skipper 
 
Peter Webb forwarded the following link. 
 
Minnesota Zoo, in partnership with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and The 
Nature Conservancy, are reintroducing the endangered Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) to 
prairies in southwestern Minnesota. This is the fifth consecutive year the zoo has released these 
endangered pollinators – and the first time that they have been released onto state managed 
lands.  
 
Once a prominent species found across Minnesota’s tallgrass prairie, Dakota Skippers have now 
disappeared from more than 75% of their total former range. In Minnesota there is only a single 
small site where they can be found. 
 
The zoo and DNR will continue monitoring the site where the 2017-2020 releases occurred at 
Hole-in-the-Mountain Prairie Preserve (HIMPP). They hope that wild populations such as the one 
at HIMPP will one day soon be able to repopulate and sustain themselves without additional 
release efforts. 
 

Dakota Skipper  

 
Viruses within caterpillars can kill parasitic wasps 
 
Francois Engelbrecht posted the following article on the Highveld Butterfly Club WhatsApp page. 
A new study has shown that some viruses are incredibly pathogenic for parasitic wasp larvae. 
Proteins called parasitoid killing factor (PKF) are produced by viruses that frequently use 
caterpillars as hosts. What’s more, some moth caterpillars have evolved to produce these PKF’s 
themselves. 
 

viruses-wasp-larvae-caterpillars  

https://peerj.com/articles/11613/
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_thisweek/free/minnesota-zoo-releases-endangered-prairie-butterflies/article_19bb24de-d9f2-11eb-b506-cfc87da067ed.html
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/viruses-wasp-larvae-caterpillars
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The first butterfly extinction caused by human activity in the USA 
 
The following article was posted on Facebook.  
 
It’s been roughly 80 years since the Xerces Blue (Glaucopsyche xerces) 
was last seen; this butterfly was only recorded from coastal Californian 
sand dunes of the Sunset District of the San Francisco Peninsula. By the 
early 1940’s, less than a century after its formal scientific description, the 
gossamer-winged butterfly had vanished. Its rapid disappearance is 
attributed to the loss of habitat and larval food plant as a result of urban 
development and, possibly, an influx of invasive ants likely spread though 
the shipment of goods. 
 
For many years it was unclear whether the Xerces Blue was its own species, or simply an isolated 
population of another, more widespread species. New research on DNA from a nearly century-old 
museum specimen shows that the butterfly was a distinct species.  
 
This finding means that the Xerces Blue is the first U.S. insect species known to go extinct 
because of humans.  
 

Xercus Blue extinction 

 
Nigerian Butterflies (Oskar Brattström) 
 
Many of you will be aware of the electronic field-guide Nigerian Butterflies, 
produced by LepSoc Africa member, Oskar Brattström. 
 
The latest chapter, “Lycaenesthini” (the (Ciliate Blues) has just been 
released. This is a challenging tribe where new Nigerian discoveries are 
bound to be made! Download your free copy via the resources tab on the 
link below. 
 
If you are using this guide, please do not forget to send Oskar an email so 
you will be notified of future updates (you can do this directly through the 
App).  

 
http://bicyclus.se  
 
 

Green-veined Charaxes (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
Etienne Terblanche forwarded this great behavioural video, showing a Green-veined Charaxes 
(Charaxes candiope) gorging on an enormous ball of dung. 

 
Charaxes candiope  

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/xerxes-blue-butterfly-first-human-caused-us-insect-extinction
http://bicyclus.se/
https://youtu.be/Pz0U9LZ0RMw
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Seasonal dimorphism 
 
I saw the following paper on Facebook.  
 

“Predictability of temporal variation in climate and the evolution of seasonal polyphenism in tropical 
butterfly communities” is published in Evolutionary Biology and was compiled be a team of 
authors, including LepSoc Africa’s Freerk Molleman and Oskar Brattström. 
 
The paper concludes that seasonal precipitation and its predictability are primary factors shaping 
the evolution of polyphenism in Mycalesina butterflies, and populations or species secondarily 
evolve local adaptations for cue use that depend on the local variation in the environment. 
 

Seasonal dimorphism 

 
Iconotypes: A compendium of butterflies and moths  
(Richard Vane-Wright) 
 
Jones's Icones is the work of 18th-century amateur entomologist and wine merchant William 
Jones (1745–1818). His six-volume manuscript of paintings and descriptions represents over 760 
species of Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) from around the world.  
 
With Iconotypes, Jones's seminal work is published for the first time, accompanied by expert 
commentary and contextual essays, and featuring annotated maps showing the location of each 
species. Jones painted the species between the early 1780s and 1800, drawing from his own 
collection and the collections of Joseph Banks, Dru Drury, Sir James Edward Smith, John 
Francillon, the British Museum and the Linnean Society. For every specimen painting he provided 
a species name, the collection from which it was taken and the geographical location in which it 
was found.  
 
In this enhanced facsimile, Jones's references to historic references are clarified and modern 
taxonomic names are provided, together with notes on which paintings serve as iconotypes. 
Contextual commentary by specialist entomologist (and LepSoc Africa member) Richard Vane-
Wright gives an account of Jones's life and his motivation for collecting butterflies and creating the 
Icones and evaluates the significance of his work. Interspersed at intervals between the pages of 
Jones's paintings are contemporary maps showing the location of each species painted, and 
expert essays on the development of lepidoptery and taxonomy after Linneaus, and the roles of 
collectors and natural history artists from the late 1700s to mid-1800s. 

 
This 688-page hard-cover book may be pre-ordered for £65. 
 

Iconotypes 
 

UPL 
 
Many of you will have heard about the fire and subsequent chemical spillage at the United 
Phosphorus Limited (UPL) Warehouse in Cornubia, KwaZulu-Natal. This could prove to be an 
environmental catastrophe, but little information regarding the chemicals involved, the legality of 
their storage or the proposed rehabilitation measures have been forthcoming to date. 
 
At the request of Melissa Strydom of the UPL Cornubia Fire Civil Society Action Group, LepSoc 
Africa have signed a petition requesting further information from UPL regarding the incident.  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jeb.13895
https://www.waterstones.com/book/iconotypes/oxford-university-museum-of-natural-history/richard-i-vane-wright/9780500024324
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Acraeini phylogeny 
 
Mark Williams commented on an Acraeini phylogeny (Carvalhoi et al., 2021) that was forwarded to 
him by Dominique Bernard. Among other things, the paper investigated whether the presence of a 
sphragis (an external mating plug found in many members of the Acraeini) is a significant 
diagnostic feature in the evolution of Acraea and resulting taxonomy; it doesn’t appear to be.  
 
Dominique believes that the cladogram (below) indicates that Actinote and Telchinia are 
monophyletic; Mark disagrees and considers that Acraeini should possibly be split into additional 
genera, as indicated by the highlighted names outside the “wheel”.  
 
What do you think? 

 
 
 
  

Acraea 
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ALOEIDES PROJECT (Graham Henning) 
 
In a recent paper on phylogenetics it was suggested that all the species in the thysbe group in the 
related Aphnaeinae genus Chrysoritis be sunk and to only have one species Chrysoritis thysbe. If 
this is their opinion, why are we bothering with the Aloeides project. We can call all the species in 
the thyra-group Aloeides thyra and be done with it. 
 
With regards to phylogenetics, which is only as good as the computer programmers, there will 
always be a lack of data and limitations to conclusions, or “garbage in, garbage out”. An example 
is this statement mentioned above “Only monophyletic species should be retained, and this would 
suggest that the entire species-group should simply be designated as thysbe” (Talavera et. al. 
2020). The technology and data at present appear to be inadequate to correctly determine 
species. 
 
Phylogenetics is merely a tool to be used by Taxonomists and does not negate all other evidence. 
Taxonomists must adhere to whatever species concept they trust, such as a species is a 
reproductively isolated entity. The evidence for a species must be assessed by the taxonomist and 
may include phylogenetics. The inadequacies of phylogenetics and barcoding should not hinder 
taxonomy.  
 
The genus Aloeides  
 
The Aloeides genus apparently has its origins in southern Africa. The related genus Chrysoritis 
which also apparently has its origins in southern Africa is one of the oldest Aphnaeinae genera at 
about 32mya. It had a major radiation only about 2mya (Talavera, 2020). I would surmise that the 
Aloeides are similar and that the factors causing such a radiation had a similar effect on the 
Aloeides. There are currently 57 recognized species. 
 
The thyra-group 
 
There are 36 species in this group which is 63% of the genus. Of these 24 have been barcoded 
(66%). So far, we have assessed 4 subgroups and 1 single outlier. The subgroups are thyra, 
simplex, pallida and vansoni. The outlier is caledoni. There are 3 subspecies which may be full 
species or new species as indicated below*. Other groups on the thyra-group branch are single 
outliers arida and barklyi, although arida should be included as an outlier in the thyra-group, and 
perhaps also barklyi. 
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Detailed phylogentic tree

Part One

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae

Aloeides vansoni 

Aloeides margaretae 

Aloeides monticola 

Aloeides kaplani 

Aloeides mbuluensis 

Aloeides pallida jonathani

Aloeides pallida liversidgei

Aloeides caledoni 

Aloeides nollothi 

Aloeides maseruna*

Aloeides penningtoni 

Aloeides titei 

Aloeides pallida littoralis

Aloeides clarki

Aloeides arida

Aloeides barklyi

Aloeides lutescens 

Aloeides egerides 

Aloeides juana 

Aloeides thyra thyra

Aloeides orientis*

Aloeides nubilus 

Aloeides grandis*

Aloeides quickelbergi

Aloeides bamptoni
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Aloeides dicksoni 

Aloeides dryas

Aloeides simplex 

Aloeides dentatis dentatis
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Aloeides simplex (dryas) subgroup 
 
This subgroup should be the simplex subgroup, not dryas subgroup, as this is the oldest species 
described. There are a few misidentifications in the barcoding so until these have been resolved 
some of the results may not be accurate. 
 
The following species and subspecies are included in the simplex subgroup: 
 

Aloeides simplex 
Aloeides argenteus 
Aloeides tearei 
Aloeides nollothi 
Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Aloeides rossouwi 
Aloeides titei 
Aloeides rileyi 
Aloeides mullini 
Aloeides dryas 
Aloeides penningtoni 
Aloeides dicksoni 
Aloeides caffrariae 

 
(Note. A. rileyi has not been assessed yet and is included in this subgroup provisionally. The 
photographs of the A. rileyi in the Afrotropical Butterflies from Sehonghong Valley, Lesotho 
appears to be Aloeides mbuluensis. The A. bamptoni male in the Afrotropical Butterflies is A. 
nollothi)  
 
This subgroup can be further divided between two biomes, the western dry desert biome, and the 
eastern wetter grassland biome. The western taxa are simplex, argenteus, tearei and nollothi. 
These taxa have the underside hindwing spotting largely conforming to the smaller spotted type. 
The eastern grassland species can further be divided into central and eastern escarpment.  
 
The central species would be dentatis, rossouwi, titei and rileyi. These species have the hindwing 
underside spotting enlarged and somewhat coalesced. 
 
The eastern escarpment taxa are dryas, penningtoni, dicksoni and caffrariae, these have the 
hindwing underside spotting coalesced, often into indistinct patches.  
 
The outlier far to the north is mullini, which has the underside spotting enlarged and somewhat 
coalesced. 
 
Aloeides mullini, A. rossouwi, A. tearei, A. argenteus and A. rileyi have still to be barcoded. 
Aloeides titei and A. d. maseruna have not been barcoded from topotypical material and are 
therefore misidentified. A. dryas has been barcoded from Barberton, which is not typical A. dryas.  
 
The Aloeides are a complex genus particularly prone to misidentification. 
When doing my original classification in 1993 one of the basic premises was that no two species in 
a group would be sympatric. This stems from collecting three thyra-group species on Hele 
Mountain near Wakkerstroom in Mpumalanga; A. oreas, A. titei (type locality) and A. merces (type 
locality). I believe this premise will prove to be sound as this research unfolds. 
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Barcoding 
 
Regarding the barcoding analysis. If the results of the data capture are correct, then little 
taxonomic value can be gleaned therefrom. If two so clearly different species as Aloeides simplex 
and Aloeides dryas differ by 0.30% then there is no question that this would be the standard to 
work on for speciation. Also, Aloeides simplex and Aloeides dentatis dentatis are two of the 
earliest described species and clearly recognized over a hundred years ago and they differ by 
0.46%. I do believe that more work needs to be done as I would be loath to accept such results as 
taxonomically relevant. The fact that Aloeides dentatis maseruna, which is at best a subspecies of 
Aloeides dentatis, can apparently differ from it by 1.37% while the above two species differ by 
0.30% indicates to me that things are not as they seem. I must state however that the maseruna 
specimens used for barcoding are not topotypical and have probably been misidentified and are a 
different species altogether. Similarly, the dryas specimens from Barberton and Dirkiesdorp are 
also not typical and must be treated with caution. Unfortunately, while these barcoding results may 
help to define groups, they cannot be entirely accepted for taxonomic species differentiation, 
although significant differences would lead to taxonomic research and possible new species 
descriptions. 
 

 
 
The three species in question, simplex, dentatis and dryas are the three most northern taxa of the 
thyra group, besides the three other northern taxa of the simplex sub-group which have not been 
barcoded, and all reside in different biomes. There must be a logical explanation as to the lack of 
difference in the barcoding of these three distinct species. It should not entirely be the 
inadequacies of phylogenetics, which while still in its infancy has shown to be useful in taxonomy.  
From a morphological perspective these three species are the most distinctive taxa in the thyra-
group, along with barklyi, and therefore may be considered the oldest. All the other more southern 
species can be seen to be derived from one of these three taxa. Barcoding seems to indicate the 
exact opposite.  
 
At this stage, until good answers are received from the geneticists, we can only surmise as to the 
reasons for these anomalies. Perhaps a species separated from its ancestral base experiments 
with considerable genetic variation because of the environmental pressures trying to adapt the 
taxon, once adapted perhaps it loses this genetic experimentation and reverts to a more basic 
genome. Perhaps the northern populations came about in one single event where a superspecies 
evolved over a large area with a large population. This superspecies then adapted morphologically 
to their new environments quickly. The biomes being desert for simplex, steppe grassland for 
dentatis and montane grassland for dryas. It could also be possible that the larger size of the 
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397 Aloeides  maseruna* 0.00% 1.22% 1.22% 1.06% 1.52% 1.52% 1.82% 1.37% 1.67% 1.82% 1.82% 2.28% 3.19% 4.26% 5.15%

401 Aloeides titei 1.22% 0.00% 0.61% 1.37% 1.52% 1.52% 1.82% 1.67% 1.67% 1.82% 1.82% 2.28% 2.89% 4.10% 4.84%

338 Aloeides penningtoni 1.22% 0.61% 0.00% 1.37% 1.52% 1.52% 1.82% 1.67% 1.67% 1.82% 1.22% 2.28% 2.74% 3.80% 4.52%

452 Aloeides nollothi 1.06% 1.37% 1.37% 0.00% 1.06% 1.06% 1.37% 1.22% 1.22% 1.67% 1.37% 1.52% 2.74% 3.80% 4.68%

412 Aloeides dryas 1.52% 1.52% 1.52% 1.06% 0.00% 0.30% 0.61% 0.46% 0.46% 1.52% 1.82% 2.28% 2.28% 3.34% 3.90%

413 Aloeides simplex 1.52% 1.52% 1.52% 1.06% 0.30% 0.00% 0.61% 0.46% 0.46% 1.82% 1.82% 2.28% 2.58% 3.65% 4.21%

416 Aloeides dicksoni 1.82% 1.82% 1.82% 1.37% 0.61% 0.61% 0.00% 0.76% 0.15% 2.13% 2.13% 2.58% 2.89% 3.95% 4.52%

427 Aloeides dentatis dentatis 1.37% 1.67% 1.67% 1.22% 0.46% 0.46% 0.76% 0.00% 0.61% 1.98% 1.98% 2.43% 2.74% 3.80% 4.37%

508 Aloeides caffrariae 1.67% 1.67% 1.67% 1.22% 0.46% 0.46% 0.15% 0.61% 0.00% 1.98% 1.98% 2.43% 2.74% 3.80% 4.37%

436 Aloeides pallida littoralis 1.82% 1.82% 1.82% 1.67% 1.52% 1.82% 2.13% 1.98% 1.98% 0.00% 1.82% 1.98% 2.58% 4.41% 4.68%

492 Aloeides caledoni 1.82% 1.52% 1.22% 1.37% 1.82% 1.82% 2.13% 1.98% 1.98% 1.82% 0.00% 1.98% 2.43% 3.95% 4.52%

419 Aloeides thyra thyra 2.28% 2.28% 2.28% 1.52% 2.28% 2.28% 2.58% 2.43% 2.43% 1.98% 1.98% 0.00% 3.04% 4.71% 4.99%

400 Aloeides vansoni 3.19% 2.89% 2.74% 2.74% 2.28% 2.58% 2.89% 2.74% 2.74% 2.58% 2.43% 3.04% 0.00% 4.26% 4.37%

450 Aloeides arida 4.26% 4.10% 3.80% 3.80% 3.34% 3.65% 3.95% 3.80% 3.80% 4.41% 3.95% 4.71% 4.26% 0.00% 4.52%

418 Aloeides barklyi 5.15% 4.84% 4.52% 4.68% 3.90% 4.21% 4.52% 4.37% 4.37% 4.68% 4.52% 4.99% 4.37% 4.52% 0.00%

PATTERNED 

RUSSETS 

COMPARISON 

GRID
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populations resulted in a deficit in genetic variability. Smaller populations have a more effective 
genetic drift than larger populations.  
 
Why there is little genetic variability in our northern taxa will have to be discussed when more data 
is available. But there must be an explanation to accept the data as valid.  
It will be interesting to see how Aloeides mullini, Aloeides tearei and Aloeides argenteus compare 
when these taxa have been barcoded. Also, true titei, maseruna and dryas will be interesting when 
barcoded. It must be made clear that only topotypical material should be considered a confirmed 
species and barcoding of this data is essential. Species which do not have proper topotypical 
localities, such as simplex and dentatis, must be designated topotypical localities for future 
reference.  
 
Aloeides stevensoni and Aloeides mcmasteri, which were discussed in a previous article by 
Etienne Terblanche, are in a similar situation with stevensoni and mcmasteri being the most 
northern species of the Almeida sub-group but with very little barcode variation. They too inhabit 
different biomes with mcmasteri being in nama and succulent karoo and stevensoni being in high 
altitude grassland. Why should the most northern taxon of each of these distinct Aloeides groups 
have so similar barcoding?  
 
Until we come to a better understanding of the situation regarding these clearly distinct species 
which do not show a large variation in barcoding, we should not allow it to influence the value of 
the other barcoding data. We must be aware that a taxonomic species should have various 
avenues of evidence before a new species is described. I would not like to describe a species on a 
single barcode if no other evidence is available (This has already been done in the Aphnaeinae 
and when you now collect some Cigaritis specimens in West Africa you must have them all 
barcoded to find our which species you have collected, in fact no description or picture was given 
in the paper as there was no difference from the described species). Similarly, we must not allow a 
small variance in the barcoding to affect the veracity of clearly distinct species.  
 
Current barcoding variance between the various species of the simplex subgroup range from 
1,82% between dicksoni and penningtoni to 0.15% between dicksoni and caffrariae. The strange 
thing is that penningtoni and titei, which are clearly the links between the northern three taxa and 
the southern two, have distinct barcodes of more than 1.5%. Such anomalies are unacceptable 
taxonomically. 
 
The other apparently anomalous group within the thyra-group is the single taxon, allegedly distinct, 
Aloeides caledoni, which is another puzzle.  
 
Two groups on the thyra-group branch are the sympatric Namaqualand species Aloeides barklyi 
and Aloeides arida. These taxa are apparently older than the rest of the thyra-group according to 
the barcoding. From a purely taxonomic aspect I would say that the blue colouration of the 
upperside of barklyi is an apomorphic (derived) character and that the underside hindwings of both 
arida and barklyi exhibit distinctive ochreous patches, perhaps another apomorphy?  
 
Biogeography 
 
None of the simplex sub-group occur in the Fynbos biome.  The simplex subgroup can be found in 
the Desert, Succulent Karoo, Nama Karoo, Savanna, Grassland, Albany Thicket, and Indian 
Ocean Coastal Belt biomes.  
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Altitude 
 
Another aspect of population dynamics exhibited by various Lycaenid genera is that as they have 
exclusive colonial and habitat requirements, certainly present in the simplex subgroup. These 
habitat requirements in the African context result in the habitats increasing in altitude as they move 
northwards towards the equator. In the simplex subgroup, the most southern representative is 
caffrariae which is on the coast in the Eastern Cape and going northwards, penningtoni can be 
found near the coast in KwaZulu-Natal, from there dryas and titei rise in altitude with the 
escarpment to between 1,200 and 1,900masl in Mpumalanga and Limpopo, and finally in the 
Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe mullini is only found around 2,500masl. 
 
Life histories 
 
The species with similar barcodes also exhibit different larval 
foodplant preferences and oviposition. Aloeides simplex larvae feed 
on Melolobium microphyllum, Aloeides dentatis feeds on Hermannia 
depressa at Ruimsig, Roodepoort. Aloeides dentatis has been found 
at other localities, such as Boons in North West Province and 
Heilbron in the Free State, on what was identified as Hermannia 
jacobeifolia, but the distribution of this species does not tally with 
SANBI so this will have to be changed to Hermannia species. It has 
also been found on Lotononis eriantha on the top of the hills at 
Suikerbosrand in Gauteng while on the nearby flats it is on 
Hermannia depressa. Aloeides dryas feeds on Lotononis species. 
Aloeides sp. near titei also feeds on Lotononis 
and Aloeides caffrariae feeds on Aspalathus. 
Aloeides simplex, Aloeides sp. near titei and 
Aloeides caffrariae all lay their eggs in the soil at 
the base of the foodplant. Aloeides sp. near titei 
certainly lays a single egg and probably the others 
do as well. Aloeides dentatis always lays two eggs 
next to each other on the underside of the leaf of 
the foodplant. These are more taxonomic 
differences not evident in the barcodes. Aloeides 
nollothi also has a different foodplant, Roepera 
flexuosa, Roepera sp. as well as Hermannia sp.  
 
What influence the various foodplants and 
oviposition have on speciation could be assessed 
if we had more data. The Aloeides are 
myrmecophilous (ant associated), the ant 
recorded for the simplex subgroup is Lepisiota 
species, for A. dentatis dentatis it was identified at 
Lepisiota capensis. 
 
  

Lepisiota capensis 

Map of Lotononis distribution in Africa is like that of the 

Aloeides 
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Genitalia 
 
The male genitalia in the Aloeides are generally similar as are the male genitalia of the related 
genus Chrysoritis. This does not mean there are not differences between species. An example is 
the previously mentioned northern Aloeides with similar barcodes, stevensoni and mcmasteri. 
These two species differ in that mcmasteri has cornuti on both sides of the aedeagus whereas 
stevensoni only has cornuti on the right side. The simplex subgroup shows small differences 
although some differences are readily discernable. A more detailed analysis of all species is 
required. 
 
Interesting features include the shape of the valves and furca of the four western species which 
exhibit differences, particularly the proportionally larger dorsal lobe of the valve of argenteus. Also, 
the pointed tip of the dorsal lobe in mullini. However more specimens need to be examined to 
confirm these and other differences evident in Fig. 6. 
 
Species analysis  
 
Aloeides simplex (Trimen, 1893) 
The recorded type locality is Port Nolloth which is a false locality. It occurs in the Savanna Biome 
among desert dunes, particularly red dunes and can apparently be found in Namibia (a very old 
probably unreliable record from the 19th century) to near the Okavango Delta in Botswana, 
southwards through the Kalahari into South Africa to near Prieska, Northern Cape.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Aloeides argenteus Henning & Henning, 1994 
Occurs in the desert biome. Found in the dry rocky riverbeds in Kaokoland, Namibia, on the road 
to Mowe Bay bordering the coastal dunes of the Skeleton Coast. The type locality is Ganias River, 
near Sima Hills. 
 
Aloeides tearei Henning & Henning, 1982  
Occurs in Nama Karoo Biome in Namibia from Aus to near Windhoek. The type locality is Aus. 
The species is often found on dark rocky ridges.  
 
  

The foodplant of Aloeides simplex, Melolobium 
microphyllum 

Distribution of Genus Melolobium in Africa 
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Aloeides nollothi Tite & Dickson, 1977 
Occurs in Succulent Karoo biome. A coastal species 
from Port Nolloth to Groenriviermond in the Northern 
Cape. Occurs in habitat adjacent to the beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aloeides dentatis dentatis (Swierstra, 1909)  
Occurs in the Grassland Biome on the central plateau steppe. Colonies are found in flat grassland 
habitat, but they have also been recorded on hills. The type locality is Waterval Onder, which is 
apparently referring to a waterfall somewhere in Gauteng, perhaps near Pretoria where Swierstra 
lived. The evidence being that Metisella meninx had been recorded from the same locality at the 
same time.  
 
A search for nominate dentatis at Waterval Onder in Mpumalanga proved fruitless as it is in the 
lowveld, in bushveld. The high mountain above it, much closer to Machadodorp, resulted in the 
taxon near titei being discovered at Slaaihoek.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Roepera flexuosa is one of the foodplants of A. nollothi. 

 

Hermannia depressa, Aloeides dentatis dentatis foodplant at 
Roodepoort. 

Distribution of Hermannia depressa in South Africa 

Lotononis eriantha is a foodplant of Aloeides dentatis 
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Aloeides dentatis maseruna (Riley, 1938) 
Occurs in the Grassland Biome on the central plateau steppe. Most localities have been found in 
flat grassland often near wetlands. The type locality is Maseru, Lesotho. The veracity of the 
various colonies of nominate and subspecies maseruna must be in question as there is little 
geographic distinction. 
 
The taxon from Witsieshoek Hotel in the Drakenberg apparently has been misidentified as 
maseruna, it is likely to be a new species. 
 
Aloeides rossouwi Henning & Henning, 1982 
Occurs in the Grassland Biome on the central escarpment in Sekhukhuneland. The type locality is 
Stoffberg, Mpumalanga. The habitat is rocky gullies above Protea covered slopes on the east 
facing escarpment. It has not been seen at the type locality for many years. 
 
Aloeides titei Henning, 1987  
Occurs in the Grassland Biome on the central escarpment on the Mpumalanga/Kwazulu-Natal 
border. The type locality is Kastrol Nek near Wakkerstroom. It inhabits high altitude grassland 
along rocky ridges.The taxa from Slaaihoek near Machadodorp and Verlorenvallei near Dullstroom 
are not really titei. They were given the name titei because we did not want to separate it as a 
“species near titei” in the Atlas. 
 
Aloeides rileyi Tite & Dickson, 1976 
Occurs in the Grassland Biome on the central escarpment of the Lesotho Highlands. The type 
locality is Buthe Buthe in Lesotho. It flies at high altitude grassland along rocky ridges. It may not 
belong to this group, and we will only know when the barcoding is done. 
 
Aloeides mullini Henning & Henning, 1996 
Occurs in the Grassland Biome of the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe. Extremely high-altitude 
specialist at about 2,500masl. They fly in grassland on rocky ridges. They apparently only emerge 
early in the season during August and September. Also, no barcoding yet. 
 
Aloeides dryas Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Occurs in the Grassland Biome from the Zoutpansberg in Limpopo Province to Swaziland and 
apparently the inselberg above Dirkiesdorp. Records from Wakkerstroom are possibly 
misidentifications of A. titei although, as the barcoding of the two species are possibly distinct, we 
can determine if they are sympatric in this region. The type locality is Shiluvane, Limpopo. They fly 
in grassland along rocky ridges often near or on the peaks. Specimens to the south from 
Barberton and Dirkiesdorp are not typical and may be a different species. 
 
Aloeides penningtoni Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Occurs in the Indian Ocean coastal belt and adjacent grassland biomes. The type locality is 
Gillitts, Durban in KwaZulu-Natal. It is found in KwaZulu-Natal and the adjacent Eastern Cape 
Province. Flies in colonies in grassland from near the coast to the midlands and foothills of the 
Drakensberg. 
 
Aloeides dicksoni Henning, 1987 
Occurs in high altitude grassland and nama karoo biomes in the Eastern Cape, which can be quite 
arid. The type locality is Cradock. Flies in colonies on rocky arid ridges. 
 
Aloeides caffrariae Henning, 1987 
Occurs in Indian Ocean coastal and Albany thicket biomes on the coast in the Eastern Cape. The 
type locality is Quinera River, East London. Flies in small colonies in short grassland near the 
coast and inland. 
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Distribution of Aspalathus spinosa, possibly the foodplant of 
Aloeides caffrariae. 

 

Distribution of the Aloeides simplex subgroup 
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Fig 1. Aloeides. Upperside above, undersides below; ♂, ♀: Top left A. argenteus, Sima Hills (Paratypes). Top right A. simplex, ♂ 
Uppington, ♀ Witsand Nature Reserve. Bottom left A. tearei, ♂ Aus (Paratype), ♀ Aus/Luderitz. Bottom right A. nollothi, ♂ 

Hondeklip Bay (Paratype), ♀ McDougall’s Bay (Paratype). 
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Fig 2. Aloeides. Upperside above, undersides below; ♂, ♀: Top left A. dentatis dentatis, ♂ Suikerbosrand, ♀ Witpoortjie 
(Roodepoort).  Top right A. dentatis maseruna, ♂, ♀ Heilbron. Bottom left A. rossouwi, ♂, ♀ Stoffberg (Paratypes). Bottom right A. 

rileyi, ♂, ♀ Golden Gate. 
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Fig 3. Aloeides. Upperside above, undersides below; ♂, ♀: Top left A. titei, ♂, ♀ Wakkerstroom (Paratypes). Top right A. mullini, 
♂, ♀ Nyanga (Paratypes). Bottom left A. near titei, ♂, ♀ Slaaihoek (Machadodorp). Bottom right A. near titei, ♂, ♀ Verlorenvalei 

(Dullstroom). 
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Fig 4. Aloeides. Upperside above, undersides below; ♂, ♀: Top left A. dryas, ♂, ♀ Wolkberg. Top right A. penningtoni, ♂, ♀ 
Balgowan. Bottom left A. dicksoni, ♂, ♀ Cradock (Paratypes). Bottom right A. caffrariae, ♂, ♀ East London (Paratypes). 

 

Fig. 5. Aloeides species near maseruna 

 
♂ Qwa Qwa Mountain 
(Upper and underside) 

 

♀ Phuthaditjhaba, Witsieshoek Hotel  
(Upper and underside) 
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Fig 6. Aloeides. Male genitalia of the simplex subgroup. 
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Conclusion - Aloeides simplex subgroup 
 
As can be seen the Aloeides, particularly the thyra-group, are quite complex and much work is still 
to be done in this project before any definitive results can be published. However, some interesting 
data may lead to more species being described. The current species and subspecies should all be 
retained as no compelling evidence has been presented to the contrary. I believe reproductively 
isolated and described species are essential for conservation research and any attempts to stifle 
conservation should be strongly rejected. 
 
Due to the confusion in using non-topotypical material in the barcoding I propose that taxa well out 
of its topotypical zone be given nominal names to identify them. The following would apply to the 
simplex subgroup: 
 

Aloeides titei from Slaaihoek, Machadodorp = Aloeides slaaihoek 
Aloeides titei from Verlorenvalei, Dullstroom = Aloeides dullstroom 
Aloeides species near maseruna from Witsieshoek = Aloeides qwaqwa 
Aloeides dryas from Barberton = Aloeides barberton 
Aloeides dryas from Dirkiesdorp = Aloeides dirkies 
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Semuliki (Scott Forbes) 
 
Scott Forbes is developing a cell phone application for identifying butterflies at Semuliki National 
Park, Uganda.   
 
The following images indicate some screenshots from the App, that will focus on the fruit-feeding 
butterfly assemblage of Semuliki National Park. With the increasing likelihood of implementing a 
long-term monitoring programme at Semuliki soon, in collaboration with UWA (Uganda Wildlife 
Authority) it was clear that an identification app was necessary. This can now easily be used in the 
field to identify difficult species that make up some of the 6 genera listed here, around 85% of the 
total fruit-feeding assemblage at Semuliki. 
 
As it has been developed using Flutter it can be used on either Android or IOS platforms and is 
connected to a Cloud Firestore Database. The database (specifically created for Semuliki 
Butterflies) allows the app to save any uploaded images taken by the phone or via the app itself 
that may require further ID confirmation. The app can be easily modified for any protected areas 
butterfly species or specific genus that may require identification. It is useable offline. 
 

 

Image 1 Image 2 Image 3 
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Functionality takes three forms – presented on image 1 - home screen. 
 
Identify a species: 
Identify a species from 6 genera: Euphaedra, Bebearia, Cymothoe, Bicyclus, Euriphene and 
Charaxes (Image 2 and 3, this screen is scrollable). Choosing a species (Image 4, scrollable) by 
tapping on a species image will then show the selected species (Image 5) male and female upper 
and underside: B. abesa here is the example. There is extra space if there are any species colour 
forms. 
 
Upload an image:  
This can be captured in the field and uploaded in real time (Image 6) if there is a network, or an 
image can be taken in the field and then uploaded later from the cameras image gallery if there is 
no network in the field. 
 
Connect to semulikibutterflies.com website: 
If further id clarification is required and there is a network, then the app can connect to the website 
and a species search can bring up other species images. 
 
Usage 
This is an app that has been developed and will be distributed free for the fieldworkers that will be 
monitoring the fruit-feeding assemblage at Semuliki. The app can also be easily modified if 
feedback from fieldworkers suggests a more efficient method. Of course, it can also be easily 
modified for any area as previously stated. If anyone is interested in this then let me know. 
  

Image 4 Image 5 Image 6 
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Images 
Images are either museum-images taken by me from The Museum of Central Africa in Tervuren in 
Belgium where I was given kind permission to use these on a non-commercial basis. Further trips 
to Tervuren are planned (covid dependent) for both better image quality and also for species that I 
don’t have museum images for. Where I have non-museum images, the images used will have 
been taken by me in the field from previous work on the fruit-feeding assemblage at Semuliki. I 
have also been granted kind permission to use images from ‘The Butterflies of the World’ series 
published by Goecke, Evers and Keltern. 
 
Thanks 
I’d like to express thanks to Mr Taha Butt (www.fiverr.com) who developed the image upload 
functionality and tidied up my coding allowing for a smooth app process. 

 
A further Insect Apocalypse story 
 
The following article was posted on Facebook by Steve Woodhall. It was published in the 
Guardian and paints a chilling picture of crashing insect populations. Research in Europe indicates 
that common, widespread butterflies have reduced in abundance by 50% over the last 50 years. 
The figures for rare, habitat specialists are even worse; 75% of these butterflies may have 
disappeared.  
 
My gut feel is that the situation in South Africa is not quite as bad, but the impact could easily be 
50% of that indicated by the European research. 
 
If insects disappear, so will humans. 

 
The world will grind to a halt without insects 

 
Somkhanda (Mark Liptrot) 
 
Mark Liptrot undertook a butterfly-survey of Somkhanda Game Reserve in early July. Somkhanda 
is a community-owned Big 5 game reserve located in northern Zululand, occupying 12 000 
hectares of rolling hills and natural bushland habitat. Mark recorded 42 species of butterfly, 
including ten new records for the quarter-degree quadrant. A link to Mark’s report is attached 
below: 
 

Somkhanda 
 

  

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
Somkhanda, KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

Colotis ione 
Somkhanda, KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

Nepheronia buquetii buquetii 
Somkhanda, KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

http://www.fiverr.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/25/the-insect-apocalypse-our-world-will-grind-to-a-halt-without-them?fbclid=IwAR0A4GeZGvEj9uDgg-tCj5dLXQVkejN5S7c4ETCJnAR3tVO5QpGyRW6ZfjA
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vphn8wy8neba8su/Somkhanda%20-%20Mark%20Liptrot.pdf?dl=0
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Summertime in the UK 
 
In July the sun finally came out in England and Chris Dobson took the following pictures: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chalkhill Blues 
 
Alan Heath forwarded an amazing photo of Chalkhill Blue (Lysandra coridon) swarming on a dog-
poo at Therfield Field, UK. I had a similar experience with a butterfly-cluster (including Lysandra 
coridon) swarming on damp ground in the Pyrenees in June 2017. 
 

  

Argynnis aglaja  
Nolton Haven, Pembrokeshire 

Chris Dobson 

Argynnis paphia  
Stackpole, Pembrokeshire 

Chris Dobson 

Melanargia galathea  
Daneway Inn, Cotswolds 

Chris Dobson 

Plebejus argus  
Stackpole Pembrokeshire  

Chris Dobson 

Lysandra coridon  
Fackenden Down Sevenoaks 

Chris Dobson 

Phengaris arion  
Daneway Inn Cotswolds 

Chris Dobson 

Left: 
Lydandra coridon 
(Alan Heath) 
 
Right: 
European 
butterfly cluster 
(Jeremy Dobson) 
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Lepidopterology Forum 
 
Philip Morland is a keen and passionate amateur lepidopterist based in the UK. He recently retired 
and is trying to establish a global online community and resource centre for those interested in the 
study of Butterflies and Moths.  
 
Philip wishes to know whether any of you would consider joining the forum? It's free and always 
will be. Members can post their own topics, comment on existing posts, ask questions, debate, 
upload photos, videos and documents, keep in touch with like-minded individuals and share 
discoveries and experiences.  
 
Although the project is relatively new, it has the potential to become an extremely useful resource 
if enough people participate.  
 
Under the Resources section you will see a link to several international Lepidopterists’ Society’s 
websites, including LepSoc Africa. 
 
To access the site, click on the link below, Join and Login. 
 

lepidopterology.org 
 
Philip may be contacted at philip.morland@lepidopterology.org 

 

Wahroonga 
 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s Adrian Armstrong (a LepSoc Africa 
member) notes that Wahroonga has been proclaimed as 
Uvemvane Nature Reserve (Butterfly/Moth Nature Reserve). 
Thule Nature Reserve (Constantia) was also proclaimed on the 
same date (15 July 2021).  
 
This site, one of the few places where Karkloof Cupid 
(Orachrysops ariadne) may be found, was purchased by LepSoc 
Africa’s Charles and Julia Botha several years ago and 
subsequently donated to KZN Wildlife. 
  

Orachrysops ariadne 
Jeremy Dobson 

http://lepidopterology.org/online-forum
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/philip.morland@lepidopterology.org
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Butterflies of Botswana  
(Jeremy Dobson, Mark Williams and Steve Collins) 
 
The book is complete and is being printed by LepSoc Africa’s Andrew Mayer. 
 
THE BUTTERFLIES OF BOTSWANA AND THEIR NATURAL HISTORY has been produced from 
a manuscript prepared by the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torben’s inimitable style. All 
taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the book includes the latest English names 
for the 279 species recorded from Botswana. All profits – at least from the first print run – will be 
donated to LepSoc Africa. 
 
Torben’s manuscript was based on his findings over the years that that he lived in Botswana 
(1989-1992); he had pretty much completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated 
however and there have been numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many 
highly intelligent people, Torben could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: 
knocking this book into shape has been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the 
assistance of my co-authors, especially Mark who has edited the text and helped me with the 
illustrations. To give the book a clean and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens 
(taken from Afrotropical Butterflies) and “cut-out” images of live butterflies. 
 
Books may be ordered from me (jchdobson@gmail.com) and are on sale for R550 for the regular 
soft cover or R850 for a hard-cover special boxed edition. This is exceptional value for an 
illustrated A4 sized book of over 200 pages! 
 

 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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An African Butterfly cell phone application 
(Mark Williams and Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Most of you will be familiar with Afrotropical Butterflies, a comprehensive and up to date 
encyclopaedia of African butterflies, which is freely available to LepSoc Africa members via the 
LepSoc Africa or Metamorphosis websites. 
 
The encyclopaedia has been compiled over many years by Mark Williams and, while it is an 
incredibly useful resource, Mark and I both believe it could be used even more widely, by a larger 
audience. For example, how about identifying a Euphaedra flying on a forest path in Gabon, by 
simply referring to your cell phone?  Well, this will soon be possible. 
 
We have approached Herman van den Berg of BirdPro fame and Herman has agreed to develop 
the App, which will be released in several packages (Herman also produced Warwick Tarboton’s 
fabulous “Dragonflies and Damselflies of South Africa”). 
 
The first module “150 Butterflies” will be an introductory package, featuring 150 of Africa’s most 
common, well-known or representative butterflies. Thereafter, you will be able to purchase 
“Hesperiidae”, “Pieridae” and so on, until you have a complete set of interactive cell phone Apps at 
your fingertips. Obviously, there is a lot of work before this becomes a reality, but we hope to 
release “150 Butterflies” this year. 
 

 
 

Size

Medium (wingspan 30 to 50 mm)

Key features

The blue policeman is quite a common 

butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is

very powerful and specimens settle on 

the underside of leaves.  It is rather 

reluctant to fly and is usually only seen 

when disturbed from its roost in dense 

forest (Larsen, 1991c).  Both sexes feed 

from flowers on forest edges or along 

forest roads, especially in the early 

morning, late afternoon or on dull days.

Habitat 

Occurs in the dense undergrowth of 

both primary and secondary forest.  

Images Distribution Information Sightings

Coeliades chalybe
(Westwood, [1852])

Blue Policeman

Policeman, Blue150 Butterflies

A

Coeliades chalybe

Blue Policeman B

C

Coeliades forestan forestan D

Striped Policeman

E

F

Pyrrhochalcia iphis iphis

Giant Policeman G

H

J

Afrogegenes letterstedti  

Brown Dodger K

L

Borbo borbonica borbonica M

Olive-haired Swift

P

R

Gegenes pumilio gambica

Dark Dodger T

U

Pelopidas thrax V

White-branded Swift 

Y

HESPERIIDAE - COELIADINAE - Policemen

HESPERIIDAE - HESPERIINAE - Dodgers, Swifts, Hoppers

SmartSearch

Search by name

Location Settings Help & About Sightings

AFROTROPICAL

BUTTERFLIES

Smart Search Species List

150 Butterflies
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The above illustrations do not represent functional pages but should at least give you some idea of 
what the App will look like.  
 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you require further information. 

  

Images Distribution Information Sightings

Policeman, Blue

Images Distribution Information Sightings

(male, underside)

Coeliades chalybe chalybe

Coeliades chalybe chalybe

(female, upperside)

Policeman, Blue

Coeliades chalybe chalybe

(male, upperside)

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Metamorphosis news 
 
Dave Edge has applied to the DHET (Department of Higher Education and Training) for inclusion 
of Metamorphosis in the list of accredited South African journals. This will enable South African 
authors who publish in Metamorphosis to obtain National Research Foundation (NRF) funding; we 
have high hopes that this time we will succeed. 
 
A parallel application to African Journals On Line (AJOL) has been accepted. This will enable 
Metamorphosis articles to receive a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), which will make the articles far 
more accessible to researchers. The first article with a DOI has been published in Volume 32 and 
we intend to retrospectively add DOI’s to earlier articles. 
 
Another milestone is that Metamorphosis has been accepted for indexing by two of the Clarivate 
indices - Web of Science and Zoological Record.  
 
Slowly but surely, Metamorphosis is gaining the recognition that it deserves. 
 

Tax exemption 
 
LepSoc Africa have applied to become a Section 18A approved organisation. Once this is 
formalised, we will be able to issue tax-exemption certificates to anyone making a donation to the 
Society.  

 
Position Papers (Steve Woodhall) 

I’ve seen no comments regarding the following documents, which were posted in July’s newsletter. 
On the principle that silence is acquiescence, these position papers will be incorporated by 
LepSoc Africa if there are no comments before 01 October. 

Steve Woodhall has written a series of Position Papers, covering a variety of topics.  

LepSoc Africa Council would like to adopt these as formal LSA policy documents, to be included in 
our Handbook. 

We would first like our members to read the documents and to revert with any comments; the 
Position Papers may be viewed via the links below: 

Commercial dealing in Lepidoptera 

Collecting Lepidoptera 

Photographing Lepidoptera 

Urban biodiversity 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dscfyqmk0tgb6cg/Position%20paper%20on%20commercial%20use%20of%20lepidoptera.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/128hi6x092ktvgr/Position%20paper%20on%20lepidoptera%20collecting.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ktd41m11hss41zd/Position%20paper%20on%20lepidoptera%20photography.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i6krkce56rhj1l3/Position%20paper%20on%20urban%20biodiversity.pdf?dl=0
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Useful plants and trees (Jono Francis) 
 
Jono Francis posted this advice to the Zimbabwe WhatsApp, which I’ve reproduced here. The 
article lists some useful plants and trees and some of the butterflies that you can rear on them: 
 
Clausena anisata (Horsewood): Papilio ophidicephalis, P. nireus, P. dardanus and P. echeroides 
(Swallowtails). The perfect understory tree. 
 
Lepisanthes senegalensis (Lepisanthes): Several Charaxes species as well as Foresters and a 
few Hesperiids (Skippers). An entire genus of lyacenid butterflies feed on the fruit these are known 
as the playboys! A gorgeous tree that looks like a litchi tree with stunning crimson red leaves for a 
few months of the year. The fruit are much sought after by birds. 
 
Ekebergia capensis (Cape Ash): White-barred Charaxes (Charaxes brutus). A common species of 
Emperor butterfly around Harare. Fruit are much sought after by birds and bats.  
 
Croton sylvaticus (Forest croton): Green-veined Charaxes (Charaxes candiope). Another common 
stunning species of Emperor butterfly around Harare. Like the White-barred Charaxes, they will be 
avid visitors to bait stations! They are big and they are beautiful.  
 
Afzelia quanzensis (Pod Mahogany): An absolute must in the garden as many species of 
exotically coloured Emperors utilize this as a host plant. A number of these must be planted. They 
are a gorgeous hardwood with very attractive seeds which local people make necklaces from. The 
flowers are very sweetly scented.  
 
Combretum apiculatum (Forest Burning Bush): an absolute essential liana for the butterfly haven. 
Hostplant of the Forest Glade Nymph (Aterica galene) and the Policeman Skipper. Produces the 
most gorgeous red fiery bloom starting in mid-June finishing end of July. Many species of lycaenid 
(blues) breed on the seed pods.  
 
Combretum microphyllum (Burning Bush): an absolute essential liana for a butterfly garden. 
Produces fiery red blooms which make the tree or bush they are covering look like it’s on fire!  
Flowering time is September to October. Host plant of Forest Glade Nymph as well as the 
Policeman Skipper and Light Ciliate Blue (Anthene liodes).  
 
Paullinia pinnata (Paullinia): a gorgeous understory creeper which is host plant for several 
Charaxes, notably the Violet-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes violetta) as well as the Gold Banded 
forester (Euphaedra neophron)! 
 
Deinbolia xanthocarpa (Northern Soap Berry): an absolutely essential plant to have in any butterfly 
garden! It’s a shrub to small tree which many species of butterfly breed on including the fruit! Host 
plant of Forest Queen (Charaxes wakefieldi) and Gold banded Forester. The fruit are much sought 
after by many species of bird and are used by many species of playboy butterflies!  
 
Acacia schweinfurthii (River Climbing Acacia): a creeping acacia with serious thorns. Very good 
for protection against intruders as is impenetrable. The flowers are stunning white pom-poms and 
are hosts to many species of blues. The gorgeous polymorphic Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes 
zoolina) relishes it as a host plant and are almost guaranteed members of the butterfly garden.  
 
Albizia gummifera (Smooth Bark Flat-crown): Many species of Charaxes (Emperors) utilize this 
tree as a host plant. It’s a beautifully shaped dark green forest tree which makes up most of the 
forests in the Eastern highlands.  
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Syzygium cordatum / S. guineense (Water-berry) : Either species are an attractive garden tree 
which produce edible fruit. The Silver-barred Charaxes (Charaxes druceanus) utilizes the tree as a 
host plant. The flowers are visited by bees and many other butterflies which capitalize on the 
sweet nectar.  
 
Peltophorum africanum (Weeping Wattle): a tree with dashing yellow flowers. The gorgeous Bush 
Scarlet (Axiocerses amanga), Van Son's Charaxes (Charaxes vansoni) and Satyr Charaxes 
(Charaxes ethalion) breed on the tree.  
 
Brachystegia spiciformes (Msasa): a stunning tree best representing Zimbabwe. Many species of 
butterfly use the Msasa as a host plant notably the Blue-spangled (Charaxes guderiana) and 
Flame-bordered Charaxes (Charaxes protoclea). A host of magnificent lycaenids also breed on 
the leaves, twigs and flowers. Alternative trees are Julbernardia globiflora and Brachystegia 
boehmii. 
 
Blighia unijugata (Triangle Tops): a magnificent forest tree which should be called the butterfly 
candy tree! A host of exotically coloured Charaxes, Forest Queens and Skippers breed on the 
dark green leaves of the tree. The fruit are formed in bunches at the top of the tree and are bright 
pink in colour are used by many species of Lycaenid butterflies.  
 
Capparis tomentosa (Woolly-caper Bush): without a doubt the best plants to have in any butterfly 
garden subject to availability! One of the largest and most prolific families of butterfly in Africa 
(Pieridae) utilize the creeper as a host plant. Examples include Red Tip (Colotis antevippe) and 
Bushveld Purple Tip  (Colotis ione). It is the best browsing tree for game and the flowers are 
brilliantly scented.  
 
Friesodielsia obovata (Monkey Fingers / Dwaba Berry): an essential hedge plant which is a great 
filler in the garden. Most of the gorgeously coloured Swordtail butterflies use the light green leaves 
as a food plant. The more one has in the garden the more butterflies one will have. The fruit is 
delicious and makes a really good jam.  
 
Artabotrys brachypetalus (Purple Hook-Berry): a perfect accompaniment to the Monkey Fingers as 
it’s a liana. The Swordtails mainly use this creeper as a host plant. Subject to availability. 
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METAMORPHOSIS PRINTED VERSIONS (Dave Edge) 
 
Each year the Society publishes a scientific journal, Metamorphosis, containing all the articles that 
were published on the Metamorphosis website during that year. During 2020, maybe because of 
the lockdown, a large number of articles were received. This resulted in Volume 31 being split into 
4 Parts. Each of these Parts are available as a printed copy or as downloadable pdf files from 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za.  
 
A printed copy of each of these 4 Parts can be ordered via the LepSocAfrica.org website. The 
prices quoted below are exclusive of postage, which is R99 for delivery via PostNet in South 
Africa. If you live in Gauteng it may be possible to obtain your copy directly from Jeremy Dobson 
(jchdobson@gmail.com), who has stock. 
 
Part 1 (Normal articles) 
  
Complimentary for Honorary Life & Sponsor members, and the 
South African legal depositories (government libraries) 
 
 Pages: 160 
 Words: 92 584 
 Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-
members and institutions 
 
The first part of the printed version of Volume 31 of Metamorphosis, 
for the year 2020, consists of 160 pages and contains 4 editorial 
pages and 26 articles and notes published on the website of 
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za. 
 
The Metamorphosis publications featured in the first part of Volume 
31 include seven taxonomic articles in which descriptions of thirteen 
new species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera are given; five life histories; 
a checklist for Mpanga forest in Uganda and description of the endemic fauna of the Liberia-
Guinea Highlands; two ecological articles on Capys penningtoni; and four articles on behavioural 
observations. 
 

Part 2 (Tribute to Dr Martin Krüger) 
  
Complimentary for the late Dr Krüger’s wife and children and the 
Ditsong Museum. 
 Pages: 228 
 Words: 106 301 
 Price: R 350 to LepSoc Africa members; R 420 to non-
members and institutions 
 
Part 2 of Volume 31 is a tribute to Dr Martin Krüger, and begins with 
a detailed obituary written by two of his closest colleagues, 
Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey. This is followed by the 
publication of Martin’s monumental checklist of all the Lepidoptera of 
southern Africa, which will be appreciated by fellow taxonomists for 
decades. This checklist lists all the currently valid described taxa (at 
all systematic levels) of southern African Lepidoptera, and has over 
11 000 species.  
  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/metamorphosis.org.za
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Part 3 (Caterpillar Rearing Group - CRG) 
  
Complimentary for the authors of the covering scientific article 
 Pages: 381 
 Words: 65 012 
 Price: R 600 to LepSoc Africa members; R 720 to non-
members and institutions 
 
This is the third publication of the CRG, where the authors publish 
pertinent data from each rearing successfully completed by the CRG 
members. In the covering article they provide a brief overview of the 
Lepidoptera-host associations for southern Africa known today, with 
about half of the data coming from publications from Doug Kroon, 
who sadly passed away in August 2020. 
This publication covers all new rearings received from January 2016 
to the end of June 2019. The authors report on a further 2 371 
rearings, comprising 953 species of Afrotropical Lepidoptera, adding 
641 species, bringing the total of Lepidoptera reared by the CRG to 
2 027 species. 
 

Part 4 (SALCA) 

Free to all taxon authors and authors of the scientific article 
 Pages: 164 
 Words: 87 456 
 Price: R 250 to LepSoc Africa members; R 300 to non-
members and institutions 
 
The fourth part of the Volume 31 of Metamorphosis consists of 160 
pages and a covering (scientific) article and all the conservation 
assessments carried out during the Southern African Lepidoptera 
Conservation Assessment (SALCA) and published on the website of 
Metamorphosis, http://www.metamorphosis.org.za. 
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre 
 
We have received a detailed budget for the proposed butterfly centre and – as is usually the case 
– it is far too high! The Quantity Surveyor, Manie van Zyl of AeQuim, is investigating a phased 
approach, where we construct only what is necessary at this stage and add additional “nice to 
haves”, such as the wedding / conference centre at a later stage. 
 
Central to the Butterfly Centre will be the collection of African Lepidoptera specimens. Many of you 
have submitted the Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections and I’ve already 
received bequests for about a quarter of a million specimens – thanks to everyone who has replied 
so far.  
 

ABC Questionnaire 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6mtfij8jmctqd15/ABC%20-%20Questionnaire.docx?dl=0
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Protocol for monitoring M. leda phenotypes  
(Freerk Molleman) 
 
Freerk Molleman is a Dutch biologist working in Poland, who has also worked in Uganda for a 
considerable period of time. He is working on Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) butterflies 
and is looking for collaborators in different parts of the world where the species occurs (Africa and 
Austral-Asian region).  
 
He is interested in documenting varying colorations of this species during the course of a year in 
different parts of its range, as well as those of other satyrines. This can be done in a garden or 
plantation; he hopes to target at least 50 specimens per month, which may be possible in a single 
day in instances where it is often very common (mostly in hot, somewhat open forest habitats).  
Sampling consists of photographing butterflies against a standard grey card in the field (non-
destructive), and he is also interested in a few samples, in ethanol, provided these are captured 
with the requisite permits. If someone already has such samples, we could assist with 
photographing the specimens. He offers co-authorship of the subsequent paper and will include 
funding for this work in the proposal.  
  
I’ve offered to help, but M. leda is not a common butterfly in the Johannesburg area. Would those 
of you who live in the warmer and wetter parts of South Africa (or in suitable parts of Africa) and 
perhaps have Evening Browns as regular visitors to your gardens, please read through this article 
and, if you can assist, let me or Freerk know (fremol@amu.edu) 
 
Introduction 
The optimal colorations of animals vary in space and time, depending on e.g. habitat background 
coloration, predator community composition, the animal’s activity pattern, and the colorations of 
alternative prey animals. Short-lived insects can use seasonal polyphenism to express different 
colorations in different seasons. In addition, local selection can lead to regional differences in 
average colour patterns. In some cases, species have evolved polymorphism so that local models 
are mimicked, or in the case of species that rely on crypsis, polymorphism that avoids search 
image formation in predators.  
 
We plan to study one of the most widespread butterfly species, the common evening brown 
(Melanitis leda) which occurs throughout the tropics and sub-tropics except in the Americas, from 
forest to grassland habitats, and often at high densities. It shows seasonal polyphenism, and the 
dry season phenotype is polymorphic in wing pattern and colour traits. We will study various 
aspects of local adaptation in common garden experiments as well as the genetic basis of these 
traits in three regions; Kenya, South Africa, and Southern India. In addition, we would like to obtain 
insight into polyphenism and polymorphism throughout the range of the species. We are also 
interested in patterns of wing damage because that contain information on interactions with 
predators. Therefore, we hereby look for collaborators who can photograph M. leda monthly for 
one year, and if possible provide a few specimens for genetic analyses, across the entire range of 
this species. 

Fig. 1: Wet and dry season forms of M. leda. Wet 
season forms have large eyespots and the background 
is evenly covered with irrorations (stripy pattern), with 
sometimes faint darker bands. Dry season forms have 
much smaller and less contrasting eyespots, the 
background colorations are variable, the forewing tips 
are falcate, and the tail is longer. 
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In addition to the focal species, we are also interested in other species, such as other Melanitini 
and in Mycalesini. Once you have put the traps and went there to photograph the target species, 
why not photograph or score all the butterflies? These data will be useful to study wing damage 
patterns, phenotypic plasticity in body size, and community structure. 
 
Methods 
The study site does not need to be natural but can include gardens and plantations. Large, 
irrigated areas such as paddy rice should be avoided though. It is not important how the 
specimens are collected. It can be with a sweep-net, at light, or with fruit-baited traps. However, 
fruit-baited traps are usually the most efficient and allow easy sampling of most fruit-feeding 
butterfly species (Fig. 2).  
 
Figure 2. Fruit-feeding butterfly trap with mainly M. leda butterflies (Coimbatore, India). Taller traps 
are better at retaining butterflies: 125cm from ring to ring is the standard size, with diameter of 
about 35 cm. White traps capture about twice as many fruit-feeding butterflies as black traps. This 
trap is fitted with a velcro opening slid so that it is easier to remove the butterflies. The top is 
closed with a cord, which leaves an opening for flies to escape while butterflies are retained. The 
bait is mashed banana that was fermented in a closed bucket for 2-3 days. The age of the bait 
affects the sex ratio and species composition: fresher bait usually attracts more satyrines and 
more females. Avoid suspending the trap from vines that connect trees, and trees with many ants. 
Ants can be excluded by impregnating the rope with sunscreen and making sure the bottom of the 
trap does not touch the vegetation. 
 

 
Fig. 2. We are aiming for 50 specimens per month for one year for a 
given location. In some regions and months, this may be achieved 
very easily, in other regions it may be hardly possible. If this is 
number in unrealistic all year round, perhaps this is not a good site for 
this study. If on a given day the catch is mediocre, more trapping days 
could be planned to increase the sample size. Traps should ideally be 
moved to different spots at the site to avoid recapturing the same 
specimens. If the catch is very poor (e.g., <10 specimens) without an 
excuse of poor weather, it may be better to give up for now and come 
back another time. While we aim for a year with nice monthly sample 
sizes and will apply for funds to support this, we are also happy with 
smaller numbers of months and samples on the one hand, and longer 
sampling on the other. 
We are currently writing a proposal and will develop a budget that 
includes this monitoring study. If our proposal is successful, the 
project would officially start July 2022 the earliest. 

 
Each specimen should be photographed with sex information and include standards into the 
image (size reference and grey, black, and white card pieces). For that purpose, we developed a 
grey card with a piece of white card and a piece of lack card and a sex symbol on each side (Fig 
3). You can can flip the card depending on the sex of the specimen. 
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Fig. 3. Grey card with white and black standard as well as sex 
information. The other side of the card looks the same but has a 
female symbol. We will also include a size standard (in this case 
the total width of the card is known). If the specimen has wing 
damage, it should be photographed from both sides. The card 
should be cleaned with soapy water after each day of usage. We 
avoid collecting data on the parts covered by the thumb.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M. leda can sexed reliably by inspecting the tip of the abdomen (Fig. 4). Males have filiform scales 
at the tip of the abdomen which can be seen as tiny 'hairs', while female have regular forked 
scales and thus lack such 'hairs'. A magnifying glass may be necessary. 
 

Fig. 4. Close up of the tip 
of the abdomen of M. 
leda females and males.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In other satyrines there is often clear sexual dimorphism. In Mycalesines, males have a silvery 
area where the fore and hindwing overlap, and males have androconial hairs (scales) or patches. 
To identify recaptures easily, released butterflies should be marked with a permanent marker on 
the left ventral forewing. 
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Afrotropical Hesperiidae (Mark Williams) 
 
Mark Williams has edited images for 574 (92%) of the 625 species of Afrotropical Hesperiidae. He 
still needs images (male and female upper- and undersides) of the 51 species listed below. If you 
are able and willing to provide Mark with images of these species, please contact him by email 
(lepidochrysops@gmail.com). All contributions will be acknowledged in the encyclopaedia. As 
noted elsewhere, Mark and Jeremy Dobson are in the process of producing an APP for the 
Afrotropical Skippers, which we hope will be available soon. 
 
While several of these butterflies will be found at ABRI, it obviously makes our lives easier if we 
can source the specimens locally. 
 
Eagris multiplagata Bivar de Sousa & 
Mendes 2007 
Abantis bergeri Mendes & Bivar de Sousa 
2009 
Abantis fabiana Belcastro, 2016 
Abantis meneliki Berger 1979 
Abantis pseudonigeriana Usher 1984 
Abantis torbeni Belcastro & Oremans, 2016 
Celaenorrhinus ambra Evans 1937 
Celaenorrhinus landryi Libert 2014 
Celaenorrhinus lulua Libert 2014 
Apallaga bergeri Libert 2014 
Apallaga daroa (Evans 1937) 
Apallaga handmani (Collins & Congdon 1998) 
Apallaga klaudiae Safian, Boireau & 
Belcastro, 2020 
Apallaga rubeho (Kielland 1990) 
Apallaga selysi (Berger 1955) 
Eretis artorius Larsen & Cock 2011 
Sarangesa lunula Druce 1910 
Sarangesa motozioides Holland 1892 
Spialia doris (Walker 1870) 
Malaza fastuosus (Mabille 1884) 
Metisella kakamega de Jong 1976 
Hovala amena (Grose-Smith 1891) 
Hovala arota Evans 1937 
Gretna dargei Larsen & Collins 2014 
Fulda lucida Evans 1937 
Gorgyra bule Miller 1964 

Gorgyra diva Evans 1937 
Gorgyra kasungo Larsen & Collins 2014 
Gorgyra ziama Belcastro & Safian, 2020 
Flandria kelembaensis (Strand 1918) 
Parosmodes onza Evans 1956 
Paracleros maesseni Berger 1978 
Semalea kola Evans 1937 
Semalea sextilis (Plötz 1886) 
Andronymus bjornstadi Congdon Kielland & 
Collins 1998 
Andronymus fenestra Belcastro & Safian, 
2019 
Andronymus fontainei Larsen & Congdon 
2012 
Andronymus magma Safian & Tropek, 2019 
Andronymus marcus Usher 1980 
Andronymus teresae Collins & Safian, 2020 
Perrotia albiplaga Oberthür 1916 
Perrotia ochracea (Evans 1937) 
Chondrolepis nero Evans 1937 
Zophopetes barteni De Jong, 2017 
Zophopetes haifa Evans 1937 
Leona allyni (Miller 1971) 
Leona halma Evans 1937 
Melphinyet eala (Evans 1956) 
Platylesches chamaeleon (Mabille 1891) 
Platylesches iva Evans 1937 
Borbo cottrelli Larsen 2013 

mailto:lepidochrysops@gmail.com
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Stephen Henning has a large collection of trip-reports from the 60’s and 70’s, which we will include 

as a regular feature in this newsletter. 

 

Our first trip to the Saltpan, Zoutpansberg – April 1965 
By Stephen Henning 
 

We were driving along in our ancient 1941 Packard with its tiny windows, large running boards and 
sun visor over the windscreen.   It was searingly hot – all the windows wide open with the fine red 
dust drifting making us all cough at regular intervals to clear our throats.   Looking through the 
windscreen I could see that the shiny black of the bonnet was being obscured by a layer of reddish 
dust. 
 
The Zoutpansberg was towering into the sky on our left as we drove up the dusty gravel road 
looking for the “big trees” where we were supposed to meet David Swanepoel and to set up camp.  
Swannie was an eccentric bartender who was also one of the butterfly experts of the time and 
author of “The Book” which was like the bible to us novitiates to collecting. 
 
There they were before us like giant green hills in an otherwise yellow landscape.  They towered 
some twenty metres into the air with huge trunks some 3 metres in diameter.   There were three 
very large ones enclosing a dusty clearing.  We drove under the welcoming shade, and the wheels 
of the car had hardly stopped before my brother and I tumbled out nets in hand chasing the 
swarms of orange tip butterflies that fluttered around the clearing like confetti. 
 
“You can’t expect me to put up the tent by myself!  There is going to be a lot of time to collect 
later.” 
 
My father’s good tempered, Hampshire accent spilled oddly out over the African landscape.   We 
reluctantly dragged our feet back to the car where my father had strewn the luggage around in an 
attempt to get at the tent which was at the bottom of the boot.  It was an old white canvas tent 
borrowed from a friend.  Graham and I lifted the bag and tipped the tent and the poles into a heap 
on the ground.  We eyed the tangled mess for a few moments. 
 
“Does anyone know how to put it up?” Graham asked. 
 
“It’s easy,” my dad replied, “The poles are colour coded”. 
 
We gathered poles together and spent a moment or two trying to identify the faded colour rings 
around the ends of the poles.  The ‘colour code’ seemed to be beige, light beige, tan and pale 
brown.   A couple were even greyish which were probably blue and green in an earlier life. 
 
“These three must go together,” I observed as I started pushing the sections together. 
 
“You idiot! That ones’ blue not green, it goes over here”, Graham shouted as he snatched the pole 
from my hand. 
 
He started pushing the poles that he thought went together and I started on a set of my own. 
 
“If what you two are doing is right the tent is going to have a steeple at one end and the size of a 
dog kennel at the other” my father observed. 

BUTTERFLY TRIPS DOWN MEMORY LANE 
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We eyed our handiwork a little more critically 

and started pulling the poles apart again. 

 
“You were right, that one was green not blue 
and these two shades of beige match better 
than those”. 
 
So, order evolved out of the chaos and some 
twenty minutes later we stood back proudly to 
admire the slightly lopsided tent. 
 
“Great job!” said my dad, “That should keep the 
rain off anyway”. 
 
“I think that’s the least of our problems,” I 
observed, looking down at my feet half buried in the soft yellow sand and the tufts of dry yellow 
grass scattered around the clearing. 
 
“Come on, lets’ get the rest of the stuff put up before it gets too dark,” my dad said as he pulled 
open one of the camp chairs discarded in a dry thorn bush. 
 
We always camped in luxury and some camp beds and blow-up mattresses were soon being 
placed inside the tent. The fold up table and chairs were strategically placed near the bole of a 
tree and a kettle was boiling on our ‘Cadac’ gas stove. We soon were all sitting sipping sweet 
weak tea out of plastic mugs looking across the clearing to where the sun was slipping behind the 
western horizon and leaving behind a crimson sky. 
 
A flurry of activity occurred over the next few minutes as we quickly prepared supper before it 
became too dark for us to see what we were doing. It was our usual fare of tinned braising steak, 
potatoes and baked beans all heaped into the same pot to warm up. In no time at all we were 
munching away through the mess wondering anew where all the black little burnt bits had come 
from.   
 
Graham winced as he bit a particularly hard lump of charcoal.  “Why are you all so hopeless at 
cooking on a gas stove,” he grumbled. 
 
“Perhaps if you had helped, I would have had more time to stir it,” my dad replied patiently. 
 
“He did, he was the one who poured all the tins into the pot at once,” I said happily joining into the 
argument. 
 
“I did not know it would make it so difficult to stir” he said sounding defensive. 
 
“But you did not wait around to find out did you – you went off with your net to see if anything was 
flying.  Don’t you know that we all would rather be doing that than setting up camp.” 
 
“That’s enough, lets’ not get into any more arguments today,” my dad’s quiet words ending 
hostilities for the moment. 
 
To change the subject, Graham asked, “What do you think has happened to Swannie?”  as he 
picked a particularly large black bit from between his teeth. 
 
“Do you think he has forgotten he was going to meet us here?”  

Bill under one of the big trees - Xanthocersis zambesiaca 
(Fabaceae) 
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“Unlikely,” I said, “He would not want to miss out on a free holiday with us and all this lovely food.” 
 
“His bike has probably broken down and he has to fix it.  He will be alright. He knows all the 
farmers around here.” My dad replied making a loud slurping sound as he sipped his hot tea. 
 
We sat silently for a few minutes eyeing the plate of food we had set aside for Swannie.  The 
slowly congealing mess with its black specks looked particularly appetising after our own small 
portions.   Simultaneously we came to a silent, mutual, greed-driven decision that Swannie would 
not enjoy our concoction even if he did turn up.  With very little guilt we evenly divided it out on to 
our three plates and happy munched our way through it. 
 
My father had found a tap a little way down the road, so we washed off the plates and used them 
again for peaches and cream.   It was now getting quite dark, and we lit the gas lamp and placed it 
on the table.  Another cup of tea followed and so did the moths.    They came in their droves 
attracted to the gas lamp.  The most common was a large dark brown noctuid (Cyligramma latona 
(Cramer)) with eyespots on its forewing that could only just fit into our mugs of tea which they 
proceeded to do at the shortest notice.  Having fished several out of our mugs we now guarded 
the contents with cupped hands as we sipped the warm tea.   Tea always tastes different out of a 
mug and sitting out in the bush although in this case the liberal sprinkling of moth scales might 
have had something to do with it. 
 
As we sipped our mugs of tea, we watched with growing apprehension the increasing numbers of 
little beady red eyes which began peering at us from out in the darkness.    
 
“Something is watching us, what is it?” Graham asked with obviously false bravado. 
 
“I don’t know.  Where is the torch!” as I dived towards the tent, bashing into Graham on the way as 
he had the same idea. 
 
A quick scramble around for torches among the luggage ensued.   Finally, carefully peering 
around the tent flap we shone our torches into the darkness.   They lit up a small rabbit like animal 
which had short ears.    It gave us one startled look, twitching its nose furiously and with one quick 
bound vanished down one of the holes.  The culprits were only springhares.  Their burrows were 
all around the clearing and we kept on stepping into them.    
 
“They are probably upset with us as I poo’ed down one of the burrows,” Graham observed. 
 
“Why did you do that?” asked my dad, “You would not appreciate it if someone poo’ed though your 
window!” 
 
“It saved digging a hole,” was the defensive reply. 
 
“They are probably spying out the scene to plan their revenge” I remarked, “Next thing they will be 
sneaking off and coming back with handfuls of droppings to throw at us or drop into our tea”. 
 
“Perhaps they have already done that,” said my dad, “Have you wondered about the black bits in 
the supper.  They are out there now watching to see what we will do when we find out.” 
 
“Gross” said Graham, but I saw him bend over and eye the bits of black stuff he had wiped onto 
the table leg. 
 
It had been a long day – we had left home at 5:30 am – so we dragged ourselves off to our 
sleeping bags.  Graham had the bed furthest from the door as he was always frightened of the 



51 
 

dark. I lay there smelling the material of the sleeping bag and listening to the sounds of African 
night. The calls of the nightjars, crickets and my dad’s snores faded out as I fell asleep. 
 
I was awoken by the smell of cooking bacon.  My craving for food always outweighs the pleasure 
of lying-in bed, so I was soon up getting dressed. The fresh air was intoxicating especially after 
leaving the musty tent with a farting brother inside. A lilac breasted roller flew across the clearing 
leaving me breathless with its beauty. 
 
Even more beautiful was a plate of bacon and 
eggs, so I briefly forgot the joys of nature and 
tucked in. This was followed by a nice, sweet 
cup of tea as my dad, and I enjoyed the start of 
a new day. As we finished Graham eventually 
emerged fully dressed from the tent, gulped 
down his food and was off net in hand across 
the clearing and soon lost to sight. 
 
Marshy area at Saltpan about a mile from our 
camp under the Big Trees was a good collecting 
spot. 
 
My dad said he would wash up the breakfast 
dishes and pack things up, so I went off to explore.  I ambled down the road as far as the tap and 
found a multitude of swallowtails, whites and some lycaenids sucking on the mud.  Dad turned up 
to wash the dishes and the butterflies danced around him as he leant over the water.  
 
We walked back to camp.  The next project was to set up the trap nets for the Charaxes 
butterflies. Charaxes are very large butterflies that fly extremely high and fast and are very difficult 
to catch in the normal way with a hand net. The trap net is a cylinder of mosquito netting, closed at 
the top and open at the bottom. From the bottom a board is suspended leaving just a little gap for 
the butterflies to get in and feed on the bait.  The bait is fermenting banana which the Charaxes 
just love to feed on.  They also love animal droppings particularly those of carnivores, but we 
decided on reflection that this might be too messy to deal with.  My father had made a concoction 
of banana bait some weeks ago that now smelt to perfection.   We set off with our traps to find 
some likely spots.  Once found, we had to get the rope over some appropriate branch often high 
up.  This entailed tying a stone to the end of the rope and throwing it over the branch.   This 
usually took several attempts as we either missed or the stone parted company with the rope 
before it went over the branch.  Neither our throwing arm nor our knot tying were particularly good.  
But we had a lot of fun, and our comments coloured the air. 
 
“Hey, you silly bugger I thought you could tie a proper knot!” 
 
“Ouch! I’m not the branch; it’s in the other direction!” 
 
“You idiot, now I am going to smell of bait for the rest of the day!” 
 
By the time we got back to camp, Swannie had shown up.   He was a tall Afrikaner in his mid-
fifties. He had never married, and his life was totally dedicated to butterflies.  He worked as a 
bartender which allowed him to get jobs all over the country and generally left his days free to 
collect butterflies. 
    

Marshy area at Saltpan 
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He was late getting here as he had had a 
puncture on his motorbike and had spent the 
night with one of the local farmers.  We of 
course had to make him tea and listen to his 
adventures of the day before, even though we 
were dying to go off and explore.    
 
Eventually Swannie departed with his net and 
my dad, and I went our different ways.  We were 
in the foothills of the Zoutpansberg and the high 
mountains were just to the south of us.  I set off 
in that direction collecting a variety of different 
butterflies on the way. I soon found that I was 
climbing and could look back over the trees and 
see the large Saltpan stretching out into the 
distance.  It was blindingly white, and I had to screw up my eyes to even look at it.  Along the edge 
nearest to me I could see bulldozers pushing the salt into heaps.  The men scampering around 
looked the size of ants.  The Saltpan was about two kilometres from our camp and was being 
mined by the Crystal Salt Works. 
 
I continued my climb until the whole world spread out before me.  I made my way around the side 
of the mountain and came to a sheer drop down into a valley.  I worked my way along the edge of 
the drop until I could see the mountains stretching off into the distance.  I saw a small, gnarled 
bush before me covered with white flowers and I made my way towards its.   I settled myself down 
under its scanty shade to just enjoy the panorama.  I could make out a troop of baboons foraging 
along the opposite side of the valley and a black eagle hovering almost motionless in the sky 
above. 
 
Time had no meaning, and it was only the lengthening of the shadows that brought me back to 
reality.   They must be worried about where I had got to, especially since I missed lunch.   
 

Needless to say, I had not been missed.  
Everyone had just returned to camp when they 
felt hungry, fed themselves and made off again.  
The western sky was quite pink before I returned 
to camp and Graham was not yet back.  Both 
my dad and Swannie were sitting in camp chairs 
drinking coffee.  I gather Swannie was going to 
give us a treat by making supper.  By the time I 
made myself a mug of tea Graham returned, 
and we spent a happy hour gloating over our 
captures.  Swannie rather soured this a bit by 
showing us a couple of perfect male Colotis 
celimene which he said he caught at his “special 
spot’.   We both vowed to try and find this ‘spot’ 
and get our own. 

 
Swannie started his curry which both Graham and I eyed with apprehension.  Graham said he did 
not want it too hot and spicey.   Swannie assured him it would be fine, but Graham and I decided if 
it was inedible, we would open a tin of corned beef for ourselves. 
 
We eyed the concoction on our plates waiting for Swannie to try his.   We watched with 
amusement as he shoved a forkful into his mouth.   We could almost see the steam come out of 
his ears and his face went bright red.  The next moment he had spat it out of his mouth and was 

David Swanepoel (Swannie) on his motorbike 
 

Graham at the Saltpan with the Zoutpansberg foothills in the 
background. 
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pouring water into his mouth from a bottle.  Graham and I were openingly sniggering now.  Dad 
shot us a look, though his lips twitched as well.  Swannie still did not concede that it was too hot.   
 
“Us Afrikaners usually eat curry with jam – that is what’s missing.” 
 
“We have a tin of apricot jam in the box,” my dad said helpfully. 
 
Swannie scratched around in our tin box and eventually emerged with a tin of smooth apricot jam.   
He opened it and smeared it all over the food.  He then proceeded to eat it with frequent mouthfuls 
of water.    
 
My dad with his cast iron mouth was the only one to enjoy it both with and without the jam.  His 
first helping he ate without jam. 
 
 “Quiet mild,” he observed, “Is there any more in the pot?” 
 
Swannie, Graham and I watched my father with disbelief, and he liberally helped himself to 
another plateful. 
 
“I will try it with jam this time,” he said as he scooped huge lumps of jam over the food. 
 
He happily munched away as Swannie surreptitiously poured the remainder of his food down one 
of the springhare holes. 
 
Graham and I enjoyed the scene as we ate our corned beef and baked beans. 
 
When we finally washed up the dishes we settled back in our chairs and Swannie started telling us 
some of his adventures and how he had come to write his book.     
 
It appears Swannie wrote his adventures in a notebook as he wandered across South Africa.   
He said he would give these notes to an old English gentleman called Jeffery who would rewrite it 
for him into ‘English’. 
 
We eventually made our way to bed.  Swannie had erected a small tent near ours and had 
managed to talk Graham into lending him his blow-up bed.  Much to our amusement it went down 
during the night, and we could hear Swannie swearing away to himself.  Graham had a far more 
cheerful night as he still had his camp bed, and he was not going to get blamed for puncturing the 
blow-up mattress.  I think he already knew it was punctured before he lent it to Swannie but I must 
not malign him.  “Heh! Heh! “ 
 
In the morning Swannie said he was not going to sleep with us any longer but was going off to 
stay with one of the local farmers.  I don’t think he liked our food either.  
 
This was our last day and we had a great time.  Swannie had shown us where the Charaxes 
butterflies came to suck on the fermenting sap of some of the big trees.  Of particular interest to us 
were the blue females of Charaxes phaeus.  Graham and I spent many happy hours trying to 
scoop them off the branches high up in the trees with our long extension nets.   We often had to 
hold them between us as they were so unwieldy being some twenty-foot-long with a large net at 
the end.  
 
We managed to catch several of the blue females plus some Charaxes jahlusa and C. zoolina.  
Also caught was a nice female C. achaemenes which was our first.  The only blight on an 
otherwise fantastic day was that our extensions bent in the middle because we had put so many of 
them together.  We also caught a bag full of Charaxes in our traps, so it had turned out to be a 
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most successful trip.  In all we caught over 50 Charaxes in our traps compared to Swannie who 
only caught one because he used the wrong bait. 
 
The cherry on the top was that Graham had found Swannies’ special spot for C. celimene and he 
had caught two males – one of them perfect.  We also collected a lot of other Colotis new to us 
including C. vesta and C. calais. 
 
That evening after supper we all wandered down to the tap to wash our dishes.  The local farmer 
drove up and had a chat with us.   He was very pleasant and invited us on future visits to come up 
to his house and get some fresh milk.   He also warned us not to drink the water from the tap as it 
came straight from the dam just up on the hill. 
 
After he had gone, we looked at each apprehensively and headed up the slope to look at the dam.  
We had been drinking water directly out the tap for days.  The dam was disgusting.  It was all 
churned up along the edges by the hooves of the cattle coming to drink.  Piles of stinking cow pats 
covered with buzzing green flies were strewn about the mud and in places trodden into a gooey 
paste.   Green scum bobbed around on the surface of the murky black water, and we all felt 
slightly sick. 
 
We all went to bed that night in a more sober frame of mind.    
 
In the morning with the sun streaming through the tent flap and the birds singing we felt far more 
cheery. None of us had died overnight, vomited, or messed our pants. We were going to survive. 
 
After a leisurely breakfast we packed up camp and loaded up the car. We were again amazed that 
we managed to fit it all in.  We set off bouncing along the dusty road on our long journey back 
home with a load of memories that would be with us for the rest of our lives. 
 
This included the journey back as the old Packard broke its back spring just outside Pietersburg. 
There was a loud clunk as it broke.  We stopped but there was nothing we could do.  We decided 
to limp on slowly. We actually got home but as we came up the drive at home the car was loaded 
down so much that it scraped the concrete and cracked the petrol tank and banged the diff.   We 
all blamed each other for not unloading the car first but the damage was done.  This was the end 
of an era. 
 
This led to my dad buying a burgundy and white Chevy 2 Station Wagon (Nova) 1962 second 
hand which was to become a central part of future butterfly adventures.  The idea was that we 
could sleep in the back and be able to do without a tent.   
 
My dad in his letter to Charlie Dickson dated 4th November 1965 writes about this trip: “We had a 
very nice trip to the Great Saltpan and came back with several blue female Charaxes viola (now C. 
phaeus) and our Transvaal C. jahlusa; also, a nice female C. achaemenes. Most of these were 
caught in our traps, including some C. zoolina form neanthes. Swannie was not as lucky with his 
traps as he was using different bait and wouldn’t use ours. Most of the C. viola (now C. phaeus) 
specimens the boys caught with extension nets; it is very difficult to get good specimens. We were 
lucky too to catch two Colotis celimene males, one in very good condition. We also got Colotis 
vesta and C. calais. So, we had a very nice trip.” 
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LepSoc Africa Conference  
 
The 37th Annual LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM will be held at the Nestlé Centre, Walter 
Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) over the weekend of Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 October 2021. 
 
For the first time, the Conference will be open to “virtual” presenters and a “virtual” audience, who 
will supplement the LepSoc Africa members attending the conference in person. 

 

  
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 
R175 respectively. 
Please order using the LSA Website 
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 
 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 
at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 
Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 
and Place Order! 

 
  

BOOKS 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

http://lepsocafrica.org/
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An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean 
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams) 
 

The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly 
species, many of which are endemic to the region; this superb book is 
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies! 
 
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased 
online (in the UK) for £23.99. 
 
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import 
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to 
postage and import charges, but should be about R600 or a little more. 
 
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com 

 
Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash) 
 
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an 
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams 
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with 
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic 
revisions.  
 
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon 
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa 
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify 
importing another tranche. 
 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can 
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to 
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas! 

 
Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families: 
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers. 
 
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources 
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera 
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider 
area. 
 
I am “importing” five copies of this book, so please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy. 

 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/phorbanta@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker) 
 
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of 
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae 
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae. 
 
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc 
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude. 
 
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be 
available from Hermann Staude. 
 

hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de 

 
Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide 
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent 
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies. 

 
Butterflies of South Africa 

 

 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
 
076 563 2084 
 

  

COLLECTORS CORNER 

file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/book/field-guide-butterflies-south-africa/9781775845874
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The English naming “panel” have held two meetings since July’s newsletter and have - finally - 
managed to complete the Hesperiinae subfamily. In addition, Thomas Desloges has prepared a 
full list of names for Euphaedra, a large and complicated Afrotropical genus of more than 350 taxa.  
 
Thomas has provided clear and detailed explanations for his choices, which the panel will review 
this month. 
 

 

 

FEATURES 

Straight-banded Orange Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) amieti 

Ivindo, Gabon 
Raimund Schutte 

 

Wide-banded Pink Forester  
Euphaedra (Xypetana) ansorgei 

Yokaduama, Cameroon 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Black-tipped Orange Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eleus eleus 

Ivindo, Gabon 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Prominent Pink Forester 
Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni 

hewitsoni 
Libreville, Gabon 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Mimic Orange Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ruspina  

Mpanga, Uganda 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Tapered Streaked Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ravola 

Ivindo, Gabon 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Cream Mimic Forester 
Euphaedra (Gausapia) christyi 

Kibale, Uganda 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Yellow Red-based Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) justicia 

Ivindo, Gabon 
Raimund Schutte 

Yellow-banded Brown Forester 
Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce 

spatiosa 
Mpanga, Uganda 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Thomas has also volunteered for Charaxes (our largest genus, with 457 taxa) and Bennie and 
Andre Coetzer are going to have a bash at Papilio. Peter Sharland and Marijke de Kock are busy 
with Cymothoe and Bebearia respectively. 
 
A link to the current “approved” list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means 
final but have been “banked” to allow us to move on to other groups.  
   

Approved list - August 2021 
 
To date we have completed two families (Pieridae and Riodinidae) and nine subfamilies 
(Coeliadinae, Hesperiinae, Malazinae, Apaturinae, Biblidinae, Cyrestinae, Danainae, Heliconiinae 
and Libytheinae).  
 
There are 1457 taxa on the “Approved” list (22.5% of the Afrotropical list), while a further 1964 
(30.3%) taxa have been “Named”. “Named” only applies in instances where an entire genus has 
been completed – other names have no status.  
 
Next month, the panel will move to Limenitidinae (Euphaedra). 
 
A word regarding the English naming “panel”. All LepSoc Africa members can contribute names, 
or to make suggestions as to how the English naming project should be undertaken. No 
contribution will be ignored. All LSA members will receive a bi-monthly summary of progress in this 
newsletter. 
 
As a second tier I’ve included people who I believe have an especial interest in the English naming 
project and who are copied with general, related correspondence. Anyone who wishes to join this 
group is welcome to do so – please let me know. 
 
Finally, there is the English naming “panel” who are chosen, by invitation, to take part in the 
monthly approval process. All these participants have contributed lists of names or have 
demonstrated consistent willingness to accomplish our goal - a comprehensive and consistent list 
of English names for all African butterflies. 
 
At the current rate of progress, I’d guess we will complete our list sometime in 2025. I’d like to post 
this list on the LSA website for a six-month period, during which comments or alternatives will be 
called for. All the alternative names must be accompanied by a brief motivation. 
 
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted, 
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire 
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending 
on the number of “alternatives” received, I hope that we can publish our final list in 
Metamorphosis, early in 2026. 
 
 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gq6g9dd3gilnnyd/Approved%20English%20Names.pdf?dl=0
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The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial 
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the 
names currently in print, are the placeholders and are the names used in this newsletter. These 
names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least one alternative 
proposal will be subjected to a vote.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical 
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this 
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical 
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to 
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names. 

2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts - 
in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!  

3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English 
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take 
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world. 

 
GUIDELINES 
 

1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size, 
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as 
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern 
subspecies. 

3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  
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METHOD AND PROGRAM 

Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list 
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published 

English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the 
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the 
tables below. 

2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the 
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2 
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African 
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed 
as an alternative proposal under your name. 

3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of 
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to 
go; about four years at the current rate. 

 
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list 

1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or 
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all 
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be 
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by 
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited 
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain. 

2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded 
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been 
completed. 

We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column 
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from 
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.  
 
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in 
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been “finalized” already). 
 
There are currently 6484 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 334 genera. 
 
We have “completed” names for 236 genera (70.7%) although the corresponding number for 
individual taxa is less impressive: 3741 (57.7%) 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Charaxes 457  Afriodinia Judy 25 

Euphaedra Forester 352  Precis Commodore 25 

Acraea Acraea 206  Sevenia Tree Nymph 25 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Bebearia Small Forester 164  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Mylothris Dotted Border 164  Pseudathyma False Sailer 24 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Appias Albatross 23 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Coeliades Policeman 23 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Falcuna Marble 23 

Telchinia Amber 150  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 125  Metisella Sylph  23 

Anthene Ciliate Blue 107  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Euriphene Nymph 107  Dixeia Small White 22 

Liptena Liptena 96  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Colotis Tip 94  Capys Protea 21 

Neptis Sailer 94  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 88  Borbo Swift 20 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 20 

Aloeides Russet 75  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Amauris Friar 66  Kedestes Ranger 20 

Graphium Swordtail 66  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Aslauga Purple 51  Ernsta Sandman 18 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Euryphura Commander 18 

Cigaritis Silverline 46  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 44  Leptotes Zebra Blue 18 

Euptera Pilot 44  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Artitropa Night-fighter 16 

Hypolycaena Fairy Hairstreak 35  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Thestor Skolly 35  Andronymus Dart 15 

Micropentila Dots 34  Eretis Elf 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 32  Leptosia Spirit 14 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Terias Grass Yellow 14 

Junonia Pansy 31  Leptomyrina Black-eye 13 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Meza Missile 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Palla Palla 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Sarangesa Elfin 28  Willema Sylph  13 

Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Eagris Flat 27  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 

Platylesches Hopper 27  Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12 

Ypthima Three-ring 26  Orachrysops Cupid 12 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Astictopterus Skulker 5 

Caenides Recluse 11  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Nervia Painted Ranger 11  Byblia Joker 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Danaus Tiger 5 

Acleros Dusky Dart 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Evena Large Pathfinder 5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Leona Recluse  10  Libythea Snout 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Azanus Babul Blue 9  Paronymus Large Dart  5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Spalgis Harvester 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Agyllia Sandman 4 

Chilades Jewel 8  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Helenia Dusky Buff 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Pardaleodes Pathfinder 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dotta Spangled Ranger 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Haydonia Evening Brown 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Lissia Hermit 4 

Spialia Sandman 7  Lycaena Copper 4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 7  Obania Obania 4 

Argemma Forest Sylph 6  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Hypoleucis Costus Skipper 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Saribia Malagasy Judy 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Pontia Meadow White 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Tagiades Clouded Flat  6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 

Torynesis Veined Widow 6  Afrogegenes Dodger 3 

Tsitana Sylph  6  Caprona Ragged Skipper 3 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Catopsilia Migrant 3  Pseudoneptis False Sailer 2 

Ceratricula Tufted Forest Sylph 3  Ptelina Bordered Buff 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Cyrestis Map 3  Tekliades Policeman 2 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Euchloe Green-striped White 3  Xanthonymus Yellow Disc 2 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Galerga Malagasy Sylph 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Harma Angular Glider 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Malaza Malagasy Sylph 3  Carcharodus Mallow Skipper 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Mesoxantha Drury’s Delight 3  Cesa Gem 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Phytala Forest Flash 3  Ducarmeia Evening Brown 1 

Pieris Cabbage White 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Erionota Banana Skipper 1 

Pseudonacaduba Lineblue 3  Euryphaedra Pointed Nymph 1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Torbenlarsenia Swift 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 3  Hamanumida Guineafowl 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Herila Forest Orange 1 

Zintha Pierrot 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Isoteinon Dark Ranger 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Alenia Speckled Sandman  2  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Moltena Strelitzia Night-fighter 1 

Elphinstonia Green-striped White 2  Mopala Forest-path Skipper 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Freyeria Jewel 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Hollandus Pointed Pathfinder 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Kobelana Dark Flat 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Ploetzia Malagasy Hopper 1 

Lafron Copper 2  Powellana Congo Flash 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Luthrodes Jewel 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 2  Vansomerenia Savanna Gem 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2    6484 

Procampta Elf 2     
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The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Euphaedra (352 taxa), Willema (13 taxa), 
Spialia (7 taxa), Agyllia (4 taxa), Bettonula (2 taxa), Carcharodus (1 taxon). 
 

ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Pearl-spotted Netted Sylph Willema angolana angolana (Karsch, 1896) 

Northern Pearl-spotted Netted Sylph Willema angolana cooksoni (Druce, 1905) 

Montane Netted Sylph Willema carsoni  (Butler, 1898) 

Beautiful Sylph Willema formosus formosus (Butler, 1894) 

Katanga Beautiful Sylph Willema formosus linda Evans, 1937 

Abyssinian Beautiful Sylph Willema formosus mittoni Carcasson, 1961 

Victoria Beautiful Sylph Willema formosus nyanza  Evans, 1937 

Bitje Netted Sylph Willema kumbona  Evans, 1937 

Marung Chocolate Netted Sylph Willema perexcellens marunga Evans, 1937 

Chocolate Netted Sylph Willema perexcellens perexcellens (Butler, 1896) 

Mpanda Chocolate Netted Sylph Willema perexcellens sitebi Kielland, 1982 

Northern Netted Sylph Willema tsadicus  (Aurivillius, 1905) 

Dark Netted Sylph Willema willemi  (Wallengren, 1857) 

Grassveld Sandman Agyllia agylla agylla (Trimen, 1889) 

Namaqua Grassveld Sandman Agyllia agylla bamptoni Vári, 1976 

Star Sandman Agyllia asterodia  (Trimen, 1864) 

Kenya Sandman Agyllia kituina  (Karsch, 1896) 

Yemen Mallow Sandman Carcharodus alceae wissmanni  Warnecke, 1934 

African Sandman Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus  (Hopffer, 1855) 

Western Desert Sandman Spialia (Platygnathia) doris daphne Evans, 1949 

Desert Sandman Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris (Walker, 1870) 

Striped Sandman Spialia (Platygnathia) ferax  (Wallengren, 1863) 

Northern Speckled Sandman Spialia (Spialia) mafa higginsi (Higgins, 1925) 

Speckled Sandman Spialia (Spialia) mafa mafa (Trimen, 1870) 

Blotched Sandman Spialia (Spialia) spio  (Linnaeus, 1764) 

Brown Sprite Bettonula bettoni bettoni (Butler, 1902) 

Nimba Brown Sprite Bettonula bettoni nimba (Collins & Larsen, 2000) 

Green Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa aurantina Pyrcz & Oremans, 2013 

Yellow Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa aurata Carpenter, 1895 

Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa cyparissa (Cramer, [1775]) 

Nimba Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa nimbina Pyrcz & Warren-Gash, 2013 

Olive Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa nominalina Pyrcz & Knoop, 2013 

Tai Spotted Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) cyparissa tai Hecq, 1986 

Green Pink Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) sarcoptera cyparissoides Hecq, 1979 

Nimba Pink Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) sarcoptera ferrea Pyrcz & Warren-Gash, 2013 

Gilded Pink Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) sarcoptera nipponicorum (Carcasson, 1965) 

Pink Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) sarcoptera sarcoptera (Butler, 1871) 

Tai Pink Pointed Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedra) sarcoptera styx Larsen & Warren-Gash, 2003 

Aberrant Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) aberrans  Staudinger, 1891 

Golden Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) adonina adonina (Hewitson, [1865]) 

Occluded Golden Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) adonina prasina Hecq, 1991 

Spectacular Golden Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) adonina spectacularis Hecq, 1997 

Bright Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) afzelii  (Felder & Felder, [1867]) 

Black-veined Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) alacris  Hecq, 1978 

Gilded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) alava  Hecq, 2000 

Thin-banded White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) albofasciata  Berger, 1981 

Sallow White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) alboides  Hecq, 1984 

Alternating Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) alternus  van Someren, 1935 

Straight-banded Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) amieti  Hecq, 1993 

Sankuru Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) apparata  Hecq, 1982 

Mustard Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) appositiva  Hecq, 1982 

Dull Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) asteria  Hecq, 1993 

Diminished Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) attenuata  Gabriel, 1949 

Large-banded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) aureola aureola Kirby, 1889 

Bright Large-banded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) aureola nitens  Hecq, 1997 

Light White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) bergeri  Hecq, 1974 

Obscured Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) bouyeri  Hecq, 1993 

Triangular Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) campaspe campaspe (Felder & Felder, [1867]) 
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Robust Triangular Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) campaspe permixtoides Hecq, 1986 

Bioko Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) canui  Hecq, 1985 

Chestnut Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) castanoides castanoides Hecq, 1985 

Ethiopian Chestnut Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) castanoides deficiens Hecq, 1997 

Central Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) centralis  Hecq, 1985 

Malawi Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ceramica  Hecq, 1991 

Small Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ceres ceres (Fabricius, 1775) 

Larger Small Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ceres electra Hecq, 1983 

Cinnamon White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) cinnamomea  Rothschild, 1918 

Stretched Orange Forester  Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) citatus  Oremans, 2015 

Compact Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) compacta  Hecq, 1997 

Narrow-bordered Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) confina  Hecq, 1992 

Congo Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) congo  Hecq, 1985 

Yellow-banded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) controversa  Hecq, 1997 

Bright Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) cooksoni  Druce, 1905 

Wide-banded Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) coprates  (Druce, 1875) 

Narrow-banded Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) cottoni  Sharpe, 1907 

Stable Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) dana  Oremans, 2021 

Radiant Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) dargeana  Hecq, 1980 

Brown Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) delera  Hecq, 1989 

Elegant Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) demeter  Hecq, 1983 

Dense Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) densamacula  Hecq, 1997 

Slim-banded White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) disjuncta disjuncta Hecq, 1984 

Green Slim-banded White-striped 
Forester 

Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) disjuncta virens Hecq, 1984 

Cabinda Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) divoides  Bivar de Sousa & Mendes, 2019 

Guinea Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) dubreka  Collins & Larsen, 2005 

Sinuous Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eberti eberti Aurivillius, 1896 

Rwenzori Sinuous Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eberti hamus Berger, 1940 

Congo Sinuous Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eberti hannoti Hecq, 2008 

Spotted Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) edwardsii edwardsii (van der Hoeven, 1845) 

Eastern Spotted Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) edwardsii langoueensis Oremans, 2010 

Elegant Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) elegans  (Hecq, 2012) 

Black-tipped Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eleus eleus (Drury, 1782) 

Large Black-tipped Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eleus gigas Hecq, 1996 

Elongated Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) elongata  Hecq, 2012 

Blue-washed Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eshu  Pyrcz & Lorenc, 2011. 

Pearl-spotted Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) eupalus  (Fabricius, 1781) 

Lesser-banded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) exerrata  Hecq, 1982 

Polymorphic White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) fascinata  Hecq, 1984 

Feline Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) felinia  Hecq, 2007 

Green Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ferruginea  Hecq, 2012 

Festive White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) festiva  Hecq, 2012 

Pale-green Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) fontainei  Hecq, 1977 

Broad Magnificent Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) francina exuberans Collins & Larsen, 2005 

Magnificent Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) francina francina (Godart, [1824]) 

Yellow-banded White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) fulvofasciata  Hecq, 1984 

Veiled Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) fusca  Hecq, 2012 

One-spot Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) gashaka  Hecq, 1996 

Congo River Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) grilloti  Hecq, 1983 

Angola Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce comminuera Hecq, 1999 

Lesser Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce dowsetti Hecq, 1990 

Sombre Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce evanescens Hecq, 1995 

Blue-streaked Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce harpalyce (Cramer, 1777) 

Southern Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce serena Talbot, 1928 

Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce spatiosa (Mabille, 1876) 

Sudan Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce sudanensis Talbot, 1929 

Bioko Yellow-banded Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) harpalyce vana Hecq, 1991 

Marvelous Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) hounkpounoui  Coache, Goergen & Pyrcz, 2017 

Trigonal Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) hybrida  Hecq, 1978 

Ghana Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ignota  Hecq, 1996 

Sinuous White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) illustris  Talbot, 1927 

Unmarked Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) inanum  (Butler, 1873) 
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Sienna Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) incognita  Hecq, 2012 

Blue-eyed Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) intermedia  Rebel, 1914 

Golden Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) jacksoni  Hecq, 1980 

Green Falcate Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) janetta campaspoides Hecq, 1985 

Island Falcate Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) janetta insularis Schultze, 1920 

Falcate Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) janetta janetta (Butler, 1871) 

Sombre Falcate Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) janetta remota Hecq, 1991 

Attenuated Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) jolyana  Hecq, 1986 

Yellow Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) justicia  Staudinger, [1886] 

Copperbelt Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) katangensis  Talbot, 1927 

Gashaka-Gumpti Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) knoopiana  Hecq, 1995 

Cameroon Variable Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) laboureana bernaudi Hecq, 1996 

Central Variable Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) laboureana eburnensis Hecq, 1979 

Variable Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) laboureana laboureana de Toulgëot, 1957 

Bwamba White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) lacteata  Talbot, 1929 

Insipid Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) laguerrei  Hecq, 1979 

Grey-banded Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) languens  Hecq, 2012 

Cobalt White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) leloupi  Overlaet, 1955 

Outlined Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) leonardi  Oremans, 2018 

White-dotted Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) lequeuxiana  Hecq, 2012 

Ilaro Dark Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) losinga knoopi Hecq, 1988 

Lesser Dark Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) losinga limita Hecq, 1978 

Dark Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) losinga losinga Hecq, 2012 

Bold-spotted Dark Brown Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) losinga wardi (Druce, 1874) 

Mbandaka Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) luafa  Oremans, 1998 

Glowing Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) luteolucens  Hecq, 1995 

Yellow-barred Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) lutescens  Hecq, 1979 

Pearl-edged Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) margaritifera  Schultze, 1920 

Rwenzori White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) margueriteae  Hecq, 1978 

Mayumbe White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) mayumbensis  Hecq, 1984 

Least-banded Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) minima  Hecq, 2012 

Small Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) minuta  Hecq, 1982 

Marvelous White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) miranda  Hecq, 1984 

Modest Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) modesta  Hecq, 1982 

Orange-banded Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) murphyi  Hecq, 1991 

Pearly White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) neumanni  Rothschild, 1902 

Amber Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) nigrobasalis  Joicey & Talbot, 1921 

Contrasting Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) nigrocilia  Lathy, 1903 

Pink-edged White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) niveovittata  Overlaet, 1955 

Green-spot Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) normalis  Staudinger, 1891 

Reduced Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) obsolescens   Hecq, 2012 

Feeble Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) obtura  Hecq, 2012 

Shrouded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) occulta  Hecq, 1982 

Veined Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ochracea  Hecq, 1980 

Unpredictable White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ochrovirens  Hecq, 1984 

Uganda White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) olivacea  Grünberg, 1908 

Eastern Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) orientalis  Rothschild, 1898 

Violet White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) overlaeti  Hulstaert, 1926 

Small White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) paradoxa  Neave, 1904 

Western Robust Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) permixtum diva Hecq, 1982 

Robust Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) permixtum permixtum (Butler, 1873) 

Beautiful Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) perseis  (Drury, 1773) 

Cameroon Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) persephona  Hecq, 1983 

Yellow Slant Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) phaethusa aurea Hecq, 1983 

Slanted Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) phaethusa phaethusa (Butler, 1866) 

Splendid Slanted Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) phaethusa proserpina Hecq, 1983 

Notched Slanted Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) phaethusa tisiphona Hecq, 1983 

White Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) phosphor  Joicey & Talbot, 1921 

Full-tipped Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) plena  Hecq, 2012 

Pale Rectilinear White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) preussi pallida Hecq, 1984 

Rectilinear White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) preussi preussi Staudinger, 1891 

Confounded Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) preussiana preussiana Gaede, 1916 

Western Confounded Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) preussiana protea Hecq, 1983 
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Southern Confounded Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) preussiana robusta Hecq, 1983 

Falcate White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) procera  Hecq, 1984 

Blue-spotted Dark Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) rattrayi coeruleomaculata Hecq, 1991 

Dark Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) rattrayi rattrayi Sharpe, 1904 

Tapered Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ravola  (Hewitson, [1866]) 

Despotic Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) regisleopoldi  Hecq, 1996 

Green Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) regularis  Hecq, 1983 

Royal Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) rex  Stoneham, 1935 

Parallel Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) rezia  (Hewitson, [1866]) 

Russet Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) rufobrunneus  Stoneham, 1932 

Squat Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ruspina ruspina (Hewitson, [1865]) 

Sangba Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sangbae  Hecq, 1996 

Swooping Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sardetta  Gaede, 1916 

Abyssinian Plain Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sarita abyssinica Rothschild, 1902 

Large Plain Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sarita lulua Hecq, 1977 

Plain Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sarita sarita (Sharpe, 1891) 

Rugged Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) scrupulosa  Hecq, 1997 

Grey-washed Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) semipreussiana  Hecq, 1993 

Katanga Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) shaba  Hecq, 2012 

Green-tipped Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) simplex  Hecq, 1978 

Dirty Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) solida  Hecq, 1997 

Ghana Splendid Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) splendens ghanaensis Hecq & Joly, 2004 

Splendid Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) splendens splendens Hecq, 1982 

Stellate Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) stellata  Hecq, 1991 

Green-washed Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) subferruginea  Guillaumin, 1976 

Less-falcate White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) subprocera  Hecq, 1984 

Diminished Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) subprotea  Hecq, 1986 

Emerald White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) subviridis  Holland, 1920 

Yellowish Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) sufflavus  Hecq, 2012 

Punctuated Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) tchimbeleensis  Oremans, 2008 

Reckless Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) temeraria  Hecq, 2007 

Obscure Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) tenebrosa  Hecq, 1983 

Orange-banded Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) themis  (Hübner, [1807]) 

Kolokoso Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) thierrybaulini  Oremans, 1999 

Uele Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) ueleana  Hecq, 1982 

Minziro Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) uganda minzuru Hecq, 1992 

Stunning Uganda Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) uganda nitidula van Someren, 1935 

Uganda Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) uganda uganda Aurivillius, 1895 

Angola White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) uigensis  Bivar-de-Sousa & Mendes, 2017 

Streaked Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) uniformis  Berger, 1981 

Upemba Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) upemba  Overlaet, 1955 

Gabon Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) vandeweghei  Hecq, 2004 

Equatorial Divergent Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) variabilis aequatorialis Oremans, 2014 

Divergent Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) variabilis variabilis Guillaumin, 1976 

Velvet Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) velutina  Hecq, 1997 

Green Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) vetusta  (Butler, 1871) 

Nigeria Glossy White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) vicina longiqua Hecq, 1984 

Pale Glossy White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) vicina pallidoides Hecq, 1984 

Glossy White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) vicina vicina Hecq, 1984 

Western Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) villiersi  Condamin, 1964 

Silver-patch Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) viridicaerulea griseargentina Hecq, 1977 

Missing-patch Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) viridicaerulea inanoides Holland, 1920 

Brown-patch Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) viridicaerulea viridicaerulea Bartel, 1905 

Hecq's Red-based Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) viridirupta  Hecq, 2007 

Trapezoidal Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) wojtusiaki  Hecq, 1993 

Bright White-striped Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) xerophila  Hecq, 1974 

Oblique Streaked Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) yemalla  Prycz & Lorenc, 2011 

Blue Orange Forester Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) zampa  (Westwood, [1850]) 

Nigerian Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) athena  Hecq & Joly, 2003 

Montane Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) barnsi   Joicey & Talbot, 1922 

Cupreous Elliptical Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) calliope aurichalca Hecq, 2004 

Elliptical Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) calliope calliope Hecq, 1981 

Cream Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) christyi  Sharpe, 1904 
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Variable Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) clio  Hecq, 1981 

Falcate Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) ducarmei  Hecq, 1977 

White Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) erici  Hecq, 1977 

Shining Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) extensa  Hecq, 1981 

Western Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) gausape  (Butler, 1866) 

Insipid Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) hastiri hastiri Hecq, 1981 

Missing Insipid Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) hastiri polymnie Hecq, 1981 

Diffuse Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) judith  Weymer, 1892 

Bronze Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) landbecki  Rothschild, 1918 

Atewa Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) mariaechristinae  Hecq & Joly, 2003 

Congo River Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) mbamou  Hecq, 1987 

Less Sombre Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) melpomene aubergeriana Hecq, 1981 

Sombre Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) melpomene melpomene Hecq, 1981 

Katanga Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) morini  Hecq, 1983 

Yellow-patch Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) ombrophila  Hecq, 1981 

Guinea Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) pallas  Hecq, 2004 

Danane Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) plantroui  Hecq, 1981 

Mimic Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) thalie  Hecq, 1981 

Vingerhoedt's Red-striped Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) vingerhoedti  Faravel, 2012 

Eastern Red-disk Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) zaddachii crawshayi Butler, 1895 

Western Red-disk Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) zaddachii elephantina Staudinger, 1891 

Red-disk Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Gausapia) zaddachii zaddachii Dewitz, 1879 

Ethiopia Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon abouna Ungemach, 1932 

Blue Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon celestis Hecq, 1986 

Bioko Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon fernanda Hecq, 1981 

Narrow-banded Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon fraudata van Someren, 1935 

Eastern Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon inaequabilis Thurau, 1904 

Wide-banded Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon innotata Holland, 1920 

Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon medon (Linnaeus, 1763) 

Unbanded Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon neustetteri Niepelt, 1915 

White-banded Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon pholus (van der Hoeven, 1840) 

Gabon Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon sanctanna Hecq, 1985 

Yellow-patch Dimorphic Forester Euphaedra (Medoniana) medon viridinota (Butler, 1871) 

Somali Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron ellenbecki Pagenstrecher, 1902 

Brown Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron kiellandi Hecq, 1985 

Coastal Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron littoralis Talbot, 1929 

Meru Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron meruensis van Someren, 1935 

Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron neophron (Hopffer, 1855) 

Pemba Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron rydoni Howarth, 1969 

Violet Gold-banded Forester Euphaedra (Neophronia) neophron violaceae (Butler, 1888) 

Four-spotted Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) adolfifriderici  Schultze, 1920 

Spotted Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) aubergeri  Hecq, 1977 

Three-spot Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) aurivillii  Niepelt, 1914 

Cream-banded Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) fucora  Hecq, 1979 

Narrow-banded Imperial Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) imperialis arta Hecq, 1979 

Orange Imperial Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) imperialis gabonica Rothschild, 1918 

Western Imperial Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) imperialis hecqui Darge, 1974 

Imperial Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) imperialis imperialis Lindemans, 1910 

Blue Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) luperca  (Hewitson, [1864]) 

Green Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) lupercoides  Rothschild, 1918 

Blue-tailed Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) luteofasciata  Hecq, 1979 

Black-bordered Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) marginalis  Hecq, 1979 

Bold Pink-edged Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) rubrocostata generosa Hecq, 1987 

Pink-edged Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) rubrocostata rubrocostata (Aurivillius, 1897) 

Light White-barred Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) symphona affabilis Hecq, 1996 

White-barred Path Forester Euphaedra (Proteuphaedra) symphona symphona Bethune-Baker, 1908 

Western Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Radia) eusemoides   (Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1889]) 

Equatorial Mimic Forester Euphaedra (Radia) imitans   Holland, 1893 

Acute Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) acuta  Hecq, 1977 

Luminous Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) acutoides  Hecq, 1996 

Wide-banded Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) ansorgei  Rothschild, 1918 

Black-bordered Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) brevis  Hecq, 1977 

Cerulean Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) caerulescens caerulescens Grose-Smith, 1890 
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Cloudy Cerulean Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) caerulescens caliginosa Hecq, 2004 

Spotted Cerulean Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) caerulescens submarginalis Hecq, 1997 

Central African Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) camiadei  Hecq, 2004. 

Triangular Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) crockeri crockeri (Butler, 1869) 

Shady Triangular Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) crockeri umbratilis Hecq, 1987 

Akan Bicolour Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) crossei akani Hecq & Joly, 2004 

Bicolour Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) crossei crossei Sharpe, 1902 

Tarnished Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) cuprea cuprea Hecq, 1980 

Kivu Tarnished Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) cuprea irangi Hecq, 2004 

Sapphire Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) cyanissima  Hecq, 2012 

Hooked Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) dargei  Hecq, 1975 

Splendid Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) decora  Hecq, 2008 

Bright Unmarked Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) diffusa albocoerulea Hecq, 1976 

Unmarked Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) diffusa diffusa Gaede, 1916 

Discrete Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) discreta  Hecq, 2008 

Large Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) grandis  Hecq, 1980 

Montane Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) graueri  Rothschild, 1918 

Dull Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hebes  Hecq, 1980 

Rusty Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) herberti herberti (Sharpe, 1891) 

Katanga Rusty Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) herberti katanga Hecq, 1980 

White-barred Prominent Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni angusta Hecq, 1974 

Twin-spotted Prominent Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni bipuncta Hecq, 1974 

Cream-barred Prominent Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni disclara Hecq, 1991 

Prominent Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni hewitsoni Hecq, 1974 

Yellow-barred Prominent Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hewitsoni sumptuosa Hecq, 1974 

Unremarkable Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) hoyensis  Hecq, 2012 

Notched Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) jacqueshecqui jacqueshecqui Bollino, 1998 

Blue Notched Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) jacqueshecqui koumbai Oremans, 2010 

White-streak Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) karschi  Bartel, 1905 

Bold Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) larseni  larseni 

Long-barred Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) lata  Hecq, 1980 

Fading Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) luteola  Hecq, 2012 

Spotted-edge Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) marginepunctata  Hecq, 2012 

Brilliant Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) maxima  Holland, 1920 

Yellow Wondrous Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) mirabilis lurida Hecq, 1997 

Wondrous Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) mirabilis mirabilis Hecq, 1980 

Misty Wondrous Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) mirabilis nubila Hecq, 1986 

Bold-spotted Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) moloundou  Hecq, 2008 

Pitted Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) mondahensis  Vande weghe, Oremans & Hecq, 2005 

Burundi Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) montanica  Hecq, 2012 

Olive Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) oremansi  Hecq, 1996 

Disjointed Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) pervaga  Hecq, 1996 

Valiant Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) rectans  Hecq, 2012 

Vibrant Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) romboutsi  Hecq, 2004 

Sankuru Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) sankuruensis  Hecq, 1980 

Divided Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) sectilis  Hecq, 2012 

Semuliki Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) semlikiana  Hecq, 2008 

White Undulating Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) sinuosa plagiaria Hecq, 1980 

Undulating Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) sinuosa sinuosa Hecq, 1974 

Yellow Undulating Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) sinuosa smitsi Hecq, 1991 

Cream-banded Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) ubangui  Hecq, 1974 

Clouded Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) umbratilis  Hecq, 2012 

Eastern Clubbed Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) xypete maritima Oremans, 2014 

Clubbed Pink Forester Euphaedra (Xypetana) xypete xypete (Hewitson, [1865]) 

Chartreuse Red-striped Forester Euphaedra abri  Faravel, 2005 

Alice's Forester Euphaedra aliciae  Hecq, 2012 

Insinuating Pink Forester Euphaedra annae  Hecq, 2012 

Linear Orange Forester Euphaedra castanea  Berger, 1981 

Shadowy Orange Forester Euphaedra cuypersiana  Hecq, 2006 

Narrow-banded Pink Forester Euphaedra inanis  Hecq, 2012 

Ipassa White-striped Forester Euphaedra ipassa  Vande weghe, 2009 

Ivindo Forester Euphaedra ivindoensis  Oremans, 2010 

Kangween Forester Euphaedra kangweensis  Oremans, 2010 
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Straight-banded Streaked Forester Euphaedra limbourgi  Oremans, 2006 

Mambili Orange Forester Euphaedra mambili  Hecq, 2001 

Opulent Orange Forester Euphaedra opulenta  Hecq & Vande weghe, 2005 

Sabine Forester Euphaedra sabinae  Faravel, 2002 

Emerald Pink Forester Euphaedra undata  Hecq, 2013 

Crimson Striped Forester Euphaedra vulnerata  Schultze, 1916 

Wissmann's Purple Forester Euphaedra wissmanni  Niepelt, 1906 

 

Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens 
 
LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical 
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, Graham 
Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering 
Kirstenbosch and I’m responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort – 
Lourens Erasmus has been assisting regularly in this regard. Christopher Willis has been 
monitoring Lowveld Botanical Gardens in Nelspruit (Mbombela) since January this year. 
 
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce 
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and 
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be 
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with 
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterfly-
abundance over the following months and years. 
 
The annual reports will relate to the butterfly season rather than the calendar, so our records are 
compiled from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a 
brief summary is included below: 
 
George (Dave Edge) 
The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave 
has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris 
brassicae). 
 
Of the current checklist of 55 taxa, 21 (38%) were found during the course of last season. During 
this reporting period (July and August), Dave visited George on 30 July and recorded seven 
species, including Common Fig-Tree Blue (Myrina silenus ficedula). 
 
Harold Porter (Graham Henning) 
Graham visited Harold Porter fourteen times last season; the checklist has grown from 27 to 41 
butterflies. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only Mountain Skolly (Thestor montanus), 
Orange-banded Protea (Capys alpheus alpheus) and African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo 
electo) were not found during the course of last season’s surveys. 
 
The fifteen new butterflies for the Harold Porter list are: Brown Dodger (Afrogegenes letterstedti), 
White-branded Swift (Pelopidas thrax), Hawequas Sylph (Tsitana dicksoni), Burnished Opal 
(Chrysoritis chrysaor), Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus), Water Geranium Bronze 
(Cacyreus fracta fracta), Monkey Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops methymna methymna), Cape 
Brown Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops robertsoni), Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous 
pirithous), African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene), Boland Brown (Melampias huebneri 
huebneri), Silver-bottom Brown (Pseudonympha magus), Southern Narrow Green-banded 
Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus) and African Migrant (Catopsilia florella). 
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For this edition of ABN (July and August), Graham undertook visits to Harold Porter on 28 July and 
28 August and recorded 3 and 1 species respectively (August’s solitary butterfly was Eastern 
Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina). 
 
Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach) 
Last season Fanie visited Kirstenbosch 13 times last season. 
 
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie recorded 17 (44.7%) during 
the 2020 – 2021 season. The following species were encountered on all seven visits: African Plain 
Tiger / African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), Garden Acraea (Acraea horta) and Eastern 
Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina). 
 
Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 18 July, but only found three species. 
 
Lowveld (Christopher Willis) 
Christopher commenced monitoring of Lowveld Botanical Garden (Mbombela) in January. He 
recorded ten new species for the Gardens last season: Twin Swift (Larsenia gemelli), Water 
Watchman (Parnara monasi), Morant's Orange (Parosmodes morantii morantii), Pink Cupreous 
Ash Blue (Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena), Blotched Leopard (Lachnoptera ayresii), 
Pale-yellow Amber (Telchinia burni), Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa), Broad-
bordered Grass Yellow (Terias brigitta brigitta), African Grass Yellow (Eurema floricola floricola) 
and Southern Diverse Albatross (Appias epaphia contracta). 
 
This season, Christopher visited Lowveld on 21 August and found another new butterfly for the 
Garden: Bronze Tree Nymph (Sevenia natalensis). The checklist for Lowveld now stands at 125 
butterfly species. 
 
Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus) 
There are currently 111 taxa on the WSBG checklist; seven new butterflies, Striped Policeman 
(Coeliades forestan forestan), Green-marbled Skipper (Gomalia elma elma), White Pie (Tuxentius 
calice), Northern Yellow Zulu (Alaena amazoula ochroma), African Plain Joker (Byblia anvatara 
acheloia), Black-tipped Acraea (Acraea caldarena caldarena) and Suffused Acraea (Acraea 
stenobea) were added during the last two seasons.  
 
Visits were conducted during every month of the season, apart from July 2020 and of the 111 
butterflies on the WSBG checklist, 82 (73.9%) were found. Two species were recorded from each 
visit: Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) and Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Terias brigitta 
brigitta). 
 
Two visits have been undertaken this season: 31 July (Jeremy Dobson) 8 species and 27 August 
(Lourens Erasmus) 23 species. 
 
KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden  
We hope to add KZN Botanical Garden in Pietermaritzburg to the list of National Botanical 
Gardens included in the butterfly surveys; Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall are going to try and 
organize visits this season. 
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index 
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly 
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality 
Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration. 

The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an 
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

Where “n” is the number of species observed and “F” is a locality factor, obtained from the 
following table: 

GARDEN CHECKLIST FACTOR (F) 

George 55 34% 

Harold Porter 41 26% 

Kirstenbosch 38 24% 

Lowveld 125 78% 

Walter Sisulu 111 69% 

 
These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative 
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis. 
 
The data for the 2020 – 2021 season is captured in the table below and the results indicated 
graphically (Kirstenbosch and George don’t yet register on the 2021 – 2022 graph, as I this 
requires a minimum of two data points. Where there is no record for a specific month, the graph 
does not record a zero, but progresses linearly to the next data point. 

 

 

 

  

n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax

George 11 3,2 16 3,8 7 2,6

Harold Porter 4 2,3 7 3,0 10 3,5 14 4,1 14 4,1 11 3,6 16 4,4 17 4,5 9 3,3 7 3,0

Kirstenbosch 9 3,4 12 3,9 10 3,6 15 4,4 15 4,4 10 3,6 8 3,2

Lowveld 27 3,3 27 3,3 41 4,0 50 4,4 47 4,3 39 3,9

Walter Sisulu 22 3,2 29 3,6 22 3,2 21 3,1 36 4,0 41 4,3 38 4,1 39 4,2 29 3,6 24 3,3 16 2,7
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Corresponding data for the 2021 – 2022 season is indicated below: 

 

 

 

Finally, here are some photos from the Botanical Gardens over the last two months: 

 

n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax

George 7 2,6

Harold Porter 3 2,1 1 1,5

Kirstenbosch 3 2,2

Lowveld 37 3,8

Walter Sisulu 8 2,1 23 3,2
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018. 
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National 
Botanical Gardens, which will be incorporated into the Butterfly Index data. 
 
It is more than three years since the commencement of the Butterfly Index and in conjunction with 
the Botanical Garden monitoring, we have acquired a fair amount of data; I have made some 
refinements to the methodology. 
 
The central idea behind the Butterfly Index is to convert species-counts from a single day’s 
observation, by a single observer at a single locality, into a number: 1 being very poor and 5 
excellent. I developed a formula, which included a “Biome Factor” so that species counts from 
various parts of the country could be compared with one another in a meaningful way (“Good” 
might mean 20 species in the Cape or 80 in Zululand). My intention was to create a method by 
which variations in butterfly abundance could be tracked, without resorting to detailed scientific 
programs requiring teams of paid researchers (or volunteers), which we simply don’t have. 
Three years later, I don’t think the original factors were far off, but we can improve the accuracy for 
localities where we have detailed checklists. Examples of this include several of our Botanical 
Gardens and well-surveyed localities like Bateleur, Krantskloof, Lekgalameetse, Loding, Manguzi, 
Mariepskop, Mphaphuli, Springfontein Utopia, etc. With Fanie Rautenbach’s assistance I’ve 
obtained butterfly-checklists for numerous localities. 
 
In cases where we have detailed checklists, the “Biome Factor” (BF) of a locality will be replaced 
with a “Locality Factor” (LF); an index of “5” (Excellent) will be calibrated to mean that 50% of the 
total number of butterflies found at a site were recorded by a single observer in a single day. In 
instances where a list was produced by more than one observer, the number obtained will be 
reduced by 10%; where the list has been compiled over more than one day, a further reduction of 
10% will be made. Theoretically, if all the butterflies known from a locality were found in during a 
survey, the formula would return a Butterfly Index score of 7.3, but I don’t think this is likely to 
happen! 
Some localities obviously contain significantly more butterflies than others; the idea is not to 
compare the relative merits of individual habitats but rather to detect trends in butterfly abundance, 
on an ongoing basis. 
 
You can see that Loding (a site with loads of flowers and a nice mix of indigenous trees) has a LF 
of 76% which is higher than the general Highveld Savanna factor of 70%. Conversely my house 
(set in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg in a Highveld Grassland biome) has a total checklist 
of 43 species and a LF of 27% which is comparable with Kirstenbosch in the Western Cape. 
 
I believe many LepSoc Africa members have produced checklists for their properties and 
surrounding areas; why not start monitoring butterfly abundance at your own homes in a 
systematic and meaningful way? We may never know how current butterfly abundance compares 
to that of years gone by, but we can at least start monitoring and reporting current trends. 
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A graph indicating a summary of records to date is indicated below.  

 

 
For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at  
a single locality in a single day. If your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based 
on observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number 
obtained by 1.5. 
 
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible 
to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of the new 
permitting system.  
 
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or 
Locality table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 
BIOME FACTOR  LOCALITY FACTOR  LOCALITY FACTOR 

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.) 100%  Hogsback 69%  Thabazimbi 68% 

Highveld Savanna (H.S.) 70%  Springfontein 47%  Waterpoort 123% 

Highveld Grassland (H.G.) 50%  Bryanston 27%  Woodbush 155% 

Arid Savanna (A.S.) 35%  Hillshaven 49%  KwaMhlanga 60% 

Karoo (K) 25%  Bulwer 59%  Loding 76% 

Fynbos (F) 25%  Krantzkloof 114%  Mariepskop  186% 

Afromontane Forest (A.F.) 70%  Tembe 149%  Utopia 66% 

   Umtamvuna 61%  Springbok 31% 

   Bateleur 74%  Kammanassie 38% 

   Lekgalameetse 180%  Still Bay 32% 

   Mphaphuli 128%  Swartberg 56% 
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Methodology  
 
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 
 
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 
superfamily (traditional butterflies). 
 
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest 
rating will be used.  
 
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 
 
Objectives 
 
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks 
 
  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >79 >59 >39 >27 >19 >20 >59

4 Good 52 to 79 39 to 59 26 to 39 19 to 27 13 to 19 13 to 20 39 to 59

3 Average 29 to 51 21 to 38 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 21 to 38

2 Poor 10 to 28 7 to 21 5 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 7 to 21

1 Very Poor ≤9 ≤7 ≤4 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤7

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX
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Data – July and August: 
 

 
 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2021: 
 

    

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 2,1 8 WSBG * Jeremy Dobson 3,2 23 WSBG * Lourens Erasmus

KwaZulu-Natal 3,4 42 Somkhanda L.S. Mark Liptrot 3,6 43 Harold Johnson L.S. Mark Liptrot

Limpopo 0 0

Mpumalanga 0 3,8 37 Lowveld BG * Jeremy Dobsn

Western Cape 2,1 3 Harold Porter * Graham Henning 1,5 1 Harold Porter * Graham Henning

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 2,6 7 George BG * Dave Edge 0

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2021

JULY AUG

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 4,8 4,1 4,2 3,6 3,3 2,7 2,1 3,2

KwaZulu-Natal 3,7 4,2 3,2 4,4 3,8 3,5 3,4 3,6

Limpopo 4,9 4,1 4 0 4 0 0 0

Mpumalanga 0 4,3 4,9 4,5 4 4 0 3,8

Western Cape 3,9 3,6 4,4 4,4 3,6 3,2 2,1 1,5

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,6 0

North West 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2021 - SUMMARY



79 
 

 
LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum. 
  

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/ 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:  
 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3. 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/ 
 

 
COREL 
 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue 
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species. 
 
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

 

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
As noted in July, Dr Pasi Sihvonen (Director of Zoology Unit, Finnish Museum of Natural History) 
has agreed to barcode two plates (95 specimens each) of Aloeides for us. In addition, Pasi’s 
researchers will assist with evaluation of the sequences, once these are obtained. 
 
I believe the overall arrangement of the Aloeides 
phylogenetic tree is now reasonably robust. It 
should be appreciated however that several of the 
species are represented by single barcodes; 
obtaining further sequences will greatly increase our 
confidence in the data. In addition, while we now 
have a good spread of Aloeides samples, we are 
very short of material from type localities: this is vital 
for future taxonomic work. We have decided to 
postpone publication of our initial phylogenetic 
paper be delayed by another season, in which we 
focus on obtaining as many samples from type-
localities as possible. 
 
To help you plan for next season, I’ve once again listed the type localities and flight periods of all 
Aloeides; samples have been colour-coded as per the key (right). Please have a look through this 
and try and target species that occur in your region next season. 
 
Let’s try and make the table green! 
 

 
 

  

CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

2A Almeida Copper                 

Aloeides almeida                  

(Felder, 1863)

[South Africa]: “Cap der guten 

Hoffnung”. [probably the 

Knysna district (Pringle et al., 

1994)].

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April. 

Sometimes there is a break in emergence in the mid-

summer months (Pringle et al., 1994).

4 Angolan Copper                

Aloeides angolensis                     

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Angola: “Benguella”. Nothing published.

2B Pointed Copper                  

Aloeides apicalis                           

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

O’okiep, Little Namaqualand”.

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Aranda Copper                  

Aloeides aranda              

(Wallengren, 1857)

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. 

Eastern Cape.

Sep-Apr in warm areas, peaks Oct and Feb. Double-

brooded (Oct and Feb) in cooler areas (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

4 Sivery Copper                     

Aloeides argenteus              

Henning & Henning, 1994

Namibia: “riverbed near Sima 

Hill, Kaokoland, 30 Mar. 1986, 

H.C. Ficq.”

March (Henning & Henning, 1994).

2A Arid Copper                         

Aloeides arida                                     

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Garies, 1,800 ft”.

Continuous midsummer broods, Sep-Apr, peak Dec-

Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). August to 

February (Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Bampton’s Copper           

Aloeides bamptoni                     

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

22 km. NNE of Steinkopf”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 

late-summer (Mar-Apr) (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). August to December are the recorded 

months (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Barbara’s Copper               

Aloeides barbarae            

Henning & Henning, 1994

South Africa: “Barberton, 

Transvaal, 3 Dec. 1989, N.K. 

Owen-Johnston.”

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov; may fly over a longer period 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa).

CODE DESCRIPTION 

1A Multiple barcodes, including material from 
(or near) the type locality. 

1B Single barcode from, or near type locality. 

2A Multiple barcodes, but not from the type 
locality. 

2B Single barcode, but not type material. 

3A Type material has been obtained for 
sequencing but has not been sequenced yet. 

3B Material has been obtained for 
sequencing, but not from type locality 

4 No specimens to date. 
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

1A Barkly’s Copper                 

Aloeides barklyi                     

(Trimen, 1874)

[South Africa]: “Namaqualand, 

Cape Colony”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Oct and Mar-May (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). At a locality south of 

Clanwilliam there is a consistent autumn (April-May) 

brood (Ball, vide Pringle et al., 1994). At Nuwerus 

Schlosz encountered the species in May (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

3A Brauer’s Copper                  

Aloeides braueri                          

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Bulhoek, Queenstown”.

Double-brooded, Oct-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October, November, 

January and February (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Border Copper                        

Aloeides caffrariae                          

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Quinera River, 

East London, Cape”.

Two or more broods in summer, from Oct-Mar 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). October to 

March (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Caledon Copper                 

Aloeides caledoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Shaw’s Mountain, south of 

Caledon”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to November (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Carolynn’s Copper              

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 

Dickson, 1983

South Africa: “South Western 

Cape Province: near Goudini”.

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-

Mar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to March (Pringle et al., 

1994).

4 De Hoop Copper                  

Aloeides carolynnae aurata 

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Witsand, 6 Sept. 

1990, E.L. Pringle.”

Two broods; spring (Sep-Nov), and summer (Jan-

Mar), with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September to March (Pringle et al., 

1994).

3A Coega Copper                     

Aloeides clarki                                   

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Aloes-Coega Flats”.

Continous broods, from Oct-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

2B Conrad's Copper                 

Aloeides conradsi conradsi 

(Aurivillius, 1906)

[Tanzania]: “Deutsch Ost-

Afrika: Ukerewe”.

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

4 Angonien Copper               

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Malawi: “Ncheu”. Flies in the dry season (August-September) in 

Tanzania (Kielland, 1990d).

4 Jackson's Copper                

Aloeides conradsi jacksoni            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Kenya: “Nairobi”. Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

4 Talbot's Copper                    

Aloeides conradsi talboti            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Tanzania: “Ngorongoro Crater, 

Arusha District, 5,800'”.

Nothing published, but subspecies angoniensis flies 

in the dry season (August-September) in Tanzania 

(Kielland, 1990d).

2A Damara Copper                     

Aloeides damarensis 

damarensis  (Trimen, 1891)

[Namibia]: “Omaramba-

Oamatako”.

Continous broods, Sep-Apr in southern areas. Year 

round in arid north (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). Flies all year in warmer areas and from 

September to April in cooler areas (Pringle et al., 

1994).  

3B Mashona Copper                   

Aloeides damarensis mashona 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Bulawayo”.

Recorded from September to April (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2B Roodepoort Copper               

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 

(Swierstra, 1909)

[South Africa]: “Waterval 

Onder”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to March 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2B Maseru Copper                   

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 

(Riley, 1938)

[Lesotho]: “Maseru, 

Basutoland”.

September to March (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Depicta Copper                     

Aloeides depicta                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Uitvlugt”.

Continous broods through warmer months, Sep-Jun 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 

Autumn. There is a record for June (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Dickson’s Copper                

Aloeides dicksoni                   

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Cradock, Cape 

Province”.

Single-brooded, Oct-Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Early November to mid-December on 

the Bankberg and Winterberg and to the end of 

December on the Elandsberg (Pringle et al., 1994).
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

2A Dryas Copper                         

Aloeides dryas                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Zoutpansberg, Shilouvane”.

Several broods through warmer months, Sep to as 

late as Jun, peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to April (Pringle et 

al., 1994). There are also records from Barberton, in 

June (Pringle et al., 1994) and Lekgalameetse, in 

September (Williams, unpub. 2002).

2B Red Hill Copper                   

Aloeides egerides                         

(Riley, 1938)

South Africa: “Redhills 

Simonstown”.

Two main broods, Oct-Dec (peak Nov) and Jan-Apr 

(peak Mar) (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

October to April but may be scarcer in midsummer 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

3A Gowan’s Copper                     

Aloeides gowani                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Naauwpoort”.

Continous midsummer broods, Oct-Apr, peak Dec-

Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

December (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Zambian Copper                   

Aloeides griseus                           

Riley, 1921

[Zambia]: “Solwezi, N.W. 

Rhodesia”.

Nothing published. The specimens illustrated in 

Afrotropical Butterflies  are labelled 01 Oct 2013.

2A Henning’s Copper                 

Aloeides henningi                             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Struben’s Valley, Constantia 

Kloof”.

In cooler areas single-brooded, Sep-Nov; in warm 

areas, second brood, Jan-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies 

of South Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 

1994). According to Henning the butterfly is only on 

the wing from September to November at the type 

locality (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Juana Copper                         

Aloeides juana                              

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Hills 3½ miles S. of 

Ladismith”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Feb-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 

and March are the recorded months (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Kaplan’s Copper                     

Aloeides kaplani                             

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Sutherland”.

Single-brooded, Sep-Dec, peak Oct (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August and October are 

the recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).

3A Worcester Copper                 

Aloeides lutescens                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Below De Wets Berg, Brand 

Vlei”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Mar, possibly with 

some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

Summer and autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A McMaster’s Copper              

Aloeides macmasteri                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Hillmoor, Steynsburg”.

Two main broods, Sep-Nov and Feb-Apr, sometimes 

overlapping (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

September to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Maluti Copper                         

Aloeides maluti                         

Pringle, 1983

Lesotho: “Rafoelatsane, 

Lesotho”.

Single-brooded, Dec-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Recorded in January and February 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Marguerite’s Copper            

Aloeides margaretae                        

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

South Lambert’s Bay”.

Several broods, Sep-May (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Spring to autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

1A Mbulu Copper                       

Aloeides mbuluensis                        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Mbulu, Transkei, 

3 Jan. 1974, E.L. Pringle.”

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to January (Pringle et al., 

1994).

3A Wakkerstroom Copper             

Aloeides merces                       

Henning & Henning, 1986

South Africa: “Wakkerstroon, 

Transvaal”.

Single-brooded, Oct-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). October and November (Pringle et al., 

1994). I've found mid to late December to be the best 

time.

2B Molomo Copper                   

Aloeides molomo molomo 

(Trimen, 1870)

[Lesotho]: “Koro-Koro”. Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to December 

(Pringle et al., 1994)

4 Coalescent Copper              

Aloeides molomo coalescens 

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Umtali”.

September to December (Pringle et al., 1994)

1B Handman's Copper               

Aloeides molomo handmani            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

Malawi: “near Ncheu”. Nothing published.

4 Kielland's Copper                 

Aloeides molomo kiellandi 

Carcasson, 1961

[Tanzania]: “Wanzizi, 1500 m., 

Mpanda, Western Province, 

Tanganyika”.

August to September (Kielland, 1990d).
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3A Kroon’s Copper                   

Aloeides molomo krooni             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Kuruman”.

Double-brooded, Aug-Dec, Mar-Apr (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August to January and 

March-April (Pringle et al., 1994)

4 Botswana Copper                

Aloeides molomo mumbuensis 

Riley, 1921

[Zambia]: “Mumbwa”. Nothing published.

1A Cedarberg Copper               

Aloeides monticola                       

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Cedarberg, 

23.X.1990, V.L. Pringle.”

Single-brooded, Aug-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). Recorded in October and November 

(Pringle, 1994).

3A Mullin's Copper                     

Aloeides mullini                       

Henning & Henning, 1996

Zimbabwe: “Zimbabwe: 

Nyanga, 15.ix.1984, I. Mullin.”

Recorded from late August to late September (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

4 Namibia Copper                   

Aloeides namib iensis                     

Henning & Henning, 1994

Namibia: “Omatako 

Omuramba, 30 Dec. 49.”

The type series was collected on 30 December 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

1B Nolloth’s Copper                 

Aloeides nollothi                            

Tite & Dickson, 1977

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

McDougall’s Bay (near Port 

Nolloth)”.

Single-brooded, Aug-Dec; possible second brood in 

late-summer (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

Recorded from September to December (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

1B Cloud Copper                         

Aloeides nubilus                     

Henning & Henning, 1982

South Africa: “Klipbankspruit, 

Sabie, Transvaal 

[Mpumalanga]”.

Single-brooded, Sep-Nov (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). September and October are the only 

recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Oreas Copper                       

Aloeides oreas                             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Natal: Loteni”. Double-brooded, Sep-Dec and Jan-Apr (peak Jan), 

with some overlap (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). September to February (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Giant Copper                        

Aloeides pallida pallida          

(Riley, 1938)

South Africa: “Steyneberg 

[Steynsburg] (C.P.)”. 

Single-brooded: as early as Aug (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). From about September to 

midsummer (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

1A Grand Copper                       

Aloeides pallida grandis             

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Du Toit’s Kloof”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). 

1A Jonathan's Copper               

Aloeides pallida jonathani 

Pringle, 1987

South Africa: “Kammanassie 

Mountain”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

3A Tsitsikamma Copper           

Aloeides pallida juno        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Karreedouw, 

27.XI.1992, A.B. Pringle.”

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

2A Knysna Copper                    

Aloeides pallida littoralis            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Knysna”.

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). 

1A Baviaanskloof Copper         

Aloeides pallida liversidgei 

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Baviaanskloof 24 

Nov. 1984 (P.S. Liversidge).”

Single-brooded: Oct to early Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Recorded in November 

and December (Pringle et al., 1994; Pringle, 1994).

2A Pennington’s Copper         

Aloeides penningtoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Natal: Gillitts, 

Durban”.

Several broods through warmer months, Aug-Jun, 

peaks Nov and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). August to January and April are the recorded 

months (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dull Copper                          

Aloeides pierus                    

(Cramer, [1779])

[South Africa]: “Kaap de Goede 

Hoop”.

Several broods, Sep-Apr, peaks Oct and Feb 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). In some 

localities there is reduced emergence in mid-

summer (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Plowes Copper                     

Aloeides plowesi                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

“Rhodesia: Salisbury”. August to November, May and June (Pringle et al., 

1994).

4 Pringle’s Copper                 

Aloeides pringlei                             

Tite & Dickson, 1976

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Winterberg”.

Single-brooded, Nov and Dec (Woodhall's Butterflies 

of South Africa). 

1A Quickelberge’s Copper        

Aloeides quickelbergei                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Robinson Pass”.

Single-brooded, Nov-Jan (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). The recorded months are November to 

January (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Riley’s Copper                      

Aloeides rileyi                             

Tite & Dickson, 1976

Lesotho: “Butha Buthe”. Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). 
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3B Rossouw’s Copper              

Aloeides rossouwi                     

Henning & Henning, 1982

South Africa: “Stoffberg, 

Transvaal”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Feb-Mar (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to February 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dune Copper                        

Aloeides simplex                     

(Trimen, 1893)

South Africa: “Port Nolloth, 

Cape Colony”. [False locality].

Double-brooded, Aug-Nov and Jan-Mar, depending 

on rains (Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). 

September to March (Pringle et al., 1994). April (Heath 

& Gardiner, 2009).

2B Stevenson’s Copper            

Aloeides stevensoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

[Zimbabwe]: “Rhodesia: 

Rusape”. [False locality].

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb, but later summer 

emergence is likely (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). November and December (Pringle et al., 

1994).

2A Susan’s Copper                    

Aloeides susanae                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Natal: Muden”. One, possibly two broods, Sep-Jan (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). October to January (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

2A Swanepoel’s Copper           

Aloeides swanepoeli                            

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Natal: Botha’s 

Hill (above railway line) 2,500'”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). August to December 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Dusky Copper                       

Aloeides taikosama 

(Wallengren, 1857)

[South Africa]: “Caffraria”. Continous broods, Aug-Apr, peaks Nov and Mar 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to 

autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

3B Teare's Copper                    

Aloeides tearei                      

Henning & Henning, 1982

[Namibia]: “13 km north of 

Aus”.

August to October, February and May are the months 

so far recorded (Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Red Copper                          

Aloeides thyra thyra                     

(Linnaeus, 1764)

[South Africa]: “Cap. B. Spei”. Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 

peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

1B Brenton Copper                    

Aloeides thyra orientis                        

Pringle, 1994

South Africa: “Knysna, 

11.III.1987, E.L. Pringle.”

Several broods through warmer months; Jul-Apr, 

peaks Oct and Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). All the warmer months of the year (Pringle et 

al., 1994).

2A Tite’s Copper                       

Aloeides titei                             

Henning, 1987

South Africa: “Kastrol Nek, 

Transvaal”.

Single-brooded, Nov-Feb (Woodhall's Butterflies of 

South Africa). November to February (Pringle et al., 

1994).

1A Southey’s Copper                 

Aloeides trimeni southeyae             

Tite & Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

nr Mossel Bay”.

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 

Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to March 

(Pringle et al., 1994).

2A Trimen’s Copper                  

Aloeides trimeni trimeni  Tite & 

Dickson, 1973

South Africa: “Transvaal: 

Witpoortje”.

Two broods, Sep-Dec (peak Oct), and Jan-Apr (peak 

Feb), some overlap in summer (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). September to April (Pringle 

et al., 1994).

2A Van Son’s Copper                 

Aloeides vansoni                            

Tite & Dickson, 1968

South Africa: “Cape Province: 

Matjesfontein”.

Double-brooded, Sep-Nov and Jan-Feb (Woodhall's 

Butterflies of South Africa). Spring to mid-summer 

(Pringle et al., 1994).
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Szabolcs Sáfián 

Mylothris citius  Oremans, 2019 and Mylothris beni Warren-Gash, 2020 (Papilionoidea: 
Pieridae: Pierinae) 
 
Haydon Warren-Gash 
 
Papilio vanessa Fabricius, 1793, nomen oblitum, is a synonym of Liptena septistrigata 
(Bethune-Baker, 1903), nomen protectum (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae). 
 
Richard Vane-Wright 
 
Description of a new endemic genus of the Namib Desert and adjacent biomes in Namibia 
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Michel Libert and Steve C. Collins 

 
  



87 
 

Description of the male of Syrmoptera mixtura (Hulstaert, 1924) (Papilionoidea: 
Lycaenidae: Theclinae) in Northern DRC 
 
Thomas Desloges 
 
Observations on the mating behaviour and related copulatory anatomy of Alaena 
margaritacea Eltringham, 1929 (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) 
Notes on the life history and taxonomy of Cerurina marshalli (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae: 
Cerurinae) 
 
Etienne Terblanche 
 
Description of the larva of Helenoscoparia nigritalis (Walker, 1855) (Pyraloidea: Crambidae: 
Scopariinae) 
 
Timm Karisch and Liza Fowler 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this 
newsletter.  
 
More from the Erebidae family  
 
First let’s complete the Erebinae: 
 

 
And then start with the Hypeniinae: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tytroca metaxantha 
Johan Heyns 

Ulotrichopus ochreipennis 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Ulotrichopus variegata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Hypena laetalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Hypena masurialis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Hypena sp. 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
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Gauteng 
 
I’ve been very inactive during the last two months; butterflies have been scarce, and we’ve had a 
cold Highveld winter. 
 
Lourens Erasmus visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Garden (WSBG) on 27 August as part of the 
SANBI National Botanical Gardens surveys. He recorded 14 species and took the following 
photos: 

 

 
Jan Praet found an aberrant Garden Acraea (Acraea horta) in his 
garden in Linden, Johannesburg. 
 
These aberrations are rare, but not highly unusual in Acraea horta. 
In October 2001 the late Andre Claassens bred two extreme 
examples in Cape Town (Metamorphosis Vol 13 / 3); Andre 
discussed the possible reasons for this phenomenon but didn’t 
arrive at any firm conclusions. He noted that, historically, there are 
more examples of melanistic A. horta females than of males.  
 
Finally for Gauteng, Peter Webb photographed a nice Pale 
Ciliate Blue (Anthene livida livida) in his garden in Irene, 
Pretoria. 

  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Cigaritis natalensis 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Vanessa cardui 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Acraea horta (melanistic aberation) 
Linden, Gauteng 

Jan Praet 
 

Anthene livida livida 
Irene, Gauteng 

Peter Webb 
 



90 
 

Mpumalanga 
 
Mark Williams, Mark’s daughter Carmen, Andrew Mayer and I visited Loding and KwaMhlanga on 
8 Aug. Martin Lunderstedt had initiated the trip but eventually couldn’t make it due to work 
commitments. 
 
We recorded 25 species at Loding (Abundance Index 2.8), including a few harbingers of spring, 
such as Hilltop Silverline (Cigaritis ella). The three most common butterflies were Speckled 
Sulphur Tip (Teracolus agoye agoye), Banded Gold Tip (Teracolus eris eris) and Lemon Traveller 
(Teracolus subfasciatus); Teracolus appears to be a tough, winter-resistant genus.  
 
We found Southern Silverline (Cigaritis natalensis) and Nkosi Acraea (Acraea barberi) at 
KwaMhlanga; unfortunately, I’d forgotten to bring my camera, so no photos from this trip.  

 
Limpopo  

 

 

Eastern Cape 

 

  

Mylothris rueppellii haemus 
Soetdoring, Limpopo 

Johan Greyling 

Charaxes saturnus saturnus 
Limpopo 

Dawn Cory-Touissaint 

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
Venetia NR, Limpopo 
Reinier Terblanche 

Mylothris agathina agathina 
Port Alfred, E Cape 

Rosie Greeff 

Precis archesia archesia  
Port Alfred, E Cape 

Rosie Greeff 

Pontia helice helice 
Port Alfred, E Cape 

Rosie Greeff 
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KZN  
 

  

Borbo fatuellus fatuellus 
Gillitts, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Euchrysops malathana 
Gillitts, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Neptis saclava marpessa 
Gillitts, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Tuxentius melaena melaena 
KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

Pontia helice helice 
KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

Anthene lemnos lemnos 
Umdloti, KZN 

Tom Drinkwater 

Acleros mackenii mackenii 
Palmiet, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Phalanta phalantha aethiopica 
Zimbali, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

Iolaus silas 
Umdloti, KZN 

Tom Drinkwater 

Tom Drinkwater forwarded this photo from 
Mkusi, KZN that he took in March this 

year. He believes it is Coastal Hairstreak 
(Hypolycaena lochmophila) and it does 
appear to have a slight “elbow” at the 
base of the forewing postdiscal stripe; 

what does everyone else think? 

 

Mark Liptrot titled this photo “Mocker 
comes a cropper” and it shows a Southern 

Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus 
cenea) caught in a - appropriately named - 

Clinging Aneilema shrub (Aneilema 
aequinoctiale). 



92 
 

 

Uganda 

 

 

Zimbabwe 

 

 

AFRICA DESK 

Lachnocnema bibulus      
Zimbabwe 

Petrus Erasmus 

Assorted Charaxes       
Harare, Zimbabwe 
Jean-Michel Blake 

Protogoniomorpha parhassus     
Zimbabwe 

Gordon Putteril 

Afriodinia rutherfordii cyclops 
Bwindi, Uganda 

Paul Turyagumanawe 

Hypolimnas salmacis magnifica 
Bwindi, Uganda 

Paul Turyagumanawe 

Harma theobene superna 
Bwindi, Uganda 

Paul Turyagumanawe 

Telchinia amicitiae 
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Byaba 

Pseudacraea semire 
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Byaba 

Uranothauma cyara cyara 
Kibale, Uganda 

Nick Byaba 
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Angola 

 

Mozambique  
 
Alan Gardiner found some Rainforest Scarlet (Axiocerses punicea punicea) larvae in Mozambique 
recently and bred them through. Here are some photos:   

Bebearia cocalia katera  
Cuanza Norte, Angola 

Rogério Ferreira 

Charaxes fulvescens monitor  
Cuanza Norte, Angola 

Rogério Ferreira 

Cymothoe egesta   
Cuanza Norte, Angola 

Rogério Ferreira 

Axiocerses punicea punicea  
Mozambique 
Alan Gardiner 

Axiocerses punicea punicea (tails) 
Mozambique 
Alan Gardiner 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape) 

• Michael Ochse (Germany) 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 31 (2020) – Part 1 is R250 for SA members, excluding 
postage.  
 
*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, stand-
alone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments. 
 
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children 
under the age of 18. 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
 

Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year and, for new members, are discounted by 50% 

after 31 June; to renew your membership, click on the following link: 

 

LepSoc Africa subscriptions 

  

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=members&s=Renew
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Stephen Henning – for the love of butterflies (Part 2) 
 
In December 1965 we set off in our Chevy 2 

Station Wagon for our first trip to Graskop and 

Pilgrim’s Rest. We hoped to catch the copper 

butterfly Chrysoritis aethon and the rocksitter 

Durbania amakosa ayresi. Kowyns Pass was 

also the place where Swannie had caught 

Chysoritis phosphor and Graham was very keen 

to catch one.  No tents this time as we were 

going to sleep in the back of the Station Wagon.  

We found a camp site at Pilgrims Rest which at 

this stage still had a working gold mine. We had 

a great time and caught both C. aethon and D. 

amakosa ayresi, but no sign of C. phosphor.  

We did catch what was called then Lepidochrsops lacrimosa (which Graham and I in 1994 

described as a new species Orachrysops violacea) on a hill near the monument half-way down the 

pass.   

My dad in a letter to Charlie Dickson dated 28th April 1966, writes: “We have also got in touch with 

another two youngsters in Krugersdorp who have been collecting for 2 or 3 years.  These two are 

coming out here next Saturday afternoon, and the boys are very keen on meeting them.  These 

two live much nearer to us, and they are both the same age as Graham, so it may be quite a 

useful contact for the boys, as previously all the butterfly collectors they know were my age or 

more.”  My dad was right as they were Mark Williams and Freddy Matthayse.  Mark Williams has 

remained a good friend and integral part of the butterfly scene until the present day. 

Another place we visited for butterflies was Honeydew Vlei. We first stopped here looking for birds 

back in the early sixties. This was our go to place from February to April most years when the 

verbena plants were in flowers. In March 1965 on a trip there we caught Precis ceryne for the first 

time.  My dad also caught our first Acraea lygus there. It was also probably one of the best places 

in South Africa to catch Precis orithyia. 

In late April 1966 on one of our many trips to Honeydew Vlei we found Teracolus agoye bowkeri 

and C. evenina flying.  My dad in his letter of 10th April 1966 writes, “We were surprised, as last 

year in the same spot, we caught no Colotis at all, but female Hypolimnas misippus and 

Catacroptera cloanthe which are missing this year.” 

FOCUS ON… 

 

FOCUS ON… 

 

1970 Stephen and our dog Molly at the Aloeides dentatis spot 
at Witpoortjie (Ruimsig) 
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In May 1966 we made another trip to Honeydew 

Vlei.  My dad writes to Charlie Dickson on the 7th 

of May, “But I am forgetting the news.  Last 

Saturday Swannie came out here for the day, 

before returning to Ladybrand.  It was cloudy 

and he was wearing his “church” clothes, so he 

said, but I persuaded him to go over the hill to 

the vlei at Hondeydew with us as that is about 

the only place with any butterflies.  As usual 

there were lots of Colias electo, D. chrysippus, 

J. hierta cebrene, V. cardui etc and Swannie 

enjoyed himself catching P. orithyia which he 

said is not so plentiful elsewhere.” 

 

It was on this occasion as I was walking along the path around the vlei with Swannie following 

close behind me, that I nearly stepped on a Ringkals (a spitting cobra).  I did not see the snake 

lying across the path and by chance just stepped over it.  Swannie following behind saw it rearing 

up and caught it in his butterfly net.  He said he had caught snakes this way before and actually 

had sold some to a snake park.  When he finished telling us about it he tossed it into the lake 

where we watched it swim off to the other side.  A scary moment but I am glad our dog lassie was 

not with us as I have heard stories of the snake spitting into the dog’s eyes and blinding them. 

My dad continues, “Then Graham caught a D. chrysippus form alcippus which is not too 

uncommon.  We have three or four previous specimens from the same place. 

“Coming back, somehow or other our conversation turned to form dorippus which Swannie said 

was extremely scarce.  Graham was lagging behind, and then we heard a big shout from him, and 

we had to run to see what had happened.  And we found he had actually caught a form dorippus!  

Was he very pleased with himself.” 

Swannie was beside himself and he rushed about trying to find another one – we had difficulty 

getting him into the car.   I think he wanted us to give the specimen to him but there was no way 

we were going to give it up. 

 

Graham at Honeydew Vlei in 1971 where Hilliardiella hirsuta – 
the food-plant of Ludia delegorguei - grows. We bred L, 

delegorguei in numbers that year. 

Bill Henning at Honeydew Vlei in 1971. March 1971 – Collecting butterflies on the purple flowers 
(Verbena) at Honeydew Vlei, 
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In the same letter, my dad records our first contact with Russell Badham who was a top lawyer in 

Johannesburg and a friend of Bill Teare.  He wrote, “I spoke to Russell Badham on the phone for 

the first time the other day and have made arrangements to go out to view his collection on 

Wednesday evening, and to meet him.”   

In his next letter dated 13 June 1966, my dad follows up on the story, “On Wednesday we went to 

see Russell Badham’s collection.  We had a very nice time and saw hundreds of butterflies. Many 

of them were from the Congo.  This interested us very much, as we are mad enough to want to 

collect pan-African and not only South African.  We do have quite a few odds and ends from Ivory 

Coast and Central Africa due mainly to the kindness of Norman Brauer who sends us some of 

these quite often.  Swannie of course says we are crazy to collect everything, as we will not have 

sufficient cabinet space.  This is true I suppose, but we will never be able to collect them all 

anyway and will certainly house all those we do manage to get.  I do not think we should stick to 

political boundaries though. The African butterflies are of interest because it is always possible 

that one day, I may be able to take a trip up north, whereas South American or Malaysian flies do 

not interest us so much.” 

Badham was an exuberant collector. Characteristically when climbing a mountain, he would aim 

for the highest point and storm it, veering neither left nor right. His philosophy towards his 

butterflies was one of pure enjoyment. Butterflies named after him were the cherry on the top. A 

story he often told us was how on the last day of an exhausting trip to Zaire (Democratic Republic 

of the Congo) in search of a female of a lovely Sallya butterfly, he returned tired, despondent and 

unsuccessful to his Land Rover only to find that his wife, who had stayed behind, had caught a 

single insect which had flown up to the vehicle. It was the very Sallya he had been looking for. The 

specimen now has pride of place in the Henning Collection. 

We went on several trips with him and the one to Mosdene near Naboomspruit was particularly 

memorable. 

In the late sixties Russell decided to make all his own cabinets and let us have his old ones for 

only a nominal price. We were over the moon as these were our first ever cabinets. Up to then our 

collection had been housed in storage boxes. In fact, most of the cabinets housing our collection 

have come from either Bill Teare or Russell Badham. 

We also started getting more involved with breeding butterflies and Charlies Dickson sent us some 

Acraea horta pupae from Cape Town.  In a letter dated 7th July 1966 my dad writes: “It was 

extremely interesting to receive the pupae, as we have not yet had much experience at hatching 

out things.  They boys have, as you suggested, put them in a cardboard box in the kitchen, with 

some netting over the top, and removed all traces of cotton wool.  They are all very much alive 

and wiggling madly.” 

He continues, “I must tell you of our two experiences of hatching things out.  We once found some 

nice green, yellow and lilac larvae on protea bushes at Strubens Valley.  These we took home and 

fed on protea leaves.  The larvae had small spines and I found that if you happened to touch them 

lightly you got a nasty sting like a stinging nettle sting and little bumps came up on the skin that 

itched terribly.  If you grasped them firmly you did not get hurt. 

“Eventually several of these larvae spun cocoons on the inside of the cardboard box and when 

they hatched out, they were very pretty green and brown moths.  We bred 2 males and 2 females 

and still have them today.  We have never seen the moth in flight, and come across no other 

specimens, though we found larvae again.”  We later identified these moths as Latoia johannes 
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(Limacodidae) and the whole family tend to have caterpillars with stinging hairs which cause 

severe pain in contact with human or other flesh: not just the urticarial irritation of some hairy 

caterpillars.  My dad did not mention it, but we found their pupae all over the trunks of the proteas.  

They were hard greyish-white cocoons and when they hatched a lid was cut off one end, a bit like 

cutting the top off of a boiled egg. 

Also, in 1966 Dad wrote to Swannie who was working in Duiwelskoof at that time.  Swannie said 

he would show us his spot at Munnik and other good localities in the area.  He said there was a 

nice caravan park at Duiwelskloof where we 

could stay. 

Dad, Graham, and I set off very early on the 

Sunday morning (about 2:30 am) 2nd October 

1966 and met Swannie on his motorbike at 

Munnik at 8.30 am where we had some 

breakfast.  Then Swannie took us to the flowers 

by the side of the railway lines.  There we 

caught our first Spialia secessus and S. 

abscondita .  We also took some Aloeides that 

Swannie says are a different species from 

almeida.  This turned out to be true and they 

were later described as Aloeides swanepoeli 

Tite & Dickson. 

After catching at Munnik, Swannie took us to three different koppies in the Buffelsberg.  The third 

one was the special one where we caught Aphnaeus hutchinsoni, Iolaus silarus and I. alienus.  

We subsequently had another visit there on the Monday afternoon and caught a female Iolaus 

silarus and the first day a couple of males and one I. alienus but no A. hutchinsoni.  Swannie also 

showed us where he caught his bushveld Charaxes.  He said if you get here early in the morning 

you could find Charaxes castor on the slopes as early as 10 am.  Here we got Abantis venosa, A. 

paradisea and Platylesches robustus.   

It was now getting rather late in the day and Swannie took us to the Municipal Caravan Park at 

Duiwelskloof, where we made ourselves at home in a very nice rondawel.  All modern 

conveniences including a bath, made this ideal headquarters.  We also enjoyed the mangoes from 

the trees lining all the tracks in the caravan park. 

Next morning, Monday, Swannie took us up through the Duiwelskloof rainforests to the top of the 

mountain and showed us his special spot for Lepidochrysops tantalus, but unfortunately, we were 

too early in the season. 

Then we went to Mokeetsi and Swannie showed us the place for Eronia leda (we caught 2) and 

Colotis ione (we took three or four males).  After that he had to leave us and go to work.  We 

appreciated him showing us all these special spots, as we would never have found them all 

ourselves.  We bumped into Dr Nicholson from Johannesburg collecting on the Buffelsberg, too. 

The weather was perfect, but Swannie said it would not last and advised us to go to Malta Forest 

on the Tuesday before the weather broke.  This we did, and there we got quite a few single 

specimens of things we badly needed.  The rainforest was much drier than in previous trips there 

in December and January months, but the waterfall and river were flowing strongly.  Butterflies 

David Swanepoel (Swannie) on his motorbike 
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were not nearly as plentiful as in the summer, and about the only thing flying all the time was 

Acraea natalica.  Graham was full of energy and wandered all over the place and caught all sorts 

of odd specimens.  We put our traps up, and only took half a dozen Charaxes but among them 

were a perfect female Charaxes druceanus moerens. 

We stayed over at Malta Forest on Tuesday night, sleeping again in the back of the Chevy 2.  

During the night we left our butter and bacon in a container in the middle of the river to keep cool.  

In the morning it was gone – we wondered what animal had a feed.  We saw plenty of monkeys 

there in the trees.   

We collected again for most of the day.   Two notable captures were a male Iolaus silarus and a 

female Deudorix dariaves.  On Wednesday evening we were back at Duiwelskloof for a hot bath 

and comfortable quarters. 

On Thursday the weather broke – Swannie was right.  The sky was covered in thick clouds from 

horizon to horizon and we headed home. 

Another place we regularly visited at that time was at the old 36/6 miles stone on the road from 

Pretoria to Warmbaths, close to Pienaar’s River.  The bush here was thick and over the years we 

caught just about all the bushveld species we needed. 

On Sunday the 7th of April 1968 we took a trip to Pienaar’s River. Dad writes on the 23rd of April 

1968: “Since we have been back (from Woodbush and Malta Forest) we managed a trip to 

Pienaar’s River two Sundays ago, and got some very nice fresh Colotis, and also at last a series 

of Oradium barberae.” 

He continues, “Graham also caught our very first 

female Colotis celimene but it was not a very 

good specimen. Anyway, it is a female and our 

first one. It was surprising that the specimen was 

so worn, when all the commoner Colotis were so 

perfect.” 

In a letter dated 12th December 1968 my dad 
described the successful visit of Father 
Hermann Falke.  He writes: “Last weekend we 
had a visitor a Father H. Falke a Roman 
Catholic priest from Uganda who was one of my 

Stephen observing the behaviour of an Oradium barberae at 
Pienaar’s River 13th December 1970. 

Bill Henning collecting Colotis at Pienaar’s River 13th 
December 1970.. 
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more recent contacts in tropical Africa. He was on his way to Colesburg in the Cape to stay with a 
friend of his for a fortnight’s holiday and he had nowhere to stay in Johannesburg and we put him 
up between plane and train. I collected him at the Airport on Friday afternoon, and he brought a 
large box of butterflies and moths with him for us. There must be over 300 specimens, and so our 
Pan African collection has received a tremendous boost. Fortunately, we are able to refill his box 
from our spares box so that he will have something to take back to Canada with him. His time at 
the mission in Uganda is now finished and in early January he will be in Canada.” 
My dad continues, “On Saturday we took him out to Pienaar’s River thorn tree area, where the 
catching was particularly good due to the recent rains. We were surprised and delighted to find 
that the satyrid Coenyropsis natalii was flying in numbers and a specimen or two could be found 
under almost every shady tree. Previously we had but two specimens in our collection, so we were 
able to complete our series and have some spares over for others.” 
 
In February 1969 Dad, Graham and I arranged a trip to the Limpopo Province with Jeff Kaplan a 

dentist from Cape Town. We were going to see as much as we could as Jeff never collected in the 

Northern Transvaal (now Limpopo Province) before. We hoped to go to the Saltpan, Entabeni and 

Malta Forests. We set off early on the morning of 15th February with Jeff Kaplan for the long 

journey to Entabeni Forest in the Zoutpansberg. Jeff drove us in his Mercedes. 

We did not camp as we had Jeff with us and stayed at the Punch Bowl Inn (now known as the 

Avoca Vale after a refurbishment) near Louis Trichardt. The Inn is on the side of a mountain and 

overlooks the Zoutpansberg. 

In the grounds of the Punch Bowl Inn, we caught a number of hawkmoths new to us feeding on 

the honeysuckle growing along the fence and other moths coming to the lights. 

On our first trip to the Entabeni Forest on the 16th of February 1969 we were not sure how to get 

there and where the best spot was to collect. We had to take a turning pointing to Entabeni Forest 

Reserve off the road running from Louis Trichardt to the Kruger National Park’s Punda Milia Gate. 

The road in the forest was a dirt track and we eventually found a suitable spot to stop and put up 

our traps. We had a lovely time and got some good specimens of all three Entabeni subspecies 

that were new to us - Charaxes druceanus entabeni, Charaxes xiphares bavenda, and Papilio 

ophidicephalus entabeni. It was a bit late for these Papilios, but our specimens are not too bad. 

 

 

Graham at the Saltpan with the Zoutpansberg in the 
background. 

Saltpan 1969 – Bill under one of the big trees - Xanthocersis 
zambesiaca (Fabaceae) 
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At the Saltpan it was very hot even under the big trees where we parked.  Jeff was particularly 

affected by the heat and was sweating profusely. He even took his boots off a couple of times and 

to wring out his socks which were soaking wet with sweat. He had special salt tablets to replace 

the minerals lost in his excessive sweating.  He drank so much water that his stomach sloshed as 

he moved around. We caught the normal things at the Saltpan including the blue female of 

Charaxes viola phaeus (now Charaxes phaeus) and form vansoni (now Charaxes vansoni). 

The scariest thing about the trip was Jeff Kaplan driving along the Waterpoort road at 100 miles 

per hour steering with his knee as he ate tinned cling peaches with a spoon from a tin. 

 

During one of our trips to the Limpopo Province in September 1969 we stayed at Duiwelskloof.  In 

the grounds of the rondavels where we stayed were a couple of Palm trees which we searched for 

Zophopetes dysmephila larvae and pupae but only found a hatched pupa in a folded leaf. As it 

was getting dark, I caught a female sitting on one of the palm leaves. We continued to search and 

suddenly out of the dusk we could see males whizzing past as fast as bullets. All you can see 

while the males are in flight were the white tips to their wings and white antennae.  Graham caught 

3 or 4 of them in flight!  These skippers are aptly named ‘nightfighters’. 

 

On the way home on the 13th of September 1969, 

we stopped off at our spot at Naboomspruit and caught 6 Iolaus pallene including females. Dad 

was very pleased that he even caught one himself! This was the best thing of the trip, as 

previously we only had 2 broken faded specimens. We also caught 3 perfect Cigaritis phanes and 

a lovely female C. ella. 

The end of 1969 also brought success on the butterfly front. We had been looking off and on for 

Alaena margaritacea for a number of years at its only known locality at Haenertsburg without any 

luck.  We mentioned to Douglas Kroon that we knew the spot and he suggested we take a trip up 

there as he also did not have many specimens.  Kroon was a medical doctor and at that time had 

his practice at Sasolburg in the OFS.   

Anyway Douglas, Graham and I headed up to Haenertsburg on the 27th of December 1969.  The 

spot Graham and I knew was on the peaks of the Wolkberg some 10 miles to the west of 

Haenertsburg.  We followed the dirt road heading up to the hills and eventually arrived at the 

locality.  It was grassy slope next to patch of rainforest.  We parked the car and climbed into the 

field.   We all set off in different directions hoping to be the first to catch a specimen.  The weather 

was perfect, and it was the right time of the year. 

Dad collecting butterflies at Naboomspruit 13th September 1970. Dad looking for Iolaus pallene larvae at Naboomspruit 13th 
September 1970. 
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I had not gone far when I saw a small orange butterfly fluttering around the grass.  I soon had my 

first A. margaritacea.  I soon realised that they were everywhere fluttering about and settling on 

the grass stems. They were there in their hundreds if not thousands.  Where I was walking, I could 

see as many as 7 or 8 sitting on a grass stem at the same time.  As I walked through the area, I 

was surrounded by an orange cloud of tiny butterflies.  It was hard to believe that I was probably 

walking among one of the rarest butterfly species in South Africa.  I was later to describe this 

butterfly as Vulnerable in the “South Africa Red Data Book – Butterflies” published in 1989.  I 

certainly would have found that difficult to believe at that moment twenty years before. 

I soon collected all that I needed and started making observations of these engaging little 

butterflies. The colony appeared to extend over an area no larger than a hectare and it was 

located on a steep slope some 400 metres below the peak.  The slopes were grassy with large 

lichen covered rocks.  The butterfly had a weak fluttering flight, when disturbed it flies a few metres 

before settling again on a grass stem.  The males seem to establish territories in the breeding area 

perching on grass stalks and when another male enters its territory it will sometimes chase it 

away.  The females flutter slowly throughout the breeding range searching for suitable rocks on 

which to lay her eggs.  The foodplant is probably lichen and I saw a female laying three eggs on a 

rock. 

I saw Douglas coming down from the peak.  He had only caught a couple of L. margaritacea as he 

had walked straight through the colony on the way to the peak.  Graham had caught even more 

than I had, and we showed Douglas where to collect and he soon had all that he needed. So, the 

main object of this trip – to collect Alaena margaritacea was achieved and we all captured all the 

specimens that we needed, and it only took about 2 hours. We then headed off to Tzaneen to our 

hotel where we celebrated a most successful day. 

My dad had always wanted to go to Port St Johns to collect butterflies. The stories in Swannie’s 

book had really inspired him.  Dad had just recovered from a hernia operation but was well enough 

to drive to Port St Johns in May 1970. I took leave but Graham was not able to do so as he had 

just started his accountancy articles and had no leave due to him so could not come. We went and 

saw Bill Teare in March 1970, and he told him all the best places to collect at Port St Johns. 

We decided on mid-May for the trip to Port St Johns as it was supposed to be a good time for 

butterflies. We decided to follow the route through Flagstaff and Lusikisiki.  We crossed the bridge 

over the Umzimvubu River and followed the river down to its mouth where Port St Johns is 

situated.  I was totally enchanted as we nipped along the tarred road to Port St Johns.  We were 

staying in The Cape Hermes Hotel a 3-star Hotel on the beach front on the edge of the village.  

There were fantastic views over the sea from the terrace of the hotel and I stood there enchanted 

for several minutes.  The hotel was at first beach within walking distance of the town, but the main 

bathing beach was at second beach where there was a holiday resort with bungalows and facilities 

for camping.  To get to second beach you had to drive out of Port St Johns and over the 

intervening hills.  At the top of these hills, we were told that we would see some concrete water 

reservoirs and that one of the best collecting areas for the rare skipper Abantis bicolor was on the 

wooded hills behind the reservoirs.   There was a narrow path meandering up from the reservoirs 

through the thick coastal bush and montane forest.  It was around the edge of some of these 

clearings the A bicolor were said to occur. Unfortunately, we did not catch any on this trip although 

just below the reservoirs we caught three nice females of Iolaus silas.  We also caught our first 

Pseudacraea eurytus just up from the reservoirs.   
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Another species we were looking for was the large brown G. parmeno diversa which is reputed to 

be common in the rainforests around Port St. Johns during May.  My dad and I searched along the 

edges of the forest on the southern side of the village and entered a banana plantation.  Here we 

beat the plants under the trees and out emerged our first diversa.  After emerging from the deep 

shade of the plants the large brown butterfly took off flying in a most irregular manner, flapping its 

wings heavily before settling again on the ground.  Once it had stopped flying it was difficult to see 

as it blended in with the dead leaves and twigs.  However, it was soon in the net.  We soon found 

that if we disturbed one it would seldom keep on the wing for more than a few metres at a time 

and we soon had all we wanted.  We also saw a number of specimens feeding on rotten guavas 

and other fruit. 

  

 

We asked permission of one of the farmers to set up our traps in his plantation.  He had no 

problems with this, and we caught a series of Charaxes cithaeron, but 90% of all the Charaxes 

caught were broken.  It was obviously too late in the year.  Looking for a better spot to put up our 

traps we crossed the river again and went up one of the side roads and found a couple of nice 

clearings with a couple of guava trees and lots of fermenting fruit covered with flies and a variety 

of browns.  We set up a couple of our traps along the edge of the clearing. We did not have much 

luck, but we did manage to catch two males (one perfect) and a very broken female of Charaxes 

pondoensis. 

In 1969 we were told by Danie Rossouw about a better locality to catch Lepidochrysops praeterita 

than the New Doornfontein mine at Carltonville. Danie had gone to University at Potchefstroom 

and found this new locality near the military base. 

In a letter dated 6th October 1970 my dad writes: “We went to Potchefstroom on the 20th of 

September 1970, and it was very hot and dry. We did manage to get some Lepidochrysops 

praeterita, but no L. procera or Thestor basutus that is supposed to fly there.” This turned out to be 

a wonderful locality for L. praeterita and we also discovered and bred Stugeta bowkeri henningi 

from there. 

 

[Part 2 of a three-part series – Part 3 will feature in November’s newsletter]  

March 1970 Bill putting up trap nets Stephen collecting butterflies at Port St Johns 
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your 

identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Entries for July 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 

JULY 
 
July’s winner is Paul Turyagumanawe from 
Uganda, a friend of Rogers Muhwezi. 
 
Paul took this great picture of Rwenzori Mountain 
Fritillary (Issoria baumanni baumanni) near 
Bwindi, southwest Uganda.  
 
Issoria is a largely Palaearctic genus; three 
montane species are found in the Afrotropical 
Region 

Eronia cleodora 
Nibela, KZN 

Wayne Johnston 
 

 
 

Euphaedra neophron meruensis 
Arusha, Tanzania 
Amos Hardecker 

 
 

Euphaedra eleus eleus 
Kibale, Uganda  

Rogers Muhwezi 
 

Acraea aglaonice   
Blyde River, Mpumalanga  

Joey de Vries 
 
 

Charaxes jahlusa argynnides 
Somkhanda, KZN 

Mark Liptrot  
 

 

Cyrestis camillus camillus 
Bwindi, Uganda 

Paul Turyagumanawe 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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The monthly winners for the 2020 – 2021 season are displayed below: 

 

AUGUST 2020 
Myrina silenus penningtoni 

Namaqualand, N Cape 
Taryn Morton 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
Charaxes jahlusa rex 

Magaliesberg, Gauteng 
Stephen Ball 

OCTOBER 2020 
Euryphura concordia   

Zambia 
Mark Hellam 

NOVEMBER 2020 
Axiocerses coalescens  
Magaliesberg, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 

 

DECEMBER 2020 
Anthene lindae  

Witsand, N Cape  
Vaughan Jessnitz 

 

JANUARY 2021 
Assorted butterflies  

Tsavo, Kenya  
Tim Nicklin 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 
Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe (egg)  

Gillitts, KZN  
Steve Woodhall 

 

MARCH 2021 
Precis tugela tugela  

Haenertsburg, Limpopo 
Reinier Terblanche 

 

APRIL 2021 
Cyrestis camillus sublineata  
Inhamitanga, Mozambique  

Claudia Ley 

 

MAY 2021 
Colotis erone  

Kirk Falls, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

 

JUNE 2021 
Appias epaphia contracta  
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe 

Arthur Harmsworth 

 

JULY 2021 
Issoria baumanni baumanni  

Bwindi, Uganda 
Paul Turyagumanawe  
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And the winners for the 2021-2022 season are… 

  
FIRST PRIZE: Vaughan Jessnitz 

Anthene lindae  

Witsand, N Cape, S Africa  

Trekkpje, Namibia 

SECOND PRIZE: Paul Turyagumanawe 
Issoria baumanni baumanni  

Bwindi, Uganda 

THIRD PRIZE: Mark Hellam  
Euryphura concordia  

Zambia 
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Entries for August 

 
 

   

Telchinia pharsalus pharsalus 
Arusha, Tanzania 
Amos Hardecker 

Cigaritis natalensis 

WSBG, Gauteng 

Lourens Erasmus 
 
 
 

Drepanogynis bifasciata,  
Vanrynsdorp, W Cape 

Frank Gaude 
 

Myrina silenus ficedula 
Oribi Gorge, KZN 
Tom Drinkwater 

 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
August’s winner (the first winner of the 2021 – 
2022 season) is Rogério Ferreira, who took 
this picture of the Blue Diadem (Hypolimnas 
salmacis salmacis) in Cuanza Norte 
Province, northeast Angola. 
 
This is one of the most spectacular African 
butterflies; the various subspecies are 
reasonably common and widespread within 
tropical rainforests. 

Telchinia encedon encedon 
Msansi Grassland, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 
 
 
 
 

Iolaus aequatorialis  
Mpanga, Uganda 

Rogers Muhwezi 
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How to kill caterpillars (by an expert)  

Colin Congdon with added wisdom from Ivan Bampton 
  
In the course of our wanderings around Africa we have found and killed hundreds, probably 
thousands of innocent caterpillars. (guilty ones too, no doubt). These notes are a few do's, don'ts 
and how-to's we have picked up on the way.  
 
The two easiest ways to kill caterpillars are to cook them or to zap them with insecticide. 
 
Cooking your caterpillars. In hot sun on a hot day, put them into a small plastic pot as you find 
them on the foodplant, and then put the pot in the top of your backpack. Then just keep walking. 
Or you can leave the backpack in the sun as you have your lunch. You can achieve the same 
effect by leaving them in a plastic box on a sunny window sill, or in the back of the car. We carry a 
cool box; it doesn't have to be big. If the weather won't oblige, and it's tipping down in buckets, you 
can try drowning them. Just put your pot of caterpillars in the outside pocket of your waterproof as 
you walk home. With a bit of luck by the time you get there – caterpillar soup.  
 
Insecticides. These come in various disguises. For instance, if you are working in an area infested 
with mosquitoes you will be eaten alive if you don't put on a repellent. Most repellents contain 
‘deet’ (Diethyltoluamide), a powerful insecticide. They don't draw attention to this, so you have to 
read the small print. The mozzies zoom in and bite, you apply the repellent, absentmindedly 
scratch the itch, and transfer the insecticide to the next caterpillar you find. And the next, and the 
next... 'Mosi-Guard' does not contain ‘deet’. Another way to achieve a kill is to forget, in the heat of 
the moment when you find your sitting-room full of red ants, that you have a sleeve of pupae on 
the mantelpiece. Same applies to red ants in your tent. Another option is to put your papered 
specimens (protected with insecticide) into the cool box with your caterpillars, to save space. Or 
try storing your empty caterpillar boxes in with your spare insecticide: the poison will soon 
impregnate the plastic. The possibilities are endless.  
 
Of course, you don't have to kill your caterpillars; you can simply throw them away. This is easy to 
do, particularly with the very smallest ones. They are quite good at hiding (had a few million years' 
practice, so they should be), and are easily dumped at the next change of foodplant. To avoid this 
we stick a strip of parcel tape (not the shiny sort) onto the lid of the box, and note the number of 
caterpillars and other important details about them in waterproof ink. Then we count the 
caterpillars onto the fresh foodplant. We keep the old foodplant to one side until we have 
accounted for all the caterpillars, so we can easily go through it again if one of them has gone 
missing.  
 
You can try enlisting the help of the caterpillars themselves. Put a selection of different sizes into 
the same box. With a bit of luck they will be cheerfully eating each other in no time. They 
particularly like their friends who are just pupating. Some lycaenids are really good at this.  
 
We find it best to cut out the bit of foodplant with the caterpillar on it, having checked underneath 
the leaf to ensure we are not cutting another one in half. This is because they shed their heads 
from time to time (ecdysis). When they are ready to do this they spin a pad to sit on while they wait 
for their old heads to come off. Then they walk out of their old skin, and start eating again. But if 
you move them, their old feet are no longer anchored to the pad, and they can't walk out of their 
old skin - it just comes along too. So if you find a caterpillar immobile on the side of the box, leave 
it alone.  

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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Hot tip #1. When you open the box, check inside the lid. Then use stamp tweezers to pick up the 
foodplant. Look carefully before you act, as small caterpillars are often on the end of the stalk. 
Then before you put the lid back on, check that there are no caterpillars on the rim of the box.  
 
When we are on the move we always keep our caterpillars in plastic freezer boxes with snap-on 
lids. The foodplant does not wilt, and no, the caterpillars do not suffocate (these boxes are not 
really airtight). But we do have to check them regularly. Best is in the cool of the morning but in full 
daylight. And remember that a box that was big enough for a dozen or so just out of the egg will 
only take one or two in the final instar. When travelling, the plastic boxes are packed into a cool 
box. On their own. If you put anything liquid in with them it will escape and drown them. I promise. 
Anything in powder form will burst and smother them.  
 
If we are going to be in one place for any length of time, we try to 'bag out'. To do this, we enclose 
a branch of growing foodplant in a mesh bag, put in a few caterpillars, and let them get on with it. 
This is a very good opportunity to feed your favourite caterpillars to the spiders. Check the bag for 
holes, check the branch for spiders, and don't put too many in one bag or the frass will attract 
wasps. These will cheerfully chew their way into almost anything, and cart off the caterpillars. If 
you can find the stuff, encircle the base of the branch with py-grease. This is a mixture of 
pyrethrum and grease used by fruit growers, and will keep ants from climbing up into the bag. It 
stains bright orange, and has an amazing ability to get onto everything, but it does keep the ants 
out. We pin a note onto each bag saying what is in it and where it came from. 
 
Empty boxes should be scrubbed and disinfected, particularly if the box is empty because the last 
occupant died in it. Sometimes you get an epidemic which will wipe out all your caterpillars. You 
can induce one by poor hygiene, overcrowding, putting in wet foodplant, abrupt changes in 
temperature (particularly from hot to cold), failing to change stale foodplant, or feeding the wrong 
foodplant. This last is particularly easy if you have just moved out of the area where the right one 
grows. In this case, check the literature: sometimes the information in the books is correct, and 
you can change the caterpillars onto an alternative diet.  
 
Pupae are a different matter. We make a box frame from heavy gauge wire, stick a 25mm slab of 
expanded polystyrene (the white stuff that screams when you cut it) to the back, and cover the 
whole thing in mozzie netting, leaving some spare at the front. Pupae are dated and labelled, a pin 
is pushed through the label and stuck into the polystyrene. Then the spare material at the front of 
the box is gathered in a twist, and clipped shut with a clothes peg. Keep closely related species in 
different boxes, or all manner of mix-ups can happen. It gets tricky when you are on the move. 
Pupae are easily damaged by being bounced around in a box. Recently pupated ones can be 
packed in cotton wool, but the ones that might emerge just have to take their chance.  
 
Hot tip #2. As often as not, your prize caterpillar will decide to pupate on the side of its plastic box. 
You can try to scrape the pupa off, but be very careful not to damage it at the base (cremaster). 
We find that if we stick a strip of parcel tape (not the shiny sort) up against the base of the pupa, 
we can peel it off the box, and the pupa comes too. We write the data on the strip before we stick 
it onto the box, then all we have to do is fold it sticky side inwards, shove a pin through it, and stick 
it into the expanded polystyrene.  
 
Hot tip #3. Occasionally you get an awkward customer who pupates on the floor of the box 
unattached to anything. We write its details on a piece of paper, put a dab of white wood glue (no 
other kind will do) onto the paper, and manoeuvre the tail end of the pupa into the glue. When dry, 
you can trim the paper and pin to the polystyrene as usual.  
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Moment of joy! Your butterfly emerges. Wait at least a couple of hours before zapping it (overnight 
if it is a big species), to let the wings dry thoroughly. Meanwhile put the box into a cool dark 
cupboard. Then, if you are at home, shut all the windows as a precaution, slide a hand into the 
box, and tickle the butterfly into a small pot. Slam the lid, and rush to the fridge. Leave it there for 
an hour or two and then transfer to the freezer. We find that if you go direct to the freezer they 
tend to turn inside out, and are then difficult to handle. On the move you just have to kill them like 
netted specimens.  
 
One last thing. Eggs. Don't put these into a (nearly) airtight pot or the plant they are on will go 
mouldy before they hatch, and the mould will 56 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 16, No. 2 June 2005 
spread all over the eggs. Use those transparent slide top boxes meant for pins and so on. The 
plant will dry out, but that doesn't matter as long as you keep an eye on things. We try to tally the 
empty eggs with the first instar caterpillars, so we remove empty eggs every morning. Then if we 
see an empty egg we know there is a little caterpillar hiding in there somewhere. Oh, and don't 
forget to label the egg box.  
 
Basic Toolkit.  
Absorbent paper. For drying foodplant and wiping condensation from the insides of caterpillar 
boxes.  
Parcel tape (you know the sort). For labels on boxes, bags and pupae.  
Stamp tweezers. For handling foodplant.  
Kitchen scissors. For cutting out the bits of leaves with caterpillars on when changing foodplant. 
They have lots of other uses, so if they go missing, check in the kitchen. Pins.  
Fine camel-hair paintbrush. For moving really small caterpillars.  
Larger artist's paintbrush. For sweeping out frass.  
Wood glue. Hot tip #3  
Fine felt-tip drawing pen. We use size 01 black. For labels. Carry a spare.  
Hand lens.  
 
And then of course there's all the other stuff like freezer bags, plastic boxes, digital cameras, 
laptops and so on. A 4 X 4 helps, too 
 
June 2005 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 16, No. 2 
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This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as 
submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 

EDITION DATE LINK  EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 ABN 2016-5  2020-1 Jan 2020 ABN 2020-1 

2016-6 Nov 2016 ABN 2016-6  2020-2 Mar 2020 ABN 2020-2 

2017-1 Jan 2017 ABN 2017-1  2020-3 May 2020 ABN 2020-3 

2017-2 Mar 2017 ABN 2017-2  2020-4 Jul 2020 ABN 2020-4 

2017-3 May 2017 ABN 2017-3  2020-5 Sep 2020 ABN 2020-5 

2017-4 Jul 2017 ABN 2017-4  2020-6 Nov 2020 ABN 2020-6 

2017-5 Sep 2017 ABN 2017-5  2021-1 Jan 2021 ABN 2021-1 

2017-6 Nov 2017 ABN 2017-6  2021-2 Mar 2021 ABN 2021-2 

2018-1 Jan 2018 ABN 2018-1  2021-3 May 2021 ABN 2021-3 

2018-2 Mar 2018 ABN 2018-2  2021-4 July 2021 ABN 2021-4 

2018-3 May 2018 ABN 2018-3     

2018-4 Jul 2018 ABN 2018-4     
2018-5 Sep 2018 ABN 2018-5     
2018-6 Nov 2018 ABN 2018-6     
2019-1 Jan 2019 ABN 2019-1     
2019-2 Mar 2019 ABN 2019-2     
2019-3 May 2019 ABN 2019-3     
2019-4 July 2019 ABN 2019-4     

2019-5 Sep 2019 ABN 2019-5     
2019-6 Nov 2019 ABN 2019-6     

 

FOOTNOTE 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/genwci398mqn1ux/ABN%202020-1.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ay67evoiuh360lf/ABN%202020-2.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ay67evoiuh360lf/ABN%202020-2.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ay67evoiuh360lf/ABN%202020-2.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ay67evoiuh360lf/ABN%202020-2.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1548/African%20Butterfly%20News%202020-6.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mj76yw5w3961bbi/ABN%202021-1.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc6q4m4gqmlkd9g/ABN%202021-2.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/54n7a5a7fzevq82/ABN%202021-3.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-2%20reduced.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oyu3mkbzqlw1by3/ABN%202021-4.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1458/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-3.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1460/ABN%202018-4.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1470/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-5.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1477/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-6.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1483/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-1.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1488/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-2%20.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/crt2qs5zlfub75i/ABN%202019-3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/umzjpgkgqhoc5uw/ABN%202019-4.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/umzjpgkgqhoc5uw/ABN%202019-4.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v7go4yokv2e9v22/ABN%202019-6.pdf?dl=0

