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LATEST NEWS
Welcome to November’s newsletter!
In South Africa at least, the butterfly season is in full swing, and we have a full schedule of news,
scientific articles, and trip-reports in this newsletter.
Over the weekend of 2 and 3 October, LepSoc Africa hosted its Annual Conference and General
Meeting, which for the first time, showcased both “live” and “virtual” presenters and audience.
While we will undoubtably be able to make the live / virtual interactions slicker in future, I believe
the system worked really well and we will adopt a similar formula in future: our Conference will be
accessible to all LepSoc Africa members, wherever you may live in the world.

Corrections
Nothing to report this month!

LepSoc Africa Conference
LSA held its annual Conference and General Meeting
over the weekend of 2 and 3 October. The date was
chosen to coincide with prime Highveld butterfly
season and to encourage delegates from other areas
to attend. The conference was dedicated to Peter
Webb, who as many of you will know, is critically ill
with pancreatic cancer.
For the first time, the Conference consisted of a
combination of “virtual” attendees and presenters,
plus those delegates who attended in person.
The venue was the Nestlé Centre at WSBG and the
venue was provided to us, free of charge, by SANBI.
We had a total of twelve presentations, which we crammed into Saturday, leaving Sunday free for
the AGM.
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The list of some very diverse and interesting presentations is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mark Williams: Inferring biodiversity drivers from patterns embedded in extant terminal
butterfly lineages
Dave Edge: COREL
Hermann Staude: Moths and Caterpillars of southern Africa - the final push
Jurate de Prins: The online Afromoths Database: boosting the Lepidoptera biodiversity
knowledge through verified and accessible data
Abubakar Ringim: LepiMAP – progress report on the atlas of the butterflies and moths of
Nigeria, 2010 - 2021
Chris Hines: Angola
Jeremy Dobson: The Aloeides Project - Latest
Freerk Molleman: Insights into tropical insect communities from long-term butterfly
monitoring
Christopher Willis and Jeremy Dobson: Butterfly monitoring of our National Botanical
Gardens
Raahil Ahmed: My story with butterflies

It was particularly gratifying to receive some talks from elsewhere on the continent, with
presentations by Abubakar Ringim and Raahil Ahmed.
We were a bit uncertain as to the degree of support the conference would receive in these
uncertain times, but were pleasantly surprised: about 30 delegates attended the conference on
Saturday, with a similar number linking in via zoom. In terms of live and virtual participants, plus
proxies, the AGM on Sunday attracted a near record attendance!
The new format - submitting office bearers reports for comment prior to the meeting - seems to
work well and we completed the AGM in record time.
If nothing else, the Covid pandemic has had a positive spin-off. The combination of live and virtual
delegates was very effective; while I wouldn’t say the event was totally free of glitches, there were
no major problems and the format allows delegates to participate in the conference from anywhere
in the world.
We will undoubtedly host further conferences in a similar manner, although there are definitely
ways that we can make the event more seamless and interactive in future.
Thanks, once again, to our presenters and to SANBI for providing the venue, especially LepSoc
Africa’s Christopher Willis. Thanks also to Chris Hines and André Coetzer for assistance with
setting up the “virtual” interface and finally to you, the members of LepSoc Africa who supported
the event.
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The award winners were as follows:
ABN Awards
Article of the Year
Hermann Staude for Mount Sheba Revisited
Aloeides Project
Dave Edge
Butterfly Index
Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall
Photo of the Year – Winner for the 2020-2021 season
Vaughan Jessnitz
LepSoc Africa Awards
Torben Larsen Memorial Tankard (Best, or most influential publication on
Afrotropical lepidoptera)
Haydon Warren-Gash for Mylothris
Ivan Bampton Perpetual Teapot
Hermann Staude for the CRG Results (Metamorphosis Volume 31
Part 3)
Chairmans Award
Dave Edge for his work with Metamorphosis
Honorary Life Membership
Steve Woodhall for his services to LepSoc Africa and
for his promotion of African butterflies through
numerous books and publications
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Describing new species based entirely on barcodes
A paper by a team of authors, including Dirk Ahrens and LepSoc Africa’s Marianne Espeland is
titled Is it time to describe new species without diagnoses? - A comment on Sharkey et al. (2021)
This is a response to a paper by Sharkey and others which describes over 400 new species of
Hymenoptera (sawflies, wasps, bees and ants) based entirely on their mitochondrial DNA
barcodes.
The conclusion of the Ahrens paper is that, while barcoding is a great tool for standardizing and
automating species recognition, traditional taxonomic techniques must still be applied in species
descriptions.
Describing new species without diagnosis?

The Golden Age of Taxonomy
Mark Williams forwarded the following link.
An article, in the Quillette Newsletter, discusses the creation of global databases that centralize
and standardize information about biodiversity; one such resource, The Catalogue of Life, has
increased its list of species from just over 200 000 to over two million in the last twenty years. By
organizing our knowledge, these databases promise to bring taxonomy into a golden age of
reliability and accessibility. Information that once existed only in the heads of experts and rotting
scrolls is now in reach of anyone with a computer.
Of interest to the English Naming project, the archives compile taxonomic synonyms under a
single entry and link them with common names of species, meaning they are useful for both
scientists and laypeople.
The Golden Age of Taxonomy

Latitudinal Diversity Gradient
A paper by a team of authors, including LepSoc Africa’s Zdenek Fric and Richard Vane-Wright is
titled Conserved ancestral tropical niche but different continental histories explain the latitudinal
diversity gradient in brush-footed butterflies.
By focussing on a single butterfly family, the Nymphalidae, the paper examines the ways in which
biodiversity increases as one moves from the poles towards the equator.
Among the many interesting conclusions is this:
The high level of butterfly diversity within the Amazon rainforest is a result of low extinction rates,
not high speciation rates.
Latitudinal Diversity Gradient
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Butterfly field trip to Verloren Valei Nature Reserve
At the request of Friends of Verloren Valei (a Society of which LepSoc Africa is a corporate
member), Justin Bode and I will be leading a butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on Saturday
18 December 2021.
For further information, please refer to the flyer below:
Verloren Valei

Orachrysops warreni
Verloren Valei
Jeremy Dobson

Pseudonympha paludis
Verloren Valei
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides rossouwi (?)
Verloren Valei
Jeremy Dobson

Verloren Valei – Botanical Ramble
Friends of Verloren Valei have arranged a botanical ramble at Verloren Valei, in the company of
Kevin Balkwill. Kevin is a plant taxonomist and a professor in the School of Animal, Plant and
Environmental Sciences at Wits. He was Curator of the C.E. Moss Herbarium at Wits for 32 years.
Verloren Valei is a wetland reserve of international importance (a Ramsar site); it is famous as an
orchid hotspot and for its wildflowers in general.
Date: 4 December 2021 (09h00 until approximately 14h00, depending on weather)
Price: R200 per person (covers entrance to the reserve); R150 for Friends of Verloren Valei
or affiliated groups
Booking is essential, and numbers are limited. Much of the day will be spent walking on
uneven ground, so participants should be reasonably fit and mobile: contact James van den
Heever jamesh@tiscali.co.za to reserve your place.
Botanical Ramble

Verloren Valei newsletter
I’ve attached a link to the latest Verloren Valei newsletter, below:
Verloren Valei
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Fynbos Magazine
LepSoc Africa’s Magriet Brink published an article in Fynbos magazine titled Rearing Caterpillars
for Science (page 3).
Magriet outlines the objectives of the Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG), summarizes some of the
CRG’s achievements over the last ten years and explains how to rear caterpillars.
Fynbos magazine

A new species of Ghost Moth
A new species of Ghost Moth, Eudalaca viette, has been described from Karkloof Nature Reserve,
KwaZulu-Natal.
The description was published in ZooNova by John Grehan and others.
Eudalaca viette

African Wildlife and Environment
Charles Botha forwarded me the latest issue of African Wildlife and Environment magazine; I’ve
included a link below.
The e-magazine contains the “Gardening for Biodiversity” section, where Charles and Julia Botha
continue their series of articles on this topic.
Gardening for Biodiversity

Tracking insects in Kruger National Park with DNA barcodes
In a major study, 367 743 insects were collected in Malaise traps at 25 sites in the Kruger National
Park. Barcoding revealed 19 730 species, including many species of lepidoptera (I’ve requested
these barcodes, but haven’t received anything yet).
The researchers concluded that species were clearly differentiated between ecoregions and were
strongly influenced by variations in rainfall.
The results of this study should provide solid baseline data for future monitoring programs.
Barcoding of insects in the Kruger Park
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A CRG representative on the LepSoc Africa Council
(Suncana Bradley)
The possibility of adopting a Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) representative on the LepSoc Africa
Council was discussed at October’s AGM. Hermann Staude proposed Suncana Bradley for the
post and I am very pleased to announce that Suncana has accepted the position.
Suncana has provided a brief CV below:
Born and raised in wartime Croatia, I was only a casual nature
appreciator until a couple years ago. Moving to South Africa to be with
my now husband opened my eyes to the wonders of biodiversity, but
the rearing bug didn't bite until we moved to the green Western
suburbs of Durban in 2015. The first contact with the Caterpillar
Rearing Group was via the Facebook page while attempting to identify
a cute, hairy caterpillar found in my garden. Just like everyone else I
thought it's only a matter of asking Google or social media, just to be
told I best rear it if I want to know what it is. It all started with that one
Lasiocampidae, and soon turned into a passion, if not a bit of an
obsession.
My college degree may say I'm a teacher and my job title may claim
I'm a Tech Director, but I'm at my happiest in the bush with tubs ready to be filled with caterpillars
and my macro lens ready to shoot. In between rearing, being a mom and a full-time job, I also
read a lot, find a bit of time for video games, and put a lot of work and effort in conservation of our
local green belts.

A range extension for the Cape Flats Freckled Ranger
In September, Louise Baldwin and her team found three new localities for the Critically
Endangered Cape Flats Freckled Ranger (Kedestes barberae bunta). These are the first new sites
discovered for this butterfly since 2014.
The localities are about 700 m north of the current Pelican Park and Strandfontein patches and
form part of a proposed housing development. Cliff Dorse says the areas have been set aside
from the development so in theory they should not be threatened.

A new locality for Chrysoritis rileyi
Andrew Morton recently discovered a new locality for Worcester Opal (Chrysoritis rileyi). This
butterfly was listed as Endangered after the SALCA project.
The discovery was a direct result of the SALCA Screening Tool,
which flags sites that may contain threatened butterflies. The
locality, near McGregor in the Western Cape, was pencilled in
for the development of a sand-quarry, but SALCA had identified
it as a possible home for another endangered butterfly,
Worcester Russet (Aloeides lutescens).
Dave Edge, the SALCA project leader, requested Andrew to
investigate and the discovery of C. rileyi was an unexpected,
and very welcome, surprize.

Chrysoritis rileyi
Jeremy Dobson
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A new taxonomic status for Darwin’s Hawkmoth
Jean Haxaire, David Lees and LepSoc Africa’s Rodolphe Rougerie, have reviewed the taxonomic
status of the famous “Darwin’s Hawkmoth”. Their paper was published in ANTENOR, September
2021.
The Madagascan population of this moth has been regarded, until now, as a subspecies of
Xanthopan morganii (Walker, 1856), a species known to occur in the continental Afrotropical
region. After a thorough integrative study combining several morphological characters and
molecular data, the researchers of the new paper concluded that the Malagasy insect should be
raised to a full species and have named it Xanthopan praedicta.
The moth has a fascinating history:
The giant hawkmoth was discovered in 1882. Its
existence, however, was predicted 20 years
earlier—and nearly 5,700 miles away—by
Charles Darwin, as he sat in his London office
inspecting an unusual Star-of-Bethlehem orchid
sent by a colleague. The specimen featured a
foot-long nectar spur, with the nectar itself
pooled only at the very bottom. “Good Heavens,”
Darwin wrote in a letter to a friend, “what insect
can suck it?”
Xanthopan praedicta
Darwin declared that scientists would one day
Photo credit: Kevin Twomey
discover the orchid’s co-evolutionary partner: an
insect with a foot-long proboscis. Two decades later, they did just that, documenting a species of
African hawkmoth that handily demonstrates Darwin’s theory of coevolution, by which the
development of two species is driven or modified by the other.

Wikipedia – California Academy of Sciences
Xanthopan praedicta

Angola
Chris Hines forwarded a link to Biodiversity of Angola by Brian Huntley et al. This is an excellent
book and is available as a free downloadable PDF.
Chapter 10 contains The Butterflies and Skippers of Angola: An Updated Checklist by F. Mendes,
A. Bivar-de-Sousa and Mark Williams.
Biodiversity of Angola
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Charaxes saturnus brunnescens
Charaxes saturnus brunnescens is no more; it has been synonymised with C. s. saturnus.

Butterflies released in Finland contained parasitic wasps – with
more wasps inside
The Guardian reported on an unfortunate example of the dangers of introducing insects to a new
locality.
Caterpillars of the Glanville Fritillary (Melitaea cinxia) were introduced to the tiny island of Sottunga
in the Baltic Sea, and scientists hoped to study how the emerging butterflies would disperse
across the landscape.

Melitaea cinxia
Eza, France
Jeremy Dobson

The researchers did not realise that their introduction of the
butterfly led to the emergence of three other species, which
sprang out of the butterfly like Russian dolls. Some of the
caterpillars contained a parasitic wasp, Hyposoter horticola,
which bursts from the caterpillar before it can pupate. Living
inside some of these small wasps was another even tinier
parasite, a “hyperparasitoid” wasp known as Mesochorus cf.
stigmaticus. It kills the parasitic wasp around the same time as
the wasp kills the caterpillar and emerges ten days later from the
caterpillar’s carcass.

Along for the ride was a bacterium that is carried by the female H. horticola wasps and transmitted
to her offspring. By some unknown mechanism, Wolbachia pipientis increases the susceptibility of
the parasitic wasp to being taken over by the tiny parasitic wasp M. stigmaticus, which can only
live on the H. horticola wasp.
Melitaea cinxia
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Yet another Insect Apocalypse story
Chris Hines circulated the following link to an article published in the Guardian.
British butterflies are probably the most thoroughly monitored insects in the world and current
research indicates that 2021 has recorded the lowest number of butterflies in history. In contrast
with most of Africa, a major problem this year appears to be too much rain, which has severely
restricted the butterfly’s flight periods and opportunities to mate.
The ten most commonly encountered species in the survey (number of records in 2021 and the
percentage differences in comparison to last year) are listed below:
1. Small White (Pieris rapae) (252,151; -5%)
2. Large White (Pieris brassicae) (229,218; -16%)
3. Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina) (197,060; +33%)
4. Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus) (133,726; -30%)
5. Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) (75,394; -10%)
6. Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus) (63,311; +81%)
7. Peacock (Inachis io) (61,668; -63%)
8. Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) (38,543; -32%)
9. Marbled White (Melanargia galathea) (28,704; +213%)
10. Green-veined White (Pieris napi) (27,784; -9%)
British butterfly survey

UPL
Many of you will be aware of the chemical spillage at the UPL (United Phosphorus Limited) factory
at Cornobia, KwaZulu-Natal.
The spillage, which occurred as a result of the widespread civil unrest in July, could potentially be
an environmental catastrophe, but little information is being released by UPL.
KZN Provincial Government has released a proposal for the formation of a stakeholders forum, in
order to establish the magnitude of the disaster and to subsequently revert with appropriate
measures. At the LepSoc Africa AGM, Steve Woodhall was appointed as our representative in this
matter.
UPL - Stakeholders Forum
A request for information by the Cornubia Fire Action Group was submitted to UPL; their lawyers
have responded as follows:
Reply to a request for information by UPL
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Revisions to the Liptena (Michel Libert)
LepSoc Africa member Michel Libert published a recent paper titled “Nouveaux taxons et
synonymies dans le groupe de Liptena opaca (Kirby, 1890) (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae, Poritiinae)”.
Mark Williams has extracted the relevant taxonomic revisions, which are listed as follows:
•

Liptena opaca ugandana is raised to L.
ugandana.

•

L. opaca centralis is synonymized with L.
opaca gabunica.

•

L. opaca sankuru is recombined as L.
albomacula sankuru.

•

L. immaculata is removed from synonymy
with L. opaca.

•

L. ouesso is
immaculata.

•

L. ouesso mayombe is recombined as L.
immaculata mayombe.

•

L. immaculata orientis Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. arnouxi Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. laguerrei Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. mariae Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. perconfusa Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. brophyi Libert, 2021 is described.

•

L. restricta Libert, 2021 is described.

synonymized

with

L.

Liptena opaca gabunica
Ebogo, Cameroon
Jeremy Dobson

Afrotropical Butterflies has been updated accordingly and may be accessed via the
metamorphosis.org.za website.
Michel Libert’s paper can be viewed here:
Liptena - Libert 2021
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Northern Cape expedition
Mark Williams joined Peter and Alison Ward and me for a Northern Cape expedition in early
September. Mark and I left Joburg on 3 Sep and overnighted at “The Outlook” at Keimoes, a
stopover that I can highly recommend. Enroute, we stopped briefly at Kuruman (a solitary Kalahari
Mottled Russet (Aloeides molomo krooni) and the Olifantshoek - Witsand road (nothing).
We arrived at the Carolusberg spot near Springbok the following morning, but it was cold - about
15º C - so we decided to push on for Steinkopf. The weather wasn’t brilliant at Steinkopf either, but
I thought it was good enough for us to find a few butterflies. I was wrong. Slightly shaken, we
decided to push on for Port Nolloth. The temperature was about 19º, with a coolish breeze, but the
local butterflies are tough beasts and I considered that we should at least find something - we
didn’t.
Glumly, we headed back towards Springbok. I was seriously concerned, and insect-apocalypse
stories occupied my thoughts: ABN headlines were being prepared, like “Silent Spring” or “the End
of the World as we know it”. Fortunately, a brief stop at Ananaus Pass restored my sense of wellbeing, to a degree: there were a few Silvery Russet (Aloeides barklyi), lots of Damara Russet
(Aloeides damarensis damarensis) and one or two Namaqua Arrowhead (Phasis clavum clavum)
and Namaqua Silverline (Cigaritis namaquus). No Steinkopf Russet (Aloeides bamptoni)
unfortunately.

Aloeides damarensis damarensis
Ananaus Pass
Jeremy Dobson

Cigaritis namaquus
Ananaus Pass
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides barklyi
Ananaus Pass
Jeremy Dobson

Later, we met up with Peter and Alison at our accommodation for the next five days – Naries
Namaqua Retreat, about 20 km west of springbok. This is a brilliant lodge, with a superb
restaurant.
The weather forecast for the following two days wasn’t great, so
Mark and I decided to play our “bad weather card”, which
entailed a trip to Vioolsdrif on the Namibian border. This is an
amazing place - if you are a geologist. For the rest of us, it
conjures a stark landscape of tortured rocks, hot sand and (in
September) a green and unhealthy-looking Orange River. If you
look closely in some of the rocky gullies you will see a few
Maerua trees, and this is all it takes to support populations of
Desert Arab (Colotis doubledayi). We saw one or two
specimens, but it was fairly quiet, even by Vioolsdrif standards.

Vioolsdrif
Jeremy Dobson
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Mark suggested that we turn our attention to some Buffalo Thorn next to the river and, sure
enough, there were several Western Pie (Tuxentius hesperis) flying here.

Colotis doubledayi
Vioolsdrif
Jeremy Dobson

Tuxentius hesperis
Vioolsdrif
Jeremy Dobson

We met up with Peter and Alison that evening, reasonably pleased with our efforts. Peter said he’d
visited Komaggas about 20 km southwest of Naries, and nonchalantly showed us a few
Lepidochysops he’d caught. They were Golden Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops penningtoni),
probably the most sought-after butterfly in the Northern Cape.
I’d like to say Peter had tracked this butterfly using all available scientific resources, but the truth is
rather different:
•
•
•

The Google Lady had had her customary brain freeze while trying to find “Namaqua
National Park”
The Wards were feeling peckish and had decided to stop for lunch
A convenient parking spot presented itself at that exact moment.

The following day (another cold, windy, but dry example of fairly miserable Northern Cape
weather) saw us returning to Peter’s spot and we spent several hours pacing up and down, with
jackets on, looking for more L. penningtoni. We found a couple, but it was really hard work. The
host plant appears to be a species of Selago, that maps the butterfly’s area of occupation
reasonably well.

Lepidochrysops penningtoni (m)
Komaggas
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops penningtoni (f)
Komaggas
Jeremy Dobson

Melampias huebneri steniptera
Komaggas
Jeremy Dobson

Afterwards we visited Kleinsee, about 100 km away - a place that I hadn’t been to before. We
spent about 10 minutes there, which is more than enough time to take in the highlights of this
town. De Beers has commandeered most of the surrounding coastal dunes; we had a half-hearted
look for butterflies but didn’t find anything.

13

The following day (8 Sep), we briefly returned to “Peter’s Spot” before moving on
to Carolusberg. The latter is a well-known locality for Silvery Russet (Aloeides
barklyi) - there were several flying - but I didn’t find much else apart from
Namaqualand Russet (Aloeides arida).
The following day, Mark and I headed off for Wallekraal. There were one or two
Opals on the dunes, but I think they were all Perseus Opal (Chrysoritis perseus)
rather than the sought-after Wallekraal Opal (Chrysoritis lyndseyae). Port Nolloth
Russet (Aloeides nollothi) was reasonably common, which I was pleased about I will now be able to confirm or reject the Genbank mtDNA sequence, which puts A. nollothi in the
Simplex subgroup.
We then visited some low hills between Hondeklip Bay and Koingnaas, where Mark and I had
found Gariep Hillside Brown (Stygionympha geraldi) last year. S. geraldi were, once again,
reasonably common and there were a few more Western Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe
bamptoni), and A. nollothi.

Aloeides nollothi
Wallekraal
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides margaretae
Wallekraal
Jeremy Dobson

We spent very little time at these localities, as I wanted to visit the mountains on our “best weather
day” to date. I now know that you can get from Hondeklip Bay to Witwater in the Kamiesberg in
less than two hours, including a stop for diesel, but I wouldn’t recommend this to anybody.
Witwater was hard work - there were a few Namaqua Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops wykehami) but only on the highest peaks - several Namaqualand Russet (Aloeides arida) and a couple of
Namaqua Opal (Chrysoritis aridus).

Lepidochrysops wykehami
Kamiesberg
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis aridus
Kamiesberg
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis aridus
Kamiesberg
Jeremy Dobson
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That evening was our last at Naries and we said goodbye to Peter and Alison. I’d wanted to drive
to the Cederberg the following day, to look for Cederberg Russet (Aloeides monticola) and
Cederberg Ranger (Kedestes sarahae), but Mark and I eventually concluded that this was too far
and decided to visit the Kotzesrus area instead - it proved to be surprisingly quiet.
A brief stop at the hilltop tower near Nuwerus yielded a few Aloeides, which I’ve pencilled in as
Pointed Russet (Aloeides apicalis). We still had time to drive up the Giffberg, where I found a
couple of Swartland Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops titei) and Dwarf Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops
dukei). Mark remembered a spot where he’d found Melianthus previously and, sure enough, the
bushes were being visited sporadically by Cederberg Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero
cedarbergae).

Argyraspodes argyraspis
Nuwersus
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides apicalis
Nuwersus
Jeremy Dobson

Finding accommodation for that evening proved to be fairly stressful. I’d got a list of places in
Vanrhynsdorp from the Namaqua Lodge - which of course was full. Anyway, my eleventh phone
call - out of a list of twelve - yielded a cancellation at the Botuin Olive Guesthouse, which I can
highly recommend.
The following day (10 Sep) saw us drive up the spectacular Van Rhyn’s Pass to our first stop for
the day, the Nieuwoudtville Waterfall. Northern Donkey Daisy Copper (Chrysoritis zonarius
coetzeri) was flying in good numbers. The wildflower display at Hantam Botanical Gardens
appeared to be over for 2021, so we headed off for Keiskie Road, south of Calvinia. To say that
Northern Sutherland Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi) were scarce would be an
understatement, but Mark and I between us saw a handful; I also found a few Highland Namaqua
Arrowhead (Phasis clavum erythema) and Kamieskroon Beaufort Opal (Chrysoritis beaufortia
stepheni) on an adjacent hillside.

Chrysoritis beaufortia stepheni
Keiskie Road
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis zonarius coetzeri
Nieuwoudtville
Jeremy Dobson

Phasis clavum clavum
Nieuwoudtville
Jeremy Dobson
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The drive to Keimoes (our overnight stop) from Calvinia is not a particularly long one, at just over
300 km. It does however disprove Einstein’s theory regarding any curvature of space-time. On our
journey home the following day, we stopped briefly at Kuruman, but it was cool and windy and
nothing was flying.
Overall, we had a really good butterfly-trip. Despite numerous previous visits to the Northern
Cape, there is always something new to see.

Kamiesberg near Witwater

Nieuwoudtville Waterfall

Vanrhynsdorp

Golden Giant Cupid (Ernest Pringle)
Ernest Pringle has studied some Lepidochrysops specimens in his collection, from Kamiesberg
(Wolfhok) and from the top of the Groenvlei Pass near Kamieskroon; he has compared these with
the photographs that I sent him of butterflies from Komaggas near Springbok – refer to the
preceding article.
From my photographs, he initially thought that there were more white
markings on the underside of the hindwing than on his specimens, but
this feature proved to be very variable in his series. Ernest then reverted
to the original description of Lepidochrysops penningtoni published in
1969 and studied the illustration of the female allotype; this specimen
was taken near Spektakel, which is close to Komaggas. Unfortunately,
flash-lighting has distorted the background of the black and white image.
A relatively good photograph of the underside of the male, however,
agrees very well with the Komaggas specimen.
The features that Charles Dickson listed for L. penningtoni in comparison with L. bacchus, are as
follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Larger average size
Richer bronzy tone of the upper side
More regular size of the discal markings of the hindwing underside
The black spot near the tornus is surmounted by dull orange, as against the white
scaling in L. bacchus.

According to Ernest, there are real problems with definitions c) and d) above.
For point c) the discal markings vary considerably on his specimens, some of which have
pronounced sagittate markings in the discal area, while others are much reduced – in fact, more
like the paratype underside illustrated on Plate 146 of Penningtons.
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Feature d) is also variable in some of Ernest’s specimens of L. bacchus, which also have dull
orange markings surmounting the tornal spot.
Ernest then looked for help from the genitalia-dissections and studied the photograph of the male
genitalia of L. penningtoni illustrated in the 1969 description. He also referred to the work done in
this regard by Cottrell in 1965. Cottrell places huge emphasis on the shape of the lateral end piece
of the aedeagus, which is unfortunately not clear from the L. penningtoni photograph. In Ernest’s
opinion, all other discernible features would have resulted in Cottrell classifying the Steinkopf
specimens as a variety of L. bacchus. This is what he did after analysing the male genitalia of the
Eastern Cape L. bacchus, even though the distributional gap between them and the closest
population of the Western Cape populations (at Grootvadersbos, incidentally) is greater than the
gap to Namaqualand. Charles Dickson at that time either lacked the expertise or will to emulate
Cottrell’s analysis.
Dickson states that “There are detail differences in the
genitalia in comparison with those of bacchus and other allied
species which have been examined” but does not specify
what these differences are. He then mentions Cottrell’s 1965
paper and his “exhaustive” study of the genitalia of the
Methymna group but does not apply this to L. penningtoni.
Cottrell never examined any specimens from Namaqualand,
as these were not known at the time.
The upshot of all this is that, based on Dickson’s own
analysis, the Komaggas specimens, as well as those from
further south, are L. pennintoni. Other people may disagree,
but in Ernest’s opinion, this is the only reasonable conclusion
given that criteria a) and b) are the only reliable ones.
Ernest believes that all Namaqualnd specimens are different to L. bacchus, and there is a large
distributional gap between specimens from the Western Cape and Namaqualand which would
support this premise. There is, on the other hand, no real distributional gap between populations
from Steinkop and those from Spektakel and Kamieskroon.
I will provide Ernest with a specimen of the Komaggas population for genitalia-dissection and will
also submit leg samples for mtDNA COI barcoding; let’s see what happens!
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Namaqualand - September 2021 (Peter Ward)
Alison and I had planned to go to Namaqualand in September 2020 to see the flowers, something
we had been promising ourselves for years, but Covid put paid to those plans. So this year when it
became clear that we would be able to travel I quickly got moving to book accommodation. Armed
with my only Namaqualand experience which was a trip done with Dietmar Ley in 2018, I decided
Naries Retreat on the Spektakel Pass just outside of Springbok would be a good base from which
to work. I managed to get 5 days in a 4-person self-catering unit, not the days I wanted but close
enough. I guess the only reason I could get accommodation in flower season at short notice was
the uncertainty surrounding Covid, as these places are normally booked out 6 months in advance.
Jeremy Dobson and I had been tentatively planning a
Namaqualand trip for some time, so I suggested he and
Mark Williams join us at Naries. And then I went about
planning the rest of the trip around the 5 days at Naries.
Armed by this stage with a SANPARKS collecting permit
thanks to Andrew Morton.
On 2 September Alison and I set off, overnighting in some
very basic accommodation at Kuruman before spending a
night at Augrabies Falls National Park, so I could show
Alison the falls at Augrabies.
The first 2 days were dismal as far as butterflies and flowers
were concerned, the areas being very dry, But Augrabies
was as stark and beautiful as ever. Then on 4th September
we headed off for Springbok to meet up with Jeremy and
Mark at Naries. The trip was looking worse and worse – we
got as far as Pofadder and had still seen no flowers or
butterflies. About 30 km from Springbok the first flowers
started showing and it was clear we were in for a treat.
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Jeremy has done a trip report for the 5 days at Naries, so I won’t elaborate except to say that
Naries Retreat is highly recommended and the food they serve, should you want a break from
braaiing, is highly recommended! The weather was generally cool and very windy, and we saw
some good flowers, but the highlight was definitely our chance re-discovery of what is believed to
be Lepidochrysops penningtoni (The Golden Giant Cupid) – still to be confirmed but the probability
is extremely high.
We said goodbye to Mark and Jeremy on the 9th of September and headed to Hondeklipbaai
where I had booked 2 nights and Ian Bampton was joining us. The weather was cool and very
windy, not promising and even worse was forecast for the next day. Ian arrived about 3pm and
barely had time to park before I dragged him off to a site on the road to Koingnaas, in case the
weather washed out play the next day. It was a bit late in the day, but we did manage to find some
Stygionympha geraldi, the Gariep Hillside Brown, and Chrysoritis lyndseyi, the Wallekraal Opal.
That night we almost got pneumonia getting a
meal at the Dop en Kreef seaside restaurant.
The sea mist was in, and the wind was howling
and it felt like the Antarctic had blown in. The
next day did not look promising but we headed
to the Koingnaas spot again and managed to
drive out of the coastal mist belt. It was still cold
and windy but at least we had sun. Despite the
chill, quite a few butterflies were on the wing,
and we did well with Stygionympha geraldi and
Chrysoritis lyndseyi. There were quite a few
Aloeides nollothi, the Port Nolloth Russet, as
well as some other Aloeides and Chrysoritis I
still need to identify.

View from our house at Hondeklipbaai

The next day we headed for Nieuwoudtville for 2 nights in search of more flowers and hopefully
butterflies. Again, the weather was cold and windy, the flowers spectacular and the butterflies
disappointing. We did manage a few Phasis clavum (Namaqua Arrowhead) and Ian managed
some Tylopaedia sardonyx (King Copper) and Cigaritis namaquus (Namaqua Silverline).
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After 2 nights at Nieuwoudtville we headed for a Selfcatering unit on a farm between Carnarvon and Loxton. The
area was devastatingly dry, black and grey and looked like
a post-apocalyptic world. Luckily we were only there for 1
night. The owners have not seen rain for 7 years now.

The place we stayed “The Old Stone Cottage” was a delightfully appointed place, the absolute
essence of Rustic Chic, and we will return once they have finally had rain. Ian’s UV light found a
charming night visitor:

Ian and myself contemplating a new form of Lepidopterist
transport………

We said goodbye to Ian the following morning as he headed into the Garies area for some days of
wild camping with his self-contained 5-star off-road camping trailer. I believe he was nearly blown
away and frozen half to death over the next 5 days or so !!!
Alison and I headed back home to Johannesburg via a night at the newest National Park, Mokala,
just south of Kimberly. Like all the SANPARKS place, neat, clean and well-maintained.
We arrived home after travelling nearly 4,000 km in 2 weeks, and for the first time in my life a
butterfly trip where I seldom was warm enough to remove my jacket. But it was well worth it!
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Mountainlands (Jeremy Dobson)
As the COREL custodian of Purple-brown Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops jefferyi) and Barberton
Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops swanepoeli), I arranged to visit Mountainlands with Dietmar Ley on 9
October.
The trip was a bit earlier in the season than I would have normally planned it, as I wanted to see
Dietmar and Claudia before they returned to France and to meet up with Hanna and Dave Edge
who were in Mpumalanga and also staying with the Leys.
As it turned out, my timing was perfect. Conventional wisdom used to dictate that you visited
Barberton during the first weekend in November if you wished to see the endemic Lepidochrysops.
Well, these days you may see L. swanepoeli in early November, but you will almost certainly be
too late for L. jefferyi.
Arrangements with fellow lepidopterists tend to be “complicated” and Dietmar, Claudia and I were
a bit concerned on Friday evening about the non-appearance of the Edges (it turned out that Dave
and Hanna had only planned to arrive on the Saturday evening). Anyway, having finally managed
to contact Dave on Saturday morning - who was on his way to Mac-Mac Falls - Dietmar and I set
off for the Barberton Hills, via the Mountainlands gate off the Pigg’s Peak road.
The weather was perfect, and we found all three of the Barberton specials flying in varying
numbers. L. jefferyi was possibly the most abundant – I must have counted about ten specimens,
all males. L. swanepoeli was less numerous, although we were perhaps a week early for this
species. Having said that, a few butterflies were already a bit worn – some specimens must have
emerged in late September. Barberton Russet (Aloeides barbarae) was the scarcest of the three
COREL species, although we appeared to be too late for its first emergence and all specimens
were past their best. This species has at least two broods and Martin Lunderstedt, Malcolm Bain,
Dietmar and I found it common in February last year.

Lepidochrysops jefferyi
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops swanepoeli
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides barbarae
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

I collected a few samples of the Lepidochrysops larval food
plant, as I believe this may turn out to be an undescribed plant
species, which would explain the extremely restricted distribution
of the butterflies. To my inexpert eye, it certainly doesn’t appear
to be the same Ocimum grandiflorum that we find on the
Highveld.

Ocimum grandiflorum
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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There were plenty of other butterflies at Mountainlands (41 species – Abundance Index 4.2 Good)
and we had an enjoyable day. Dietmar found a solitary Wolkberg Sandman (Ernsta secessus) and
there were several Speckled Red Acraea (Acraea violarum violarum).

Aloeides dryas
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Acraea violarum violarum
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides swanepoeli
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

I wished to visit the southern parts of Mountainlands adjacent to Shiyalongubu, to see whether
Sabie Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops irvingi) was flying. We saw one or two – we were probably a
bit late – but also a few of the Restless Cupid (Orachrysops lacrimosa) that flies at the same
locality.

Precis octavia sesamus
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops irvingi
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Euchrysops dolorosa
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

A leisurely afternoon drive though Shiyalongubu yielded no Northern Golden Flash (Chrysoritis
phosphor borealis) unfortunately, but I photographed a Common Mother-of-pearl
(Protogoniomorpha parhassus) that showcased the shifting colours reflected by the wings of this
species.

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

22

That evening we finally met up with Dave and Hanna Edge, who had
found Violescent Cupid (Orachrysops violescens) near Mac-Mac Falls;
Dave had collected a few Indigofera plant samples for identification
purposes. Claudia Ley had departed for Mozambique to spend some
time at her beach-house on the Macaneta Peninsula, so Dietmar – who
lives on the wonderful Shandon Eco Estate in Nelspruit (Mbombela) treated the remaining members of our party to dinner at a local
Mozambican restaurant.
The following day dawned cloudy and cool, as had been forecast. I’d
pencilled in a trip to Lekgalameetse with Dietmar but based on another
poor weather forecast for the following day, decided to take a walk
around Shandon before departing for home. The estate is very large –
as I found out – and contains a variety of habitats. Despite the cool
weather I recorded 20 species, including a butterfly that I’d initially
identified as Small Hopper (Platylesches tina), but am now uncertain. I
didn’t have a net and didn’t manage any conclusive underside pictures,
but I’m fairly sure that it isn’t Platylesches ayresii, which is the other
possible candidate.

Bicyclus safitza safitza
Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Graphium antheus
Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Dave and Hanna at the Edge
bar in Nelspruit / Mbombela

Platylesches tina
Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Despite the expedition being shorter than I’d hoped, a full day at Mountainlands, in favourable
weather, is about as good as it gets – I had a great time.
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Searching for sunshine - Cape Trip October 2021 (Jeremy Dobson)
My wife Colleen and I took a two-week trip to the Cape in October. I’d been reminded - several
times - that this was a holiday and not a butterfly trip; thanks to some indifferent weather (and
despite my best efforts), it certainly wasn’t a great butterfly trip, but I had an enjoyable fortnight.
We left Joburg on 15 Oct for our first night’s destination, Victoria
West. I had stopped, briefly, at Christiana to inspect some
flowering Salvia, but there were no Salvia Mountain Blue
(Harpendyreus notoba) - or anything else for that matter. There
are some nice footpaths around Vic West, but the Karoo was
desperately dry and the only butterfly I saw was Painted Lady
(Vanessa cardui).
Day two involved a drive to Sutherland, via Molteno Pass. The
temperature at Molteno was 17º C with a cool breeze, but
Victoria West, N Cape
Caledon Russet (Aloeides caledoni) is a tough beast and there
Jeremy Dobson
were one or two on the wing. The temperature had dropped to a
chilly 12º C by the time we reached Sutherland, which was a pity as the winter-rainfall parts of the
Karoo were looking good.
The following day (17 Oct) had a forecast high of 9º C at
Sutherland, so we drove on to Ceres which was no warmer and,
as an added attraction, cloudy and wet. We drove around Gydo
(according to Google Maps - we couldn’t see the mountain) and
overnighted at a nice guest house, owned by the sister of former
Springbok centre, De Wet Barry.

Cederberg on the Uilsgat hiking trail
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides caledoni
Molteno Pass, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

The weather looked slightly better the next day, so we drove to
Cederberg via Citrusdal (Middelberg Pass). The only butterfly I
saw at Cederberg was White-netted Brown (Pseudonympha
trimenii trimenii), but as the temperature never rose above 18 º I
can’t really confirm whether the two endemic butterflies,
Cederberg Ranger (Kedestes sarahae) and Cederberg Russet
(Aloeides monticola) were flying or not.

Agyllia agylla agylla
Molteno Pass, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Pseudonympha trimenii trimenii
Cederberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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18 Oct saw us on the Piketberg, enroute to Cape Town. The weather was much better and there
were several butterflies on the wing, but no Piketberg Swartland Silver-spotted Copper (Trimenia
wallengrenii gonnemoi) or Moorreesburg Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe schloszae). We stopped
for a late lunch at Riebeeck Kasteel and visited Tygerberg briefly to look (in vain) for Western
Sorrel Copper (Lafron orus); we arrived at Andrew Morton’s fabulous Bluebottle Guesthouse in the
late afternoon. That evening we went out for dinner with Andrew and Taryn (and family), plus
some relatives of Colleens.

Capys alpheus alpheus
Piketberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Tarucus thespis
Piketberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

On the morning of Day 6 (19 Oct), Colleen and I hiked up
Bailey’s Kloof, but we appeared to be too early in the season for
the local Lepidochrysops. Afterwards, Andrew joined us for a trip
to the Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve, where we visited a
couple of Andrew’s localities: there wasn’t too much flying, but
we saw a few Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe) on
Circular Drive and Orange Opal (Chrysoritis felthami felthami) at
Bordjiesdrif, where Andrew found some Vegetia grimmia
caterpillars. That evening Harald and Beatrix Selb joined us for a
great braai at Bluebottle.

Metisella malgacha malgacha
Bailey’s Kloof, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe
Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Papilio demodocus demodocus
Piketberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

View from Bluebottle Guesthouse
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides egerides (?)
Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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Days 7 to 10 saw Colleen and I staying in Hermanus, one of our
favourite destinations. There were several whales in the bay and
loads of Monkey Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops methymna
methymna) in the hills above the town; we had a great time
although the weather decided that four reasonable days in
succession was too generous, and another few days of cold,
grey windy Cape misery set in.

Pieris brassicae
Hermanus, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops robertsoni
Hermanus, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops methymna methymna
Hermanus, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

We’d wanted to stay in Greyton on the evening of 23 Oct but
couldn’t find a place and had to settle for Riviersonderend. The
day had been cold and grey, so I’d driven to Barrydale to try and
find some better weather in the Karoo, without much success.
The trail up the Boesmanskloof above Greyton (Day 11, 24 Oct)
is a favourite hike of mine. The best time to do this is probably
early January, when you have a chance of three Thestor:
Brauns's Skolly (Thestor braunsi), Greyton Skolly (Thestor
Tarsocera dicksoni
kaplani) and Jonaskop Skolly (Thestor stepheni). There wasn’t
Montagu, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson
too much flying in October except Riviersonderend Little
Rocksitter (Durbaniella clarki phaea) near the top of the pass and a brown Lepidochrysops
(possibly Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi) near the bottom. Commoner species included Cape Dull
Brown (Cassionympha detecta), Western Hillside Brown (Stygionympha vigilans), Yellow Russet
(Aloeides aranda) and Plain Russet (Aloeides almeida). I took a slight detour on our return
journey, as Colleen had battled to cross the river on the way up and stumbled upon a strong
colony of Giant Russet (Aloeides pallida) - I wouldn’t even attempt to guess what subspecies this
belongs to. There were also a couple of Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus).
Our accommodation that evening, Walter’s Place at Jongensfontein near Stilbaai, was fabulous!

Durbaniella clarki phaea
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis palmus palmus
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pallida
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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The following day we visited Pauline Bohnen nature reserve, but not much was on the wing apart
from a couple of Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero thero) and a solitary Jitterbug Daisy Copper
(Chrysoritis zeuxo zeuxo). We departed for Rooiberg, via Garcia’s Pass and Huisrivier pass.
Nothing was flying at Garcia’s Pass (as usual); I think the Langeberg Skolly (Thestor pictus)
colony near the road has disappeared. A brief stop at Huisrivier yielded a few Karoo Dancer
(Alenia sandaster) and one or two Gamka Pan Opal (Chrysoritis pan henningi).
I hadn’t visited Rooiberg before, but I had a great time. There was no sign of Rooiberg Skolly
(Thestor rooibergensis) unfortunately - the Thestor Project is off to a slow start - but there were
several Aloeides, including Black-bordered Russet (Aloeides juana), Veined Russet (Aloeides
pierus) and Outeniqua Russet (Aloeides quickelbergei) (I think). Several Southern Giant Cupid
(Lepidochrysops australis) were visiting the hill tops and were being joined by Plutus Opal
(Chrysoritis plutus). I found a few Rocksitters (Durbaniella clarki clarki) and a couple of Protea
Charaxes (Charaxes pelias).

Charaxes pelias
Rooiberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Durbaniella clarki clarki
Rooiberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

After overnighting at the Old Mill Lodge north of Oudsthoirn, we
travelled up the Swartberg pass. The pass is “closed” although
there is nothing stopping you driving to the top – presumably the
road to Prince Alfred is impassable. For some reason the hiking
trails at the top of the pass had No Entry signs; anyway, as it
was cold and windy I wasn’t going to argue and we took a slow
and scenic drive to Colesberg, stopping at Lootsberg Pass and
Noupoort. I saw two Aloeides at Lootsburg, presumably Karoo
Russet (Aloeides gowani) although they don’t look much like it,
and nothing whatsoever at Noupoort.

Lepidochrysops australis
Rooiberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides gowani
Lootsberg Pass, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson

We managed to bypass an extraordinary pile up of trucks at
Middelberg (an industrial dispute apparently) before arriving at our final stopover, the excellent
Fancy Cactus in Colesberg.
Our last day, the long drive back to Joburg was broken only by a brief stop at Springfontein; the
weather was cloudy and cool and the veld at Sprinfontein looked dismal; I didn’t even bother
getting out of my car!
We may have been unfortunate with the weather, but our choices of accommodation, without
exception, were excellent. To be honest not a very successful butterfly trip, but another reminder
of what a diverse and picturesque country we live in.
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Costa Rica Sept/Oct 2021 (Peter Sharland)
Costa Rica is amazing! This is more a photo-story of butterfly, moth, bird and animal watching
than a trip report, mainly because I’m still ploughing through over 2000 photos, deleting the many
“throw-aways”. I shudder at the thought of how many more there would be if my camera’s default
setting had been on “burst”. At Jeremy’s request, some birds are included, as well as a few photos
of other exotic creatures. Such is the gob-smacking biodiversity of Costa Rica!
The story of this trip begins with a text I received from a birding friend who is hooked on travelling
overseas in search of birds. Phrases such as “I am suffering from severe closet fever” and “have
you guys had your jabs?” were used in her initial comms. In a way, our decision to join the tour
resulted from a need to show the middle finger to the fearfulness that is caused by Covid-19.
Also, central America has always been on the bucket list – the field guide to the birds of Costa
Rica has been gathering dust on my bookshelf for 8 years, and books such as “Butterflies of the
World” and “Butterfly Magic” could once again regain some meaning. We also found a useful app
to help us during the trip: -

Animals of Costa Rica contains sections
for each of the following groups:
Mammals
Birds (473 Species)
Reptiles
Amphibians
Fishes
Insects (5265 species)
Crustaceans
Arachnids
Millipedes etc.
Velvet Worms
Molluscs
Cnidarians
Echinoderms
I bought two of the groups only –
those shown with species numbers.
Such is the diversity of life in what is a
small country.
We left South Africa on a half-empty Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt, snoozed and coffied our way
through a 7-hour stop-over, and touched down in San Jose in an almost-full long-haul Airbus, 30
hours after leaving the house in Jo’burg. The purpose of the trip was to maximise the number of
birds seen; these birders are a bit cuckoo, not so? (hehehe). As a result, we got to see most of the
country, staying in 9 different lodges over the 19 nights. A total of over 400 bird species were seen,
but butterflies and moths were not as plenteous as we were hoping. Apparently, the peak season
for these is from December to April (the dry season in Costa Rica). Nevertheless, there are 70 - 80
butterfly and moth species that I managed to photograph along the way, by hanging around at the
back of the group. The trip was exhausting, fun and amazingly instructive, an all-in-one and
memorable experience. Hopefully the photos below provide a small peek into that incredible world.
Just one qualifier here for the readers of this article – incorrect IDs at this stage (or no IDs)
hereunder are entirely my doing. Corrections are welcome, and can be mailed to me at
sharlandp@gmail.com
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Hairstreak 1

Crescent 1

Longtail 1

Skipper 1

Longtail 2

Orange-striped Eighty-eight

Red Postman

White-angled Sulphur

Hewitson’s Longwing

Skipper 2 (Pyrrhopyge?)

Morpho?

Banded Peacock
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Common Morpho

Dicot Skipper 1

Moth 2

Forest-Floor Satyr

Common Morpho

Moth 1

Moth 3

Prepona 1

Tigerwing 1

Geometridae 1

Fruhstorfer’s Owl-Butterfly

Three-toned Prepona
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Fiery-throated Hummingbird

Common Potoo

Brown Basilisk (juvenile)

Agouti

Lesson’s Motmot

Yellow-throated Toucan

Brown Basilisk (adult)

Two-toed Sloth with baby

White-necked Jacobin

Crested owl

Green basilisk

Tarantula (juvenile)
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The Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson)
While we have not yet published our initial phylogenetic paper on the Aloeides, this should happen
next year, and I already believe that this has been a successful project: we have acquired lots of
new genetic information and distribution records and have received support from many members
of LepSoc Africa.
It’s time to find something new and what better genus to research than Thestor (the Skollies)?
There are 35 taxa (species and subspecies) in this genus, and they are all found in South Africa.
While they are mostly resident in the Karoo and Fynbos biomes, there are a couple of fairly
widespread species – you should be able to find a Thestor near you!
As for the Aloeides, we want to catch specimens for photographing, measuring, morphological
scrutiny and DNA sequencing.

Thestor basuta basuta
Barberton, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor barbatus
Pardeberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor braunsi
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor holmesi
Franschhoek, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor rossouwi
Stillbaai, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor vansoni
Gydo, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor pringlei
Sutherland, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor kaplani
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Thestor stepheni
McGregor, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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The Spialia Project
Johan Greyling has very kindly offered to sponsor the cost of barcoding a plate of Spialia samples.
As you may be aware, Spialia (the Sandmen) was recently split into three genera:
Agyllia
Ernsta
Spialia
In South Africa there are 15 taxa in these three genera. In the Afrotropical region this number
increases to 29, but this is still a relatively manageable group, and we should be able to make a lot
of progress with 95 well-selected barcodes.
Several people, me included, believe there are several cryptic species lurking within these three
genera, awaiting description; this season we intend to find out!

Agyllia agylla agylla
Molteno Pass, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Agyllia asterodia
Wolkberg, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Ernsta colotes transvaaliae
Hennops, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Ernsta delagoae
Loding, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Ernsta dromus
Inhamitanga, Mozambique
Jeremy Dobson

Ernsta nanus
Loxton, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia ferax
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia mafa mafa
Kliprivier, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia spio
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson
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Israeli Blue Pansy
Dubi Benyamini, President of LepSoc Israel forwarded a photo of
a Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya) that had been taken on Mount
Hermon, Israel at an altitude of 1 600 m.
Dubi wanted to know whether this was the Afrotropical subspecies
Junonia orithya madagascariensis. Apparently, J. orithya has been
recorded from southern Israel for several years breeding on Phyla
nodiflora, but this is the first record from the north of the country.
Steve Collins believes the butterfly is not the sub-Saharan taxa; It
is possibly Junonia orithya here, which is recorded from Saudi
Arabia.

Junonia orithya orithya
Mt Hermon, Israel
Rami Mizrachi

Cigaritis natalensis video (Etienne Terblanche)
Etienne Terblanche forwarded the following behavioural video concerning the Southern Silverline
(Cigaritis natalensis).
Cigaritis natalensis

Books
Jeremy Williamson is downsizing and wishes to sell some of his books.
He has a rebound set of worn South African Butterflies by Trimen Vols 1, 2 and 3; The
Macrolepidoptera of the World Vol XIII the text and plates in fair condition; Living Butterflies of
Southern Africa; Pennington’s 2; Pinhey’s and a number of field guides and books on butterflies of
other countries.
Please contact Jeremy Williamson at farwild@africasafari.co.za

Zambia Butterfly Checklist
Perpetra Akite is looking to produce a paper featuring the lepidoptera of Zambia. To assist her,
Mark Williams put together a butterfly-checklist, based on Afrotropical Butterflies. I’ve included a
link to Mark’s checklist below:
Zambia checklist
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HBC
Highveld Butterfly Club members, driven to distraction by winter and Covid related inactivity, took
to posting cartoons on the HBC WhatsApp site:
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Emergence of a Lepidopterist
We congratulate LepSoc Africa members Lourens and Caroline Erasmus on the birth of their
daughter, Ciara, in September.
Alison Ward selected some advice from Justin Bode, which was posted on the HBC WhatsApp
group.
1. Always make sure that the pram’s brakes are correctly applied before chasing after a
butterfly.
2. Camera lenses are harder than babies’ heads.
3. If you suddenly find your child surrounded by Charaxes, check the nappy.
4. If you show your child a moth, turn away for a moment to find a camera, turn back to find
the moth is gone and your child has scales on their mouth, you must realize that you will not
be photographing the moth…
5. To a child, peas and carrots are not tasty, but butterfly bait is.
6. After a week of averaging 3 hours sleep a night, you may start seeing Blue Morphos; don't
follow them.
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The Man Who Shot Butterflies (John Tennent)
LepSoc Africa member, John Tennant has completed his book The Man Who Shot Butterflies.
The work has taken the best part of 25 years to complete.
At 603 pages and about 3.4 kg this is a substantial work. The cost (£89) is heavily subsidized; the
postage isn’t.
The man who shot butterflies – Albert
Stewart Meek – was one of the last great
collectors of natural history specimens,
literally thousands of which were new to
science. Sponsored by Walter Rothschild
and curators at Rothschild’s private
museum at Tring, Meek was one of the
most successful southwest Pacific
explorers and adventurers of his time: a
period of history when many missionaries,
traders and gold miners died from fever or
were killed and eaten by cannibals. A
highly focused but modest man, Meek
suffered unimaginable physical hardships
in reaching parts of New Guinea and the Solomon Islands where no-one had been before. More
than 100 of the undescribed species he collected now bear his name. He was one of natural
history’s most successful explorers, discovering the world’s largest butterfly and many other
birdwing butterflies as well as numerous birds and other creatures. Whilst others talked about their
plans to travel to obscure and remote places, Meek actually did it … and then went the extra mile.
Little was generally known about Meek’s adventures or his private life. Until now. With a particular
interest in the history of discovery, John Tennent describes events Meek experienced in both their
historical context and from personal experience. Over two decades of his own research, Tennent
stayed some three years in the forests of New Guinea and the Solomons in places Meek had
visited a century before. This definitive and unique biography of Meek has a substantial
autobiographical element. It draws freely on 500 pages of Meek’s letters written to Tring curators
archived in the Natural History Museum in London, as well as Meek’s personal photograph album
now in the care of Sir David Attenborough.
In summary, this outstanding book covers the physical, intellectual and private life of a truly
remarkable man, whose courage, endurance, organisational abilities and foibles combined to
leave a unique and lasting legacy in the museums of the world. More than the numerous and
diverse specimens – but inevitably because of them and the work Tring curators did with them –
Meek helped to bequeath an understanding of the natural world that approaches the contribution
of the founding fathers of biogeography. But this isn’t a dusty story about the past: it is an
inspiration to all of us who are interested in adventure and what it is possible to achieve. To never
give up. At last Albert Stewart Meek has a fitting monument in this book.
The Man who Shot Butterflies is published in a limited print-run of only 500 copies – 603 pages
with numerous colour pictures illustrating many of the butterflies, birds, beetles, shells, reptiles and
other animals he collected. It chronicles Meek’s pioneering life and adventures, incorporating a
substantial volume of previously unpublished information relating to subjects including his
discovery of the remarkable (now extinct) Choiseul Pigeon, Microgoura meeki; and the
acknowledged largest butterfly in the world, Ornithoptera alexandrae. Many of Meek’s discoveries
are illustrated in colour.
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Metamorphosis news
Dave Edge has applied to the DHET (Department of Higher Education and Training) for inclusion
of Metamorphosis in the list of accredited South African journals. This will enable South African
authors who publish in Metamorphosis to obtain National Research Foundation (NRF) funding; we
have high hopes that this time we will succeed.
A parallel application to African Journals On Line (AJOL) has been accepted. This will enable
Metamorphosis articles to receive a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), which will make the articles far
more accessible to researchers. The first article with a DOI has been published in Volume 32 and
we have retrospectively added DOI’s to earlier articles.
Another milestone is that Metamorphosis has been accepted for indexing by two of the Clarivate
indices - Web of Science and Zoological Record.
Slowly but surely, Metamorphosis is gaining the recognition that it deserves.

Tax exemption
LepSoc Africa have applied to become a Section 18A approved organisation. Once this is
formalised, we will be able to issue tax-exemption certificates to anyone making a donation to the
Society.

Position Papers (Steve Woodhall)
Steve Woodhall has written a series of Position Papers, covering a variety of topics. Comments
were received from Adrian Armstrong and Mark Anderson and the revised documents have been
adopted as policy by LepSoc Africa and will be written into our Handbook shortly.
The Position Papers may be viewed via the links below:
Commercial dealing in Lepidoptera
Collecting Lepidoptera
Photographing Lepidoptera
Urban biodiversity

Pesticides in Germany
Adrian Armstrong circulated a paper titled “Pesticides and pesticide‑related products
in ambient air in Germany”.
The paper concludes that airborne pesticides are ubiquitous in Germany; some of the chemicals
involved are dangerous to humans, which may result in the prohibition of several pesticides.
Air concentrations of pesticides must be reduced!
Pesticides in Germany
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Madagascar to reopen
Steve Collins forwarded the following message, which is a translation of a government directive by
MICET.
"Closed for several months in the context of the health emergency, the borders of Madagascar will
gradually reopen. The connections between Antananarivo and the islands of the Indian Ocean will
resume on 23 October, and the connections between Antananarivo and the countries of Europe
on November 6.
The Council of Ministers of October 13 decided a gradual opening of the borders of Madagascar,
for connections between Europe and Antananarivo, with the companies Air France and Air
Madagascar. Charter flights from Milan and Europe to Nosy Be Hell Ville are also allowed.
Flights between Europe and Antananarivo will resume on 6 November 2021.
Flights between Madagascar and the Indian Ocean Island countries will resume on October 23,
2021.
Flights are operated by Air Austral for Reunion Island, and Air Mauritius for Mauritius. However,
the frequency of flights will be reduced, compared to the normal frequency before the context
pandemic of covid-19. In addition, as part of the reopening of borders, there is a fee for PCR tests
for any passenger arriving on Malagasy territory, according to a decision of the Council of
Ministers. The cost of the test is around 25 euros and will be included in the price of the plane
ticket. Passengers will be locked down for 24 to 48 hours, waiting time for the PCR tests: If the
test is negative, the passenger can get out of confinement. If the test is positive, the passenger
remains in confinement for 14 days."

Charaxes legeri
Kojiro Shiraiwa has forwarded some photos of what he believes represent the first record of St
Leger’s Charaxes (Charaxes legeri) from Cameroon. The butterflies were found at the Mandara
Mountains and were first seen on 28 September 2021. This locality is close to the border of
Nigeria, where this butterfly was first found. According to Afrotropical Butterflies, the species has
also previously been recorded from Burkina Faso, Benin and Niger.
The observer / collector was Jean Fouda, who stayed in the area for couple of weeks. It appears
to be a very variable species; the photo on the top left looks like Charaxes epijasius.
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Foresters from Ghana (Bill Berthet)
Well-known butterfly photographer, Bill Berthet, posted the following pictures on Facebook: the
images are all Euphaedra species (Foresters) from Ghana.

Top: Triangular Pink Forester (Euphaedra crockeri crockeri)
Top: Spotted Orange Forester (Euphaedra edwardsii edwardsii)
Bottom: Falcate Red-based Forester (Euphaedra janetta janetta) Bottom: Magnificent Streaked Forester (Euphaedra francina
francina)

Blue Orange Forester (Euphaedra zampa)

Top left: Clubbed Pink Forester (Euphaedra xypete xypete)
Top right: Dull Pink Forester (Euphaedra hebes)
Bottom: Beautiful Mimic Forester (Euphaedra perseis)
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre
We have received a detailed budget for the proposed butterfly centre – we now need to find
sponsors / investors.
Central to the Butterfly Centre will be the collection of African Lepidoptera specimens. Many of you
have submitted the Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections and I’ve already
received bequests for about a quarter of a million specimens – thanks to everyone who has replied
so far.
ABC Questionnaire
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Butterfly Evenings
Bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings at Ruimsig Country Club are to be reinstated next year – details to
follow shortly.
LepSoc Africa will be hosting a butterfly walk and talk at Verloren Valei on 18 December; refer to
LATEST NEWS for further details.

BOOKS

LepSoc Africa Book Stock
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D.
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and
R175 respectively.
Please order using the LSA Website
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows:
From the Home page, select the Publications tab
at the top of the page.
Select Shop near the top-right of this page.
Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of
Metamorphosis contained on this page.
Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page.
Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require
and Place Order!
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Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural
History (Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark Williams)
This book has been produced from a manuscript prepared by
the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torben’s inimitable style.
All taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the
book includes the latest English names for the 279 species
recorded from Botswana. All profits – at least from the first print
run – will be donated to LepSoc Africa.
Torben’s manuscript was based on his findings over the years
that that he lived in Botswana (1989-1992); he had pretty much
completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated however and there have been
numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many highly intelligent people, Torben
could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: knocking this book into shape has
been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the assistance of my co-authors,
especially Mark who has edited the text and helped me with the illustrations. To give the book a
clean and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens (taken from Afrotropical Butterflies)
and “cut-out” images of live butterflies.
Books may be ordered from me (jchdobson@gmail.com) and are on sale for R550 for the regular
soft cover or R850 for a hard-cover edition (the hard-cover version is already sold out, however if
there is sufficient demand we will print more).
Please contact Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com to order your copy.

An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams)
The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly
species, many of which are endemic to the region; this superb book is
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies!
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased
online (in the UK) for £23.99.
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to
postage and import charges but should be about R 600 or a little more.
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com
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Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic
revisions.
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify
importing another tranche.
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas.

Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini)
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families:
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers.
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider
area.
I am “importing” five copies of this book, so please contact me at
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy.

Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker)
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae.
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude.
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be
available from Hermann Staude.
hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de
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Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
(Steve Woodhall)
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies.
Butterflies of South Africa

COLLECTORS CORNER
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan
McErlaine (082 446 5136).
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies.
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”.
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability.
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies
CC)
www.madhornet.co.za
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
076 563 2084

45

FEATURES
English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson)
The English naming panel held a meeting on 28 October and “Approved” the proposed names for
the Euphaedra genus (largely, as submitted by Thomas Desloges) and butterflies of the
Lycaeninae subfamily.
Thomas has volunteered for Charaxes (Africa’s largest genus, with 457 taxa) and Bennie and
Andre Coetzer are going to look at Papilio. Peter Sharland and Marijke de Kock are busy with
Cymothoe and Bebearia respectively.
A link to the current “approved” list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means
final but have been “banked” to allow us to move on to other groups.
Approved List - 28 October 2021
To date we have completed two families (Pieridae and Riodinidae) and ten subfamilies
(Coeliadinae, Hesperiinae, Malazinae, Lycaeninae, Apaturinae, Biblidinae, Cyrestinae, Danainae,
Heliconiinae and Libytheinae).
There are 1816 taxa on the “Approved” list (28.0% of the Afrotropical list), while a further 1668
(25.7%) taxa have been “Named”. “Named” only applies in instances where an entire genus has
been completed – other names have no status.
Next month, the panel intends to move to Satyrinae (Bicyclus).
A word regarding the English naming “panel”. All LepSoc Africa members can contribute names,
or to make suggestions as to how the English naming project should be undertaken. No
contribution will be ignored. All LSA members will receive a bi-monthly summary of progress in this
newsletter.
As a second tier I’ve included people who I believe have an especial interest in the English naming
project and who are copied with general, related correspondence. Anyone who wishes to join this
group is welcome to do so – please let me know.
Finally, there is the English naming “panel” who are chosen, by invitation, to take part in the
monthly approval process. All these participants have contributed lists of names or have
demonstrated consistent willingness to accomplish our goal - a comprehensive and consistent list
of English names for all African butterflies.
At the current rate of progress, I’d guess we will complete our list sometime in 2025. I’d like to post
this list on the LSA website for a six-month period, during which comments or alternatives will be
called for. All the alternative names must be accompanied by a brief motivation.
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted,
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending
on the number of “alternatives” received, I hope that we can publish our final list in
Metamorphosis, early in 2026.
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The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the
names currently in print, are the placeholders and are the names used in this newsletter. These
names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least one alternative
proposal will be subjected to a vote.
OBJECTIVES
1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names.
2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!
3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world.
GUIDELINES
1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size,
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.
2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern
subspecies.
3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus
entabeni) for example.
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METHOD AND PROGRAM
Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published
English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the
tables below.
2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed
as an alternative proposal under your name.
3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to
go; about four years at the current rate.
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list
1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain.
2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been
completed.
We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been “finalized” already).
There are currently 6497 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 336 genera.
We have “completed” names for 239 genera (71.1%).
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GENUS

GENUS NAME

Charaxes
Euphaedra
Acraea
Iolaus
Bebearia
Mylothris
Lepidochrysops
Papilio
Cymothoe
Telchinia
Bicyclus
Anthene
Euriphene
Liptena
Colotis
Neptis
Apallaga
Pentila
Aloeides
Ornipholidotos
Heteropsis
Chrysoritis
Amauris
Graphium
Belenois
Pilodeudorix
Neurellipes
Cephetola
Stempfferia
Aslauga
Pseudacraea
Cigaritis
Aphnaeus
Euptera
Telipna
Lachnocnema
Strabena
Deudorix
Hypolycaena
Thestor
Micropentila
Alaena
Abantis
Uranothauma
Euchrysops
Junonia
Pseudaletis
Triclema
Axiocerses
Baliochila
Mimacraea
Sarangesa
Celaenorrhinus
Eagris
Platylesches
Ypthima
Afriodinia

Charaxes
Forester
Acraea
Sapphire
Small Forester
Dotted Border
Giant Cupid
Swallowtail
Glider
Amber
Bush Brown
Ciliate Blue
Nymph
Liptena
Tip
Sailer
Yellow Sprite
Spotted Buff
Russet
Glasswing
Low-eye
Opal
Friar
Swordtail
Caper White
Blue Playboy
Zebra Hairtail
Dark Flash
Plain Flash
Purple
False Acraea
Silverline
Highflier
Pilot
Telipna
Woolly Legs
High-eye
Playboy
Fairy Hairstreak
Skolly
Dots
Zulu
Paradise Skipper
Heart
Smoky Blue
Pansy
Fantasy
Small Hairtail
Scarlet
Mottled Buff
Acraea Mimic
Elfin
Dark Sprite
Flat
Hopper
Three-ring
Judy

COUNT
456
353
206
174
166
164
158
157
153
150
125
107
107
102
94
94
88
81
75
75
70
69
66
66
65
65
64
55
52
51
51
46
44
44
39
38
37
35
35
35
34
33
32
32
31
31
31
29
28
28
28
28
27
27
27
26
25

GENUS
Precis
Sevenia
Hypolimnas
Mimeresia
Pseudathyma
Appias
Coeliades
Falcuna
Gorgyra
Metisella
Brakefieldia
Dixeia
Iridana
Capys
Neocoenyra
Borbo
Ceratrichia
Cerautola
Cupidesthes
Eresina
Geritola
Kedestes
Pseudonympha
Tetrarhanis
Aphysoneura
Stugeta
Eicochrysops
Eresiomera
Ernsta
Euryphura
Harpendyreus
Leptotes
Thermoniphas
Chloroselas
Hewitsonia
Paradeudorix
Artitropa
Tuxentius
Andronymus
Eretis
Osmodes
Leptosia
Tarucus
Terias
Leptomyrina
Meza
Nepheronia
Palla
Perrotia
Stygionympha
Willema
Gretna
Hypophytala
Myrina
Orachrysops
Vanessa
Caenides

GENUS NAME
Commodore
Tree Nymph
Diadem
Harlequin
False Sailer
Albatross
Policeman
Marble
Leaf Sitter
Sylph
Patroller
Small White
Sapphire Gem
Protea
Round Ringlet
Swift
Forest Sylph
Angled Flash
Light Hairtail
Tree Buff
Light Flash
Ranger
Brown
On-off
Bamboo Ringlet
Marbled Sapphire
Ash Blue
Pearly
Sandman
Commander
Mountain Blue
Zebra Blue
Chalk Blue
Gem
Tiger Flash
Fairy Playboy
Night-fighter
Pie
Dart
Elf
White-spots
Spirit
Pierrot
Grass Yellow
Black-eye
Missile
Vagrant
Palla
Bamboo Dart
Hillside Brown
Sylph
Twilight Skipper
Banded Flash
Fig-tree Blue
Cupid
Admiral
Recluse

COUNT
25
25
24
24
24
23
23
23
23
23
22
22
22
21
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
19
19
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
17
17
16
16
15
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
12
12
12
12
11
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GENUS
Nervia
Trimenia
Acleros
Cacyreus
Colias
Eurytela
Leona
Pteroteinon
Azanus
Chondrolepis
Cooksonia
Deloneura
Issoria
Lipaphnaeus
Oboronia
Oxylides
Scopulifera
Citrinophila
Durbania
Euliphyra
Fulda
Helna
Neita
Obania
Pardaleodes
Protogoniomorpha
Tarsocera
Teriomima
Antanartia
Ariadne
Calleagris
Dingana
Hemiolaus
Larinopoda
Salamis
Serradinga
Spialia
Syrmoptera
Teracolus
Torbenia
Zophopetes
Argemma
Chilades
Dira
Epitolina
Fresna
Hypoleucis
Melphina
Paracleros
Phalanta
Phasis
Pontia
Tagiades
Torynesis
Tsitana
Astictopterus
Aterica

GENUS NAME
Painted Ranger
Silver-spotted Copper
Dusky Dart
Bronze
Clouded Yellow
Piper
Large Recluse
Red-eye
Babul Blue
Snow-horned Skipper
Tiger Mimic
Large Buff
Fritillary
Silver Speckle
Ginger Blue
False Head
Orange Sprite
Lemon Buff
Rocksitter
Witch
Malagasy Hopper
Dusky Buff
Large Ringlet
Obania
Trailblazer
Mother-of-Pearl
Spring Widow
Yellow Buff
Admiral
Castor
Milky Flat
Widow
Hairstreak
Pierid Buff
Mother-of-Pearl
Speckled Widow
Sandman
False Head
Tip
Glasswing
Palm Night-fighter
Forest Sylph
Jewel
Autumn Widow
Dull Flash
Acraea Hopper
Oblique Skipper
Forest Swift
Dusky Dart
Leopard
Arrowhead
Meadow White
Clouded Flat
Veined Widow
Sylph
Dark Ranger
Glade Nymph

COUNT
11
11
10
10
10
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5

GENUS
Byblia
Danaus
Euploea
Evena
Gnophodes
Hovala
Libythea
Melphinyet
Paronymus
Physcaeneura
Pinacopteryx
Pseudopontia
Semalea
Spalgis
Tirumala
Actizera
Agyllia
Ampittia
Apaturopsis
Argyrocheila
Cassionympha
Cnodontes
Coenyropsis
Cupidopsis
Dapidodigma
Dotta
Durbaniella
Epitola
Erikssonia
Etesiolaus
Euthecta
Gegenes
Haydonia
Hewitola
Hypomyrina
Lissia
Lycaena
Megalopalpus
Monza
Neptidopsis
Ortholexis
Paralethe
Parasiomera
Parnara
Parosmodes
Pseuderesia
Saribia
Teniorhinus
Toxochitona
Vanessula
Zeritis
Afrogegenes
Caprona
Catopsilia
Ceratricula
Coenyra
Crudaria

GENUS NAME
Joker
Tiger
Crow
Large Pathfinder
Evening Brown
Malagasy Yellow Sylph
Snout
Forest Swift
Large Dart
Webbed Ringlet
Zebra White
Ghost
Silky Skipper
Harvester
Monarch
Rayed Blue
Sandman
Ranger
Empress
Fairy Buff
Dull Brown
Plain Buff
Lined Ringlet
Meadow Blue
Virgin
Spangled Ranger
Rocksitter
Pointed Flash
Acraea Copper
Green Sapphire
Small Buff
Dodger
Evening Brown
Pointed Flash
Orange Playboy
Hermit
Copper
Harvester
Grass Skipper
False Sailer
Scarce Sprite
Bush Beauty
Harlequin
Watchman
Orange
Harlequin
Malagasy Judy
Small Fox
Fluttering Buff
Lady’s Maid
Checkered Gem
Dodger
Ragged Skipper
Migrant
Tufted Forest Sylph
Shadefly
Grey

COUNT
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
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GENUS
Cyrestis
Eresinopsides
Euchloe
Flandria
Galerga
Gamia
Hallelesis
Harma
Kakumia
Kallimoides
Leucochitonea
Malaza
Melitaea
Mesoxantha
Monile
Phytala
Pieris
Prosopalpus
Pseudonacaduba
Teratoneura
Torbenlarsenia
Tylopaedia
Xanthodisca
Zenonia
Zintha
Acada
Aethiopana
Alenia
Bettonula
Brephidium
Brusa
Catacroptera
Cynandra
Elphinstonia
Elymnias
Eronia
Euryphurana
Freyeria
Hollandus
Kobelana
Lachnoptera
Lafron
Lasiommata
Luthrodes
Mashuna
Melampias
Melanitis
Neaveia
Osphantes
Paternympha
Pelopidas
Procampta
Pseudoneptis
Ptelina
Pyrrhochalcia
Rhabdomantis
Tekliades

GENUS NAME
Map
Mottled Tree Buff
Green-striped White
Forest Sylph
Malagasy Sylph
Grand Skipper
Cream Ringlet
Angular Glider
Ant Buff
African Leaf
White-cloaked Skipper
Underwing
False Fritillary
Drury’s Delight
Jewelled Hairtail
Giant Flash
Cabbage White
Dwarf Skipper
Lineblue
Isabella
Swift
King Copper
Yellow Disc
Spotted Hopper
Pierrot
Axehead
Acraea Flash
Dancer
Brown Sprite
Pygmy Blue
Marbled Swift
Pirate
Brilliant Nymph
Green-striped White
Palmfly
Vine-leaf Vagrant
Noble Commander
Jewel
Pointed Trailblazer
Dark Flat
Leopard
Sorrel Copper
Wall Brown
Jewel
Marsh Ringlet
Boland Brown
Evening Brown
Pierine Blue
Lobed Skipper
Small Ringlet
Branded Swift
Elf
False Sailer
Bordered Buff
Policeman
Large Fox
Policeman

COUNT
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

GENUS
Triskelionia
Xanthonymus
Zizeeria
Aeropetes
Afrodryas
Ankola
Argynnis
Argyraspodes
Batelusia
Birabiro
Calopieris
Carcharodus
Catochrysops
Cesa
Congdonia
Ducarmeia
Durbaniopsis
Erionota
Euryphaedra
Gideona
Gomalia
Gyrogra
Hamanumida
Herila
Hipparchia
Isoteinon
Katreus
Kipepeo
Kumothales
Lampides
Lepella
Mallika
Mashunoides
Moltena
Mopala
Neoepitola
Netrobalane
Noctulana
Oraidium
Pardopsis
Pharmacophagus
Ploetzia
Powellana
Pseudargynnis
Pseudoneaveia
Smerina
Tumerepedes
Vansomerenia
Ypthimomorpha
Zizina
Zizula

GENUS NAME
Tricerate Elfin
Yellow Disc
Grass Blue
Mountain Pride
Autumn-leaf Vagrant
Red Disc
Fritillary
Silver-spotted Copper
Zebra Flash
Jewel
Desert Beauty
Mallow Sandman
Shiny Blue
Gem
Plain Buff
Evening Brown
Rocksitter
Banana Skipper
Pointed Nymph
Pointed Tip
Green-marbled Sandman
Leaf Sitter
Guineafowl
Woodland Trailblazer
Grayling
Dark Ranger
Giant Sprite
Jewel
Congo Nymph
Pea Blue
Central Sylph
Jackson’s Leaf
Marsh Ringlet
Strelitzia Night-fighter
Forest-path Skipper
Congo Flash
Buff-tipped Skipper
Brown Forest Swift
Dwarf Blue
Polka Dot
Swallowtail
Malagasy Night-fighter
Congo Flash
Leopard Nymph
Congo Flash
Leopard
Nigerian Buff
Savanna Gem
Three-ring
Clover Blue
Gaika Blue

COUNT
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
6496
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The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Telipna (39 taxa), Leptomyrina (13 taxa),
Oxylides (9 taxa), Obania (8 taxa), Lasiommata (2 taxa), Hipparchia (1 taxon).
ENGLISH NAME
Dark Obania
Large Black Obania
Eastern Large Black Obania
Central Large Black Obania
Congo Pearl-spotted Obania
Pearl-spotted Obania
Orange Obania
Red Obania
Orange-spotted Telipna
Cameroon Orange-spotted Telipna
Central Orange-spotted Telipna
Large Telipna
White-spotted Telipna
Central White-spotted Telipna
Unmarked Telipna
Banded Telipna
Budongo Banded Telipna
Cameroon Telipna
Long-winged Telipna
Yellow-spotted Telipna
Budongo Yellow-spotted Telipna
Uganda Yellow-spotted Telipna
Twin-spot Telipna
Eastern Twin-spot Telipna
Dull Telipna
Kisangani Telipna
Four-spotted Telipna
Western Three-spotted Telipna
Three-spotted Telipna
Bitje Telipna
Kasungo Telipna
Kayonza Telipna
Kigoma Telipna
Medje Telipna
Western Pale Telipna
Pale Telipna
Pointed Telipna
Niger Delta Telipna
Ruspinoid Telipna
Eastern Pearl-spotted Telipna
Pearl-spotted Telipna
Issia Western Telipna
Western Telipna
Ugandan Telipna
Northern Telipna
Delta Telipna
Small Telipna
Abyssinian Black-eye
Mozambique Black-eye
Kisuma Lilac-based Black-eye
Lilac-based Black-eye
Eastern Lilac-based Black-eye
Nyassa Black-eye
Angola Plain Black-eye
Plain Black-eye

FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME
Obania catalina
Obania o-rubrum o-rubrum
Obania o-rubrum teroana
Obania o-rubrum tripunctata
Obania subvariegata aliquantum
Obania subvariegata subvariegata
Obania tullia
Obania tulliana
Telipna acraea acraea
Telipna acraea fervida
Telipna acraea nigrita
Telipna acraeoides
Telipna albofasciata albofasciata
Telipna albofasciata laplumei
Telipna atrinervis
Telipna aurivillii aurivillii
Telipna aurivillii jefferyi
Telipna cameroonensis
Telipna centralis
Telipna citrimaculata citrimaculata
Telipna citrimaculata neavei
Telipna citrimaculata victoriae
Telipna consanguinea consanguinea
Telipna consanguinea ugandae
Telipna cuypersi
Telipna ducarmei
Telipna erica
Telipna hollandi exsuperia
Telipna hollandi hollandi
Telipna ja
Telipna kaputui
Telipna kayonza
Telipna kigoma
Telipna medjensis
Telipna nyanza katangae
Telipna nyanza nyanza
Telipna rothi
Telipna rufilla
Telipna ruspinoides
Telipna sanguinea depuncta
Telipna sanguinea sanguinea
Telipna semirufa ivoiriensis
Telipna semirufa semirufa
Telipna sheffieldi
Telipna sulpitia
Telipna transverstigna
Telipna villiersi
Leptomyrina boschi
Leptomyrina congdoni
Leptomyrina gorgias cana
Leptomyrina gorgias gorgias
Leptomyrina gorgias sobrina
Leptomyrina handmani
Leptomyrina henningi angolensis
Leptomyrina henningi henningi

AUTHOR
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1887])
(Holland, 1890)
(Talbot, 1935)
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1894])
(Druce, 1910)
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1890])
(Staudinger, 1892)
(Grose-Smith, [1901])
(Westwood, [1851])
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1890])
Jackson, 1969
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1890])
Aurivillius, 1910
de Vos, 1918
Hulstaert, 1924
Rebel, 1914
Jackson, 1969
Jackson, 1969
Libert, 2005
Schultze, 1916
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Rebel, 1914
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Libert, 2005
Suffert, 1904
Hulstaert, 1924
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Jackson, 1969
Kielland, 1978
Holland, 1920
Stempffer, 1961
Neave, 1904
(Grose-Smith, 1898)
(Grose-Smith, [1901])
Schultze, 1923
Talbot, 1937
(Plötz, 1880)
Libert, 2005
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1889])
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Hulstaert, 1924
Druce, 1910
Stempffer, 1965
Strand, 1911
Bayliss, Brattström, Bampton and Collins, 2019
Talbot, 1935
(Stoll, [1790])
Talbot, 1935
Gifford, 1965
Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2009
Dickson, 1976
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Tailed Black-eye
Cape Black-eye
Congo Black-eye
Island Black-eye
Sudan Black-eye
Congo False Head
Beautiful False Head
Kinshasa False Head
Eastern Cobalt False Head
Cobalt False Head
Pale False Head
Southern Pale False Head
Dark-lined False Head
Gabon False Head
Arabian Wall Brown
Abyssinian Wall Brown
Arabian Grayling

Leptomyrina hirundo
Leptomyrina lara
Leptomyrina makala
Leptomyrina phidias
Leptomyrina sudanica
Oxylides albata
Oxylides bella
Oxylides binza
Oxylides faunus camerunica
Oxylides faunus faunus
Oxylides feminina feminina
Oxylides feminina stempfferi
Oxylides gloveri
Oxylides kebiri
Lasiommata felix
Lasiommata maderakal
Hipparchia (Pseudotergumia) tewfiki

(Wallengren, 1857)
(Linnaeus, 1764)
Bethune-Baker, 1908
(Fabricius, 1793)
Stempffer, 1964
(Aurivillius, 1895)
Aurivillius, [1899]
Berger, 1981
Libert, 2004
(Drury, 1773)
(Sharpe, 1904)
Berger, 1981
Hawker-Smith, 1929
Vande weghe, 2009
(Warnecke, 1929)
(Guérin-Méneville, 1849)
(Wiltshire, 1949)
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens
LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, Graham
Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering
Kirstenbosch and I’m responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort –
Lourens Erasmus has been assisting regularly in this regard. Christopher Willis has been
monitoring Lowveld Botanical Gardens in Nelspruit (Mbombela) since January this year.
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterflyabundance over the following months and years.
The annual reports will relate to the butterfly season rather than the calendar, so our records are
compiled from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a
brief summary is included below:
George (Dave Edge)
The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave
has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris
brassicae).
Of the current checklist of 55 taxa, 21 (38%) were found during the course of last season.
Harold Porter (Graham Henning)
Graham visited Harold Porter fourteen times last season and every month so far this season; the
checklist has grown from 27 to 43 butterflies. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only
Mountain Skolly (Thestor montanus), Orange-banded Protea (Capys alpheus alpheus) and African
Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) have not been recorded to date.
During October’s survey, Graham recorded two new species for Harold Porter, which are in
addition new records for the National Botanical Gardens: Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe)
and Mouse Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops puncticilia).

Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe
Jeremy Dobson

Lepidochrysops puncticilia
Fanie Rautenbach
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Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach)
Last season Fanie visited Kirstenbosch 13 times last season and every month so far this season
apart from August.
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie recorded 18 (47.4%) to
date.
In October Fanie recorded ten species, including Gold-spotted Sylph (Metisella metis metis);
although this butterfly is known from Kirstenbosch, this is the first time that it has been recorded
since the surveys commenced.
Lowveld (Christopher Willis)
Christopher visited Lowveld on 11 September and found Ella's
Silverline (Cigaritis ella) which is another new butterfly for the
Garden. The checklist for Lowveld now stands at 127 butterfly
species.
In October Christopher recorded 34 species, including Southern
Gaudy Commodore (Precis octavia sesamus).
Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus)

Cigaritis ella
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis

The checklist for Walter Sisulu now stands at 112 butterflies.
In September, Lourens recorded 28 species; a walk though WSBG with Lourens, Dave and Hanna
Edge and I yielded 29 butterflies.
Lourens revisited the gardens on 30 October and found 19 species, including Protea Sapphire
(Iolaus trimeni).
KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden
We hope to add KZN Botanical Garden in Pietermaritzburg to the list of National Botanical
Gardens included in the butterfly surveys; Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall are going to try and
organize visits this season.

Cigaritis natalensis
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Iolaus trimeni
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality
Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration.
The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
Where “n” is the number of species observed and “F” is a locality factor, obtained from the
following table:
GARDEN
George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

CHECKLIST FACTOR (F)
55
34%
43
27%
38
24%
127
79%
112
70%

These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis.
Records for the 2021 – 2022 season are indicated below:
2020 - 2021 SEASON

George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

Jul
n
Ax
7 2,6
3 2,1
3 2,2
0
0
8 2,1

Aug
n
Ax
0
0
1 1,5
0
0
37 3,8
23 3,2

Sep
n
Ax
1 1,4
5 2,5
6 2,9
41
4
28 3,5

Oct
n
Ax
0
0
19 4,7
10 3,6
34 3,6
29 3,6

Nov
n
Ax

n

Dec
Ax

n

Jan
Ax

n

Feb
Ax

n

Mar
Ax

n

Apr
Ax

n

May
Ax

n

Jun
Ax

Botanical Gardens 2021 - 2022 Season
5
4,5
4
3,5
3

2,5
2
1,5
1
0,5

0
Jul

Aug
George

Sep

Oct

Nov

Harold Porter

Dec

Jan

Kirstenbosch

Feb

Mar

Lowveld

Apr

May

Jun

Walter Sisulu
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson)
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018.
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National
Botanical Gardens, which will be incorporated into the Butterfly Index data.
A graph indicating a summary of records to date is indicated below.

2018 to 2021
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

IDEAL

2018

2019

2020

2021

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at a single locality in a single day. If
your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration) or based on observations from a suburban
garden or farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5.
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible
to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of the new
permitting system.
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or
Locality table:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
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NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

ABUNDANCE
INDEX

BIOME
Lowveld
Savanna or
Forest (L.S.)

Highveld
Savanna
(H.S)

Highveld
Grassland
(H.G.)

Arid Savanna
(A.S)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane
Forest (A.F.)

>79

>59

>39

>27

>19

>20

>59

5

Excellent

4

Good

52 to 79

39 to 59

26 to 39

19 to 27

13 to 19

13 to 20

39 to 59

3

Average

29 to 51

21 to 38

15 to 25

10 to 18

8 to 12

8 to 12

21 to 38

2

Poor

10 to 28

7 to 21

5 to 14

4 to 9

3 to 7

3 to 7

7 to 21

1

Very Poor

≤9

≤7

≤4

≤3

≤2

≤2

≤7

0

No Data

Methodology
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces.
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea
superfamily (traditional butterflies).
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest
rating will be used.
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives!
Objectives
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks
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Data – September and October:
2021
PROVINCE
Gauteng
KwaZulu-Natal
Limpopo
Mpumalanga
Western Cape
Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Southern Cape
North West
Free State
Lesotho
Swaziland

SEPTEMBER
Locality
Biome
Glenharvie
H.G.
Krantzkloof NR
LF

Observer
Jeremy Dobson
Mark Liptrot

Index
3,4
3,8

Score
19
53

5,2

67*

KwaMhlanga
Harold Porter

H.S.
LF

Jeremy Dobson
Graham Henning

3,8

12

Ananaus Pass

N.K.

Jeremy Dobson

3,9

35

Utopia

H.S.

Jeremy Dobson

Index
3,6
2,5

Score
29
19

3,6
4,7

41
19

OCTOBER
Locality
Biome
WSBG
LF
Mandawe Cross
L.S.

Observer
Jeremy Dobson
Steve Woodhall

Mountainlands
Harold Porter

Jeremy Dobson
Graham Henning

L.S.
LF

LF refers to Locality Factor; other abbreviations are as per the Abundance Factor table.
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2021:
PROVINCE

2021 - SUMMARY
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Gauteng

4,8

4,1

4,2

3,6

3,3

2,7

2,1

3,2

3,4

3,6

KwaZulu-Natal

3,7

4,2

3,2

4,4

3,8

3,5

3,4

3,6

3,8

2,5

Limpopo

4,9

4,1

4

0

4

0

0

0

0

0

Mpumalanga

0

4,3

4,9

4,5

4

4

0

3,8

5,2

3,6

Western Cape

3,9

3,6

4,4

4,4

3,6

3,2

2,1

1,5

0

4,7

Eastern Cape

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Northern Cape

0

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

3,8

0

Southern Cape

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,6

0

0

0

North West

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

3,9

0

Free State

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lesotho

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Swaziland

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Nov

Dec
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH
LepiMAP (Les Underhill)
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa.
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum.
http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville)
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of
taxonomic issues.
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude)
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3.
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/

COREL
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species.
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below:
COREL - Structure and guidelines
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson)
We welcome Alan Gardiner to the Aloeides Project panel! Alan has more experience than most
with species of Russet north of our borders and his knowledge and experience will be a major
asset to the project.
Tomasz Pyrcz of the Nature Education Centre, Jagiellonian University, Poland, has already
contributed some barcodes to the Aloeides Project; these were obtained from some specimens
caught by Szabolcs Sáfián in November 2019. Tomasz has recently acquired some specimens of
Kenyan Savanna Russet (Aloeides conradsi jacksoni) from Kabaru Forest, Nyeri County and has
promised to forward me some DNA sequences and photographs.
As noted in July, Dr Pasi Sihvonen (Director of Zoology Unit, Finnish Museum of Natural History)
has agreed to barcode two plates (95 specimens each) of Aloeides for us. In addition, Pasi’s
researchers will assist with evaluation of the sequences once these are obtained. I’m busy trying
to prepare the necessary samples, which will be posted in December.
We’ve got a reasonably comprehensive Aloeides phylogenetic tree at present, although several
species are represented by single barcodes; obtaining further sequences will greatly increase our
confidence in the data. In addition, while we now have a good spread of Aloeides samples, we are
very short of material from type localities: this is vital for future taxonomic work. We decided to
postpone publication of our initial phylogenetic paper until the end of this season, in which we
focus on obtaining as many samples from type-localities as possible.
The Oreas species group is one that I’m very short of DNA sequences for, although I’ve now got
several samples ready for submission. To date I’ve got a single barcode of Aloeides nublus from
Robber’s Pass; I hope to acquire barcodes of A. nubilus from Long Tom Pass and Elandshoogte
and A. oreas barcodes from Dirkiesdorp, Mpumalanga and from the Sentinel, KZN.
A. nubilus is distinguished from A. oreas by its “rounder” wing shape and, on the hindwing
underside, the fusion of the discoidal fascia into a silvery patch and the presence of a silvery
submarginal band. I’d add that A. oreas generally has a wider black margin to the forewing upper
side.
Where does A. oreas end and A. nubilus start and do their distributions overlap? We intend to find
out. The former butterfly is widespread and is found in montane habitats from Wakkerstroom in
Mpumalanga to Stutterheim in the Eastern Cape; it seems possible that there may be more than
one species involved. A. nubilus on the other hand is restricted to the Sabie – Pilgrim’s Rest area
and is listed as Endangered EN B1ab(iii,v)+2ab(iii,v); C2a(i). There are a couple of records from
Long Tom Pass which are presumably A. nubilus and in 2016 Christopher Dobson found a colony
of butterflies that look like Aloeides nubilus at Elandshoogte off the Schoemanskloof road, west of
Nelspruit (Mbombela). Specimens from this locality closely resemble the Robber’s Pass butterflies
on the upper side but are closer to A. oreas on the underside.
Based on the single barcode that I’ve got, A. nubilus is fairly closely related to Aloeides carolynnae
carolynnae – a Pair Wise Distance of 1.37%. In turn, A. carolynnae has A. vansoni as its nearest
relative – a PWD of 1.67%.
The following page includes some images from the Aloeides Project database. Images are life size
at A4. The top row is Aloeides oreas and the second row is Aloeides nubilus. These specimens
are from Loteni, KZN and Robber’s Pass, Mpumalanga respectively, so this is close to type
material.
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Aloeides Project - Oreas Group

Aloeides oreas (male)
Loteni Nature Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal
Dave Edge

Aloeides oreas (female)
Loteni Nature Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal
Dave Edge

Aloeides nub ilus (male)
Robber's pass, Mpumalanga
Dave McDermott

Aloeides nub ilus (female)
Robber's pass, Mpumalanga
Dave McDermott

Aloeides nub ilus (male)
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nub ilus (female)
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nub ilus (male)
Long Tom pass, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides oreas (female)
Dirkiesdorp, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides oreas (male)
Stutterheim, Mpumalanga
Dave Edge

Aloeides oreas (female)
Stutterheim, Mpumalanga
Dave Edge
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Aloeides gallery 2021 – 2022 Season

Aloeides aranda
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides taikosama
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides arida
Carolusberg, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nollothi
Wallekraal, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides barklyi
Carolusberg, N Cape
Reinier Terblanche

Aloeides henningi
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides egerides
Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pallida
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides gowani
Lootsberg Pass, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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PUBLICATIONS
Metamorphosis
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor,
responsible for production.
2020 has been an unprecedented year for Metamorphosis and, due to the number of articles, the
journal is being published in four Parts.
Details regarding the costs of printing and posting hard copies are include on page 2 of this
newsletter; a summary of the content is included below, or view the Metamorphosis section of the
LepSoc Africa website under the Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org)
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/), or contact Dave at
orachrysops@gmail.com.

2019
Volume 30 Part 1
Articles: 58 - 68
Publication Date : 2019-12-31
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R145 excluding postage.
Volume 30 Part 2
Revision of the genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the Afrotropical
Region: Currently described taxa
Ian D. Richardson
R300 excluding postage.

2020
Volume 31 Part 1
Articles: 139 - 147
Publication Date : 2020-12-23
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R250 excluding postage.
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Volume 31 Part 2
DR. MARTIN KRÜGER : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey and Checklist of
the Lepidoptera of southern Africa
R350 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 3
The Caterpillar Rearing Group
Hermann Staude
R600 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 4
Outcomes of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA)
Silvia Mecenero et al.
R250 excluding postage.

2021
Volume 32 Part 1
OBITUARY DR DOUGLAS MERVYN KROON (17th April 1940 – 2nd August 2020)
David Edge, Hermann Staude and Heather Kappmeier
The highly invasive Siam Weed, Chromolaena odorata (L.) King and Robinson
(Asteraceae), as a seasonal prime nectar source for butterflies (Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea)
and other insects (Insecta: Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera, Coleoptera) in West Africa
Szabolcs Sáfián
Mylothris citius Oremans, 2019 and Mylothris beni Warren-Gash, 2020 (Papilionoidea:
Pieridae: Pierinae)
Haydon Warren-Gash
Papilio vanessa Fabricius, 1793, nomen oblitum, is a synonym of Liptena septistrigata
(Bethune-Baker, 1903), nomen protectum (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae).
Richard Vane-Wright
Description of a new endemic genus of the Namib Desert and adjacent biomes in Namibia
(Tineoidea: Tineidae: Hapsiferinae)
Wolfram Mey and Théo Léger
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Taxonomic notes on Liptena eketi Bethune-Baker, 1926 and related species (Papilionoidea:
Lycaenidae: Poritiinae)
Michel Libert and Steve C. Collins
Description of the male of Syrmoptera mixtura (Hulstaert, 1924) (Papilionoidea:
Lycaenidae: Theclinae) in Northern DRC
Thomas Desloges
Observations on the mating behaviour and related copulatory anatomy of Alaena
margaritacea Eltringham, 1929 (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae)
Notes on the life history and taxonomy of Cerurina marshalli (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae:
Cerurinae)
Etienne Terblanche
Description of the larva of Helenoscoparia nigritalis (Walker, 1855) (Pyraloidea: Crambidae:
Scopariinae)
Timm Karisch and Liza Fowler

The types of Liptena augusta Suffert, 1904 and Liptena subundularis (Staudinger, 1892)
(Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae)
Michel Libert
Notes on the life history and taxonomy of Cerurina marshalli (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae:
Cerurinae)
Lydia Mulvaney
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OTHER BUTTERFLIES
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this
newsletter.
More from the Erebidae family
First let’s complete the Hypeniinae:

Rhynchina obliqualis
Johan Heyns

Rhynchina sp.
Johan Heyns

Rhynchina tinctalis
Johan Heyns

Hypocala plumicornis
Johan Heyns

Hypocala rostrata
Johan Heyns

And then start with the Hypocalinae:

Hypocala deflorata
Johan Heyns
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Gauteng
September is THE month for many of our special local butterflies; while very few have been
common, I think I’ve recorded most of them so far this season.
On 21 September I visited Hillshaven – Glenharvie, primarily to look for the endangered Highveld
Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops praeterita). In good years this butterfly may be found at several
localities in Westonaria. This season, I only found it at single spot near Glenharvie; the larval
hostplant Ocimum grandiflorum was fairly scarce, which probably explains the rather disappointing
number of butterflies. None the less, I counted about eight praeterita, so it was probably the most
abundant butterfly at the locality!
I recorded 19 species from Glenharvie (3.4 – Average). A further visit on 4 October with Claudia
and Dietmar Ley was rather disappointing, although the weather was rather cloudy and cool. No
Lepidochrysops were seen at all, apart from a solitary Patrician Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops
patricia). There were a few Star Sandman (Agyllia asterodia) and a couple of very small Skippers
which I believe may be Mite Sandman (Ernsta paula).

Lepidochrysops praeterita
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides henningi
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Tarucus sybaris sybaris
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Agyllia asterodia
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Brephos festiva
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson
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Stephen Ball and Olivier Houe put up some light traps at De Wildt, northwest of Pretoria.
Unfortunately, a cold wind came in just after midnight, but they found some nice species.

Agyllia asterodia
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Brephos festiva
Glenharvie, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Abacistis teliger
De Wildt, North West
Stephen Ball

Bunaea alcinoe
De Wildt, North West
Stephen Ball

Saenura flava
De Wildt, North West
Stephen Ball

Lourens Erasmus visited Enoch’s Walk in mid-October and found some nice butterflies, including
Brown-line Sapphire (Iolaus alienus alienus) and Spotted Velvet Skipper (Abantis tettensis).

Abantis tettensis
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Acraea anemosa
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Iolaus alienus alienus
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Lourens Erasmus has also visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens a few times in the last two
months; I’ve attached some photos below:

Precis archesia archesia
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Uranothauma nubifer nubifer
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus
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Mpumalanga
Andrew Mayer and I visited KwaMhlanga on 14 September.
The place was pumping – we recorded 67 species of butterflies (modified Abundance Index of 5.2:
Excellent). There were some really nice butterflies as well, such as Spring Hopper (Platylesches
dolomitica), Southern Wandering Sandman (Ernsta depauperata australis), Ragged Skipper
(Caprona pillaana), Dark Elfin (Sarangesa seineri seineri), Hutchinson's High-flier (Aphnaeus
hutchinsonii), Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) and Nkosi Acraea (Acraea barberi).

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Parosmodes morantii morantii
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Cigaritis phanes
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Caprona pillaana
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Stugeta bowkeri tearei
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Ernsta depauperata australis
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

We returned to KwaMhlanga a few days later, with Raimund Schutte; it wasn’t quite as good, but
there were still some great butterflies and 51 species (Abundance Index 4.5 - Good).

Acraea barberi
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Deudorix dinochares
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Cigaritis natalensis
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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Andrew Mayer forwarded some of his photos from the 14 September visit:

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Andrew Mayer

Charaxes jahlusa rex
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Andrew Mayer

Cigaritis natalensis
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Andrew Mayer

Ditto, Raimund Schutte from 19 September:

Aloeides taikosama
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Raimund Schutte

Stugeta bowkeri tearei
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Raimund Schutte

Charaxes saturnus saturnus
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Raimund Schutte

Finally for Mpumalanga, Vaughan Jessnitz and Dave Edge visited the Mac-Mac Falls area in
October, where they found Sabie Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops irvingi) and Violescent Cupid
(Orachrysops violescens).

Lepidochrysops irvingi
Mac-Mac Falls, Mpumalanga
Vaughan Jessnitz

Orachrysops violescens
Mac-Mac Falls, Mpumalanga
Vaughan Jessnitz
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North West
A visit to Utopia on 25 September provided rather disappointing. I recorded 35 species
(Abundance Index 3.9), which is OK, but butterflies were generally very scarce. Our window of
opportunity for many rare butterflies on the Highveld can be very narrow; it appears that 25
September this season was already too late for many species.
Highlights were solitary Hutchinson's High-flier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii) and Saffron Sapphire
(Iolaus pallene).

Platylesches ayresii
Utopia, North West
Jeremy Dobson

Papilio demodocus demodocus
Utopia, North West
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia ferax
Utopia, North West
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis chrysaor
Colchester, E Cape
Mari Delport

Vanessa cardui
Port Alfred, E Cape
Rosie Greeff

Acraea natalica
Giba Gorge, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Afrogegenes ocra
Giba Gorge, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Eastern Cape

Papilio demodocus demodocus
Colchester, E Cape
Mari Delport

KZN

Dingana dingana
Leopard’s Lair, KZN
Kevin Cockburn
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Acraea aglaonce
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Neptis laeta
Giba Gorge, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Lepidochrysops patricia
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Mark Liptrot

Cigaritis natalensis
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Aloeides rossouwi
Dindela, Limpopo
Vaughan Jessnitz

Iolaus nasisii
Buffelsberg, Limpopo
Sophie Baz

Limpopo

Dingana clara
Wolkberg, Limpopo
Jason Bruin

Dietmar Ley visited Lekgalameetse in mid-October and found almost nothing; hopefully he was
either too early (or too late) for the special grassland butterflies at The Downs!
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AFRICA DESK
Uganda

Acraea quadricolor latifasciata
Rwenzori, Uganda
Bentique

Euphaedra species
Rwenzori, Uganda
Bentique

Kallimoides rumia jadyae
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Charaxes eudoxus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Charaxes tiridates tiridatinus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Cymothoe caenis
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Cyrestis camillus camillus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Harma theobene superna
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Pentila tachyroides tachyroides
Kibale, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Angola
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LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
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•
•
•

Jeremy Dobson (Chairman)
Justin Bode (Secretary)
Peter Ward (Treasurer)
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•
•

Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis)
Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits)
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•
•
•
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•

Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State)
Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal)
Andrew Morton (Western Cape)
Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape)
Dave Edge (Southern Cape)
Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo)
Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape)
Michael Ochse (Germany)

The price of Metamorphosis Volume 31 (2020) – Part 1 is R250 for SA members, excluding
postage.
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FOCUS ON…
Stephen Henning – for the love of butterflies (Part 3)
The year 1971 started off very well as we met
Ivan Bampton for the first time. We first met him
late in January 1971. In his letter to Charlie
Dickson (dated 26 January 1971) my dad
recorded this first visit. He says, “We had
visitors from Kenya on Sunday a man called
Ivan Bampton and his son. The father is a friend
of John Williams the author of “The Field Guide
to the Butterflies of Africa” and specialises in
birds and is down here on a ‘look around’
holiday. He has been spending a lot of time at
the Pretoria Museum with Prof O.P.N.
Stephen catching Lepidochrysops praeterita at Potchefstroom
Prozeskey the author of” The Field Guide to the
on the 20th of September 1970.
Birds of Southern Africa”, published by Collins in
January 1971. He is also interested in butterflies, mainly Charaxes and his son seems interested
only in moths. The son is going to stay at Pietermaritzburg and go to University there for a BSc
degree.” Ivan and Ian were looking around South Africa at that time, going all over the place, so
my dad told them that they could visit us at the coast as we had plenty of beds in the house we
were renting. This they did, and stayed for several days, and helped us catch some butterflies.
Also, in the lead up to the trip my father mentioned in the same letter, “I have managed to contact
Ken Pennington and he has very kindly insisted that we stop over one night on the way down, so
we are now leaving a day early to achieve this. I thought that 5 people and 2 dogs would be more
than even KNP could handle, but they still extend their hospitality to us all, which is very kind. I
could never accommodate so many from the sleeping point of view, but they have a big place I
understand. Anyway, it will be nice to meet him and have a look at his collection.” Ken did make
us very welcome, and we all had great fun looking through his drawers of butterflies and
exchanging butterfly stories.
Both Ken Pennington and Charlie Dickson suggested that we try Umdoni Park. We got
permission from a Mr Henderson who appeared to be in charge to catch there for two weeks. He
was very friendly and helpful and got one of his African staff to show us the “bush road” which was
the best area on the estate for indigenous bush.
We set up our traps along the road and left them there for the whole two weeks. We did not do as
well with Charaxes druceanus cinadon as we hoped getting only 7 specimens with only 1 pair
perfect. We also caught a whole lot of C. candiope and 2 male and 1 female Charaxes ethalion
(which was a first). With other species we did very well. Belenois thysa and Hypolycaena buxtoni
were quite common and we got a perfect female G. policenes.
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Ivan and Ian Bampton turned up at Pennington
after we had been there a couple of days. They
stayed with us for several days and came
collecting with us at Umdoni Park. On their last
day with us they took Graham and I up to
Donnybrook (200 odd mile round trip). We took
one trap with us. There is a rainforest there and
we came back with 7 P. ophidecephalus phalusco
and C. xiphares penningtoni – including males
which we badly needed.
Dad at that time was corresponding with Arthur
Stephen collecting butterflies at Umdoni Park in February 1971. Allyn of the Allyn Museum of Entomology in the
USA who was very keen to enlarge his African
collection, so dad put him in touch with Ivan Bampton. The Allyn Museum then sponsored Ivan on
several butterfly collecting trips to Angola and East Africa. We also got Ivan interested in breeding
butterflies and he was a natural and soon
outstripped us in his ability to find larvae in the
wild.
In March 1971 I had a couple of short weekend
trips to the Limpopo Province with John
Tsalavoutas, and as he had an e-type Jaguar,
we did the trip in good time. On the 13th of
March 1971 we went to Entabeni Forest and the
Saltpan.
On the first day John and I first went to the area
over the road from the Mountain Inn to look for
Dira swanepoeli but did not see any although it
was the right time of the year. After a couple of
hours, we gave up and went to the Saltpan
where we collected the normal Colotis and
Charaxes but not very much was flying.
We spent the night at the Punch Bowl Inn a onestar motel that we used several times before for
our collecting trips. They were quite cheap, and
the food was good. In the morning after a good
English breakfast, we set off. First, we stopped
again at the Dira swanepoeli spot, but
everything was rather wet, and we were soon
soaked below our knees. I suggested they we
should try Entabeni instead.

Portrait of my good friend Ivan Bampton in typical pose which I
did in pencil.

John and I got the surprise of our life when we drove up the road into the forest at about 10:30 am
and saw traps hanging up in all our normal spots. We got even more of a surprise when I saw
Dad, Graham and Ivan wandering down the road, I thought they were all in Florida. They had all
come up for the day in Ivan’s car. They were all very amused that they had got to the forest
before us although we were staying in the Punch Bowl Motel only about 40 miles away. They had
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left at about 5 am in the morning to get here this early. As they pointed out butterflies in
rainforests start flying early in the mornings. We got some of the local specialities including P.
ophidicephalus entabeni and John caught a Dira swanepoeli in the forest! They were not flying at
the Mountain Inn. We also caught 2 males and 1 female form rosae of Charaxes ethalion – this
appears to be the only spot in the Transvaal that it appears to fly.
The outcome of this trip made us all appreciate for the first time that we could actually go
anywhere in the Transvaal on a day trip if we wanted to. The roads had improved so much over
the past 10 years that everywhere could be reached quickly. A new era was opening up.
The following weekend we went with Tsalavoutas to Mariepskop. We put up traps at the Denys
Reitz Memorial and caught a few Charaxes druceanus moerens but no Charaxes marieps on the
Saturday. However, on Sunday the 21st of March 1971 Graham netted a fine female Charaxes
marieps. Graham and I were very amused with Tsalavoutas because at lunch time he took out his
folding table and chair. Covered the table with a tablecloth, laid out his cutlery, filled up his wine
glass and ate ham and asparagus with his knife and fork. Graham and I squatted on the grass
and munched on our limp sandwiches and drank water out of our water bottles. He scared us
nearly witless on the way home. There was a cloud burst – a solid wall of water was pouring
down. All the cars stopped where they were in the road because of the rain. Tsalvoutas was
impatient to get home and pulled out on the wrong side of the road and put his foot down. We
sped down the wrong side of the road with zero visibility at over 100 miles an hour. Fortunately,
we did not hit anything otherwise I would not be writing this.
We went back to Marieps for the whole long weekend of 9th to 13 April 1971. The area where
Charaxes marieps flies it on the top of Mariepskop at the Denys Reitz Memorial overlooking thick
cloud forest. It was a long drive through the bush veld on a dirt road which started to climb up into
the Wolkberg. The road became steeper and steeper as we neared the top. My dad’s old Chevy
2 could not take the steep road, but fortunately Ivan Bampton had joined us in his new Peugeot
504. We had to park at the side of the road and Ivan took us up to the top several times a day.
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At the top we parked near the Denys Reitz
Memorial where the track petered out. The area
around the memorial had recently been logged
and was overgrown with secondary growth. At
the edge of the gorge, we could look down the
slope over the top of the canopy where we could
see the odd Charaxes marieps flying around.

March 1973 Stephen at Mariepskop

We put up traps at the top, in the middle and on
the lower slopes, but despite all our efforts only
got one more C. marieps, another female not in
such good condition as the one we took last
month. We saw the males, but they were scarce
and would not come to the banana bait,
although all the other Charaxes did. Ivan
suggests that if we go up there again, next time
we should try rotten meat or rotten fish or even
gorganzola cheese if we want the males. They
find that this sort of thing works up in Kenya
according to Ivan. Other things we caught were
C. druceanus moerens and C. xiphares
draconis. The females were nearly all broken
and out of 17 caught, only 3 were good
specimens.

We did well with other things – and added to our Sevenia collection catching S. boisduvali and
several S. morantii (which was good record as according to Swannie’s book does not come from
the Transvaal).
We also got some nice females of Dixea pigea
and some P. eurytis and the little blue E.
hippocrates among other things. We caught
some Charaxes castor on the lower slopes, but
they were all broken although one female laid
two eggs in a packet, which hatched, and we
eventually managed to breed one through to
adult. We fed them on Gymnosporia

March 1973 Bill Henning at Mariepskop looking down at the
male Charaxes marieps flying around the top of the canopy
below him.

We made a short trip to the Saltpan in the
Zoutpansberg in September 1971 with Jeff
Kaplan, visiting again from Cape Town. We went
with him in his brand-new Mercedes and stayed
at the Punchbowl Inn near Louis Trichardt.
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We had two really glorious days, the Sunday,
and the Monday when the sun shone like midsummer and Colotis were everywhere. The sun
seemed to give them new life, and they flew very
fast, a bit too fast for poor old Jeff and dad.
However, they caught a few by hanging around
the flowering trees. Graham and I were more
successful, especially Graham who caught
seven good males of Colotis celimene. Between
us we netted at least half a dozen Iolaus
pallene, Dad caught a Iolaus mimosae female
which he thought was a Hypolycaena caeculus
September 1971 - Saltpan with Bill, Jeff Kaplan and Graham
and gave it to Jeff. Anyway, Jeff did not have
one before. We gave Jeff an Iolaus pallene and
a Colotis celimene and I sent a couple of others to him when we got home. Charaxes were scarce,
or else we did not have the traps in the right places.
In early October 1971 Ivan Bampton took Graham and me over the long weekend to the Sheba
Mine area near Barberton. We left on the Sunday morning and following the description in
Swanepoel’s book climbed the steep road up to Sheba and Fairview Mines. The road was
appalling, and the surface crossed by deep cracks and huge potholes. At spots we almost had to
turn back due to slippages piling stones in heaps or in other cases the road itself had broken away
and fallen into the valley below. Graham and I were very impressed the way Ivan negotiated his
way around the holes and rocks, but he said he was used to roads like this in East Africa. At the
summit we were greeted with the vista of grassy ridges and hillocks described by Swanepoel in his
book.
Unfortunately, it was raining on that Sunday afternoon however this did not deter us. In between
the showers we went out to see what we could frighten up out of the wet grass. We all went in
different directions hoping to find the right locality.
I climbed the hill nearest the car and found it was the first of a series along the spur. The spur
was mainly grassy. I did not see much as it was still dull and cloudy. It must have been about 2
pm when a little sunlight appeared. At that moment I noticed a dark blue flitting about. When I
struck at it, it flew off and I realised I had probably missed my first Lepidochrysops jefferyi. I
started walking up and down the grassy slopes hoping to scare it up as it started clouding up
again. Suddenly a blue fluttered out of the grass, and I gave chase. The sun was obscured at the
moment and the butterfly came to rest on a flat stone. My net covered it in a flash and my hand
trembled as I squeezed its thorax through the gauze of my net as I recognised, I had caught my
first L. jefferyi. As I gently opened the wings as I popped into the packet, I could see that it was a
perfect female. I spent the next hour marching up and down the spur with no success. It was very
dull and cloudy and even drizzled a bit. I eventually got fed up and headed back along the spur to
the car. As I approached the car it brightened a bit and I saw a dark blue slowly playing about the
grass. I approached it slowly net at the ready. It settled on a grass stem and with a sweep of my
net I have my first male L. jefferyi. I did not see any more that day.
Graham had more luck and caught three males and one female Dixea doxo charina and said that
there were more there but at the time did not realise their significance in the area as there
appeared to be only one old record from 1902 of them coming from this area. Graham also
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caught a couple of male L. swanepoeli and when he joined me on my hill caught another male L.
jefferyi. I wanted to catch a L. swanepoeli so Graham walked with me across to the place where
he caught the L. swanepoeli. There was not much about but just as we were giving up, we saw
one and Graham allowed me to catch it. We eventually decided to call it a day and went back to
our motel,
It was still drizzling on the Monday, but we went up again to try our luck. As the day wore on it
cleared up a bit and the sun came out, so we were more successful with the Lepidochrysops.
The total we ended up with over the two days were 7 males and one perfect female of L. jefferyi
(caught by me) and six males and one perfect female L. swanepoeli (caught by Graham). We had
a couple of male L. jefferyi given to us by Swannie but he could never spare us a L. swanepoeli,
so these captures were a first for our collection.
Graham also caught a female Thestor basutus and there were plenty of Aloeides dryas and
Aloeides swanepoeli on the wing. We also caught a couple of Dingana angusta, this large brown
also being a first us.
On the way home we thought we would try the Nelshoogte locality for the other rare
Lepidochrysops from the area, L. irvingi. Swanepoel in his book said it was found some 22 miles
from Barberton on the road to Carolina at the top of Nelshoogte. He said you would hardly reach
the top when the road takes you down on to the meadows. Looking north he said you should see
some kloofs and the one nearest the road was where Swannie found L. irvingi swarming. We
could not match the description of this spot, but this was probably due to the fact we were
travelling on a new road, and it would require some extensive searching to find the right spot. His
road was probably the untarred one leading away from Barberton. However, we stopped at the
top and the three us set off in different directions to see what we could catch. We did not find any
L. irvingi but we got some nice Dingana angusta instead which we needed for the collection. We
noticed that they appeared quite different from the butterflies that we caught in the Barberton area.
The subapical bar of spots on the forewings in the case of the Barberton specimens is dark
orange, whilst the Nelshoogte ones are yellowish white. Many years later Graham and I revised
the whole genus, and these specimens started our studies of these browns. As for the L.irvingi we
went back to Nelshoogte a couple of years later and caught our whole series but this occasion in
1971 we had no luck.
I think we did very well as we had no special directions to find the localities only the vague
descriptions in Swanepoel’s book. Overall, it was a very successful trip considering the bad
weather we encountered.
Early in 1972 we took a trip to Rashoop in the Magaliesberg and caught a number of what was
called then Ch. viola phaeus female form vansoni. We noticed that the males associated with the
females were slightly different from the males we caught at the Saltpan in the Zoutpansberg.
Putting this together with the distribution of female form vansoni and female form phaeus we
began to think we might be dealing with two different species. Form vansoni is found around the
Magliesberg and Pretoria and extends as far north as the Saltpan in the Zoutpansberg where it
occurs sympatrically with phaeus. Form phaeus extends north and eastwards from the Saltpan
being recorded in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi and eastwards to Swaziland and Mozambique
where form vansoni had not been recorded. From van Someren’s books we found that the males
of the black Charaxes often can only be separated from each other by their genitalia and in
particular the sharp of their aedeagus. I dissected genitalia of the males from Rashoop and
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compared them to males we caught at the Saltpan and found they were quite distinct from each
other. We were actually dealing with two species.
The following weekend we returned to Rashoop with Ivan Bampton to see if we could collect more
specimens. Here Ivan found Charaxes larvae feeding on Peltophorum africanum which turned out
to be form vansoni. Later we established that phaeus larvae fed only on Acacia nigrescens at the
Saltpan in the Zoutpansberg.. Ivan also found the same phaeus larvae feeding on A. nigrescens in
Malawi occurring sympatrically with the larvae of the red underside form’s larvae feeding on
Acacia amythethophylla. The larvae not only looked completely different but would not feed on the
others foodplant.
From this led a complete revision of this group of butterflies as we know them today. Through
genitalia studies and breeding we determined that phaeus was also not a viola and it became a full
species Charaxes phaeus. Also, female form vansoni became Charaxes vansoni and I later
described the red underside form of phaeus from Malawi and Zambia as Charaxes fionae after
Ivan Bampton’s daughter.
This description of C. fionae was my first published scientific paper. I had had cartoons published
in my University Student Newspaper but that was just fun. Since that time, I have had published
around 150 scientific and popular articles and have described about a 110 new species and
subspecies of African butterflies. I have also had published four books on butterflies including the
“South African Red Data Book – Butterflies” and “The Charaxinae Butterflies of Africa”. Recently I
have finally finished writing “Living Butterflies of South Africa” - the first volume of which was
published back in 1997.
During the early 1970’s we did a number of collecting trips to the Eastern Cape. We usually based
ourselves around East London and went on several collecting trips with Clive Quickelberge and
Cameron McMaster.
While in East London in February 1973, we met up with Clive Quickelberge a keen collector and
curator of birds at the East London Natural History Museum. Clive showed us where and how we
could find pupae of Myrina dermaptera and M. ficedula at the base of the large fig trees along the
street outside the museum.
Clive also told us about a good spot near East London which he called Cove Rock and said that
he had taken 2 specimens of Cigaritis natalensis form obscura there. He also said you could catch
the odd Iolaus flying at the top of dunes at midday. We went there and collected for a couple
hours. Suddenly at about 2 o’clock we saw and caught our first Iolaus aemulus male. This one
was quickly followed by a few more. When we told Clive, he could not believe it. He had collected
there for years and had never seen one. All the specimens he had were from ones hatched from
pupae found on the base of trees in a park in East London. The reason that he had not found it
was that he always went collecting there in the morning and left the dunes at about 1:30 to go
home for lunch. The I. aemulus males did not arrive until 2 pm.
Dad writes on the 22nd of February 1973: “We went with Clive to visit Cameron McMaster at
Stutterheim on Sunday 11th February. When we were at Stutterheim it rained all day, although
Cameron took us to the butterfly spots there. We caught our first Cape Chrysoritis in the rain 3
males and 1 female Chrysoritis braueri, and also a Dira oxylus and two nominate Paralethe
dendrophilus, all in the rain.
In 1975 Graham fitted out a camper van and spent several months on honeymoon with his wife
Eileen touring and collecting around the Western and Eastern Cape. When he came back Graham
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spent a few months at the Transvaal Museum laying out the plates for the first edition of
“Pennington’s Butterflies of Southern Africa.” This was a long job as he could not set up more than
about 10 plates at a time because of space and then wait for them to be photographed. Several
years later he helped revise the book before it was republished in 1994. Graham and I were also
part of the Pennington Trust organising the publication of the second revised edition of the book.
We used to meet up with Rex Pennington (Ken Pennington’s son) and the other Trust members
regularly in Johannesburg at the Anglo-American Headquarters building at the end of Main Street.
In the mid to late 1970’s I went on several trips to Namaqualand with various people. One of the
most enjoyable was the trip with Ivan Bampton and Andrew Currie in November-December 1977
which led to me describing two new species of Chrysoritis in 1979. Another good trip was one I did
with Nolan Owen-Johnson in October 1980.
In 1977 I started my MSc fulltime at University of the Witwatersrand. My hypothesis was that
butterfly larvae mimic the pheromones of their host ants, so allowing them access to their nests.
The title of my MSc was “Chemical communication between butterfly larvae (Lepidoptera;
Lycaenidae) and ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)”. I had great fun rearing Aloedes dentatis and
Lepidochrysops ignota in their respective host ants’ nests. I did gas chromatography to identify the
ant pheromones and compared them with the pheromones I isolated from the butterfly larvae.
So, by the end of 1978, I had established that lycaenid larvae mimicked several different
pheromones of their host ants and done behavioural studies to confirm it. My intention was then
to upgrade my MSc to a PhD by working out the actual chemical composition of the pheromones.
All this ended abruptly when all my ant colonies and lycaenid larvae were wiped out over one
weekend by an invasion of Argentine Ants. It was utter devastation – bodies of ants everywhere
and my lycaenid larvae gone. I was not the only casualty – another PhD student had his bee
colony in its glass sided hive virtually destroyed and all meal worms and other insects in the
Insectary were gone.
I was totally stuck – it was January 1979, and I would not be able to get more lycaenid larvae as
they had to be bred from eggs laid by females caught in the wild and these particular species
would not be on the wing again until September. If I upgraded my MSc up to a PhD as I intended, I
would not be able to start any of the chemical analysis for at least a year, as it would take that long
to get more larvae to the right size. It was at that point that I decided that I must just write up my
results as an MSc and go and get a job. I worked as a research scientist for a time but for most of
my working life I was a teacher and lecturer.
In the late 1970s an early 1980’s we often
had a number of collectors meeting up at my
father’s house in Florida. This often
happened when Ivan Bampton came back
from a trip up north. He used to stay with us
while he was in Gauteng and people turned
up to talk to him. A typical meeting was like
the one on the 27th of June 1981 where we
had 10 collectors meeting up on that day. It
was meetings like this that made us realise
how important it was for us to meet regularly
and why we were all keen to get our own
Lepidopterist Society set up and bring all the
collectors in the country together. I must take

1981-06-27 Meeting of butterfly collectors - Ian and Ivan Bampton,
Nolan Owen-Johnston, Douglas Kroon
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off my hat to Mark Williams who did finally
organise us into the Lepidopterists’ Society of
Africa that we have today.
I eventually did my PhD part time through the
Potchefstroom University for CHE. My thesis was
entitled “Revision of the Charaxes etheocles
(Cramer) species group (Nymphalidae:
Charaxinae) in the Afrotropical Region.”
In the 1980’s we became more involved with
conservation and were founder members of the
1981-06-27 Meeting of butterfly collectors - Izak Coetzer, Bill new Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa that Mark
Henning, Bill Teare, and Stephen Henning
Williams set up. I was the first Secretary from
1983 to 1989 and then President from 1989 until
1997 when I resigned as I moved to England with my family. Graham was the first Treasurer of the
Lepidopterists’ Society from 1983 until 1989, then Secretary from 1989 until 1997 and President
from 1997-1998. My father Bill Henning was the editor of Metamorphosis from 1989 until 1996.
The early Council Meetings of Lepidopterists’ Society were always held at my house from 1983 to
1997 until I left for England as it was the most central location. This was because we had Mark
Williams coming from Pretoria and Douglas Kroon coming from Sasolburg, so where I was in
Florida was about in the middle.

1983 With my photographer friend William Morrison photographing
Charaxes for the plates of my book “The Charaxinae Butterflies of
Africa”, published in 1989.
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I have been particularly interested in promoting
the conservation of butterflies over the years
and was involved in the establishment of two
reserves for endangered species of butterflies in
South Africa – Aloeides dentatis and
Orachrysops niobe (I painted a numbered set of
prints sponsored by the WWF of “Endangered
Butterflies of Knysna” to raise funds for the latter
project). In England I have been part of the
Imber Conservation Project and monitored the
colonies of endangered butterflies on the
Salisbury Plain.
I remember these early days of my butterfly
collecting with fondness. Life was so simple
then but then I suppose I was young and had no
responsibilities.
I left South Africa in 1997 and moved to England
with my wife Mercedes and four daughters. I am
now retired, and all my daughters are grown up
and married and I have seven grandchildren. I
hope someday they will have as much fun
studying butterflies and wildlife as I have done
over the past 60 odd years.

1983 Stephen Henning zoologist, lecturer and artist

[This concludes a three-part series – many thanks to Stephen for a wonderful account of the
Golden Days of butterfly collecting in South Africa]
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your
identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com.
There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to
July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is
final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society.

Entries for September

Charaxes crossleyi ansorgei
Arusha, Tanzania
Amos Hardecker

Cephonodes hylas
Bloemfontein, Free State
Jan Jordaan

Cigaritis natalensis
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Charaxes numenes aequatorialis
Rubondo, Tanzania
Nang’ida Sangyuwan

Charaxes saturnus saturnus
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Raimund Schutte

Palla publius centralis
Angola
Rogerio Fereira

SEPTEMBER
September’s winner is Reinier Terblanche.
Reinier took this photo of the Festive Red Tiger
(Brephos festiva) near Hillshaven, southern
Gauteng in September.
Brephos festiva is a day-flying species and is a
member of the Noctuiidae family (Agaristinae
subfamily). It is found in South Africa and
Zimbabwe.
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Entries for October

Phasis thero thero
Tygerberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Ovios capensis
Bela Bela, Limpopo
Penni Warnke

Junonia touhilimasa
Zambia
Iain Richie

Cymothoe lurida
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Lepidochrysops swanepoeli
Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Reinier Terblanche

Cigaritis natalensis
Mandawe Cross, KZN
Steve Woodhall

OCTOBER
October’s winner is Lourens Erasmus, who is a
regular contributor to this newsletter.
Lourens took this great wings open shot of a
Brown-line Sapphire (Iolaus alienus alienus) at
Enoch’s Walk, southwest of Pretoria.
The Brown-line Sapphire is a fairly rare and
localized butterfly. Four subspecies are found in
Africa; Iolaus alienus alienus is found in the
southern and eastern parts of the continent.
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TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES…
One fine day in the Mulanje Crater
Hermann Staude & Julian Bayliss
The morning broke serenely, as mornings usually do in winter in this part of the world. The slight
mist burning away in front of our eyes unveiled one of the most spectacular views in Africa, the
Mulanje Crater, part of the larger Mulanje massif covering 650 km² and the second highest
mountain range in southern Africa after the Drakensberg. "What would you like to do today" Julian
asked Hermann. "I would love to get into that forest over there surrounded by sheer cliffs, is there
a way into that? perhaps we are lucky and we will find the elusive Pitthea neavei" was Hermann's
reply.
It was one of Julian's last days in Malaŵi as his contract was ending after almost 6 years as
consultant ecologist to the Mulanje Mountain Conservation Trust (www.mountmulanje.org.mw).
Hermann flew up from South Africa to see him off and to check on the Mulanje Tiger Moth
(Callioratis grandis) colony at Likhubula, which we visited the day before finding good numbers of
larvae on the cycads. The previous day we had also visited the Tea Segregation Plots. This is a
very interesting place. Years back strips were cut into an area of the last remaining lowland forest
and these were planted with various tea cultivars for experimental purposes. These experiments
are long finished and the forest was allowed to take over again. Now you have a very diverse
forest intermixed with tea trees gone wild. All of the surrounding forests and bush outside of the
Tea Segregation Plots have since been cleared for agriculture. Today this forest is an island of
'natural forest' in a sea of transformed agricultural land. Many lowland forest butterflies, not
normally seen in the area were seen flying all over these plots. Particularly common were Aterica
galene, Euphaedra neophron, Euryphura achlys, Scopula monteironis and various Neptis species.
We were having a cup of Mulanje's finest tea on Julian's veranda. Julian explained that this was
called the Mulanje 'Crater', so called because being surrounded by sheer granite giving it the
impression of being a crater. It was however formed by erosion, not by volcanic eruption nor by
something big dropping in from outer space. You can check out the spectacular formation on
Google Earth by typing S16°00'44,8'' / E35°32'55,6'' into the search browser. The way in was by
boulder hopping up the river flowing out of it into the Lauderdale tea estate. This was early June
and the river was relatively low making this exercise a little easier. Rick Illingworth (Assistant
Managing Director of Eastern Produce) kindly gave us permission to drive through his tea
plantations to near the crater entrance.
Butterflies were everywhere, the Cyrestis camillus were particularly attractive floating over neatly
trimmed tea. One could stay for hours just watching all the butterflies flying along the forest edge
over the tea but we were anxious to get going as the crater beckoned.
A little way into the crater we came across a number of Acraea egina males and females. While
handling a male Hermann noticed that it was exuding a yellow fluid from the hindwing termen.
Closer inspection revealed black pocketlike swellings on the veins from which the fluid emanated.
Many Acraeas exude a defensive fluid when handled but neither of us had ever seen such fluid
pockets situated at the hindwing termen, nor did we recall ever having read about this in the
literature either. We wondered if this had ever been recorded before? Why would these pockets
evolve on the wing termen? Why not on the body where the butterfly is most vulnerable as is the
case with most Acraeas? Perhaps this fluid exudate was not a defensive mechanism? Perhaps a
pheromone?
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Further into the crater we came upon a large open area made up of solid granite. At the head
there was a small waterfall with the water cascading into a pool. The river then split into a
multitude of small rivulets each finding its way across the huge rocky surface. This was a perfect
place from which to watch all the Lepidoptera flying along the forest edge and into this natural
clearing. Many Charaxes and other butterflies were congregating here, using the overhanging
branches as territory to defend. As much as we searched everywhere for Pitthea neavei, as
elusive it remained and we never saw this lovely diurnal geometrid. We fished a dead geometrid,
floating down one of the rivulets, from the water. It turned out to be what probably is an
undescribed species resembling a species Martin Krüger had recently described from Zimbabwe
called Odontopera stevensoni.
Julian noticed some, perhaps a dozen or so, Hypolimnas roosting under a rock overhang. Closer
inspection revealed that this 'roost' consisted of two species, Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi and
Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor. We found two more such roosts each containing both species.
This was around midday, strange we thought, again wondering if this had previously been
recorded for these species, whether it was known that both species roost together and what the
purpose of this strange behaviour could be?
Further on in a grassy area we came across a number of liptenine mating communes. One
sometimes finds these strange groups of mating Pentila pauli nyassana. Hermann remembers
seeing a group of over twenty mating pairs all perched on a single stem of a sparse growing bush
near Kitwe, Zambia. Julian found some of the much scarcer Teriomima puella flying around as
well Upon investigation he found a mating commune consisting of both the Pentila pauli nyassana
and Teriomima puella. We pondered on this phenomenon. Again this is something that needs to
be investigated. Why do these butterflies form these mating communes? Is this pheromone related
and if so why then is more than one species involved? Is it easier for these butterflies to find mates
when they congregate like that but is it worth it given the obvious risk of such conspicuous
displays? Perhaps their aposematism is enough to protect them from predators?
On the look-out for more of these mating communes, Hermann came across a number of Dancing
Amber (Telchinia serena), all perched on what looked like a grass stem from afar. Closer
inspection revealed that these were all dead butterflies, some already dried up. They had all got
stuck on sticky seeds. We wondered how that happened? Perhaps one got stuck on the seeds
and the commotion lured the others, each one in turn getting stuck on the seeds - quite bizarre!
We did not ponder on what was happening here. It was quite clear that the seeds were probably
sticky so that passing mammals could transport them to another location and the butterflies were
simply victims. We did however wonder how often this happens? Does it happen to other species?
Has anyone seen this before?
While boulder hopping on the river Julian almost stepped on a mating pair of arctiids (Karschiola
holoclera). This was fascinating to watch. The male was very much aware of our presence. In an
attempt to shield the female from danger he was constantly turning himself towards the camera,
vigorously beating his forewings all the time. It was really difficult to get a shot in with the wing
surfaces of both moths in view. In the end Hermann managed one shot. This pretty moth is
possibly exclusively diurnal as all the specimens that Hermann has ever come across were
collected by day and he has never found one at light traps. The late Neville Duke observed that
the males fly very fast during the day and are exceedingly difficult to capture. Typical of diurnal
moths the male has well developed sex disseminating organs on the hindwing. We are unaware of
anyone ever having observed the mating behaviour of this species. It would certainly be
fascinating to do a study on the biology of this species.
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There were quite a lot of Oxyanthus trees growing under the forest canopy. Scopula of the
Cartaletis Group use these trees as their host-plants. These moths have become diurnal and are
much larger and look very different from their nocturnal relatives in the genus Scopula. So much
so that for many years these were not recognized as being part of Scopula. In fact they were
placed in a different subfamily. Pasi Sihvonen first realized that they were part of the genus when
he revised the subfamily a couple of years ago. Modern molecular studies have since verified the
position. The larvae of these moths are aposematic and very conspicuous on their host-plants.
Hermann found some of these larvae on the Oxyanthus. These looked very different from the
Scopula monteironis larvae he had bred from the Manguzi Forest, South Africa.
On Mount Mulanje two species of these diurnal Scopula are known, S. monteironis and S.
nigricosta. Hermann was very excited, these could be the larvae of the rare S. nigricosta or
perhaps this was another species. It was unlikely to be S. nigricosta though as it has only been
found much higher up in the forests of the plateau and not down here on the lower slopes of the
mountain. These larvae were later reared to adulthood and the adults turned out to be typical S.
monteironis. Perhaps the Mulanje specimens represent a species distinct from typical coastal S.
monteironis? Or perhaps the unique larvae are just a local form? Pasi and Hermann are in the
process of revising the African Scopulini - a ten-year project. Perhaps they will find some answers
to the above question together with many others regarding the Cartaletis complex.
As the shadows became longer, we reluctantly made our way out of the Mulanje Crater. Later that
evening, with beer in hand at the Mulanje Country Club, we reflected on all we had witnessed that
day. The few observations that we had made only that day and the questions that we had to ask
would take years of dedicated ecological study to elucidate. We marvelled at how much there still
is out there to discover, you only have to open your eyes and look! It is incredible to think that so
few people realize that this wonderful world of discovery lies at our feet, beckoning us to enter.
Perhaps Johnny Nash was referring to us when he sang:
"There are more questions than answers - pictures in my mind that do not show...”
June 2005 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 16, No. 2
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FOOTNOTE
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as
submitted by the author.
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com.
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions.
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here:
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