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LATEST NEWS
Welcome to January’s newsletter!
2021 has been and gone, and I don’t think too many people will be dismayed to see the back of it.
In South Africa, several recent butterfly trips have been hampered by rain and cloudy and cool
weather, over large parts of the country; hopefully, this will result in good butterfly emergences in
the next few months.
Best wishes for 2022 to everyone and I hope you have a Lepidoptera-packed year!

Corrections
Michel Beaurain noticed that there were a few misdirected hyperlinks to previous editions of the
newsletter (ABN 2016-6, page 92). Hopefully these have all been corrected – refer to FOOTNOTE
at the end of this edition.
Alexandre Cipolla pointed out another error in “A new species of Ghost Moth” (ABN 2016-6, page
6). The new species is not Eudalaca viette but Eudalaca cipollai. “Viette” is the name of the genus
describer.

Suggestions
Julia Knowler requested that I include English names to the captions to butterfly photographs in
this newsletter. I generally include English common names in the associated text, but I’ll try to add
these to the photos as well. As many African butterflies still do not have common names, and
many names are being reviewed, I suggest you focus more on the scientific names!
A couple of people noted that they had nearly deleted ABN 2021-6, without opening it, as they
thought it might be unsolicited spam. In future, I’ll try and make it clearer that the email comes
from LepSoc Africa!
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Butterfly field trip to Verloren Valei Nature Reserve
At the request of Friends of Verloren Valei (a Society of which LepSoc Africa is a corporate
member), Justin Bode and I had scheduled a butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on Saturday
18 December 2021. Unfortunately, due to several Covid-related cancellations and a cold, wet and
cloudy weather forecast, the event was postponed; a new date will be confirmed shortly.
The day after our cancelled visit the weather brightened somewhat, and Geoff Lockwood took the
following photographs:

Marsh Mountain Blue
Harpendyreus noquasa
Verloren Valei, Mpumalanga
Geoff Lockwood

Mountain Sylph
Metisella aegipan aegipan
Verloren Valei, Mpumalanga
Geoff Lockwood

Marsh Brown
Pseudonympha paludis
Verloren Valei, Mpumalanga
Geoff Lockwood

On a related matter, Friends of Nooitgedacht Dam have organized a field trip to Nooitgedacht Dam
Nature Reserve on 15 January 2022, hosted by Frans Krige. A notification is included below:
Nooitgedacht Dam

DNA barcoding and authorship in taxonomy (Jurate de Prins)
Jurate de Prins forwarded an interview published in Phegea, between herself and Prof. Thierry
Backeljau. Thierry is the Director of the OD Taxonomy and Phylogeny of the RBINS, Head of the
Joint Experimental Molecular Unit and is responsible for taxonomy within the European Union – he
is an authority on DNA barcoding.
A conclusion is that DNA barcoding is a powerful tool but is not a magic wand that solves all
taxonomic problems. The presence of “barcode gaps” may be a more important criterion in
resolving species boundaries than the magnitude of individual barcode differences.
DNA barcoding and authorship in taxonomy

Re-evaluation of the Sharkey paper (Jurate de Prins)
Jurate also forwarded a paper, published in Cladistics, by a team of authors including Rudolf
Meier.
The researchers reviewed Sharkey et al’s (2021) minimalistic revision of Costa Rican braconid
parasitoid wasps and concluded that BINs (Barcode Index Numbers) do not adequately define
species; they urge authors, reviewers, and editors to maintain high standards in taxonomy by only
publishing new species that are rigorously delimited with open-access tools and supported by
publicly available evidence.
BINs do not deserve names
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Do insects feel pain?
Dietmar Ley forwarded this article, which examines the possibility that insects (and other members
of the Arthropod phylum) may have more sensory perception than is often realized.
Do insects experience pain?

Bogong Moth Catastrophe
Alan Gardiner posted the following article on the Zim Lepidopterists WhatsApp group. The piece,
published in the Guardian, records the recent dramatic crash of the Australian Bogong Moth
(Agrotis infusa).
Bogong Moth Catastrophe

Braconid wasp (Max Clark)
Max Clark forwarded the following on the Highveld Butterfly Club WhatsApp Group:
This is a fascinating story. A Braconid wasp has been found in the Ryukyu Islands that parasitises
caterpillars. Nothing new with that. But what is new is that, instead of each larva making a
separate cocoon to pupate outside the caterpillar body, the wasp larvae clump together and form a
spherical star-shaped mass of cocoon suspended by a silk thread. Here is a link to a blog about
the wasp, including a video of how the cocoon is formed.
Braconid wasp

LepSoc Africa subscriptions
You should have received a reminder from Hanna Edge regarding subscriptions for 2022. Small
increases to your subscriptions were approved by LSA Council last year; a schedule of rates and
details of how to pay your subscriptions are included under LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL towards
the end of this newsletter.

Belenois aurota (Les Underhill)
There are early indications that there may be a significant “migration” of Pioneer Caper White /
Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota) migration in the next few weeks - as most of you will be
aware, this is a dispersal event, rather than a true migration.
Les Underhill of LepiMAP wants to try and record this phenomenon as far as possible and has
discussed a protocol and data-collection form with Reinier Terblanche and Steve Woodhall (refer
to links below).
Please try and support this initiative, should you observe Belenois aurota on the move; comments
and suggestions for improvements to the protocol and data collection method are welcomed.
Professor Les Underhill les.underhill.adu@gmail.com
Protocol
Data sheet
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Durbania amakosa flavida (Adrian Armstrong)
Adrian Armstrong, of Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, has photographed some Amakosa Rocksitter
(Durbania amakosa) from a site near Nkandla, KwaZulu-Natal.
This population was considered to represent Yellowish Amakosa Rocksitter (Durbania amakosa
flavida) during the SALCA evaluation, but Adrian considers that the butterflies are probably the
more common and widespread Natal Amakosa Rocksitter (Durbania amakosa natalensis).
If Adrian is correct, the conservation status of Durbania amakosa flavida could be significantly
more precarious than previously thought: Simon Joubert, Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall have
volunteered to help Adrian resolve this matter.
A link to Adrian’s photos is attached below:
Durbania amakosa from Nkandla

Global butterfly census
Friend of the Earth, a program from the Italian-based World
Sustainability Organization, works to conserve ecosystems and
protect endangered species by promoting sustainable agriculture
and farming practices.
Friend of the Earth began working to protect butterflies a few
years ago and have asked citizen scientists to submit
photographs for a global butterfly census!
Click on the link below to see further details:
Global butterfly census

Israel Conference
Dubi Benyamini, President of LepSoc Israel, will shortly circulate a notification regarding the 4th
international Congress, dedicated to the contribution of the British Union to the Lepidopterology of
the Holy Land from the 19th century to World War 1, before the establishment of Israel.
The conference will take place at the Steinhardt Museum, Tel Aviv on 11 May 2022 – members of
LepSoc Africa are welcome.

Centroctena imitans
Gavin Dickson photographed a larva of Centroctena imitans at
Hluhuwe River Lodge, KwaZulu-Natal. This species is a moth of
the family Sphingidae and is known from wooded areas of
eastern Africa, from Mozambique to eastern Kenya (Wikipedia).
This appears to be the first South African record.
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Environmental issues
There isn’t much good news on the African environmental front, although the proposed seismic
survey off the Eastern Cape coast by Shell has been at least delayed; here are a few other
examples:
Mazowe River
Catherine Conradie posted a few photos on the Zim Lepidopterists WhatsApp site, showcasing the
massive environmental damage being done to the Mazowe River catchment area by unregulated
mining.

Mandawe Cross
Steve Woodhall visited Mandawe Cross near Eshowe recently. The area is being fenced in by the
local community and there are signs of habitat destruction and overgrazing.
Steve lodged a violation report with the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment,
which can be viewed via the link below:
Mandawe Cross

Kedestes lenis lenis
Cliff Dorse, a representative of the City of Cape Town, and his assistant Suretha, found a colony
of Unique Ranger (Kedestes lenis lenis) near Kommetjie recently. This taxon is listed as CR
B1ab(i,ii,iii,iv,v).
Chris and Suretha briefly inspected a patch of Imperata grass and found about ten K. l. lenis. This
is very good news and may change the conservation status of this butterfly. Once again, it
demonstrates the importance of visiting new localities.

Cycad Moth
Andries de Vries caused a stir on the Limpopo LepSoc Africa
WhatsApp group, when he posted a few pictures of an insect that he’d
found near Schoemanskloof, Mpumalanga.
Hermann Staude initially thought it could be a new species of
Callioratis but concluded that it is probably an aberrant Amphicallia
bellatrix.
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The oldest butterfly fossil
Etienne Terblanche forwarded this fascinating article, that appeared in The Conversation.
Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) are among the most well-studied insects, familiar to almost
everyone around the world. But their evolution has been something of a mystery, due to a
shortage of Lepidoptera fossils.
Recently, researchers in the Netherlands have discovered Lepidoptera fossils that are older than
any previously found, proving that these familiar insects have been around for at least 200 million
years. The particular type of fossils found mean we have to rethink Lepidoptera evolution. They
imply that the long tube butterflies and moths use to suck nectar from flowers actually developed
before flowering plants did, so it must have originally evolved for a different purpose.
This forces a serious rethink for evolutionary biologists. Until now we’ve thought that the highly
modified sucking mouthparts of modern butterflies and moths evolved as flowering plants
diversified in the Early Cretaceous, around 100 million years after the newly discovered fossils
were created.
The researchers who discovered the fossils suggest that Lepidoptera may have first evolved their
long proboscis tubes to suck up any available liquids at a time when their environment had
become a lot drier. We know this kind of climate change did happen on the supercontinent of
Pangaea in Triassic times, but it’s probably too early to tell if this theory is correct. If the fossil
record can be pushed back 70 million years in one stroke, it may get pushed back even further,
and we’d need another way to explain the change.
Oldest lepidoptera fossils

Grassveld Russet Video (Etienne Terblanche)
Etienne Terblanche forwarded a video showing some behaviour of Grassveld Russet (Aloeides
swanepoeli). Among other things, it appears to show an adult butterfly dying of natural causes!
Aloeides swanepoeli

African Wildlife
The latest African Wildlife magazine, Issue 80 (2021) has been published. It continues the
Gardening for Biodiversity feature by Charles and Julia Botha; among other things, the article
discusses the Bush Tick-berry (Osteospermum moniliferum) and its association with butterflies.
Gardening for Biodiversity

A Conversation with E.O. Wilson
Mark Williams forwarded the following piece, a discussion between Alice Dreger and Ed Wilson,
who was a giant in the biological field in the second half of the 20th century. Wilson passed away
on 26 December 2021; this article was published in QUILLETTE.
E O Wilson
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Metamorphosis News (Dave Edge)
Volume 32 of Metamorphosis published a lesser amount of articles than Volume 31 (16 v. 26),
which is not surprising given the easing of the COVID situation, but this was a relief to our hard
worked Editorial team. All these articles are accessible on www.metamorphosis.org.za or via the
website of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa, www.lepsocafrica.org
Obituary
This year we have paid tribute to Dr. Douglas Kroon, who did so much to encourage LepSoc
Africa members to study the entire order of Lepidoptera, and not just concentrate on the
superfamily Papilionoidea (butterflies).
Editorial staff
Our Sub Editor Dr. Silvia Kirkman regrettably had to resign her post early in 2021, principally
because of increased family commitments as a result of the COVID pandemic. Fortunately we
have been able to find a very capable replacement, Dr. James Lawrence. My latest term as Editor
of Metamorphosis was to have come to an end during 2021, but I will continue.
Printed version
Mailing to overseas members was difficult and very time consuming. We sent bulk courier
packages to distributors in the UK (Chris Dobson), Germany (for Europe – thanks to Michael
Ochse), Washington (North America – Richard Greene) and Canberra (Australia – Rolf
Oberprieler)
African Journals Online (AJOL)
Acceptance to join AJOL means we are able to obtain DOI numbers, and Metamorphosis articles
are also posted on their (more visible) website. I was able to participate in an INASP online course
and gained considerable ideas and knowledge to improve our journal further. Revised procedures
are consequently being drafted for authors and peer reviewers, along with a new overall editorial
policy document, being drafted for comment by the LepSoc Africa Council and the Editorial Board.
Editorial Board (EB)
After investigating the norms in the scientific publishing industry it seems we should consider
some changes to our EB, principally the following:
1. Term of office to be limited to three years, so that we can regularly bring in new ideas
2. Replacements will be needed for current EB members and some new ones have been
approached and have accepted.
3. EB members will not be able to publish in Metamorphosis during their term in office, to
prevent any conflict of interest.
4. EB members will be expected to do at least one peer review per year.
Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET)
DHET have made a decision on our 2021 application, and unfortunately have again found us
unable to meet their standards. We will be following up to obtain more details.
Indexing
We have been invited by Clarivate to apply for indexing with the Web of Science and/or Zoological
Record. Initially we will apply to join their ESCI (Emerging Sources Citation Index). which will give
us more international exposure and possibility of obtaining an Impact Factor.
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Gratitude
In our efforts to keep improving the quality of our articles and other publications, we extend
grateful acknowledgement to our team of peer reviewers, who give of their precious time and
expertise to improve and perfect manuscripts. Metamorphosis would not exist but for the efforts of
our authors, who have again supplied a steady volume of high quality manuscripts covering every
aspect of the study of lepidopterology, for which we are deeply appreciative.
Finally, I would like to wish all those who have an interest in Metamorphosis a prosperous,
productive and joyous 2022, and encourage you to send in your contributions for publication to
either myself at orachrysops@gmail.com, or James at phorbanta@gmail.com. Our team of editors
and reviewers are keen to help you share your work on Afrotropical Lepidoptera with the wider
community of lepidopterists.

Metamorphosis Book Reviews
ICONOTYPES
(Richard I. Vane-Wright and Oxford University Museum of Natural History)
Review by Dave Edge
Torben Larsen’s Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural History
(Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson & Mark Williams)
Review by James Lawrence
Mylothris. A revision of the Afrotropical pierid genus with descriptions of new species
(Hayden Warren-Gash)
Review by Mark Williams
The Lepidoptera fauna of a crater valley in the Great Escarpment of South Africa: The Asante
Sana Project
(Wolfram Mey and the late Martin Krüger)
Review by Dave Edge
An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean Islands
(James Lawrence and Mark Williams)
Review by Jeremy Dobson

OBITUARY ‒ DR DOUGLAS MERVYN KROON
An obituary to the late Douglas Kroon has been compiled by David Edge, Hermann Staude and
Heather Kappmeier and is included in Metamorphosis Vol 32. A link to the article is included
below:
Doug Kroon – Obituary
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Management of the Karkloof blue butterfly Orachrysops ariadne
habitat at Uvemvane Nature Reserve
Adrian J. Armstrong, Animal Scientist (Herpetofauna & Invertebrates), Selvan Pillay, Conservation
Manager, and Petros Ngwenya, Regional Ecologist, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife
The Endangered Karkloof Blue butterfly Orachrysops ariadne (Figure 1) is known from only four
colonies in the world, all of them in mistbelt grassland in the KwaZulu-Natal province, South Africa.
The largest of the colonies is in Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s Uvemvane Nature Reserve (formerly
Wahroonga farm) which was proclaimed on 15 July 2021 in Provincial Notice 72 of the Provincial
Gazette No. 2306. This butterfly species relies on one variety of one species of plant, the Wood’s
indigo plant Indigofera woodii var laxa and one species of ant, the Natal sugar ant Camponotus
natalensis, for survival. The female butterflies lay their eggs on the host plants. When the
caterpillars hatch from the eggs they initially feed on the leaves of the host plants and then spend
the rest of the time in the underground nests of the ant species, feeding on the roots of the host
plants, until they pupate. The caterpillars and pupae are protected by the ants until the adult
butterflies eclose from the pupae and emerge from the ant nests. The adults feed on the nectar of
a limited number of flowering plant species. The males patrol the colony area looking for females
with which they can mate.
The main threats to the existing Karkloof Blue
butterfly colonies are the increase in alien
invasive plants and indigenous encroacher
plants in and around the colony areas, the
grazing and trampling of the colony areas by
livestock, and the inappropriate burning of the
grassland. The latter includes the too frequent or
too infrequent burning of the grassland or else
the burning of the grassland when the butterfly
eggs or the young caterpillars are present on the
leaves or stems of the host plants. Fire
management includes burning at most about
half the colony area every year, with each half
being burnt a minimum of every second year
and a maximum of every fourth year (Figure 2).

Figure 1 An adult female Karkloof blue butterfly Orachrysops
ariadne photographed in the Uvemvane Nature Reserve.
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Uvemvane Nature Reserve also conserves a sample of
the Endangered Midlands Mistbelt Grassland which
contains a very high diversity of indigenous forbs. One of
the most imminent threats to this grassland, including to
the Karkloof blue butterfly colony, is the presence of
alien invasive plants such as bugweed Solanum
mauritianum (Figure 3), American bramble Rubus
cuneifolius, and other species such as lantana Lantana
camara and ginger lily Hedychium sp. (Figure 4) that can
establish in the riverine forest adjacent to the grassland.
Alien invasive plants and indigenous encroacher plants
such as Currys Post plant Phymaspermum acerosum
shade and smother the host plants. This prevents the
female butterflies from accessing the host plants for
oviposition and causes the senescence of the host
plants and increased competition for space. Not only is
the control of alien invasive species in the colony area
important but also in the areas adjacent to the colony to
prevent the spread of these species into the colony area.
One of the difficulties with respect to the control of the
alien invasive species is the long-distance dispersal of
their propagules by agents such as birds.

Figure 3 Young bugweed Solanum mauritianum plants at
Uvemvane Nature Reserve.

Figure 2 The upper half of the Karkloof blue butterfly
Orachrysops ariadne colony area was burnt in
September 2021. Parts of other firebreaks are visible
as light green vegetation in the photograph.

Figure 4 Ginger lily Hedychium sp. dug up at Uvemvane Nature
Reserve.
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The Botanical Education Trust kindly sponsored 10,000 rands for the control of alien invasive
plants on the Uvemvane Nature Reserve (Figures 4 & 5). These funds were used to employ a
member of the local community who were trained to control alien plants at Uvemvane Nature
Reserve to control the bugweed, ginger lily, lantana and American bramble, both in and adjacent
to the mistbelt grassland. The next management action that needs to be taken in the Karkloof blue
butterfly colony area is the control of the indigenous encroacher Currys Post plant
Phymaspermum acerosum that is becoming more prevalent in the grassland (Figure 6).

Figure 6 The Currys Post plant Phymaspermum acerosum
(brown flowerheads) can be seen in this photograph of part of
the Karkloof blue butterfly Orachrysops ariadne colony area,
with the riparian forest in the background.

Figure 5 Cut-stump treatment of lantana Lantana camara using
herbicide.

We are grateful to the Botanical Education Trust, particularly its Chair, Charles Botha, for its kind
sponsorship of the work. Without this sponsorship, this work would not have been possible.
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Butterfly citizen science and notes on the formation of LepSoc West
Africa (Abubakar S. Ringim)
Department of Biological Sciences, Federal University Dutse, P.M.B. 7156, Jigawa State, Nigeria
Correspondence: asringiim@gmail.com
The Afrotropical region is the second most rich in butterfly species in the world, only after the
Neotropical realm. Within this region lies West Africa comprising 17 countries and neighbouring
Islands that harbour extraordinary butterfly species. Noteworthily, according to Torben Larsen the
region upholds over 33% of all butterfly species in the Afrotropical biogeographical region. This is
due to the fact that West Africa comprises striking landscapes, including the Sahara, Sahel,
Sudan, Guinea, and rainforest. The continuous Mountain ranges in West Africa, particularly along
the Nigeria-Cameroon border, which are commonly referred to as the Biafra forests and highlands,
reaching up to 4000 m supports high butterfly diversity, and endemism.
Geographically, the West African rainforest (divided into western and eastern blocks) is separated
by the Dahomey Gap where the savanna meets the coastal ecosystem. These two regions are
known as the Upper Guinean and Lower Guinean Forests. The former extending from Guinea,
Sierra Leone, through Liberia, and Cote d’Ivoire, as well as Ghana and Togo in the east, is the
most biologically diverse, along these lines, listed among the world ecoregions. In Nigeria, by
1998, the number of butterfly species recorded was 1250 species. Across the region, nearly 1500
butterfly species have been recognized by Larsen, and many species are still being discovered to
date.
While impressive efforts have been made to advance butterfly studies among conservationists and
researchers through regular workshops, nevertheless, the aspect of butterfly conservation citizen
science participation (volunteering) among the public received very little attention in West Africa.
Insufficient expertise to train nature enthusiasts on butterfly identification skills, underfunding, and
security uprising in the region continue to pose challenges in advancing butterfly studies.
However, in recent times, citizen science for butterfly conservation looks very promising.
Here, I describe the formation of Lepsoc West Africa, or rather an active and progressive butterfly
citizen science. I additionally highlight threats to butterflies and economic potential of butterfly
conservation in West Africa. Eventually, if this piece of information passes on an inclination for and
motivates butterflies' awareness and conservation among the public as a whole in West Africa,
then, it has fulfilled its goal.
The formation of the LepSoc West Africa
On 24 May 2020, I emailed Steve Woodhall congratulating him on publishing his Field Guide to
Butterflies of Southern Africa and sought his help to share relevant literature regarding Nigerian
butterflies. Unfortunately, Steve told me that he has no material on Nigerian butterflies other than
the pan-African species. His only exposure to West African butterflies was Côte D’Ivoire and
Ghana - 20 years ago – which are on the other side of the Dahomey Gap. Additionally, his visit to
Ghana was mainly for collection, not photographing. Thus, he has no documents to speak of!
Fortunately, Steve copied Jeremy Dobson (the President of LepSoc Africa), Peter Ward, Duke
Knoop, and Sudheer KM - so they can be in the loop to help. Dobson shared some amazing
butterfly photos. Szabolcs Sáfián (Safi) who was very close to Torben Larsen was also copied so
he might be able to advise me as well. Note, Les G. Underhill of the Biodiversity and Development
Institute (BDI), the originator of the LepiMAP - distribution map of butterflies and moths of Africa
was also captured in the email.
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This eventually triggered a crucial meeting where most of the aforementioned personalities meet
and discuss the way forward to advance butterfly conservation citizen science in West Africa.
While having a conversation Underhill described to me that, “my email has had a riffling effect”.
Following their meeting, Oskar Brattström who is viewed as the most knowledgeable on Nigerian
butterflies and perhaps among the few experts on West African butterflies today were invited
during the BDI Citizen Science Hour#7 focusing on West Africa. Brattström presented on
Butterflies: Africa’s most exciting animals, available at the BDI YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPmKoMXDw5I&t=8s. Likewise, Steve also presented on
looking for butterflies https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUdH0xfkN8k&t=9s. Meanwhile, at some
point Ulf Ottosson: Coordinator Nigerian Bird Atlas Project mentioned to me that Brattström is very
good with Nigerian butterflies and may be of help. In time, I continued to make follow-ups and
finally on the 15 September 2020, after the BDI Citizen Science Hour #15, Steve, and I chatted
and agreed to create a WhatsApp group, where he named it LepSoc West Africa. This followed by
adding Brattström where he adds Western Hallelesis Hallelesis halyma, a West African endemic
as the group cover photo.
Obviously, I envision the group's objective to provide a common platform for citizen scientists to
share knowledge of butterflies and conservation in West Africa. The facet of mentorship involved
is also crucial to driving butterfly citizen science participation while serving as a medium to share
updates about LepSoc and African butterfly fauna and conservation. Since then, the group
membership continues to grow from only three members to 45 members as of 14 December 2021
from The Gambia, Nigeria, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. Apart from Brattström and
Steve, Robert Warren and Jon Baker are also amongst the professionals sharing extensive skills
and knowledge about West African butterfly fauna. Formally, this marks the beginning of an
organized butterfly citizen science in West Africa, and a possible future shift to a dramatic change
in attitude and perception among the public to conserve butterflies in the entire region.
The economic potentials of Lepidoptera in West Africa
The rural dwellers of West Africa as in other regions on the African continent are poor and rely
largely on forest biodiversity for livelihoods. This over-reliance on biodiversity is the fundamental
driver causing forest degradation, habitat loss, and has been responsible for changes in butterfly
species diversity and composition. Broadly, the potential in butterfly tourism and farming is
untapped and neglected in West Africa, besides being under-studied. The following are a couple
of potential ways through which poverty in local and regional economies can be alleviated in West
Africa through conservation of butterflies.
Butterfly tourism
Butterflies being one of the most beautiful of all creatures is a great sign of appreciation of what
nature can offer. During the rainy season, for instance, the massive migration and aggregation of
Catopsilia florella African migrants in the north is an entrancing wonder. Elsewhere as in Mexico,
the Monarch butterfly Danaus plexippus reserve supports over 250000 visitors during the yearly
overwintering period. The annual Hampyeong Butterfly Festival in Korea gathered over a million
people in 2005. Interestingly, the estimated economic impacts of the butterfly festival rose from 5.5
million US Dollars in the first celebration to more than 8.8 million US Dollars in the seventh
celebration. Revenues generated from these festivals are used to impact the conservation of
butterflies, livelihoods, and habitat restorations programs.
Butterfly photography
Great potential lies in butterfly photography in West Africa. Today, various species of butterflies
are used as wallpapers, stickers, banners, magazines, themes, journals, scrapbooks, and murals
among others. Butterfly photography is increasingly becoming a popular activity and career for
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nature enthusiasts and citizen scientists alike. These fetch a high amount of dollars (revenue) that
add to butterfly protection since butterfly photographers would have to pay for a license to access
forests or travel everywhere to get excellent shots of butterflies. Furthermore, the photos of the
various species of butterflies, of specific note, the endemic and endangered species can be
imprinted on branded T-shirts, caps, key holders, and other potential tourism souvenirs. These
serve not only in generating revenue but will raise awareness about the threats butterflies are
facing, thus, its conservation among the public. Along these lines, there are direct and indirect as
well as induced effects (for example, local guide, and lodging) that can boost rural livelihoods, and
regional economies in West Africa. This is evident by the levels of extreme poverty and rising
human population, and land-use changes, especially in rural West Africa where resources to
sustain livelihoods are becoming scarcer each day.
Butterfly farming
In West Africa, most people find it unusual to cultivate butterflies and hardly believe it whenever
they hear about butterfly farming, partly because they do not seem to see any potential in that. A
while ago, I had a discussion with a good friend and nature enthusiast who works with a
conservation organization in Nigeria, however, he had never known about butterfly farming until I
mentioned it to him. My interest and exposure in butterfly and butterfly farming were in 2015 when
I visited the Zanzibar Butterfly Centre
(https://web.facebook.com/ZanzibarButterflyCentre/?_rdc=1&_rdr), Unguja Island, Tanzania.
Centres of this kind do not only raise revenue that can be used to conserve butterflies and forests
but provide income to sustain community livelihoods. The butterfly centres serve to educate the
public about the natural history: habitat, life cycle, ecology, and reproduction of butterflies. It
further exposes people to the direct insight to observe and appreciate beautiful butterfly species.
In Kenya, the Arabuko Sokoke, otherwise called the Kipepeo project (Swahili for butterfly,
http://kipepeo.org/), is one of the best models of butterfly farming projects supporting local
livelihoods around the Arabuko Sokoke forest. The revenue generated from the Kipepeo project is
channelled into forest protection, advocacy, and awareness raising, which directly support local
jobs. In 1998, the project won the Dubai International Award for Best Practices in improving the
living environment (http://kipepeo.org/). Thus, this is all West Africa will ever need in light of
alarming forest and environmental degradation, coupled with overpopulation. National Parks, and
Reserves, as well as other forms of forests such as sacred forests, constitute a major reservoir of
interesting butterfly fauna in West Africa. These areas mostly have a large population of local
communities around them exerting pressure on the remaining forest resources. The Cross River
National Park in Nigeria, and the Atewa Forest Reserve in Ghana, among others, are untapped for
butterfly farming and are a typical example of this scenario.
The Explore Ecology butterfly project in Nigeria apart from its core objectives of species inventory,
monitoring, and conservation action might have integrated a community-based conservation
approach through butterfly farming for effective forest and butterflies’ conservation (the project site
https://www.explorecology.com/index.php/en/project/explorcollect2/butterflies-in-nigeria/). This is
especially true because findings of a study in the Usambara Mountains, Tanzania showed that
80% of butterfly farmers agreed that butterfly farming would have been impossible if local forests
were lost. Additionally, the study demonstrated that there was more participation in forest
conservation behaviours among the butterfly farmers, partly because they were able to understand
the relationship between local biodiversity and livelihood opportunities - income.
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Research
It merits recalling (as referenced above) that the West African region upholds over one-third of all
butterfly species occurring in Africa, and as such, it offers unimaginable opportunities for research
and expeditions. Butterfly projects and research activities can boost local economies through
direct impacts, such as lodging, food, local tour guide, and local transport services; indirect
impacts, for example, groceries, food and beverage supplies, and induced effects, typically
circulation of money within a given locality, or region. Furthermore, the West African region as one
of the most populous on the continent has the possibility to contribute essentially to butterfly
citizen science through butterfly monitoring. For instance, the results of what is seen presently
about the migration ecology of monarch butterflies are the efforts of long-term data collection
mainly by citizen scientists. In the United Kingdom, data from butterfly citizen scientists is currently
used to predict butterfly population trends, while also advancing butterfly research and
conservation among the public.
Threats to Lepidoptera in West Africa
i.

Growing population – With over 400 million people, the West African region is the
second most populous region on the continent after Eastern Africa. This unprecedented
population growth is projected to reach over 2 billion by the turn of the next century,
based on United Nations projections. While the population of West Africa grew from
120,000,000 to 334,500,000 in under forty years, the population has already destroyed
and degraded a greater portion of West African rainforest, partly because of
deforestation combined with an expanding need for land to feed the growing
population. Available estimates showed that the amount of forest loss in West Africa
totals roughly 10 million ha, and 80 percent of it is assumed to be under various forms of
intensive agricultural-forest practices. While undeniably forest resources support a large
population of the local people in West Africa, the pace of forest and biodiversity loss,
including butterflies in general, is connected to a consistently growing population and
expansion. Thus, the status of West Africa’s Forest today, a critical refuge for butterfly
fauna, is uncertain.

ii.

Deforestation – According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the West African region has the most noteworthy deforestation rates in the
world. In this region, serious deforestation has been progressing for many decades
unchecked. The rainforest of West Africa has suffered a larger and more consistent loss
of forest cover than any other rainforest in Africa as a result of high levels of illegal
logging activities, expanding agriculture, and shifting cultivation among other eminent
threats. High-level corruption in forest management from both protected areas
managers and state and federal government officials has additionally been responsible
for the degradation and loss of the forest in West Africa. The problem today is likewise
that deforestation and clearance of the West African forest for agriculture and shifting
cultivation, where crops, such as cocoa and rubber trees are grown, are occurring
quicker than the butterfly fauna can adjust.
In the Obudu plateau, Nigeria-Cameroon border, shifting cultivation and logging has
resulted in only one pristine forest block left measuring about 45 ha. This has a direct
effect on forest-butterflies, and numerous other species too. Today, butterflies are
threatened more than ever before and deforestation can conceivably cause drastic
changes in butterfly species composition, and diversity, and can completely wipe out a
species. In particular, specialist butterfly species that require intact forest to complete
their life cycle may find it difficult to survive outside forest zones. Further, many butterfly
species may face edge effects due to continuous loss and disturbance of intact forests.
The resulting change in forest cover has also been found to negatively affect butterflies'
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colouration. In spite of the fact that Larsen demonstrated that butterflies in West Africa
have resisted extinction regardless of human perturbations, it is not certain whether they
will endure the unprecedented forest loss and land-use changes over the next few
decades.
iii.

Land-use changes – (agriculture, habitat degradation, urbanisation) – Although the
droughts of the 1970s and 80s were viewed as the drivers of land-use changes in
Sahelian West Africa, agricultural expansion, deforestation (discussed above),
increasing livestock, urbanisation, bush fires, and climate changeability are,
notwithstanding, the main forces of land-use changes in the region. Research has
shown that the changes in land-use have changed the face of West African savanna,
woodlands, grasslands, and forest. In Togo, for example, agricultural expansion has
caused a loss of 18% and 7% of forest cover and woodland between 1990 to 2010. In
Nigeria, the demand for cultivated lands expanded from 20% to 40% of the country’s
landmass within three decades. Predictive modeling in Ghana showed that land-use
change would cause a disturbing decrease of forest cover by more than 60% by 2040.
Because of the growing population in West Africa, urbanisation is also altering the
habitat of butterflies, and causing habitat degradation and loss. Consequently, resulting
land-use changes and urbanisation negatively influence butterfly species’ composition,
diversity and richness.

iv.

Climate change – Climate change is quite possibly the most pressing threat affecting
biodiversity, butterflies inclusive. Changes in global climate have shown to cause
warming temperatures, interrupt rainfall patterns, severe drought and flood. Changes in
the climate is also causing more incessant forest fires, affecting vegetation that are good
predictors of butterfly fauna. These changes would synergistically result in butterfly
species to shift their phenology (life cycle), and physiology. For example, a result of a
20-year systematic monitoring of butterflies in Ohio, United States showed a 33%
decline of butterfly species abundance due to effects of climate change. The results
further observed fewer annual generations, in both common, invasive, and butterfly
species adapted to human-dominated landscapes, indicating a more extensive effect.
In the United Kingdom, long-term monitoring data indicated that the majority of the
butterfly species advanced their phenology in the most recent years. Besides, many
butterfly species are now shifting their range (distribution) towards higher altitudes and
latitudes, resulting in new species bringing novel challenges and susceptibility to
invading environments and species. Of specific concern, mountain species are expected
to respond rapidly through altitudinal range shifts. In the eastern Alps, Europe, for
instance, mobile and generalist species were especially noticed to move uphill more
than specialist species. West Africa, a region characterized by dry conditions is
considered a climate change hotspot, thus, in the absence of consistent and long-term
butterfly monitoring data, it is impossible to track changes in butterflies’ attributes
(especially in savannah species) in the face of rapidly changing climatic conditions.
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The overview of the state of butterfly fauna, and conservation, as well as the formation of butterfly
citizen science in West Africa was presented. It is obvious that conservation of butterflies can be
harnessed for short and long-term goals, with the potential to conserve rainforest, and boost
livelihood support in a rapidly degrading and evolving environment. There are plans aimed at
improving butterfly conservation and awareness in the region. These include 1) Virtual and
physical workshops by butterfly experts to explore, share experience, and knowledge about
aspects of butterflies’ ecology, biology, and conservation, (2) field training and practical methods
to set up long-term butterfly monitoring programs, (3) instigate butterfly mapping (butterfly
distribution data) in the entire region and (4) research collaboration among citizen scientists.
Ultimately, governments at all levels, conservationists, and protected areas managers and local
communities at large should look into adopting community nature-based tourism and butterfly
farming among the various possibilities referenced above to improve the state of butterflies’ habitat
and conservation, and livelihood in West Africa.
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Our Microlepidoptera (Hanna and Wolf Roland)
The last official publication in 2017 on the number of Butterflies in Germany stated 3 682 species
counted since before 1900 (1). As 10% to 15% of those are considered lost or vanished there are
about 3 166 species actually to be found in Germany – although not everywhere and not in every
year.
The total can be divided into numbers for Butterflies (day flying) and for Moths (mostly night flying).
As it turns out, there are only 190 species of day flying Butterflies (2). But then again, a category of
“Day active Moths” has been defined, counting 179 species (3), comprising groups like
Zygaenidae, Larentiinae, Hadeninae etc.
A differentiation has been made arbitrarily between larger Butterflies and Moths
(Großschmetterlinge) and small Butterflies and Moths (Kleinschmetterlinge), the latter also named
Microlepidoptera or “Micros”. As there are 1 350 larger Lepidoptera described (2), roughly 1 816
species fall under the definition of “Micros”.
In Lit. (4) there are 59 Families of Microlepidoptera cited for Europe. Not all occur in Germany.
Another scientific survey (5) cites observations from 42 Micro-families for a region along the Rhine
River, approx. 150 km south of Solingen, where we live.
What we understand by these data, is the fact, that the number of Microlepidoptera is very large
and distributed between a lot of different families. And it is this group, which tends to increase in
numbers by the intense studies which are actually under way because all the “larger” lepidoptera
have already been described. Since some of them are really tiny, where others have a
considerable size, the spectrum is broad.

Alabonia geoffrella, Oecophoridae

Monopis obviella, Tineidae

We only photograph different kinds of insects and do not collect them. Our observations are not
always accepted for the documentations of Moths by the scientific community, because many of
the small species cannot be differentiated by photos alone. Nevertheless, the sheer number of
books presenting live photographs, which did not exist in former times, clearly demonstrates that
this is what is needed. On the other hand, we collect and report valuable data for the distribution of
the Micros, which we have identified to species level. And by this way we found a species, that
has not been detected in our area before, a typical case of migration with climate change.
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Adela croesella, fem., Adelidae

Oncocera semirubella, Pyralidae

Ypsolopha scabrella, Ypsolophidae

Carcina quercana, Oecophoridae

Ypsolopha sequella, Ypsolophidae

Catroptria permutatella, Crambidae

Our main objective is to show the beauty and colourful variety of these little creatures.
And we have selected for LepSoc Africa readers a limited number, which we photographed in our
area, most of them in 2020 and 2021.
Of course, you have one or the other favourite concerning a certain species or a whole family. The
Oecophoridae for example often have shiny colours and sometimes striking aspects. In the
Gracillariidae-family, like their name indicates, we are delighted by their graceful appearance.
Another family of irresistible charm are the Ypsolophidae. We could easily continue to emphasize
all sorts of characteristics in numerous species, which trigger our astonishment and admiration.
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Olethreutes arcuella, Tortricidae

Dyseriocrania subpurpurella, Eriocraniidae

Ypsolopha dentella, Ypsolophidae

Agapeta hamana, Tortricidae

Hopefully the pictures also fill your heart with joy and you start to look for these very small jewels
in your area. Many of them can be found sitting on a plant in daytime, others come to the light at
night. And we can certainly state, that many new Micro-species await to be discovered.
At the same time when so many species of all kinds are facing extinction, it may be comforting that
there is also a chance to find some unknown treasures.

Caloptilia stigmatella, Gracillariidae

Argyresthia goedartella, Yponomeutidae
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Harpella forficella, Oecophoridae

Plutella xylostella, Plutellidae

Dichomeris marginella, Gelechiidae

Pancalia leuwenhoeckella, Cosmopterigidae
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Solingen, Germany
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A new locality for CE Aloeides stevensoni (the Wolkberg Russet;
Wolkberg area endemic) and EN Orachrysops regalis (the Royal
Cupid; Wolkberg area endemic) near Bewaarkloof, Strydpoortberg,
Limpopo, South Africa (Etienne Terblanche)
All I need is here, in Africa - Steve Kekana
At the suggestion of the herpetologist Vincent Egan, a friend with considerable scientific- and veldknowledge, we took a trip to a summit in the Strydpoortberg. “Gandering” Google Earth, which
means in our lingo to check it out, I noticed steep south- and south-west-facing slopes in the
vicinity. They appeared promising for the occurrence of Aloeides stevensoni. On 4 November
2021, from Haenertsburg we drove up to this part of our world where the tall, sharp rises are
dotted by abundant Kirkia willmsii (the mountain seringa). On the day, they were green globes on
the grey koppies and hillsides.
On a steep slope facing more or less west, though with
southernish aspects, I soon came across the first dark,
tiny, low-and-slow-flying individuals of A. stevensoni. Not
more than fifty metres to the east, a node of
Orachrysops regalis individuals were about, their blue
blurring feistily against the steep scree-covered and
green tussock-spotted background amidst a density of at
least two protea species. Perhaps because the stiff
breeze carried a cooler hue despite the day growing hot
fast, these O. regalis males did not patrol as expansively
and quickly as those I’d witnessed (or tried to follow) at
the stevensoni site found near Ribbokkop in 2019.

Aloeides stevensoni

I collected two specimens of each butterfly. One regalis was mint with freshness. I find it moving to
see its downy blades ending in perfectly sculpted edges. Nearly indescribable I find the pale dovegrey ground colour into which precise jet-black spots are inserted like entrances into the cosmos
along with a bending row of lunulae, baby-powder white—and then the electric surprise of the
metallic blue flame when you open the wings. Whereas regalis was abundant (15 plus), fewer
stevensoni were seen (5 plus), though some of the latter were velvety crisp or just-hatched. “Pasuit-kas,” as Oom Swannie used to say. Nearby, stevensoni were probably flying in nodes of
greater numbers—which is to be investigated.

Orachrysops regalis
left: smallish female, upper side
right: male, underside

And then: it’s good to know that potatoes do not always have the final say when it comes to
looking after the diversity and uniqueness of our fellow citizen, the Wolkberg Russet. In 2012, a
farmer who knew about the critically endangered butterfly on his patch of land ploughed it (and
butterfly) under for yet another, rather tiny potato field that would not sustain many.
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At its only known other site back then the butterfly was dwindling (perhaps due to a poor fire
regime). But by now we have found one strong colony (2019) and another (2021) to replace, in
one sense, the potato site. Of course, it is equally true that the potato site can never be replaced.
I’ve been wondering with a bit of a sinking feeling: will it always be so, with us humans when the
chips are down (or up for grabs), that the potatoes must win?
On Thursday 4 November you could breathe a bit again and know: not necessarily always. The
newly discovered site is located deep in the Strydpoortberg. The slope is steep and harsh in its
own way. It is about 25 km wsw from the locality discovered in 2019, the latter which is well-nigh
inaccessible and situated inside the Bewaarkloof reserve. The site described here is located 5-10
km outside the reserve’s western boundary. I found the russets at an altitude of 1 760 m.
Remarkably, those at the colony residing inside Bewaarkloof discovered in 2019 fly at exactly the
same altitude, just as Graham Henning would have predicted. The present new locality is situated
in the vegetation type Gm 27 Strydpoort Summit Sourveld (although it has elements of Gm 26
such as the predominance of Loudetia grasses on some slopes). And, ye heavens have mercy,
potatoes are not likely to make it here.

Location of the new locality (numbered 2) with reference to Bewaarkloof Reserve, Strydpoortberg, and the site discovered in 2019
near Ribbokkop to the east (numbered 1); at the latter, the EN Dingana clara (the Wolkberg widow) also flies. Two further sites are
not included in this picture: the original site near Haenertsburg that was knowingly ploughed over for potatoes, and the site in the
saddle at the Rheebokvlei turnoff, known among some lepidopterists as MOME. At the latter, stevensoni numbers have been
dwindling.

Were other threats to the butterfly visible or audible at this newly found locality? The only potential
ones I noticed on the day were bracken-fern, evenly distributed across the slope (not surprisingly
indicating that it’s moister than its surroundings) and cattle grazing with their bells clanking gently
much further down the slope, at the beginning of an opposite one. Molars had also been
hammering the grass on the summit. The stevensoni slope had been burnt early in the season or
in the previous one, or both—but, as Vince pointed out, the veld was not scorched.
The absence of legumes flowering on this slope struck me when compared to the 2019 site.
Again, further observation is needed if one wanted to change, refine, or understand this. But then I
became completely exhausted out of the blue after one or two hours of climbing and had to cut it
short. This was a new experience for me. Thankfully, Vince had a Granny Smith handy, which
made me feel better and made me wonder about the habitat sacrificed for this down in the Cape.
Oh, the knots we humans can tie ourselves into! I continued to sit in the shade of a tall, benign
protea on the summit while he went around to gander a different area, until we headed home.
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I’m glad to say that the day did not belong to butterflies only. Along with a host of intriguing
scorpions, nearly one per rock on the summit, Vince found three individuals of the darker berg
adder, Bitis atropos, with swift ease. This darker kind is destined for subspecies status (but the
taxonomic work for this is stuck Down Under). He established in the past that these guys embody
the westernmost point of the species’ distribution in our neck of the woods and increased this by
another bit of distance on our trip. As for the butterflies again, Vince suggested we sharpen
conservation of the areas where CE A. stevensoni flies along with its endangered fellow citizens—
he is also a conservationist working at LEDET.

Kirkia wilmsii just flourishes in the Strydpoortberg. I think it must be its happiest place, its version of paradise.

I returned to Haenertsburg contented, in awe again of surroundings here. Vince and I talked a lot
about music on the way, not least since, on the day, we acquainted the foremost township
musician Steve Kekana’s brother, Jan, on the summit. He spoke his excellent Afrikaans and struck
me as a tough and warm mensch. When Vince entered his cell number into his phone (in equally
excellent Afrikaans), he asked for Jan’s surname, and Jan quickly spelled it out for him in straight
lines with a twig on the skin of his forearm. It was then that Vince asked about his relationship to
Steve! He knew about this stuff!
I thought afterwards again of what I hold to be the truest idiom
on the planet: music is the gift that keeps on giving. On a larger
and more invisible scale, surely so is nature. Its enormous jazz
continues to unfold, always skimming and suggesting the main
melody with understated and/ or huge notes, somehow familiar
and somehow unexpected in some way or another, and a little
dark stevensoni brimming with reticent life appears from
nowhere on the shape and substance of a rugged and
impossibly actual slope tucked away below a solid ridge in a
magic mountain on a given Thursday morning—which was new
under the sun.

Bitis atropos, cellphone picture taken on
the summit near the new stevensoni
locality reported here (V. Egan).
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Two winter views of the Strydpoortberg—east of the new stevensoni locality.

Steve Kekana the township musician. We met his brother, Jan, at the summit.
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The Wonders of Lekgalameetse Provincial Park (Lourens Erasmus)
I’ve heard many rumours about just how amazing Lekgalameetse Provincial Park is, but nothing
could have prepared me for what I had witnessed on 18 November 2021, a day that would forever
be etched in my memory.
I headed out to the park quite early at 06h00 as the drive from my aunt’s game farm (Ukhozi) in
Hoedspruit was about two and a half hours despite it being only 110 km away, as most of the
route is made up of dirt roads. As I entered the gates, I saw what could only be described as an
explosion of Large Striped Swordtail (Graphium antheus), which was one of the many species I
was hoping to see. I was in complete awe of the numbers of these things, hundreds of them were
falling from the sky, like flashes of turquoise lightning bolts, fast and relentless. After seeing about
200 (I kid you not) I was starting to wonder if they’d ever sit still, these guys were even more
restless than the Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea) I had previously observed
in Nelspruit.

Graphium antheus
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Graphium antheus
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Graphium porthaon porthaon
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

I looked at my watch in the car and realized I had spent an hour trying to get pictures of these
guys and failed as they just never settled and decided to head along the tar road where I found
lots of butterflies trying to suck out some moisture form the puddles forming along the road, at one
spot I managed to find six different species all quenching their thirst from about a 30 cm wide hole,
these included: Marsh Patroller (Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua), Topaz Babul Blue (Azanus
jesous), Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus), Black-bordered Babul Blue (Azanus moriqua), Common
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and African Snout (Libythea laius). A good start to the
day, after spending another 30 min trying to get a picture of the Swordtails, I decided to head to
the famous Lekgalameetse waterfall as this was one of the spots in Andre Coetzer’s video that
seemed fruitful, which it really was. I found some really nice stuff there such as a male Mocker
Swallowtail, Common Mother-of-pearl (Protogoniomorpha parhassus), a few Blotched Leopard
(Lachnoptera ayresii), Common Barred Sailer (Neptis laeta) and some Limpopo Battling Glider
(Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica).
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Acraea natalica
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Libythea laius
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Graphium angolanus angolanus
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

But still no Swordtails, eventually I convinced myself that the only way I’d get a picture of one of
those beauties would be to catch them mudpuddling. That’s when it happened… I went down to
the rubbish disposing site and saw a stream on the opposite side of the wall, Vaughan Jessnitz
said he would meet me near the falls at 11:00 and since it was 10:50, I had nothing to lose. The
following scene could only be described as magical, my eyes lit up with excitement as I had just hit
the Jackpot. 30 Large striped Swordtails puddling with at least 10 Southern Narrow Green-banded
Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus)! Snap, snap, snap. I was like a kid in a candy store. My dream
of capturing some Swordtails on camera had finally come true. It was just then that Vaughan
Jessnitz arrived, and I was super glad that I had someone to share that moment with. We spent a
few moments just marvelling at the sheer number of butterflies enjoying the mud, others included
the most common blue of the day, Dusky Lineblue (Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela) and Citrus
Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus demodocus), Grey Smoky Blue (Euchrysops malathana), African
Leopard (Phalanta phalantha aethiopica) and some Zebra Blues.

Lachnoptera ayresii
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Pseudacraea lucretia expansa
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Papilio dardanus cenea
Lekgalameetse
Lourens Erasmus

Vaughan then took me to a spot quite some distance away on a gravel road to search for
Nyasaland Ciliate Blue (Anthene crawshayi juanitae), which was unsuccessful, yet fun as it still
yielded some Warrior Acraea (Acraea acara acara), Rainforest Acraea (Acraea boopis boopis),
Dancing Amber (Telchinia serena), loads and loads of Dusky Line Blues, a Meadow Blue
(Cupidopsis cissus cissus) and a Pearl Charaxes (Charaxes varanes varanes). It was an
extremely hot day, so we decided to head to the forested area in search of some shade and some
more water as the streams proved to be hotspots. This spot proved to be quite fruitful as we found
some more Mother of Pearl, Eastern False Chief (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa), Transvaal
Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus transvaalensis), some Cream Striped Swordtail
(Graphium porthaon porthaon), (which proved to be even more challenging to photograph than the
Large Striped Swordtails), a lovely Female Mocker Swallowtail and a White Lady (Graphium
angolanus angolanus). There was a storm brewing in the background, which made us cut our trip
a bit short but as they say in the Terminator series: “I’ll be back!”
27

PARTLY CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF SWORDTAILS
(Lourens Erasmus)
After having no luck in terms of butterflies or sunshine in Hazyview (Sabi River Sun to be specific)
for a week, Caroline convinced me to give Lekgalameetse another shot as the weather apps all
said it would be “partly cloudy.”
It was anything but. In Johannesburg when someone refers to
partly cloudy, we usually mean a few clouds with bursts of
sunshine, in Limpopo “partly cloudy” is a synonym for extremely
overcast with spots of rain. As I entered the park, I had an
overwhelming feeling of “what the hell was I thinking, I’d be lucky
to get 15 species in this weather”.
I arrived at around 10 am, gloomy dark clouds surrounding me
and no sight of the 100’s of swordtails that greeted me a week
earlier, I went down to the waterfall area and the stream below it,
nothing, not a single butterfly in sight, “the sun had better come out soon.” I thought I’d try to
explore the mountain side, which turned out to be a pretty scenic drive, not necessarily in terms of
butterflies, but I could still appreciate the landscape. When I reached the top of the hill I was
greeted by a troop of baboons and a single female Southern Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus
cenea); it was now 11:30 and still no sun whatsoever, as a rose farmer I typically don’t have a lot
of patience and was nearing my limits, I asked myself: “How could a place like this have nothing?”
I started to literally pray for some sunshine and thought well if this weather still isn’t better by 12:00
I’m out of here, I went back to the waterfall as there were one or two rays of light and sure enough
I found two male Mocker Swallowtails gliding just above the falls, in my desperation for some
photos of a species that I love I decided to climb up the falls but the clouds had another idea, the
swallowtails continued to fly higher up and over the falls, which left me feeling super annoyed and
gutted, on my way down I had a bit of a slip and slide and ended up cutting my arm open which
literally added injury to insult. I was fuming, about to reach my boiling point when I reached a
small clearing with low trees, so this was my all or nothing stop.
What followed from here on out was blessing upon blessing as if all my prayers were answered
and expectations were about to be exceeded in ways I could honestly never have imagined.
I walked for about 5 m when I found a lovely Black-haired Bush Brown (Bicyclus safitza safitza), (a
common butterfly but one I didn’t see on the previous occasion), a lovely Rainforest Dull Brown
(Cassionympha cassius) that posed with open wings, a female Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes
pirithous pirithous) and an absolutely amazing Warrior Acraea (Acraea acara acara) also posing
nicely with open wings. 5 species and counting!

Black-based Acraea
Acraea natalica
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Common Zebra Blue
Leptotes pirithous pirithous
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Cream Striped Swordtail
Graphium porthaon porthaon
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus
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Feeling a bit better I decided to explore a location Vaughan had shown me the week before, as I
hit the gravel, the magic started to happen, first up were some puddling blues and a Citrus
swallowtail hiding behind some rocks, then the moment I’d been waiting for, for four years, my first
ever natural open wing shots of a Southern Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail (Papilio nireus
lyaeus), I was starting to feel the magic returning to this place. A few moments later I saw a
spectacular Cream Striped Swordtail (Graphium porthaon porthaon) landing on some leaves next
to the road and to my great delight it sat still long enough for me to get some shots of this rare
butterfly. I drove on for about another 8 km and what I found next was just like a gift straight out of
heaven, about 50 m ahead of me were 30+ Large Banded Swordtails all puddling together and
this time with open wings, I snuck closer and managed to get the open wing shots I was hoping for
the week before, I was ecstatic, my dream had been completed in a way I had only ever seen on
TV and YouTube clips. There was even a Veined Swordtail (Graphium leonidas leonidas) in the
mix, I was feeling super optimistic (now about 10 m from them) so I tried to get an open wing shot
of the Veined Swordtail, instant regret, as I got within 5 m they all scattered up into the trees and
out of sight All was not lost though as 5 minutes later the Large Striped Swordtails returned, but
this time landed in the trees which gave me some more natural looking shots, so all was not lost. I
continued to make my way up the sandy road and came to a bridge next where I found some nice
Hairtails, a few African Snout (Libythea laius), a nice Southern Round-winged Orange Tip (Colotis
euippe omphale) and one of the Three-rings, probably African Three-ring (Ypthima asterope
asterope) which was pretty epic as I had only ever seen Three-rings twice before.
When I got to Vaughan’s spot I was blessed even more as I saw my first ever White-banded
Swallowtail (Papilio echerioides echerioides), a breath-taking butterfly which sadly didn’t pose with
open wings, a lovely little Shade Dusky Dart (Acleros mackenii mackenii) and a truly enchanting
East African Spirit (Leptosia alcesta inalcesta) (those of you who have seen this butterfly will know
exactly what I’m talking about) all in all things were looking pretty good. It was nearly 15:00 by
now and as Hazyview is about 195 km I decided to head on home, yet the day wasn’t done with
me yet, a beautiful Bushveld Charaxes (Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes) bid me farewell as I
was exiting the gates.
This marked the end of a truly unforgettable experience and if I had learned anything it was that a
little bit of faith and determination can lead you to treasures beyond your wildest dreams.

Large Striped Swordtail
Graphium antheus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Veined Swordtail
Graphium leonidas leonidas
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Southern Narrow Green-banded
Swallowtail Papilio nireus lyaeus)
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus
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Kenya, Omicron and Tigray (Jeremy Dobson)
International travel is fraught with uncertainty these days, but I managed to visit Kenya for two
weeks in late November / early December. My son, Christopher, joined me for the first week of my
stay, the first time that we’d seen each other since his move to England two years ago.
There were several potential problems: would SA visitors be banned from visiting Kenya due to
Covid regulations and would Chris be allowed back to the UK without quarantine? Also, there was
talk of Addis Ababa airport being closed at any stage due to political unrest (I’d flown Ethiopia Air
and would visit Addis in transit). Anyway, with fortunate timing, all our travel arrangements went
without a hitch.
Steve Collins’s house in Karen, Nairobi was our base; Ian Bampton and his wife Helen were
staying with Steve at the time, enroute to Mauritius. I’d originally planned to visit some of the drier
savanna areas of Kenya, but Steve advised that rainfall had been unusually low in the country
except for the western areas, and recommended that we visit Kakamega Forest, about 330 km
northwest of Nairobi.
As a result, on 29 November, Steve, Ian, Chris and I set off for a four-night visit to Rondo Resort in
the middle of Kakamega forest. On the way, we stopped at a marshy area, where several Redclover Rayed Blue (Actizera stellata) and a few Equatorial Mountain Blue (Harpendyreus
aequatorialis aequatorialis) were flying; unfortunately, we didn’t find Western-rift Swamp Amber
(Telchinia rangatana ecketti) that Steve had previously recorded from this locality.

Harpendyreus aequatorialis aequatorialis
Equator, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Actizera stellata
Equator, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Colias electo pseudohecate
Equator, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

To be honest, I didn’t have particularly high expectations for Kakamega. I’ve visited Mabira and
Mpanga forests in Uganda several times previously and anticipated that Kakamega would be
slightly underwhelming in comparison. I was wrong: Kakamega is brilliant and offers a range of
habitats, with many diverse butterflies. In addition, Rondo Resort is an excellent lodge: a beautiful
setting, comfortable accommodation, and great food. Visitors must bring
their own alcoholic drinks, but we were exceptionally well prepared in this
regard…
On our first day, we climbed a grassy hill within the forest. It was cloudy
and cool, but Chris and I stuck it out and by 11h00 the sun was out and
loads of butterflies were on the wing. These included Light Regal
Swallowtail (Papilio rex alinderi), Giant Emperor (Charaxes castor castor),
plus numerous Acraea, of which Black-winged Acraea (Acraea
asboloplintha asboloplintha) was the most common. The edge of the main
forest next to the hill contained a few Eastern Red Glider (Cymothoe
hobarti hobarti) and Congo Forest Glade Nymph (Aterica galene extensa),
plus several Glasswing Amber (Telchinia semivitrea) in the canopy. A
couple of Iolaus came to the hilltop at about 15h00 but stayed out of reach.

Ian Bampton, Jeremy
Dobson, Steve Collins, and
Chris Dobson
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The following day was even better: we spent most of the day near the Yala River and there were
huge numbers of butterflies. Barred Malachite (Papilio interjectana) - a regional endemic - was
feeding on damp sand by the river and being joined by a few Rift Valley Emperor Swallowtail
(Papilio lormieri neocrocea) and Rwanda Dark Caper White (Belenois raffrayi extendens). For
some reason, I’d always thought of C. hobarti as one of the duller red gliders: Kakamega certainly
disproved this impression and Rift Valley Lurid Glider (Cymothoe lurida butleri) doesn’t need to
take a back seat to any other Cymothoe either.
The magnificent Eastern Blue Diadem (Hypolimnas monteironis major) and Blue Mother-of-Pearl
(Protogoniomorpha temora temora) were flying in reasonable numbers and numerous Neptis and
Acraea species were on the wing. A couple of Euptera made fleeting appearances: Triple-barred
Pilot (Euptera elabontas elabontas) and Swallow Pilot (Euptera hirundo). Euphaedra and Bebearia
were generally scarce, as were most of the Lycaenids. I thought I saw Angular False Acraea
(Pseudacraea clarki) on the riverbank and took a long-range photo; unfortunately, as I tried to get
closer, the butterfly took off and flew across the river. I told Steve about this and he was very
interested - he has a single historical record of P. clarki from Kakamega, from pretty much the
same spot. Weirdly, my photo disappeared - along with a batch of images from the same time I’ve no idea what went wrong.

Acraea leucographa
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Telchinia jodutta jodutta
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Ceratrichia flava flava
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Telchinia pharsalus pharsalus
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Anthene ligures ligures
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Cymothoe hobarti hobarti
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Papilio rex alinderi
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Hypolimnas monteironis major
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Vanessula milca latifasciata
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson
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We revisited the river the following day; it was less sunny, and butterflies were scarcer, but we still
found a few species that had eluded us during the previous two days. We returned to Steve’s
house in Karen and said goodbye to Chris, who returned to the UK on 4 Dec, 24 hours ahead of
revised Covid regulations.

Acraea asboloplintha asboloplintha
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Telchinia peneleos peneleos
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Euptera hirundo
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

The ABRI collection at Steve’s place is possibly the largest, and certainly the most comprehensive
collection of African butterflies anywhere in the world. As some of you may be aware, Mark
Williams, Steve Collins and I are producing an App of African butterflies, based on Mark’s
Afrotropical Butterflies (ATB). ATB can be viewed via the LepSoc Africa website. One of the first
modules of our App will be a comprehensive summary of African Hesperiidae, which we believe is
a desperately needed resource; Mark had given me a list of “missing” images and I set about
finding and photographing some of these specimens. I also attempted to sort the numerous
Aloeides specimens that were in “for filing” boxes!

Tough in Africa
Ian Bampton with a delicious prawn dish of
his own creation, washed down with a
chilled glass of Chardonnay

Caterpillar rearing cages at ABRI

Steve Collins’s house in Karen

The weather in Karen was cloudy and cool for most of my stay, but when the sun came out, there
were loads of butterflies: Steve has planted a carefully selected assortment of indigenous plants
on his property and has recorded nearly 200 species out of a Kenyan list of about 900 butterflies.
Having Noble Swallowtail (Papilio nobilis nobilis) and Hedgehopper Swallowtail (Papilio
mackinnoni mackinnoni) flying above your lawn isn’t too bad. There are also a few rarer species for example, we saw a few Chequered Smokey Blue (Euchrysops crawshayi crawshayi) and a
couple of Highland Blue Emperor (Charaxes nandina) visited the traps.
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Acraea acara acara
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Junonia sophia infracta
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Anthene ukerewensis ukerewensis
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Metisella quadrisignatus nanda
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Euchrysops crawshayi crawshayi
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Colotis hetaera ankolensis
Karen, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

We managed to incorporate daytrips to two well-known Kenyan localities: Kerita Forest
(Gatamaiyu) and Magadi road. Parts of Kerita have been destroyed, but Steve recently found a
new locality - a track in the middle of the forest - that was really good. Highlands Mountain Fritillary
(Issoria hanningtoni jeanneli) were extremely common, with Scalloped Bush Brown (Bicyclus
dentata) not far behind. Other butterflies included Purple Heart (Uranothauma cordatus), Kenya
Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border (Mylothris jacksoni clio) and Red-flushed Ciliate Blue (Anthene
hobleyi hobleyi). The traps yielded a few Charaxes, mostly White-barred Emperor (C. brutus), but
also C. nandina, Large Pointed Pearl Emperor (Charaxes acuminatus oreas) and Kenyan Silverbarred Emperor (Charaxes druceanus katamayu).

Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica
Gatamaiyu, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Issoria hanningtoni jeanneli
Gatamaiyu, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Uranothauma cordatus
Gatamaiyu, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson
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“Magadi Road” consists of a few localities about 40 km southeast of Nairobi. The sites are rapidly
being fenced in by the local population and the area was very dry, but nonetheless we found some
good butterflies: several species of Colotis and Narrow Cream-banded Emperor (Charaxes hansali
baringana) and Hilltop Black Demon (Charaxes kirki kirki). A highlight for me was seeing a few
Bright Pink Acraea (Acraea braesia) flying around an Adenia glabosa that Steve had found: this is
an amazing plant; one specimen had a bulb the size of a baby hippo!

Acraea braesia
Magadi Road, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Charaxes hansali baringana
Magadi Road, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Euchrysops mauensis mauensis
Magadi Road, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Thanks to Steve for being an amazingly attentive host and a limitless mine of information, and to
Ian and Helen who were wonderful company. A great butterfly expedition!

A new record for Kenya
During the course of the above Kakamega trip, Steve Collins caught a
Neurellipes specimen; this is the first record of Neurellipes from Kenya and
the most easterly record for this genus.
According to Michel Libert the butterfly is probably N. onias which has been
recorded from close to Entebbe.
Even in a relatively well-surveyed locality such as Kakamega, there are
new butterflies to find!
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Drakensberg and KZN South Coast (Jeremy Dobson)
In mid-November, Colleen and I took a short holiday to Leisure Bay on the KwaZulu-Natal South
Coast, with a few days in the Drakensberg on the way.
Free State
We visited Golden Gate on our way to Witsieshoek in the northern Drakensberg. It appeared to be
too early in the season for most of the Golden Gate specials (Orachrysops montanus, Torynesis
orangica and Pseudonympha paragaika), but I did manage to get a couple of Maluti Russet
(Aloeides maluti) samples for the Aloeides Project; this is the type locality, so mtDNA sequences,
if they can be obtained, will be really valuable. There were a few Drakensberg Bronze Speckled
Widow (Serradinga clarki dracomontana) on the wing and a couple of Freckled Ranger (Kedestes
barberae barberae), but not much else.

Kedestes barberae barberae
Golden Gate
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides maluti
Golden Gate
Jeremy Dobson

Golden Gate from the Brandwag
Jeremy Dobson

Witsieshoek Mountain Lodge is one of my favourite holiday destinations and it seems to be doing
very well; mainly European tourists, probably making up for lost time after the wasted months of
Covid restrictions. Unfortunately, although the days were sunny and clear, it was very windy - not
ideal for butterflies or butterfly photography.
The road from the hotel to the Sentinel car park is barely passable these days, even with a 4 by 4;
hopefully this will be repaired soon, as I don’t think it will survive another wet season. The missing
anchor bolt to the chain ladders has been replaced, although one of the ladders is now secured
with six bolts and the other one with two - needless to add, most of the pedestrian traffic was
confined to one ladder. I saw very little on our hike up to the top of Tugela Falls, other than the
ubiquitous Dark Speckled Widow (Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri) and a couple of Gaika Brown
(Pseudonympha gaika).
Nearer the hotel I found a few Small Mountain Russet (Aloeides oreas) and some interesting Plain
Russets; either Hillside Russet (Aloeides henningi) or Karkloof Russet (Aloeides susanae).

Aloeides oreas
Witsieshoek, Free State
Jeremy Dobson

Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri
Mahai Valley, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Cassionympha cassius
Mahai Valley, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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KZN

On my way to Leisure Bay on the KZN South Coast I dropped off
some stuff with Steve Woodhall: Steve’s Honorary Life
certificate, a Botswana book for Kevin Cockburn and a CRG
trophy for Suncana Bradley.
The weather wasn’t great for most of my stay at Leisure Bay and
butterflies were few and far between. However, the Umtamvuna
Gorge near Izingolweni was - as usual - pretty good and I found
some nice butterflies such as Coastal Amakosa Rocksitter
(Durbania amakosa albescens), Red-tab Policeman (Coeliades
keithloa) and Red-line Sapphire (Iolaus sidus). No sign of Whitespotted Ketsi Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula)
though - I was probably too early in the season.

Steve Woodhall receiving his Honorary
Life certificate from Jeremy Dobson (for
Harald Selb’s benefit, Steve is on the
right)

Yellow Zulu
(Alaena amazoula amazoula)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Southern African Caper White
(Belenois creona severina)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Dotted Border
(Mylothris agathina agathina)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Red-tab Policeman
(Coeliades keithloa)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Coastal Amakosa Rocksitter
(Durbania amakosa albescens)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Vine-leaf Vagrant
(Eronia cleodora)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Small Striped Swordtail
(Graphium policenes policenes)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Red-line Sapphire
(Iolaus sidus)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Dusky Amber
(Telchinia esebria)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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On Wednesday 17 Nov I drove to Kokstad. I’d thought of visiting Chris Fey’s farm - Steve
Woodhall had given me contact details - but my companion, Alan Payne, wished to go to Mt Currie
Nature Reserve to look for Wattled Crane, amongst other birds. There were loads of Browns:
mostly Dark Speckled Widow (Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri), with a few False Silver-bottom Brown
(Pseudonympha magoides) and Wichgraf's Mountain Hillside Brown (Stygionympha wichgrafi
williami). In a stream bed I saw Tsomo Mountain Blue (Harpendyreus tsomo) and on a rocky ridge,
Natal Russet (Aloeides penningtoni). On my way down the hillside, I encountered a few Grizzled
Cupid (Orachrysops subravus).
On our way home, we stopped at Ingeli, but by this time it had clouded over, and little was flying,
other than a couple of Forest Caper White (Belenois zochalia zochalia).

Natal Russet
(Aloeides penningtoni)
Mt Currie, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Wichgraf's Mountain Hillside Brown
(Stygionympha wichgrafi williami)
Mt Currie, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Forest Caper White
(Belenois zochalia zochalia)
Ingeli, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

The following day was extremely windy; Oribi Gorge is often a good option in these conditions and
so it proved, with numerous Whites feeding on Lantana in sheltered forest margins. There were a
few Coast Purple Tip (Colotis erone) and Autumn-leaf Vagrant (Afrodryas leda), plus the usual
Small Ant-heap White (Dixeia pigea) and Eastern Pointed Caper White (Belenois gidica
abyssinica). Other butterflies included Large Flat (Apallaga mokeezi mokeezi) and Pondo Shadefly
(Coenyra aurantiaca). I saw a solitary Eastern Yellow-banded Evening Brown (Gnophodes
diversa), the first time that I’ve encountered this butterfly at Oribi - unfortunately, I couldn’t follow it
in the undergrowth, so no photos.

Large Flat
(Apallaga mokeezi mokeezi)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Coast Purple Tip
(Colotis erone)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Autumn-leaf Vagrant
(Afrodryas leda)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Despite a few highlights, my overall impression from KZN was that butterflies (and birds) were
worryingly scarce; Peter Ward reported similar findings from Cintsa East further down the coast
during the same period.
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Leisure Bay Revisited (Jeremy Dobson)
Christopher returned to South Africa for a holiday in December and we accompanied him and his
wife, Charlise, for a brief holiday at Leisure Bay. My most vivid memories of the trip were an
extraordinary rainstorm, a thunder and lightning “fireworks” display at sea and a ski-boat fishing
trip. The latter reminded me, once again, that a boat trip after a heavy night out is never a good
idea. Nonetheless, we caught some nice fish and saw a few flying fish off the Shelly Beach coast.
As for my earlier trip to the KZN South Coast in November, butterflies weren’t great, but we
recorded a few noteworthy species: Natal Opal (Chrysoritis natalensis), White-spotted Ketsi Giant
Cupid (Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula) and Lesser Fig-tree Blue (Myrina dermaptera
dermaptera) at Izingolweni and Black-spotted Ranger (Kedestes macomo) and Coast Purple Tip
(Colotis erone) at Oribi Gorge. The Old Pont at Umtamvuna was very quiet, although we kicked up
a solitary Eastern Yellow-banded Evening Brown (Gnophodes diversa).

Southern Narrow Green-banded
Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Forest Elfin
(Sarangesa motozi)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Lesser Fig-tree Blue
(Myrina dermaptera dermaptera)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Pointed Caper White
(Belenois gidica abyssinica)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

False Dotted Border
(Belenois thysa thysa)
Old Pont, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Natal Opal
(Chrysoritis natalensis)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Veined Swordtail
(Graphium leonidas leonidas)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Southern Sapphire
(Iolaus silas)
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Black-spotted Ranger
(Kedestes macomo)
Oribi Gorge, KZN
Jeremy Dobson
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre
There are no new developments, unfortunately. We have received a detailed budget for the
proposed butterfly centre – we now need to find sponsors / investors.
Central to the Butterfly Centre will be the collection of African Lepidoptera specimens. Many of you
have submitted the Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections and I’ve already
received bequests for about a quarter of a million specimens – thanks to everyone who has replied
so far.
ABC Questionnaire
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Butterfly Evenings
Bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings at Ruimsig Country Club are to be reinstated – details to follow
shortly.

BOOKS
LepSoc Africa Book Stock
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D.
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and
R175 respectively.
Please order using the LSA Website
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows:
From the Home page, select the Publications tab
at the top of the page.
Select Shop near the top-right of this page.
Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of
Metamorphosis contained on this page.
Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page.
Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require
and Place Order!
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Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural
History (Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark Williams)
This book has been produced from a manuscript prepared by
the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torben’s inimitable style.
All taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the
book includes the latest English names for the 279 species
recorded from Botswana. All profits – at least from the first print
run – will be donated to LepSoc Africa.
Torben’s manuscript was based on his findings over the years
that that he lived in Botswana (1989-1992); he had pretty much
completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated however and there have been
numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many highly intelligent people, Torben
could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: knocking this book into shape has
been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the assistance of my co-authors,
especially Mark who has edited the text and helped me with the illustrations. To give the book a
clean and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens (taken from Afrotropical Butterflies)
and “cut-out” images of live butterflies.
Books may be ordered from me (jchdobson@gmail.com) and are on sale for R550 for the regular
soft cover or R850 for a hard-cover edition (the hard-cover version is already sold out, however if
there is sufficient demand we will print more).
Please contact Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com to order your copy.

An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams)
The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly
species, many of which are endemic to the region; this superb book is
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies!
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased
online (in the UK) for £23.99.
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to
postage and import charges but should be about R 600 or a little more.
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com
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Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic
revisions.
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify
importing another tranche.
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas.

Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini)
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families:
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers.
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider
area.
I am “importing” five copies of this book, so please contact me at
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy.

Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker)
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae.
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude.
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be
available from Hermann Staude.
hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de
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Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
(Steve Woodhall)
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies.
Butterflies of South Africa

COLLECTORS CORNER
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan
McErlaine (082 446 5136).
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies.
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”.
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability.
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies
CC)
www.madhornet.co.za
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
076 563 2084
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FEATURES
English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson)
There has been significant progress with the English Names project in the last two months. Firstly,
Thomas Desloges has produced a comprehensive list for Charaxes (Africa’s largest genus, with
457 taxa). Thomas’s proposed names are listed in this article, although the names have not yet
been fully reviewed by the English Naming panel. For information, I’ve included a link to Thomas’s
motivations for his names (below):
Charaxes - Thomas Desloges
Secondly, Bennie and André Coetzer have produced a list of common names for another large
genus, Papilio. This list must still be completed to include subspecific names and will be included
in March’s newsletter.
I noted in September’s newsletter, perhaps rather flippantly, that LepSoc Africa would ignore
current convention regarding the use of capital letters for common names.
Etienne Terblanche - who is far more qualified than me to talk on this subject - has leapt to the
defence of modern language and has noted, quite correctly, that current convention represents an
evolution based on Linguistic Correctness, rather than Political Correctness, as I’d implied. The
use of capital letters for common names (except in the case of proper nouns) is incorrect in
modern practice.
My point should rather have stressed that, whatever the reasons, the non-use of capital letters is
confusing, and this is very easy to demonstrate. Say for example I’d seen a large, blue
Lepidochysops, that I was unable to identify with confidence. I’d write “I saw a large blue Giant
Cupid”; modern convention would dictate that I wrote “I saw a large blue giant cupid”, although I’d
waste time agonizing about whether “Cupid” should have a capital letter or not. No real problems
so far, but what if there was a butterfly called the Blue Giant Cupid, or perhaps a subspecies of
this butterfly called the Large Blue Giant Cupid? I’m sure you can see where I’m going with this –
modern convention cannot adequately differentiate between the various possible meanings of
common names in written English.
The omission of capital letters simply doesn’t work. I rest my case - not that I think there is a case
to answer. LepSoc Africa will publish a list of English names for African butterflies, with capital
letters used throughout, despite this being contrary to an ill-thought-out modern convention. I will
treat common names without capital letters, submitted for inclusion in this newsletter, as spelling
mistakes!
Talking about “Giant Cupid”, while this has been derived from Torben Larsen’s name for
Lepidochrysops, it has its detractors…
Dave Edge prefers Ant Blue. This isn’t bad, although the name is already in use for Australian
Acrodipsas and of course many Lepidochrysops are not blue; I believe we can do better. Alan
Gardiner has suggested we simply use “Lepi”, which is the name that many of us already for
Lepidochrysops in the field. What do you think?
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The English naming panel held a meeting on 16 December and “Approved” the proposed names
for the Bicyclus genus (largely, as submitted by Thomas Desloges and me).
A link to the current “approved” list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means
final but have been “banked” to allow us to move on to other groups.
English Names - Approved List - Jan 2022
There are 1941 taxa on the “Approved” list (29.9% of the Afrotropical list), while a further 2041
(31.4%) taxa have been “Named”. “Named” only applies in instances where an entire genus has
been completed – other names have no status.
At the current rate of progress, I’d guess we will complete our list sometime in 2025. I’d like to post
this list on the LSA website for a six-month period, during which comments or alternatives will be
called for. All the alternative names must be accompanied by a brief motivation.
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted,
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending
on the number of “alternatives” received, I hope that we can publish our final list in
Metamorphosis, early in 2026.
The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the
names currently in print, are the placeholders and are the names used in this newsletter. These
names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least one alternative
proposal will be subjected to a vote.
OBJECTIVES
1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names.
2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!
3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world.
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GUIDELINES
1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size,
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.
2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern
subspecies.
3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus
entabeni) for example.
METHOD AND PROGRAM
Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published
English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the
tables below.
2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed
as an alternative proposal under your name.
3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to
go; about four years at the current rate.
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list
1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain.
2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been
completed.
We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been “approved” already).
There are currently 6497 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 336 genera.
We have “completed” names for 264 genera (73.2%).
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GENUS

GENUS NAME

Charaxes
Euphaedra
Acraea
Iolaus
Bebearia
Mylothris
Lepidochrysops
Papilio
Cymothoe
Telchinia
Bicyclus
Anthene
Euriphene
Liptena
Colotis
Neptis
Apallaga
Pentila
Aloeides
Ornipholidotos
Heteropsis
Chrysoritis
Amauris
Graphium
Belenois
Pilodeudorix
Neurellipes
Cephetola
Stempfferia
Aslauga
Pseudacraea
Cigaritis
Aphnaeus
Euptera
Telipna
Lachnocnema
Strabena
Deudorix
Hypolycaena
Thestor
Micropentila
Alaena
Abantis
Uranothauma
Euchrysops
Junonia
Pseudaletis
Triclema
Axiocerses
Baliochila
Mimacraea
Sarangesa
Celaenorrhinus
Eagris
Platylesches
Ypthima
Afriodinia

Charaxes
Forester
Acraea
Sapphire
Small Forester
Dotted Border
Giant Cupid
Swallowtail
Glider
Amber
Bush Brown
Ciliate Blue
Nymph
Liptena
Tip
Sailer
Yellow Sprite
Spotted Buff
Russet
Glasswing
Low-eye
Opal
Friar
Swordtail
Caper White
Blue Playboy
Zebra Hairtail
Dark Flash
Plain Flash
Purple
False Acraea
Silverline
Highflier
Pilot
Telipna
Woolly Legs
High-eye
Playboy
Fairy Hairstreak
Skolly
Dots
Zulu
Paradise Skipper
Heart
Smoky Blue
Pansy
Fantasy
Small Hairtail
Scarlet
Mottled Buff
Acraea Mimic
Elfin
Dark Sprite
Flat
Hopper
Three-ring
Judy

COUNT
457
353
206
174
166
164
158
157
153
150
125
107
107
102
94
94
88
81
75
75
70
69
66
66
65
65
64
55
52
51
51
46
44
44
39
38
37
35
35
35
34
33
32
32
31
31
31
29
28
28
28
28
27
27
27
26
25

GENUS
Precis
Sevenia
Hypolimnas
Mimeresia
Pseudathyma
Appias
Coeliades
Falcuna
Gorgyra
Metisella
Brakefieldia
Dixeia
Iridana
Capys
Neocoenyra
Borbo
Ceratrichia
Cerautola
Cupidesthes
Eresina
Geritola
Kedestes
Pseudonympha
Tetrarhanis
Aphysoneura
Stugeta
Eicochrysops
Eresiomera
Ernsta
Euryphura
Harpendyreus
Leptotes
Thermoniphas
Chloroselas
Hewitsonia
Paradeudorix
Artitropa
Tuxentius
Andronymus
Eretis
Osmodes
Leptosia
Tarucus
Terias
Leptomyrina
Meza
Nepheronia
Palla
Perrotia
Stygionympha
Willema
Gretna
Hypophytala
Myrina
Orachrysops
Vanessa
Caenides

GENUS NAME
Commodore
Tree Nymph
Diadem
Harlequin
False Sailer
Albatross
Policeman
Marble
Leaf Sitter
Sylph
Patroller
Small White
Sapphire Gem
Protea
Round Ringlet
Swift
Forest Sylph
Angled Flash
Light Hairtail
Tree Buff
Light Flash
Ranger
Brown
On-off
Bamboo Ringlet
Marbled Sapphire
Ash Blue
Pearly
Sandman
Commander
Mountain Blue
Zebra Blue
Chalk Blue
Gem
Tiger Flash
Fairy Playboy
Night-fighter
Pie
Dart
Elf
White-spots
Spirit
Pierrot
Grass Yellow
Black-eye
Missile
Vagrant
Palla
Bamboo Dart
Hillside Brown
Sylph
Twilight Skipper
Banded Flash
Fig-tree Blue
Cupid
Admiral
Recluse

COUNT
25
25
24
24
24
23
23
23
23
23
22
22
22
21
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
19
19
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
17
17
16
16
15
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
12
12
12
12
11
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GENUS
Nervia
Trimenia
Acleros
Cacyreus
Colias
Eurytela
Leona
Pteroteinon
Azanus
Chondrolepis
Cooksonia
Deloneura
Issoria
Lipaphnaeus
Oboronia
Oxylides
Scopulifera
Citrinophila
Durbania
Euliphyra
Fulda
Helna
Neita
Obania
Pardaleodes
Protogoniomorpha
Tarsocera
Teriomima
Antanartia
Ariadne
Calleagris
Dingana
Hemiolaus
Larinopoda
Salamis
Serradinga
Spialia
Syrmoptera
Teracolus
Torbenia
Zophopetes
Argemma
Chilades
Dira
Epitolina
Fresna
Hypoleucis
Melphina
Paracleros
Phalanta
Phasis
Pontia
Tagiades
Torynesis
Tsitana
Astictopterus
Aterica

GENUS NAME
Painted Ranger
Silver-spotted Copper
Dusky Dart
Bronze
Clouded Yellow
Piper
Large Recluse
Red-eye
Babul Blue
Snow-horned Skipper
Tiger Mimic
Large Buff
Fritillary
Silver Speckle
Ginger Blue
False Head
Orange Sprite
Lemon Buff
Rocksitter
Witch
Malagasy Hopper
Dusky Buff
Large Ringlet
Obania
Trailblazer
Mother-of-Pearl
Spring Widow
Yellow Buff
Admiral
Castor
Milky Flat
Widow
Hairstreak
Pierid Buff
Mother-of-Pearl
Speckled Widow
Sandman
False Head
Tip
Glasswing
Palm Night-fighter
Forest Sylph
Jewel
Autumn Widow
Dull Flash
Acraea Hopper
Oblique Skipper
Forest Swift
Dusky Dart
Leopard
Arrowhead
Meadow White
Clouded Flat
Veined Widow
Sylph
Dark Ranger
Glade Nymph

COUNT
11
11
10
10
10
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5

GENUS
Byblia
Danaus
Euploea
Evena
Gnophodes
Hovala
Libythea
Melphinyet
Paronymus
Physcaeneura
Pinacopteryx
Pseudopontia
Semalea
Spalgis
Tirumala
Actizera
Agyllia
Ampittia
Apaturopsis
Argyrocheila
Cassionympha
Cnodontes
Coenyropsis
Cupidopsis
Dapidodigma
Dotta
Durbaniella
Epitola
Erikssonia
Etesiolaus
Euthecta
Gegenes
Haydonia
Hewitola
Hypomyrina
Lissia
Lycaena
Megalopalpus
Monza
Neptidopsis
Ortholexis
Paralethe
Parasiomera
Parnara
Parosmodes
Pseuderesia
Saribia
Teniorhinus
Toxochitona
Vanessula
Zeritis
Afrogegenes
Caprona
Catopsilia
Ceratricula
Coenyra
Crudaria

GENUS NAME
Joker
Tiger
Crow
Large Pathfinder
Evening Brown
Malagasy Yellow Sylph
Snout
Forest Swift
Large Dart
Webbed Ringlet
Zebra White
Ghost
Silky Skipper
Harvester
Monarch
Rayed Blue
Sandman
Ranger
Empress
Fairy Buff
Dull Brown
Plain Buff
Lined Ringlet
Meadow Blue
Virgin
Spangled Ranger
Rocksitter
Pointed Flash
Acraea Copper
Green Sapphire
Small Buff
Dodger
Evening Brown
Pointed Flash
Orange Playboy
Hermit
Copper
Harvester
Grass Skipper
False Sailer
Scarce Sprite
Bush Beauty
Harlequin
Watchman
Orange
Harlequin
Malagasy Judy
Small Fox
Fluttering Buff
Lady’s Maid
Checkered Gem
Dodger
Ragged Skipper
Migrant
Tufted Forest Sylph
Shadefly
Grey

COUNT
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
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GENUS
Cyrestis
Eresinopsides
Euchloe
Flandria
Galerga
Gamia
Hallelesis
Harma
Kakumia
Kallimoides
Leucochitonea
Malaza
Melitaea
Mesoxantha
Monile
Phytala
Pieris
Prosopalpus
Pseudonacaduba
Teratoneura
Torbenlarsenia
Tylopaedia
Xanthodisca
Zenonia
Zintha
Acada
Aethiopana
Alenia
Bettonula
Brephidium
Brusa
Catacroptera
Cynandra
Elphinstonia
Elymnias
Eronia
Euryphurana
Freyeria
Hollandus
Kobelana
Lachnoptera
Lafron
Lasiommata
Luthrodes
Mashuna
Melampias
Melanitis
Neaveia
Osphantes
Paternympha
Pelopidas
Procampta
Pseudoneptis
Ptelina
Pyrrhochalcia
Rhabdomantis
Tekliades

GENUS NAME
Map
Mottled Tree Buff
Green-striped White
Forest Sylph
Malagasy Sylph
Grand Skipper
Cream Ringlet
Angular Glider
Ant Buff
African Leaf
White-cloaked Skipper
Underwing
False Fritillary
Drury’s Delight
Jewelled Hairtail
Giant Flash
Cabbage White
Dwarf Skipper
Lineblue
Isabella
Swift
King Copper
Yellow Disc
Spotted Hopper
Pierrot
Axehead
Acraea Flash
Dancer
Brown Sprite
Pygmy Blue
Marbled Swift
Pirate
Brilliant Nymph
Green-striped White
Palmfly
Vine-leaf Vagrant
Noble Commander
Jewel
Pointed Trailblazer
Dark Flat
Leopard
Sorrel Copper
Wall Brown
Jewel
Marsh Ringlet
Boland Brown
Evening Brown
Pierine Blue
Lobed Skipper
Small Ringlet
Branded Swift
Elf
False Sailer
Bordered Buff
Policeman
Large Fox
Policeman

COUNT
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

GENUS
Triskelionia
Xanthonymus
Zizeeria
Aeropetes
Afrodryas
Ankola
Argynnis
Argyraspodes
Batelusia
Birabiro
Calopieris
Carcharodus
Catochrysops
Cesa
Congdonia
Ducarmeia
Durbaniopsis
Erionota
Euryphaedra
Gideona
Gomalia
Gyrogra
Hamanumida
Herila
Hipparchia
Isoteinon
Katreus
Kipepeo
Kumothales
Lampides
Lepella
Mallika
Mashunoides
Moltena
Mopala
Neoepitola
Netrobalane
Noctulana
Oraidium
Pardopsis
Pharmacophagus
Ploetzia
Powellana
Pseudargynnis
Pseudoneaveia
Smerina
Tumerepedes
Vansomerenia
Ypthimomorpha
Zizina
Zizula

GENUS NAME
Tricerate Elfin
Yellow Disc
Grass Blue
Mountain Pride
Autumn-leaf Vagrant
Red Disc
Fritillary
Silver-spotted Copper
Zebra Flash
Jewel
Desert Beauty
Mallow Sandman
Shiny Blue
Gem
Plain Buff
Evening Brown
Rocksitter
Banana Skipper
Pointed Nymph
Pointed Tip
Green-marbled Sandman
Leaf Sitter
Guineafowl
Woodland Trailblazer
Grayling
Dark Ranger
Giant Sprite
Jewel
Congo Nymph
Pea Blue
Central Sylph
Jackson’s Leaf
Marsh Ringlet
Strelitzia Night-fighter
Forest-path Skipper
Congo Flash
Buff-tipped Skipper
Brown Forest Swift
Dwarf Blue
Polka Dot
Swallowtail
Malagasy Night-fighter
Congo Flash
Leopard Nymph
Congo Flash
Leopard
Nigerian Buff
Savanna Gem
Three-ring
Clover Blue
Gaika Blue

COUNT
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
6497
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The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Charaxes (457 taxa), Tarucus (14 taxa),
Syrmoptera (7 taxa), Toxochitona (4 taxa), Procampta (2 taxa), Mashunoides (1 taxon).
ENGLISH NAME
Pointed Dark Elf
Scalloped Dark Elf
Balkan Pierrot
Chequered Pierrot
Northern Chequered Pierrot
Dark Pierrot
Grey Pierrot
Turkana Pierrot
Sahel Pierrot
Socotra Pierrot
Mediterranean Pierrot
Desert Dotted Pierrot
Dotted Pierrot
African Pierrot
Vivid Pierrot
Savanna Pierrot
Uganda Fluttering Buff
Mustard Fluttering Buff
Dotted Fluttering Buff
Large Fluttering Buff
White False Head
Narrow-lined False Head
Bangui False Head
Angled False Head
Dark False Head
Congo Dark False Head
Topaz False Head
Mimic Emperor
Pointed Pearl Emperor
Pale Pointed Pearl Emperor
Dark Pointed Pearl Emperor
Mt. Kulal Pointed Pearl Emperor
Mulanje Pointed Pearl Emperor
Nyika Pointed Pearl Emperor
Large Pointed Pearl Emperor
Square Pointed Pearl Emperor
Shimba Pointed Pearl Emperor
Orange Pointed Pearl Emperor
Contrasting Pointed Pearl Emperor
Blue Pointed Pearl Emperor
Usambara Pointed Pearl Emperor
Sharp Pointed Pearl Emperor
Montane Bamboo Emperor
Stellar Blue Emperor
Pale Stellar Blue Emperor
Western Stellar Blue Emperor
Great Stellar Blue Emperor
Watchful Emperor
Malagasy Smoky-barred Emperor
Triple-banded Silver Emperor
Double-banded Silver Emperor
Split Emperor
Shadowy Split Emperor
Kilimanjaro Split Emperor
Sudan Split Emperor
Kigoma Split Emperor
Rear Split Emperor
Pure Split Emperor

FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME
Procampta admiratio
Procampta rara
Tarucus balkanica balkanica
Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri
Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis
Tarucus grammicus
Tarucus kiki
Tarucus kulala
Tarucus legrasi
Tarucus quadratus
Tarucus rosacea
Tarucus sybaris linearis
Tarucus sybaris sybaris
Tarucus theophrastus
Tarucus thespis
Tarucus ungemachi
Toxochitona ankole
Toxochitona gerda
Toxochitona sankuru
Toxochitona vansomereni
Syrmoptera amasa
Syrmoptera bonifacei
Syrmoptera caritas
Syrmoptera homeyerii
Syrmoptera melanomitra melanomitra
Syrmoptera melanomitra nivea
Syrmoptera mixtura
Charaxes (Charaxes) acraeoides
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus acuminatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus cottrelli
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus kigezia
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus kulalae
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus mlanji
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus nyika
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus oreas
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus rondonis
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus shimbanus
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus stonehamiana
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus teitensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus thiryi
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus usambarensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus vumba
Charaxes (Charaxes) alticola
Charaxes (Charaxes) ameliae ameliae
Charaxes (Charaxes) ameliae amelina
Charaxes (Charaxes) ameliae doumeti
Charaxes (Charaxes) ameliae victoriae
Charaxes (Charaxes) analava
Charaxes (Charaxes) andara
Charaxes (Charaxes) andranodorus andranodorus
Charaxes (Charaxes) andranodorus andrefana
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei ansorgei
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei jacksoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei kilimanjarica
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei kinyeti
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei kungwensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei levicki
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei loita

AUTHOR
Larsen & Rawlins, 2014
Holland, 1892
(Freyer, 1843)
(Trimen, 1883)
Quickelberge, 1972
(Grose-Smith & Kirby, [1893])
Larsen, 1976
Evans, 1955
Stempffer, 1948
Ogilvie-Grant, 1899
(Austaut, 1885)
(Aurivillius, [1924])
(Hopffer, 1855)
(Fabricius, 1793)
(Linnaeus, 1764)
Stempffer, 1942
Stempffer, 1967
(Kirby, 1890)
Stempffer, 1961
(Stempffer, 1954)
(Hewitson, [1869])
Stempffer, 1961
Libert, 2004
(Dewitz, 1879)
Karsch, 1895
Joicey & Talbot, 1924
(Hulstaert, 1924)
Druce, 1908
Thurau, 1903
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1975
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1963
Talbot, 1932
Kielland, 1987
van Someren, 1963
Collins & Larsen, 1991
van Someren, 1963
Bouyer & Vingerhoedt, 2001
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1963
Grünberg, 1911
Doumet, 1861
Joicey & Talbot, 1925
Henning, 1989
van Someren, 1972
Ward, 1872
Ward, 1873
Mabille, 1884
Viette, 1975
Rothschild, 1897
Poulton, 1933
van Someren, 1967
Plantrou, 1989
van Someren, 1967
Poulton, 1933
Plantrou, 1982
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Rwanda Split Emperor
Dentate Split Emperor
Large-spotted Split Emperor
Ufipa Split Emperor
Malagasy Green-veined Emperor
Venerable Emperor
Socotra Emperor
Radiating Blue Emperor
Bioko Silver Emperor
Two-spot Blue Emperor
Untailed Two-spot Blue Emperor
Large Blue Emperor
Congolese Large Blue Emperor
Orange Bamboo Emperor
Eastern White-barred Emperor
Narrow White-barred Emperor
White-barred Emperor
Southern White-barred Emperor
Pemba White-barred Emperor
Green-veined Emperor
Pemba Giant Emperor
Giant Emperor
Grand Comore Giant Emperor
Pale Giant Emperor
Blue-spotted Emperor
Strong Blue-spotted Emperor
Coastal Blue-spotted Emperor
Nairobi Blue-spotted Emperor
Brilliant Blue-spotted Emperor
Dark Green-veined Emperor
Streaked Emperor
Narrow Streaked Emperor
Tanzanian Streaked Emperor
Short-tailed Streaked Emperor
Sandy Streaked Emperor
Sao Tome Pearl Emperor
Nyika Emperor
Brazzaville Silver-barred Emperor
Silver-barred Emperor
Soutpansberg Silver-barred Emperor
Kenyan Silver-barred Emperor
Drakensburg Silver-barred Emperor
Sombre Silver-barred Emperor
Tanzanian Silver-barred Emperor
Thick Silver-barred Emperor
Brown Silver-barred Emperor
Blouberg Silver-barred Emperor
Pale Silver-barred Emperor
Teita Silver-barred Emperor
Sudanese Silver-barred Emperor
Dark Silver-barred Emperor
Auburn Silver Emperor
Cream-bordered Emperor
Clean Marbled Silver Emperor
Kagoro Marbled Silver Emperor
Kampala Marbled Silver Emperor
Marbled Silver Emperor
Guinean Marbled Silver Emperor
Imatong Marbled Silver Emperor
Black Marbled Silver Emperor
Nyungwe Marbled Silver Emperor
Short-barred Marbled Silver Emperor
Copperbelt Marbled Silver Emperor

Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei ruandana
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei rydoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei simoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) ansorgei ufipa
Charaxes (Charaxes) antamboulou
Charaxes (Charaxes) antiquus
Charaxes (Charaxes) balfouri
Charaxes (Charaxes) barnsi
Charaxes (Charaxes) biokoensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) bipunctatus bipunctatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) bipunctatus ugandensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) bohemani bohemani
Charaxes (Charaxes) bohemani matakall
Charaxes (Charaxes) boueti boueti
Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus alcyone
Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus angustus
Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus brutus
Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus natalensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus roberti
Charaxes (Charaxes) candiope
Charaxes (Charaxes) castor arthuri
Charaxes (Charaxes) castor castor
Charaxes (Charaxes) castor comoranus
Charaxes (Charaxes) castor flavifasciatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) cithaeron cithaeron
Charaxes (Charaxes) cithaeron joanae
Charaxes (Charaxes) cithaeron kennethi
Charaxes (Charaxes) cithaeron nairobicus
Charaxes (Charaxes) cithaeron nyasae
Charaxes (Charaxes) cowani
Charaxes (Charaxes) cynthia cynthia
Charaxes (Charaxes) cynthia kinduana
Charaxes (Charaxes) cynthia mukuyu
Charaxes (Charaxes) cynthia parvicaudatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) cynthia sabulosus
Charaxes (Charaxes) defulvata
Charaxes (Charaxes) dowsetti
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus brazza
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus druceanus
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus entabeni
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus katamayu
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus moerens
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus obscura
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus praestans
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus proximans
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus septentrionalis
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus solitaria
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus stevensoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus teita
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus vivianae
Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus williamsi
Charaxes (Charaxes) ducarmei
Charaxes (Charaxes) epijasius
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus amaurus
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus boersmana
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus cabacus
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus eudoxus
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus goubandana
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus imatongensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus katerae
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus lequeuxi
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus mechowi
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus mitchelli

Talbot, 1932
van Someren, 1967
Turlin, 1987
Kielland, 1978
Lucas, 1872
Joicey & Talbot, 1926
Butler, 1881
Joicey & Talbot, 1927
Canu, 1989
Rothschild, 1894
van Someren, 1972
Felder & Felder, 1859
Darge, 1985
Feisthamel, 1850
Stoneham, 1943
Rothschild, 1900
(Cramer, [1779])
Staudinger, [1885]
Turlin, 1987
(Godart, [1824])
van Someren, 1971
(Cramer, 1775)
Rothschild, 1903
Butler, 1895
Felder & Felder, 1859
van Someren, 1964
Poulton, 1926
van Son, 1953
van Someren, 1964
Butler, 1878
Butler, 1866
Le Cerf, 1923
van Someren, 1969
Lathy, 1925
Talbot, 1928
Joicey & Talbot, 1926
Henning, 1989
Turlin, 1987
Butler, 1869
van Someren, 1963
Plantrou, 1982
Jordan, 1936
Rebel, 1914
Turlin, 1989
Joicey & Talbot, 1922
Henning & Henning, 1992
Henning & Henning, 1992
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1939
Plantrou, 1982
Plantrou, 1982
Plantrou, 1982
Reiche [1850]
Poulton, 1929
Plantrou, 1980
Jordan, 1925
(Drury, 1782)
Nicat, 2002
Plantrou, 1982
Carpenter, 1937
Rothschild, 1900
Rothschild, 1900
Plantrou & Howarth, 1977
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Dark Marbled Silver Emperor
Zambian Marbled Silver Emperor
Forester Emperor
Pallid Forester Emperor
Forest Pearl Emperor
Lesser Forest Pearl Emperor
Greater Forest Pearl Emperor
Dark Forest Pearl Emperor
Angolan Forest Pearl Emperor
Western Forest Pearl Emperor
Hybrid Emperor
Red-striped White Emperor
Oman Cream-banded Emperor
Narrow Cream-banded Emperor
Cream-banded Emperor
Paler Cream-banded Emperor
Yemen Cream-banded Emperor
White-spotted Imperial Blue Emperor
Congolese Imperial Blue Emperor
Ngara Imperial Blue Emperor
Imperial Blue Emperor
Long-tailed Imperial Blue Emperor
Bioko Imperial Blue Emperor
Lualaba Imperial Blue Emperor
Short-tailed Imperial Blue Emperor
Nyungwe Imperial Blue Emperor
Dark Forester Emperor
Slender-banded Emperor
Compact Slender-banded Emperor
Blue-patch Emperor
Northern Blue-patch Emperor
Pemba Silver-striped Emperor
Kimboza Silver-striped Emperor
Silver-striped Emperor
Magombera Silver-striped Emperor
Bounded White Emperor
Victorious Emperor
Principe Emperor
Intermediate Violet-washed Emperor
Violet-washed Emperor
Large Violet-washed Emperor
Angolan Violet-washed Emperor
Zambian Violet-washed Emperor
Dark Toothed Silver Emperor
Toothed Silver Emperor
Mwanihana Toothed Silver Emperor
Graceful White Emperor
Angolan Wild Bamboo Emperor
Wild Bamboo Emperor
Sapphire Blue Emperor
Tanzanian Bowed Blue Emperor
Exquisite Blue Emperor
Copperbelt Blue Emperor
Mt. Cameroon Silver Emperor
Highland Blue Emperor
Comoro Pearl Emperor
Darker Noble White Emperor
Noble White Emperor
Fairer Noble White Emperor
Equatorial Lesser Blue Emperor
Malabo Lesser Blue Emperor
Ethiopian Lesser Blue Emperor
Lesser Blue Emperor

Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus raffaellae
Charaxes (Charaxes) eudoxus zambiae
Charaxes (Charaxes) fournierae fournierae
Charaxes (Charaxes) fournierae vandenberghei
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens fulvescens
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens imenti
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens marialuisae
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens monitor
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens rubenarturi
Charaxes (Charaxes) fulvescens senegala
Charaxes (Charaxes) fuscus
Charaxes (Charaxes) hadrianus
Charaxes (Charaxes) hansali arabica
Charaxes (Charaxes) hansali baringana
Charaxes (Charaxes) hansali hansali
Charaxes (Charaxes) hansali kulalae
Charaxes (Charaxes) hansali yemeni
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis albipuncta
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis dargei
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis graziellae
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis imperialis
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis lisomboensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis nathaliae
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis pauliani
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis ugandicus
Charaxes (Charaxes) imperialis werneri
Charaxes (Charaxes) jolybouyeri
Charaxes (Charaxes) junius junius
Charaxes (Charaxes) junius somalicus
Charaxes (Charaxes) lactetinctus lactetinctus
Charaxes (Charaxes) lactetinctus ungemachi
Charaxes (Charaxes) lasti aromatisinsulae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lasti kimbozae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lasti lasti
Charaxes (Charaxes) lasti magomberae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lecerfi
Charaxes (Charaxes) legeri
Charaxes (Charaxes) lemosi
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucretius intermedius
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucretius lucretius
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucretius maximus
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucretius saldanhai
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucretius schofieldi
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucyae gabriellae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucyae lucyae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lucyae mwanihanae
Charaxes (Charaxes) lydiae
Charaxes (Charaxes) macclounii carvalhoi
Charaxes (Charaxes) macclounii macclounii
Charaxes (Charaxes) mixtus mixtus
Charaxes (Charaxes) mixtus tanzanicus
Charaxes (Charaxes) monteiri
Charaxes (Charaxes) murphyi
Charaxes (Charaxes) musakensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) nandina
Charaxes (Charaxes) nicati
Charaxes (Charaxes) nobilis claudei
Charaxes (Charaxes) nobilis nobilis
Charaxes (Charaxes) nobilis rosaemariae
Charaxes (Charaxes) numenes aequatorialis
Charaxes (Charaxes) numenes malabo
Charaxes (Charaxes) numenes neumanni
Charaxes (Charaxes) numenes numenes

Plantrou, 1982
van Someren, 1970
Le Moult, 1930
Collins, 1982
(Aurivillius, 1891)
Plantrou, 1989
Rothschild, 1900
Rothschild, 1900
Biver-de-Sousa & Mendes, 2017
van Someren, 1975
Plantrou, 1967
Ward, 1871
Riley, 1931
Rothschild, 1905
Felder, [1867]
van Someren, 1975
Turlin, 1998
Joicey & Talbot, 1920
Collins, 1989
Turlin, 1989
Butler, 1874
van Someren, 1975
Canu, 1989
Rousseau-Decelle, 1933
van Someren, 1972
Turlin, 1989
Vingerhoedt, 1998
Oberthür, 1880
Rothschild, 1900
Karsch, 1892
Le Cerf, 1927
Darge, 2011
Kielland, 1984
Grose-Smith, 1889
Kielland, 1984
Lathy, 1925
Plantrou, 1978
Joicey & Talbot, 1927
van Someren, 1971
Cramer, 1775
van Someren, 1971
Bivar de Sousa, 1983
Plantrou, 1989
Turlin & Chovet, 1987
van Someren, 1975
Kielland, 1982
Holland, 1917
Bivar de Sousa, 1983
Butler, 1895
Rothschild, 1894
Kielland, 1988
Staudinger, [1886]
Collins, 1989
Darge, 1973
Rothschild & Jordan, 1901
Canu, 1991
Le Moult, 1933
Druce, 1873
Rousseau-Decelle, 1934
van Someren, 1972
Turlin, 1998
Rothschild, 1902
(Hewitson, [1859])
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Obudu Pearl Emperor
Mixed Emperor
Sao Tome Emperor
Eventide Blue Emperor
Blended Emperor
Protea Emperor
Uzungwa Sharp Blue Emperor
Sharp Blue Emperor
Ethiopia Emperor
Mosaic Silver Emperor
Bioko Black-bordered Emperor
Spotted Black-bordered Emperor
Narrow Black-bordered Emperor
Rufous Black-bordered Emperor
Greater Black-bordered Emperor
Zanzibar Black-bordered Emperor
Black-bordered Emperor
Blazing Large Fiery Demon
Burning Large Fiery Demon
Bioko Large Fiery Demon
Flaming Large Fiery Demon
Large Fiery Demon
Smoldering Large Fiery Demon
Western Powder-blue Emperor
Nigerian Powder-blue Emperor
Coastal Powder-blue Emperor
Intense Powder-blue Emperor
Pale Powder-blue Emperor
Powder-blue Emperor
Zambian Powder-blue Emperor
Zomba Powder-blue Emperor
Red Bamboo Emperor
Webbed Silver Emperor
Eastern Webbed Silver Emperor
Mayotte Pearl Emperor
Painted Emporer
Katanga Emerald Blue Emperor
Western Emerald Blue Emperor
Cerulean Emerald Blue Emperor
Mt. Elgon Emerald Blue Emperor
Didinga Emerald Blue Emperor
Purple Emerald Blue Emperor
Kagera Emerald Blue Emperor
Tanzanian Emerald Blue Emperor
Broken Emerald Blue Emperor
Small Emerald Blue Emperor
Emerald Blue Emperor
Violet Emerald Blue Emperor
Superb White Emperor
Manengouba Mountain Silver Emperor
Mountain Silver Emperor
Sao Tome Green-veined Emperor
Bioko Irregular Blue Emperor
Gilded Irregular Blue Emperor
Irregular Blue Emperor
Eastern Irregular Blue Emperor
Dark Arabian Pearl Emperor
Bright Arabian Pearl Emperor
Southern African Pearl Emperor
African Pearl Emperor
Socotra Green-veined Emperor
Maritime Violet-spotted Blue Emperor
Broad Violet-spotted Blue Emperor

Charaxes (Charaxes) obudoensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) octavus
Charaxes (Charaxes) odysseus
Charaxes (Charaxes) overlaeti
Charaxes (Charaxes) patergodarti
Charaxes (Charaxes) pelias
Charaxes (Charaxes) phenix daniellae
Charaxes (Charaxes) phenix phenix
Charaxes (Charaxes) phoebus
Charaxes (Charaxes) phraortes
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux annamariae
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux gazanus
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux geminus
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux maua
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux mira
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux piersoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) pollux pollux
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea azota
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea catenaria
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea cedrici
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea nothodes
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea protoclea
Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea protonothodes
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris davidi
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris knoopae
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris nesaea
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris occidens
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris pallida
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris pythodoris
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris sumbuensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) pythodoris ventersi
Charaxes (Charaxes) rectans
Charaxes (Charaxes) richelmanni richelmanni
Charaxes (Charaxes) richelmanni scheveni
Charaxes (Charaxes) saperanus
Charaxes (Charaxes) saturnus
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis allardi
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis butleri
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis caerulea
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis elgonae
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis gobyae
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis homonymus
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis kagera
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis kigoma
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis leopoldi
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis metu
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis smaragdalis
Charaxes (Charaxes) smaragdalis toro
Charaxes (Charaxes) superbus
Charaxes (Charaxes) tectonis nebularum
Charaxes (Charaxes) tectonis tectonis
Charaxes (Charaxes) thomasius
Charaxes (Charaxes) tiridates choveti
Charaxes (Charaxes) tiridates marginatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) tiridates tiridates
Charaxes (Charaxes) tiridates tiridatinus
Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes bertrami
Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes torbeni
Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes varanes
Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes vologeses
Charaxes (Charaxes) velox
Charaxes (Charaxes) violetta maritima
Charaxes (Charaxes) violetta melloni

van Someren, 1969
Minig, 1972
Staudinger, 1892
Schouteden, 1934
Neidhoefer, 1972
(Cramer, 1775)
White, 1996
Turlin & Lequeux, 1993
Butler, 1866
Doubleday, 1847
Turlin, 1998
van Someren, 1967
Rothschild, 1900
van Someren, 1967
Ackery, 1995
Collins, 1990
(Cramer, 1775)
(Hewitson, 1877)
Rousseau-Decelle, 1934
Canu, 1989
Jordan, 1911
Feisthamel, 1850
van Someren, 1971
Plantrou, 1973
Plantrou, 1982
Grose-Smith, 1889
van Someren, 1963
van Someren, 1963
Hewitson, 1873
Henning, 1982
Henning, 1982
Rothschild & Jordan, 1903
Röber, 1936
Ackery, 1995
Poulton, 1926
Butler, 1866
Bouyer & Vingerhoedt, 1997
Rothschild, 1900
Jackson, 1951
van Someren, 1964
Plantrou, 1989
Bryk, 1939
van Someren, 1964
van Someren, 1964
Ghesquiére, 1933
van Someren, 1964
Butler, 1866
van Someren, 1964
Schultze, 1909
Darge, 1977
Jordan, 1937
Staudinger, [1886]
Turlin, 1998
Rothschild & Jordan, 1903
(Cramer, 1777)
Röber, 1936
Riley, 1931
Turlin, 1999
(Cramer, 1777)
(Mabille, 1876)
Ogilvie-Grant, 1899
van Someren, 1966
Fox, 1963
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Kenya Violet-spotted Blue Emperor
Violet-spotted Blue Emperor
Venda Forest Emperor
Kafakumba Forest Emperor
Short-tailed Forest Emperor
Albertine Forest Emperor
Teita Forest Emperor
Mpumalanga Forest Emperor
Magoebaskloof Forest Emperor
Tanzanian Forest Emperor
Kilimanjaro Forest Emperor
Mt. Kulal Forest Emperor
Malawian Forest Emperor
Long-tailed Forest Emperor
Nguru Forest Emperor
Western Forest Emperor
Midlands Forest Emperor
Katavi Forest Emperor
Blouberg Forest Emperor
Xhosa Forest Emperor
Upemba Forest Emperor
Violet Forest Emperor
Namanga Forest Emperor
Doubtful Forest Emperor
Mountain Forest Emperor
Forest Emperor
Shining Red Emperor
Grey Variegated Envoy
Atlantic Grey Variegated Envoy
Northern Grey Variegated Envoy
Montane Black Demon
Motley Black Demon
Blazing Small Fiery Demon
Small Fiery Demon
Flaming Small Fiery Demon
Burning Small Fiery Demon
Smoldering Small Fiery Demon
Darting Black Demon
Southern Darting Black Demon
Reduced Darting Black Demon
Ravine Black Demon
Gabon Black Demon
Kenyan Blue Striped Demon
Blue Striped Demon
Semuliki Blue Striped Demon
Didinga Blue Striped Demon
Wide Blue Striped Demon
Interposed Blue Striped Demon
Mt. Nyiro Blue Striped Demon
White-Spotted Blue Striped Demon
Fine Blue Striped Demon
Spotted Blue Striped Demon
Perching Black Demon
Mt. Longido Perching Black Demon
Kilimanjaro Perching Black Demon
Mt. Elgon Perching Black Demon
Yemen Black Demon
Coastal Demon
Matte Black Demon
Eastern Matte Black Demon
Namibia Black Demon
Gabon Variegated Envoy
Madagascar Variegated Envoy

Charaxes (Charaxes) violetta meru
Charaxes (Charaxes) violetta violetta
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares bavenda
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares bergeri
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares brevicaudatus
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares burgessi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares desmondi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares draconis
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares kenwayi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares kiellandi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares kilimensis
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares kulal
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares ludovici
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares maudei
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares nguru
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares occidentalis
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares penningtoni
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares sitebi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares staudei
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares thyestes
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares upembana
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares vumbui
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares walwandi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares wernickei
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares woodi
Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares xiphares
Charaxes (Charaxes) zingha
Charaxes (Eriboea) achaemenes achaemenes
Charaxes (Eriboea) achaemenes atlantica
Charaxes (Eriboea) achaemenes monticola
Charaxes (Eriboea) alpinus
Charaxes (Eriboea) angelae
Charaxes (Eriboea) anticlea adusta
Charaxes (Eriboea) anticlea anticlea
Charaxes (Eriboea) anticlea mwera
Charaxes (Eriboea) anticlea proadusta
Charaxes (Eriboea) anticlea suna
Charaxes (Eriboea) aubyni aubyni
Charaxes (Eriboea) aubyni australis
Charaxes (Eriboea) aubyni ecketti
Charaxes (Eriboea) baileyi
Charaxes (Eriboea) basquini
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni bamptoni
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni baumanni
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni bwamba
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni didingensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni granti
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni interposita
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni nyiro
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni selousi
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni tenuis
Charaxes (Eriboea) baumanni whytei
Charaxes (Eriboea) berkeleyi berkeleyi
Charaxes (Eriboea) berkeleyi longido
Charaxes (Eriboea) berkeleyi marci
Charaxes (Eriboea) berkeleyi masaba
Charaxes (Eriboea) bernstorffi
Charaxes (Eriboea) blanda
Charaxes (Eriboea) bocqueti bocqueti
Charaxes (Eriboea) bocqueti oubanguiensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) brainei
Charaxes (Eriboea) bwete
Charaxes (Eriboea) cacuthis

van Someren, 1966
Grose-Smith, 1885
van Son, 1935
Plantrou, 1975
Schultze, 1914
van Son, 1953
van Someren, 1939
Jordan, 1936
Poulton, 1929
Plantrou, 1976
van Someren, 1969
van Someren, 1962
Rousseau-Decelle, 1933
Joicey & Talbot, 1918
Collins, 1989
Pringle, 1995
van Son, 1953
Plantrou, 1981
Henning & Henning, 1992
(Stoll, [1790])
Plantrou, 1976
van Son, 1936
Collins, 1989
Joicey & Talbot, 1927
van Someren, 1964
(Stoll, [1781])
(Stoll, [1780])
Felder & Felder, [1867]
van Someren, 1970
van Someren, 1970
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Minig, 1975
Rothschild, 1900
(Drury, 1782)
Vingerhoedt & Bouyer, 1996
van Someren, 1971
van Someren, 1975
van Someren & Jackson, 1952
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
van Someren, 1958
Vingerhoedt & Faravel, 2009
van Someren, 1974
Rogenhofer, 1891
van Someren, 1971
van Someren, 1971
Turlin, 1989
van Someren, 1971
Collins & Larsen, 1991
Trimen, 1894
van Someren, 1971
Butler, 1894
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Turlin & Lequeux, 2011
Congdon & Collins, 1998
van Someren, 1969
Rydon, 1982
Rothschild, 1897
Minig, 1975
Minig, 1975
van Son, 1966
Basquin, 2012
Hewitson, [1863]
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Silvery Black Demon
Green Black Demon
Arid Black Demon
Chepalungu Black Demon
Kagoro Black Demon
Guardian Black Demon
Hooked Guardian Black Demon
Rubeho Black Demon
Enigmatic Black Demon
Contrary Black Demon
Landlocked Contrary Black Demon
Reddish Black Demon
Usambara Stained Green Envoy
Stained Green Envoy
Malawian Stained Green Envoy
Eastern Stained Green Envoy
Diverse Black Demon
Small Black Demon
Ethiopia Blue Variegated Envoy
Blue Variegated Envoy
Strong Blue Variegated Envoy
Buvuma Blue Variegated Envoy
Somali Blue Variegated Envoy
Pemba Blue Variegated Envoy
Bold Blue Variegated Envoy
Broad-banded Blue Variegated Envoy
Lusaka Velvet Black Demon
Velvet Black Demon
Spotted Velvet Black Demon
Scribbled Velvet Black Demon
Kikuyu Velvet Black Demon
Diffuse Velvet Black Demon
Coastal Velvet Black Demon
Mt. Marsabit Velvet Black Demon
Identical Velvet Black Demon
Spotless Variegated Black Demon
Variegated Black Demon
Kenyan Variegated Black Demon
Forest Variegated Black Demon
Six-spot Green Envoy
Diminished Six-spot Green Envoy
Southern Six-spot Green Envoy
Thornbush Black Demon
Stacatto Black Demon
Lightning Black Demon
Ethiopia Black Demon
Bouldering Black Demon
Congo Black Demon
Punctate Black Demon
Achromatic Black Demon
Blue-spangled Black Demon
Dark Blue-spangled Black Demon
Western White Striped Demon
White Striped Demon
Southern White Striped Demon
Miombo Black Demon
Angolan Jewelled Envoy
Less Jewelled Envoy
Northern Jewelled Envoy
Jewelled Envoy
Coastal Jewelled Envoy
Greater Jewelled Envoy
Mafia Island Jewelled Envoy

Charaxes (Eriboea) catachrous
Charaxes (Eriboea) cedreatis
Charaxes (Eriboea) chanleri
Charaxes (Eriboea) chepalungu
Charaxes (Eriboea) chevroti
Charaxes (Eriboea) chintechi chintechi
Charaxes (Eriboea) chintechi pseudophaeus
Charaxes (Eriboea) chunguensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) congdoni
Charaxes (Eriboea) contrarius contrarius
Charaxes (Eriboea) contrarius lukosi
Charaxes (Eriboea) dewitzi
Charaxes (Eriboea) dilutus amanica
Charaxes (Eriboea) dilutus dilutus
Charaxes (Eriboea) dilutus kasitu
Charaxes (Eriboea) dilutus ngonga
Charaxes (Eriboea) diversiforma
Charaxes (Eriboea) dreuxi
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe abyssinicus
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe etesipe
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe gordoni
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe hercules
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe patrizii
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe pemba
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe shaba
Charaxes (Eriboea) etesipe tavetensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion binghami
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion ethalion
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion fisheri
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion handmani
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion kikuyuensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion kitungulensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion littoralis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion marsabitensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ethalion nyanzae
Charaxes (Eriboea) etheocles carpenteri
Charaxes (Eriboea) etheocles etheocles
Charaxes (Eriboea) etheocles evansi
Charaxes (Eriboea) eupale eupale
Charaxes (Eriboea) eupale latimargo
Charaxes (Eriboea) eupale veneris
Charaxes (Eriboea) farrelli
Charaxes (Eriboea) figini
Charaxes (Eriboea) fionae
Charaxes (Eriboea) fulgurata
Charaxes (Eriboea) galawadiwosi
Charaxes (Eriboea) gallagheri
Charaxes (Eriboea) galleyanus
Charaxes (Eriboea) gerdae
Charaxes (Eriboea) grahamei
Charaxes (Eriboea) guderiana guderiana
Charaxes (Eriboea) guderiana rabaiensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) hildebrandti gillesi
Charaxes (Eriboea) hildebrandti hildebrandti
Charaxes (Eriboea) hildebrandti katangensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) howarthi
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa angolensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa argynnides
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa ganalensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa jahlusa
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa kenyensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa kigomaensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa mafiae

van Someren & Jackson, 1952
Hewitson, 1874
Holland, 1896
van Someren, 1969
Collins & Larsen, 2005
van Someren, 1975
van Someren, 1975
White & Grant, 1986
Collins, 1989
Weymer, 1907
Rydon, Congdon & Collins, 2007
Butler, 1895
Collins, 1990
Rothschild, 1898
White & Grant, 1989
van Someren, 1974
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Bouche & Minig, 1977
Rothschild, 1900
(Godart, [1824])
van Someren, 1936
Turlin & Lequeux, 2002
Storace, 1949
van Someren, 1966
Berger, 1981
Rothschild, 1894
Henning, 1982
(Boisduval, 1847)
Henning, 1982
Henning, 1982
van Someren, 1967
Strand, 1911
van Someren, 1967
van Someren, 1967
van Someren, 1967
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
(Cramer, 1777)
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
(Drury, 1782)
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
White & Grant, 1989
d’Abrera, 2004
van Someren, 1969
Henning, 1977
Aurivillius, [1899]
Plantrou & Rougeot, 1979
van Son, 1962
Darge & Minig, 1984
Rydon, 1989
van Someren, 1969
(Dewitz, 1879)
Poulton, 1929
Plantrou, 1973
(Dewitz, 1879)
Talbot, 1928
Minig, 1976
Mendes & Bivar-de-Sousa, 2017
Westwood, 1864
Carpenter, 1937
(Trimen, 1862)
Joicey & Talbot, 1925
van Someren, 1975
Turlin & Lequeux, 1992
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Thorn-bush Jewelled Envoy
Orange Jewelled Envoy
Distinguished Jewelled Envoy
Two-dot Black Demon
Western Two-dot Black Demon
Banded Black Demon
Ugandan Banded Black Demon
Western Banded Black Demon
Greater Hilltop Black Demon
Hilltop Black Demon
Lesser Hilltop Black Demon
Lost Black Demon
Maculated Black Demon
Harare Ghostly Black Demon
Ghostly Black Demon
Cryptic Black Demon
Marieps Black Demon
Blue Malawi Black Demon
Malawi Black Demon
Green Tanzania Black Demon
Tanzania Black Demon
Angolan Minor Green Envoy
Minor Green Envoy
Falcate Green Envoy
Kihansi Black Demon
Mutinondo Black Demon
Nyika Black Demon
Nyungwe Black Demon
Ochreous Black Demon
Alpine Striped Demon
Paradoxical Variegated Envoy
Pemba Black Demon
Blue-Banded Savanna Variegated Envoy
Savanna Variegated Envoy
Cyan-Banded Savanna Variegated Envoy
Satiny Black Demon
Dusky Black Demon
Pink-washed Black Demon
Pondo Black Demon
Rubondo Black Demon
Small Green Envoy
Light Green Envoy
Pointed Black Demon
Western Five-spot Green Envoy
Five-spot Green Envoy
Crooked White Demon
Brazzaville Black Demon
Straight White Demon
Blue-bordered Black Demon
Lesser Slender-tailed Black Demon
Slender-tailed Black Demon
Blue-spotted Black Demon
Mavunda Black Demon
Greater Savannah Black Demon
Savannah Black Demon
Oceanic Variegated Envoy
Lesser Blue Black Demon
Blue Black Demon
Zambia Black Demon
Zambezi Black Demon
Erratic White Empress
Southern White Empress
White Empress

Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa pallene
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa rex
Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa rwandensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) karkloof karkloof
Charaxes (Eriboea) karkloof trimeni
Charaxes (Eriboea) kheili kheili
Charaxes (Eriboea) kheili madi
Charaxes (Eriboea) kheili northcotti
Charaxes (Eriboea) kirki daria
Charaxes (Eriboea) kirki kirki
Charaxes (Eriboea) kirki suk
Charaxes (Eriboea) larseni
Charaxes (Eriboea) loandae
Charaxes (Eriboea) mafuga
Charaxes (Eriboea) manica
Charaxes (Eriboea) margaretae
Charaxes (Eriboea) marieps
Charaxes (Eriboea) martini helenae
Charaxes (Eriboea) martini martini
Charaxes (Eriboea) mccleeryi iringae
Charaxes (Eriboea) mccleeryi mccleeryi
Charaxes (Eriboea) minor karinae
Charaxes (Eriboea) minor minor
Charaxes (Eriboea) montis
Charaxes (Eriboea) mtuiae
Charaxes (Eriboea) mutinondoensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) nyikensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) nyungwensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) ochracea
Charaxes (Eriboea) opinatus
Charaxes (Eriboea) paradoxa
Charaxes (Eriboea) pembanus
Charaxes (Eriboea) penricei dealbata
Charaxes (Eriboea) penricei penricei
Charaxes (Eriboea) penricei tanganyikae
Charaxes (Eriboea) petersi
Charaxes (Eriboea) phaeus
Charaxes (Eriboea) plantroui
Charaxes (Eriboea) pondoensis
Charaxes (Eriboea) prettejohni
Charaxes (Eriboea) schiltzei
Charaxes (Eriboea) schultzei
Charaxes (Eriboea) sidamo
Charaxes (Eriboea) subornatus couilloudi
Charaxes (Eriboea) subornatus subornatus
Charaxes (Eriboea) taverniersi
Charaxes (Eriboea) teissieri
Charaxes (Eriboea) thysi
Charaxes (Eriboea) turlini
Charaxes (Eriboea) usambarae maridadi
Charaxes (Eriboea) usambarae usambarae
Charaxes (Eriboea) vansoni
Charaxes (Eriboea) variata
Charaxes (Eriboea) viola picta
Charaxes (Eriboea) viola viola
Charaxes (Eriboea) viossati
Charaxes (Eriboea) virilis lenis
Charaxes (Eriboea) virilis virilis
Charaxes (Eriboea) williami
Charaxes (Eriboea) zambeziensis
Charaxes (Euxanthe) crossleyi ansorgei
Charaxes (Euxanthe) crossleyi claudiae
Charaxes (Euxanthe) crossleyi crossleyi

van Someren, 1974
Henning, 1978
Plantrou, 1976
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Rydon, 1994
Butler, 1881
Turlin & Lequeux, 2010
Rothschild, 1899
Rothschild, 1903
Butler, 1881
Carpenter & Jackson, 1950
Rydon, 1982
van Someren, 1969
van Someren, 1969
Trimen, 1894
Rydon, 1980
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Henning, 1982
van Someren, 1966
Kielland, 1990
van Someren, 1972
Bouyer, 1999
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Jackson, 1956
Collins, Congdon & Bampton, 2017
Collins, Congdon & Bampton, 2017
van Someren, 1975
Vingerhoedt & Vande weghe, 2011
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
van Someren & Jackson, 1957
Lathy, 1925
Jordan, 1925
van Someren, 1966
Rothschild, 1900
van Someren, 1966
van Someren, 1969
Hewitson, 1877
Minig, 1975
van Someren, 1967
Collins, 1990
Bouyer, 1991
Röber, 1936
Plantrou & Rougeot, 1979
Plantrou, 1976
Schultze, 1916
Berger, 1975
Darge & Minig, 1984
Capronnier, 1889
Minig & Plantrou, 1978
Collins, 1987
van Someren & Jackson, 1952
van Someren, 1975
van Someren, 1969
van Someren & Jackson, 1952
Butler, 1866
Canu, 1991
Henning, 1989
van Someren & Jackson, 1952
Henning, 2002
Henning & Henning, 1994
(Rothschild, 1903)
(Rousseau-Decelle, 1934)
(Ward, 1871)
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Magnificent White Empress
Auroral Blue Empress
Central Mocking Empress
Lesser Mocking Empress
Mocking Empress
Albertine Mocking Empress
Midnight Blue Empress
Madagascar Empress
Dawning Blue Empress
Eastern Dawning Blue Empress
Bold Astral Blue Empress
Western Astral Blue Empress
Southern Astral Blue Empress
Astral Blue Empress
Meru Humble Empress
Humble Empress
Rounded Exquisite Empress
Angolan Exquisite Empress
Exquisite Empress
Eastern Exquisite Empress
Southern Empress
Eastern Twilight Blue Empress
Central Twilight Blue Empress
Tanzanian Twilight Blue Empress
Twilight Blue Empress
Madagascar Prince
Angola Prince
Divergent Prince
Dark-hemmed Prince
Western Falcate Red Prince
Falcate Red Prince
Eastern Falcate Red Prince
Bright Square Red Prince
Congolese Square Red Prince
Nyungwe Square Red Prince
Eastern Square Red Prince
Square Red Prince
Club-tailed Prince
Yellow-spotted Demon
Perplexed Demon
Dubious Charaxes
Atlantic Orange Empress
Pale Orange Empress
Northern Orange Empress
Orange Empress
Bright Orange Empress
Ssese Orange Empress
Verdant Green Envoy
Angolan Marsh Ringlet

Charaxes (Euxanthe) crossleyi magnifica
Charaxes (Euxanthe) doubledayi
Charaxes (Euxanthe) eurinome ansellica
Charaxes (Euxanthe) eurinome birbirica
Charaxes (Euxanthe) eurinome eurinome
Charaxes (Euxanthe) eurinome lequeuxi
Charaxes (Euxanthe) lycurgus
Charaxes (Euxanthe) madagascariensis
Charaxes (Euxanthe) mycerina mycerina
Charaxes (Euxanthe) mycerina nausicaa
Charaxes (Euxanthe) porthos dummeri
Charaxes (Euxanthe) porthos gallayi
Charaxes (Euxanthe) porthos katangae
Charaxes (Euxanthe) porthos porthos
Charaxes (Euxanthe) tiberius meruensis
Charaxes (Euxanthe) tiberius tiberius
Charaxes (Euxanthe) trajanus antoninus
Charaxes (Euxanthe) trajanus bambi
Charaxes (Euxanthe) trajanus trajanus
Charaxes (Euxanthe) trajanus vansomereni
Charaxes (Euxanthe) wakefieldi
Charaxes (Euxanthe) zelica depuncta
Charaxes (Euxanthe) zelica rougeoti
Charaxes (Euxanthe) zelica toyoshimai
Charaxes (Euxanthe) zelica zelica
Charaxes (Polyura) betsimisaraka
Charaxes (Polyura) ehmckei
Charaxes (Polyura) kahldeni
Charaxes (Polyura) mafugensis
Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus falcata
Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus paphianus
Charaxes (Polyura) paphianus subpallida
Charaxes (Polyura) pleione bebra
Charaxes (Polyura) pleione congoensis
Charaxes (Polyura) pleione delvauxi
Charaxes (Polyura) pleione oriens
Charaxes (Polyura) pleione pleione
Charaxes (Polyura) zoolina
Charaxes amandae
Charaxes carteri
Charaxes dubiosus
Charaxes nichetes bouchei
Charaxes nichetes leoninus
Charaxes nichetes leopardinus
Charaxes nichetes nichetes
Charaxes nichetes pantherinus
Charaxes nichetes ssese
Charaxes virescens
Mashunoides carneiromendesi

(Rebel, 1914)
Aurivillius, [1899]
(Butler, 1870)
(Ungemach, 1932)
(Cramer, 1775)
(Turlin, 2009)
(Fabricius, 1793)
(Lucas, 1843)
(Godart, [1824])
Staudinger, 1891
Joicey & Talbot, 1922
van Someren, 1968
Rousseau-Decelle, 1931
Grose-Smith, 1883
(van Someren, 1936)
(Grose-Smith, 1889)
(Rousseau-Decelle, 1938)
(Bivar de Sousa & Mendes, 2006)
(Ward, 1871)
(Poulton, 1929)
(Ward, 1873)
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Plantrou, 1978
Carcasson, 1964
Butler, 1869
Lucas, 1872
Homeyer & Dewitz, 1882
Homeyer & Dewitz, 1882
Jackson, 1956
(Butler, [1872])
Ward, 1871
Joicey & Talbot, 1925
Rothschild, 1900
Plantrou, 1989
Turlin, 1987
Plantrou, 1989
(Godart, [1824])
(Westwood, [1850])
Rydon, 1989
Butler, 1881
Röber, 1936
Plantrou, 1974
Butler, 1895
Plantrou, 1974
Grose-Smith, 1883
Rousseau-Decelle, 1934
Turlin & Lequeux, 2002
Bouyer, 1991
Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2009
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens
LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, Graham
Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering
Kirstenbosch and I’m responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort –
Lourens Erasmus has been assisting regularly in this regard. Christopher Willis has been
monitoring Lowveld Botanical Gardens in Nelspruit (Mbombela) since January this year.
Some good news is that Adrian Armstrong and Sthembile Zondi, an assistant of his, have agreed
to commence butterfly surveys of KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Gardens in Pietermaritzburg.
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterflyabundance over the following months and years.
The annual reports will relate to the butterfly season rather than the calendar, so our records are
compiled from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a
brief summary is included below:
George (Dave Edge)
The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave
has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris
brassicae).
Dave visited George on 14 November. He recorded 10 species (3.0 – Average); the most common
butterfly was Rainforest Dull Brown (Cassionympha cassius).
Harold Porter (Graham Henning)
The butterfly checklist for Harold Porter has grown from 27 to 43 butterflies, due to Graham’s
surveys. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only Mountain Skolly (Thestor montanus), and
African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) have not been recorded to date. Graham recorded
Orange-banded Protea (Capys alpheus alpheus) for the first time in November.
During the current reporting period, Graham visited Harold Porter on 29 Nov and 26 Dec and
recorded 7 and 10 species respectively.

58

Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach)
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie has recorded 18 species
(47.4%) to date.
Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 12 November and recorded eight species, including Water Opal
(Chrysoritis palmus palmus).
Lowveld (Christopher Willis)
The checklist for Lowveld now stands at 127 butterfly species.
Unfortunately, Christopher was unable to visit Lowveld during this reporting period.
Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus)
The checklist for Walter Sisulu now stands at 112 butterflies.
Lourens Erasmus visited the gardens on 12 December and, despite relatively cool and cloudy
weather, recorded a respectable 31 species. Index 3.7 (Average)

Garden Commodore
Precis archesia archesia
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Wichgraf's Hillside Brown
Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Dismal Sylph
Tsitana tsita
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden (Adrian Armstrong)
We have added KZN Botanical Garden in Pietermaritzburg to the list of National Botanical
Gardens included in the butterfly surveys.
Adrian Armstrong intends to commence surveys at KZN this year. Currently, KZN has the largest
butterfly checklist for any of our Botanical Gardens: 129 species.
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality
Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration.
The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
Where “n” is the number of species observed and “F” is a locality factor, obtained from the
following table:
GARDEN
George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

CHECKLIST FACTOR (F)
55
34%
43
27%
38
24%
127
79%
112
70%

These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis.
Records for the 2021 – 2022 season are indicated below:
2020 - 2021 SEASON

George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

Jul
n
Ax
7 2,6
3 2,1
3 2,2
0
0
8 2,1

Aug
n
Ax
0
1
1 1,5
0
0
37 3,8
23 3,2

Sep
n
Ax
1 1,4
5 2,5
6 2,9
41
4
28 3,5

Oct
n
Ax
0
1
19 4,7
10 3,6
34 3,6
29 3,6

Nov
n
Ax
10
3
7 2,9
8 3,2
0
1
0
1

Dec
Ax
0
1
10 3,4
0
1
0
1
31 3,7

n

n

Jan
Ax

n

Feb
Ax

n

Mar
Ax

n

Apr
Ax

n

May
Ax

n

Jun
Ax

Botanical Gardens 2021 - 2022 Season
5
4,5
4
3,5
3
2,5
2
1,5
1
0,5
0
Jul

Aug
George

Sep

Oct

Nov

Harold Porter

Dec

Jan

Kirstenbosch

Feb

Mar

Lowveld

Apr

May

Jun

Walter Sisulu

60

Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson)
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018.
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National
Botanical Gardens, which is incorporated into the Butterfly Index data.
We have now completed four years of butterfly surveys - a graph indicating a summary of records
is indicated below. No real trends have emerged yet, other than that butterfly abundance in the
summer months is significantly less than an assumed “ideal” whereas in winter numbers are
generally higher!

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at a single locality in a single day. If
your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration) or based on observations from a suburban
garden or a farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5.
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will hopefully soon
be possible to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of
the new permitting system.
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or
Locality table:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
Biome factors (Fb) are indicated in the table below. In instances where records are obtained from
a locality with an established checklist, Locality factors (Fl) are used instead.
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NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

ABUNDANCE
INDEX

BIOME
Lowveld
Savanna or
Forest (L.S.)

Highveld
Savanna
(H.S)

Highveld
Grassland
(H.G.)

Arid Savanna
(A.S)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane
Forest (A.F.)

>79

>59

>39

>27

>19

>20

>59

5

Excellent

4

Good

52 to 79

39 to 59

26 to 39

19 to 27

13 to 19

13 to 20

39 to 59

3

Average

29 to 51

21 to 38

15 to 25

10 to 18

8 to 12

8 to 12

21 to 38

2

Poor

10 to 28

7 to 21

5 to 14

4 to 9

3 to 7

3 to 7

7 to 21

1

Very Poor

≤9

≤7

≤4

≤3

≤2

≤2

≤7

0

No Data

Methodology
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces.
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea
superfamily (traditional butterflies).
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest
rating will be used.
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives!
Objectives
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks
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Data – November and December:
2021
PROVINCE
Gauteng
KwaZulu-Natal
Limpopo
Mpumalanga
Western Cape
Eastern Cape
Northern Cape
Southern Cape
North West
Free State
Lesotho
Swaziland

NOVEMBER
Index
0
3
3,1
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score

Locality

Biome

Observer

28
22

Kleinwood, Pongola
Bateleur

L.S.
H.S.

Mark Liptrot
Jeremy Dobson

7

Harold Porter

LF

Graham Henning

Index
3,7
3,7
0
3,6
3,4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score
31
45
21
10

DECEMBER
Locality
Biome
WSBG
LF
Izingloweni
L.S.

Observer
Lourens Erasmus
Jeremy Dobson

Greylingtad
Harold Porter

Jeremy Dobson
Graham Henning

H.G.
LF

LF refers to Locality Factor; other abbreviations are as per the Abundance Factor table.
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2021:
PROVINCE

2021 - SUMMARY
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Gauteng

4,8

4,1

4,2

3,6

3,3

2,7

2,1

3,2

3,4

3,6

0

3,7

KwaZulu-Natal

3,7

4,2

3,2

4,4

3,8

3,5

3,4

3,6

3,8

2,5

3

3,7

Limpopo

4,9

4,1

4

0

4

0

0

0

0

0

3,1

0

Mpumalanga

0

4,3

4,9

4,5

4

4

0

3,8

5,2

3,6

0

3,6

Western Cape

3,9

3,6

4,4

4,4

3,6

3,2

2,1

1,5

2,9

4,7

3

3,4

Eastern Cape

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Northern Cape

0

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

3,8

0

0

0

Southern Cape

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,6

0

0

0

0

0

North West

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

3,9

0

0

0

Free State

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lesotho

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Swaziland

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH
LepiMAP (Les Underhill)
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa.
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum.
http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville)
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of
taxonomic issues.
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude)
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3.
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/

COREL
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species.
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below:
COREL - Structure and guidelines
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Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson)
I haven’t yet seen a single Skolly (Thestor species) so far this season, but I’m hopeful that some of
our Western Cape members will be able to acquire a few samples.
By searching BOLD and GENBANK I’ve obtained barcodes for the following taxa:
Thestor brachycerus dukei, Thestor camdeboo, Thestor dicksoni dicksoni, Thestor dicksoni
malagas, Thestor dicksoni warreni, Thestor holmesi, Thestor kaplani, Thestor penningtoni, Thestor
petra tempe, Thestor pictus, Thestor rooibergensis, Thestor strutti and Thestor yildizae.
Several of these records are multiple samples, from (or near) type localities, so we are off to a
solid start. I was unable to find any South African Lachnocnema but have obtained a few
Lachnocnema sequences from Gabon, possibly L. magna. Similarly, for Aslauga, I’ve acquired a
barcode of A. purpurascens from Mozambique.
I managed to get sequences for all other representatives of African Miletinae genera: Euliphyra,
Megalopalpus and Spalgis; none of these are found in South Africa.
According to various preliminary phylogenies I’ve analysed, Thestor is most closely related to
Euliphyra, but I haven’t included the other Miletinae genera on the following phylogenetic tree. It
will be interesting to see where Thestor basuta fits, once we obtain barcodes, and whether this is a
single species.
Some initial comments:
•

Most currently described Thestor species, for which I’ve got barcodes, are well
differentiated: pairwise distances of more than 5%. The genus appears to have radiated
significantly earlier than Aloeides and should be much easier to evaluate using barcodes.

•

There are significant differences between yellow Thestors (T. dicksoni) and black Thestors
(T. brachycerus).

•

TP-027 (Thestor kaplani from Boesmanskloof, Greyton, Western Cape) differs from TP-015
(Thestor camdeboo from Camdeboo Mountains, Eastern Cape) by only 1.67%. Similarly,
TP-035 (Thestor pictus from Garcia’s Pass, Western Cape) differs from TP-038 (Thestor
rooibergensis from Rooiberg) by 1.82%. These differences are smaller than those between
the various Thestor dicksoni subspecies.

•

Despite their colour, T. kaplani and T. camdeboo appear to belong to the “Black Thestor”
group, or possibly to a further, separate group.

Dave Edge forwarded a paper by Kaliszewska et al., which may be of interest:
When caterpillars attack: Biogeography and life history evolution of the Miletinae (Lepidoptera:
Lycaenidae)
Miletinae paper
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THESTOR
Preliminary phylogenetic tree
TP-013

Thestor b rachycerus dukei
brachycerus
Subgroup

TP-035

Thestor petra tempe

TP-043

Thestor yildizae

yildizae
Subgroup

TP-026

Thestor holmesi

holmesi
Subgroup

TP-015

Thestor camdeb oo

BLACK
THESTORS
brachycerus
Group

kaplani
Subgroup
TP-027

Thestor kaplani

TP-030

Thestor penningtoni

TP-036

Thestor pictus

penningtoni
Subgroup

pictus
Subgroup
TP-038

Thestor rooib ergensis

TP-041

Thestor strutti

TP-022

Thestor dicksoni malagas

TP-016

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni

TP-024

Thestor dicksoni warreni

TP-423

Euliphyra leucyania

strutti
Subgroup

YELLOW
THESTORS
dicksoni
Group

dicksoni
Subgroup
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TP-038 Thestor rooibergensis

TP-041 Thestor strutti

TP-043 Thestor yildizae

0,00%

TP-036 Thestor pictus

9,42%

TP-035 Thestor petra tempe

9,42%

TP-030 Thestor penningtoni

9,42%

TP-027 Thestor kaplani

3,95%

TP-026 Thestor holmesi

9,27%

TP-024 Thestor dicksoni warreni

6,53%

16,26%
16,11%
18,39%
18,71%
17,14%
9,73%
9,73%
0,00%
2,74%
1,98%
8,81%
8,97%
11,70%
10,03%
7,60%
7,90%
6,53%
10,03%

15,65%
15,50%
17,93%
18,71%
17,30%
9,88%
10,18%
2,74%
0,00%
3,19%
9,42%
9,42%
12,77%
10,18%
7,60%
8,21%
6,69%
10,18%

16,26%
15,81%
17,93%
18,55%
16,98%
9,88%
9,27%
1,98%
3,19%
0,00%
8,81%
8,81%
12,31%
10,18%
8,36%
8,51%
7,29%
9,73%

14,89%
14,13%
17,33%
16,67%
16,35%
4,26%
4,71%
8,81%
9,42%
8,81%
0,00%
5,02%
9,57%
4,86%
8,66%
8,36%
8,05%
3,80%

14,89%
13,53%
17,33%
16,35%
15,72%
6,38%
1,67%
8,97%
9,42%
8,81%
5,02%
0,00%
9,42%
6,69%
9,42%
9,27%
8,66%
6,53%

17,48%
16,57%
19,30%
18,71%
19,03%
10,18%
8,36%
11,70%
12,77%
12,31%
9,57%
9,42%
0,00%
10,18%
11,25%
11,40%
11,40%
9,27%

15,65%
15,50%
18,39%
18,24%
16,82%
0,91%
6,08%
10,03%
10,18%
10,18%
4,86%
6,69%
10,18%
0,00%
9,73%
9,73%
9,12%
3,95%

16,11%
15,96%
18,24%
17,77%
17,77%
9,42%
9,42%
7,60%
7,60%
8,36%
8,66%
9,42%
11,25%
9,73%
0,00%
1,82%
7,29%
9,42%

16,11%
16,11%
19,00%
17,77%
18,08%
9,42%
8,97%
7,90%
8,21%
8,51%
8,36%
9,27%
11,40%
9,73%
1,82%
0,00%
7,75%
9,42%

17,02%
15,96%
18,24%
17,61%
16,51%
8,81%
8,81%
6,53%
6,69%
7,29%
8,05%
8,66%
11,40%
9,12%
7,29%
7,75%
0,00%
9,42%

15,35%
15,96%
17,93%
18,24%
16,67%
3,34%
5,78%
10,03%
10,18%
9,73%
3,80%
6,53%
9,27%
3,95%
9,42%
9,42%
9,42%
0,00%

Thestor dicksoni
malagas

15,35%
14,44%
17,48%
16,98%
16,35%
5,78%
0,00%
9,73%
10,18%
9,27%
4,71%
1,67%
8,36%
6,08%
9,42%
8,97%
8,81%
5,78%

3,80%

TP-022

15,35%
15,35%
17,78%
18,24%
16,98%
0,00%
5,78%
9,73%
9,88%
9,88%
4,26%
6,38%
10,18%
0,91%
9,42%
9,42%
8,81%
3,34%

Thestor dicksoni
dicksoni

17,77%
15,88%
17,30%
17,92%
0,00%
16,98%
16,35%
17,14%
17,30%
16,98%
16,35%
15,72%
19,03%
16,82%
17,77%
18,08%
16,51%
16,67%

9,73%

TP-016

TP-015 Thestor camdeboo

17,30%
14,62%
16,51%
0,00%
17,92%
18,24%
16,98%
18,71%
18,71%
18,55%
16,67%
16,35%
18,71%
18,24%
17,77%
17,77%
17,61%
18,24%

Thestor brachycerus
dukei

16,41%
17,17%
0,00%
16,51%
17,30%
17,78%
17,48%
18,39%
17,93%
17,93%
17,33%
17,33%
19,30%
18,39%
18,24%
19,00%
18,24%
17,93%

5,78% 10,03% 10,18%

TP-013

12,16%
0,00%
17,17%
14,62%
15,88%
15,35%
14,44%
16,11%
15,50%
15,81%
14,13%
13,53%
16,57%
15,50%
15,96%
16,11%
15,96%
15,96%

Spalgis lemolea
lemolea

0,00%
12,16%
16,41%
17,30%
17,77%
15,35%
15,35%
16,26%
15,65%
16,26%
14,89%
14,89%
17,48%
15,65%
16,11%
16,11%
17,02%
15,35%

3,34%

TP-011

TP-009 Megalopalpus zymna

Aslauga purpurascens
Euliphyra leucyania
Lachnocnema magna
Megalopalpus zymna
Spalgis lemolea lemolea
Thestor b rachycerus dukei
Thestor camdeb oo
Thestor dicksoni dicksoni
Thestor dicksoni malagas
Thestor dicksoni warreni
Thestor holmesi
Thestor kaplani
Thestor penningtoni
Thestor petra tempe
Thestor pictus
Thestor rooib ergensis
Thestor strutti
Thestor yildizae

TP-006 Lachnocnema magna

TP-001
TP-003
TP-006
TP-009
TP-011
TP-013
TP-015
TP-016
TP-022
TP-024
TP-026
TP-027
TP-030
TP-035
TP-036
TP-038
TP-041
TP-043

TP-003 Euliphyra leucyania

THESTOR CO1
BARCODE
COMPARISON
TABLE

TP-001 Aslauga purpurascens

15,35% 15,96% 17,93% 18,24% 16,67%

Pairwise distances greater than 15% are highlighted in red
Pairwise distances less than 5% are highlighted in green

67

Spialia Project (Jeremy Dobson)
As noted in November’s newsletter, Johan Greyling is to sponsor a plate of Spialia samples for
mtDNA COI sequencing. By Spialia, I include the recently erected genera Agyllia and Ernsta.
Please try and collect samples of these butterflies during the course of this season.
I’ve already collected a few samples and have trawled BOLD and GENBANK is search of
appropriate DNA sequences. We also acquired a few barcodes from the Karoo BioGaps project.
Barcodes have been acquired for the following representatives of the Pyrginae subfamily (those
taxa indicated in red are not African):
Agyllia agylla agylla, Ernsta (Delaga) nanus, Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes colotes, Ernsta (Ernsta)
dromus, Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus, Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris, Spialia (Platygnathia)
phlomidis, Spialia (Spialia) ali, Spialia (Spialia) orbifer, Spialia (Spialia) rosae, Spialia (Spialia)
sertorius, Spialia (Spialia) spio, Spialia (Spialia) therapne, Carcharodus alceae alceae and
Gomalia elma elma.
We are trying to establish the overall relatedness of various Spialia (and related genera) and at the
same time, look out for new species. We will focus primarily on Southern African taxa.
I haven’t yet had an opportunity to look at this group in much detail but have produced a
preliminary phylogenetic tree. This seems to generally conform to the arrangement of Zhang et al.
(refer paper below).
Carcharodini
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SPIALIA
Preliminary phylogenetic tree
SP-032

Spialia (Spialia) orb ifer

SP-033

Spialia (Spialia) rosae

SP-037

Spialia (Spialia) sertorius
Spialia
Subgenus

SP-029

Spialia (Spialia) ali

SP-041

Spialia (Spialia) therapne

SP-038

Spialia (Spialia) spio

SP-023

Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus

SP-025

Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris

SP-015

Ernsta (Delaga) nanus

Spialia
genus

Platygnathia
Subgenus

Delaga
subgenus
Ernsta
genus

SP-018

Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes transvaaliae

SP-001

Agyllia agylla agylla

SP-008

Carcharodus alceae alceae

SP-022

Gomalia elma elma

Ernsta
subgenus
Agylla
genus

Gomalia /
Carcharodus

ANCESTOR
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson)
As previously noted, Dr Pasi Sihvonen (Director of Zoology Unit, Finnish Museum of Natural
History), has agreed to barcode some Aloeides for us. In addition, Pasi’s researchers will assist
with evaluation of the sequences once these have been obtained. At Pasi’s request, I have
delayed the submission of a tray of 95 Aloeides samples; an advantage of this delay is that I
should be able to include samples of the following taxa:
•
•
•

Aloeides mullini (Jono Francis, Zimbabwe)
Aloeides pringlei (Ernest Pringle, Eastern Cape, South Africa)
Aloeides tearei (Katharina Reddig, Namibia)

In addition, Tomasz Pyrcz of the Nature Education Centre, Jagiellonian University, Poland,
recently acquired some specimens of Kenyan Savanna Russet (Aloeides conradsi jacksoni) from
Kabaru Forest, Nyeri County and has promised to forward me some DNA sequences and
photographs.
In conjunction with the specimens that we’ve already acquired (and assuming we can obtain
barcodes from all the samples), we are only missing three species. These are:
•
•
•

Aloeides angolensis
Aloeides argenteus
Aloeides namibiensis

I intend to undertake a Namibia / Angola expedition in March or April to look for these elusive
butterflies, but even without them, we will have 94.7% of the currently described Aloeides species.
The situation with regard to subspecies is slightly less impressive: 69 taxa out of 75, or 92.0%, but
this is still more than adequate representation for us to produce our preliminary phylogenetic
paper. The only South African taxa missing from our data set is De Hoop Dark Russet (Aloeides
carolynnae aurata).
Please note however that data collection for the Aloeides Project is far from complete! There are
many instances where we have only single barcodes and we are also short of material from type
localities. Remember the ultimate goal of the Aloeides Project is to acquire samples of all Aloeides
from all localities: there will be plenty of new, cryptic species awaiting description!
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Aloeides gallery 2021 – 2022 Season

Aloeides aranda
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides taikosama
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides egerides
Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pallida
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides gowani
Lootsberg Pass, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides maluti
Golden Gate, Free State
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides oreas
Witsieshoek, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides penningtoni
Mt Currie, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides henningi
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson
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Aloeides arida
Carolusberg, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nollothi
Wallekraal, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides barklyi
Carolusberg, N Cape
Reinier Terblanche

PUBLICATIONS
Metamorphosis
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor,
responsible for production.
2020 has been an unprecedented year for Metamorphosis and, due to the number of articles, the
journal is being published in four Parts.
Details regarding the costs of printing and posting hard copies are include on page 2 of this
newsletter; a summary of the content is included below, or view the Metamorphosis section of the
LepSoc Africa website under the Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org)
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/), or contact Dave at
orachrysops@gmail.com.

2019
Volume 30 Part 1
Articles: 58 - 68
Publication Date : 2019-12-31
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R145 excluding postage.
Volume 30 Part 2
Revision of the genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the Afrotropical
Region: Currently described taxa
Ian D. Richardson
R300 excluding postage.
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2020
Volume 31 Part 1
Articles: 139 - 147
Publication Date : 2020-12-23
David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero
R250 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 2
DR. MARTIN KRÜGER : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey and Checklist of
the Lepidoptera of southern Africa
R350 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 3
The Caterpillar Rearing Group
Hermann Staude
R600 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 4
Outcomes of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA)
Silvia Mecenero et al.
R250 excluding postage.

2021
Volume 32 Part 1
Recent publications:
Publications on Afrotropical Papilionoidea during 2021
Mark C. Williams
A preliminary butterfly checklist (Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea) for Cyamudongo tropical forest
fragment, Rwanda
Jean de Dieu Uwizelimana, Donat Nsabimana, Thomas Wagner
The life history of Vegetia grimmia (Geyer, 1832) (Saturniidae: Bunaeinae: Micragonini),
with an account of its discovery, distribution and taxonomic distinction
Rolf G. Oberprieler, Andrew S. Morton & Simon van Noort
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Phylogenetic relationships, distribution and abundance of Charaxes mtuiae Collins
Congdon and Bampton, 2017 (Papilionoidea: Nymphalidae: Charaxinae) and its host plant
in the Udzungwa mountain forest in southern Tanzania.
Devolent Mtui, Karina Silvestre Bringas, Erik Ciaccio, Luc Leblanc, Raymond Okick,
Deusdedith Bwenge, and Chris A. Hamilton
NOTE: Return to Port St Johns
Ernest L. Pringle

OTHER BUTTERFLIES
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this
newsletter.
More from the Erebidae family
Let’s look at the Lymantriinae:

Polymona rufifemur
Johan Heyns

Bracharoa quadripunctata
Johan Heyns

Laelia subrosea
Johan Heyns

And then start with the Scoliopteryginae and Eupterotinae:

Anomis sabulifera
Johan Heyns

Phiala costipuncta
Johan Heyns

Rhabdosia vaninia
Johan Heyns
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) on 12 December and recorded
31 species (Abundance Index 3.7 – Average).

Garden Inspector
Precis archesia archesia
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Protea Sapphire
Iolaus trimeni
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Garden Acraea
Acraea horta
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

I visited Suikerbosrand on 14 December. There were a few butterflies, although diversity was
relatively low: 24 species, Abundance Index 3.2 (Average). I encountered a handful of Toothed
Russet (Aloeides dentatis dentatis) over a wide area on the southern parts of the Bokmakierie
Trail.

Toothed Russet
Aloeides dentatis dentatis
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Pirate
Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Pioneer Caper White / Brown-veined
White
Belenois aurota
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson
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Stephen Ball, Jan Praet and Lourens Erasmus visited Lourieskloof, west of Pretoria, in late
December; Lourens forwarded the following photos:

Orange Jewelled Envoy
Charaxes jahlusa rex
Lourieskloof, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Speckled Orange
Parosmodes morantii morantii
Lourieskloof, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Common Diadem
Hypolimnas misippus
Lourieskloof, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Mpumalanga
I visited Greylingstad and Balfour before New Year, primarily to look for Basuto Skolly (Thestor
basuta basuta) for the Thestor Project.
The Mpumalanga provincial name-changing committee, in their wisdom, has renamed
Greylingstad. It is now (according to about 50% of the local signage) Nthorwana. This is probably
a relief to the descendants of PJ Greyling - a stepson of Piet Retief - after whom the town was
originally named. Greylingstad was an interesting town, with the well-known “SR” (Scottish
Regiment) rocks prominent on an adjacent hillside. Nthorwana, by contrast, is a derelict, potholed
dump.
Anyway, I failed with basuta at both Greylingstad and Balfour, although Golden Opal (Chrysoritis
aureus) was flying in reasonable numbers at the aforementioned “SR” rocks. Interestingly, I found
a couple of Burnished Opal (Chrysoritis chrysaor) on an adjacent hilltop. Despite their similar
appearance, I suspect these two butterflies are not particularly closely related.

Chrysoritis aureus
Greylingstad, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Chrysoritis chrysaor
Greylingstad, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Spialia spio
Greylingstad, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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Eastern Cape

Scarlet Tip
Colotis annae annae
Colchester, E Cape
Lynette Rudman

African Meadow White
Pontia helice helice
Colchester, E Cape
Marie Delport

African Grass Blue
Zizeeria knysna knysna
Colchester, E Cape
Marie Delport

Stephen Ball visited Oviston, south of Gariep dam on the Eastern Cape / Free State border. He
took several great photos, including a picture of a golden-brown Lepidochrysops.
I’ve previously found a few golden-brown Lepis near Wepener (southeast Free State) and at
Sterkspruit (northeast Eastern Cape) and had filed them as Karoo Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops
southeyae), although they could well be something else.

Pale Russet
Aloeides damarensis damarensis
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball

Salvia Mountain Blue
Harpendyreus notoba
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball

Free State Giant Cupid
Lepidochrysops letsea
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball

King Copper
Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball

Karoo Giant Cupid
Lepidochrysops southeyae
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball

Koppie Giant Cupid
Lepidochrysops ortygia
Oviston, E Cape
Stephen Ball
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Limpopo
In late-November, Mark Williams and Raimund Schutte accompanied me on a two-day trip to
Bateleur and Marakele National Park, near Thabazimbi.
Bateleur was very quiet, with no sign of Waterberg Acraea Copper (Erikssonia edgei). We
recorded 22 species (Abundance Index 3.1), which is poor for this time of year. Thabazimbi, if
anything, was even worse; we concluded that – while there had been rain – this had probably
happened too recently for many butterflies to be on the wing.
We overnighted at ThabaNkwe Bushveld Inn, which was nice, before heading off to Marakele. We
searched for Krantzberg Widow (Dingana jerinae) near the summit of the mountain: we found a
few, but they were very scarce. I saw a couple of Freckled Ranger (Kedestes barberae barberae)
and got scarily close to a Black Mamba, before trying the hilltops further west. Here I did at least
find a few D. jerinae; I must have counted about ten which isn’t great, but this was the commonest
butterfly we found on our Limpopo trip.
Although the butterflies weren’t good, we had a great time at Marakele: it’s not every day that you
are delayed by 20 minutes due to a pair of White Rhinos that amble (and gallop) along the road in
front of you.

Krantzberg Widow
Dingana jerinae
Marakele, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Freckled Ranger
Kedestes barberae barberae
Marakele, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Bushveld Purple Tip
Colotis ione
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Andrew Mayer was in Hoedspruit recently and took the following photos:

Bushveld Purple Tip
Colotis ione
Hoedspruit, Limpopo
Andrew Mayer

Southern Veined Arab
Colotis vesta argillaceus
Hoedspruit, Limpopo
Andrew Mayer

Dark-webbed Ringlet
Physcaeneura panda
Hoedspruit, Limpopo
Andrew Mayer
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KZN

Variable Bush Brown
Bicyclus safitza safitza
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Green-veined Emperor
Charaxes candiope
Dlinza, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Polka Dot
Pardopsis punctatissima
Montseel, KZN
Steve Woodhall

AFRICA DESK
Uganda

Bicyclus jefferyi
Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Telchinia encedon encedon
Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Issoria hanningtoni hanningtoni
Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira

Angola

Graphium ridleyanus
Combondo, Angola
Rogério Ferreira
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Tanzania

Belenois thysa thysa
Tanzania
Sudheer Kommana

Graphium antheus, G. porthaon porthaon
Tanzania
Sudheer Kommana

Lachnocnema laches
Tanzania
Sudheer Kommana

Charaxes candiope
Rubundo Island, Tanzania
Amos Hardecker

Charaxes prettejohni
Rubundo Island, Tanzania
Amos Hardecker

Charaxes tiridates tiridates
Rubundo Island, Tanzania
Amos Hardecker

Axiocerses amanga amanga
Headlands, Zimbabwe
Dan Lee

Paragathia albimarginata
Headlands, Zimbabwe
Dan Lee

Zimbabwe

Semioptila torta
Matapos, Zimbabwe
Caz Sole
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• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman)
• Justin Bode (Secretary)
• Peter Ward (Treasurer)
Co-opted Councillors
• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis)
• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits)
Branch Chairmen
• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State)
• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal)
• Andrew Morton (Western Cape)
• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape)
• Dave Edge (Southern Cape)
• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo)
• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape)
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FOCUS ON…
Leonard McLeod
I was born in Croydon in early 1940 and I survived the Battle of Britain and the Second World War.
During my early years I lived with my mother and elder brother in South London. My father was in
the Royal Navy and was away at war. I have a lasting impression of my childhood, particularly the
sound of sirens, the bombs, search lights and barrage balloons in the sky, gas masks, air raid
shelters, V2 rockets and shrapnel, which we collected for recycling. Bombed houses were often
my playground, especially when they had fruit trees in the back garden. The shortage of food
during and after the war undoubtedly helped to mould my character.
I was educated in London attending a primary school and Battersea Grammar School in
Streatham. It was during this time that my interest in entomology began to show itself. During my
teenage years, juvenile employment was normal and in my early teens I began with a newspaper
round and later an additional butcher’s round. I recall that when walking the streets, delivering
newspapers, one could often see the droppings of Privet Hawk Moth caterpillars on the pavements
below the hedges where the caterpillars were feeding. One could very easily collect half a dozen
larvae each morning. The same applied to other species of moth. “Woolly Bears”, the caterpillars
of the Garden Tiger, could be seen everywhere, even crossing the roads. The caterpillars of the
Magpie Moth used to defoliate our gooseberry bushes. It was surely these early encounters with
Lepidoptera which stimulated me to an interest in variation.
University education was a normal “follow on” from grammar
school and I registered at Chelsea College of Science &
Technology, University of London, for a B.Sc. Special Zoology
degree, specialising in entomology.
There were many temptations to distract one from studies and I
was an avid jazz pianist. I enjoyed the London jazz scene and
sometimes played solo piano during the intervals. Following my
Saturday morning job as a salesman in Harrods, Knightsbridge, I
frequently joined friends at a Youth Hostel where we hiked in
beautiful parts of the countryside. Observing wildlife was a
constant part of my life.

Universite de Clermand Ferrand, France,
1960

During the three years of study for a bachelor’s degree, I attended courses at Field Centres in UK
and also at the Biological Field Station of the University of Clermand Ferrand, in Besse en
Chandesse, Puy de Dome, France. This was the beginning of my love for France and French
culture, which has continued ever since.
EAST AFRICA
Following graduation, it was time to earn a living, so I applied for jobs which were mainly in the
field of agricultural entomology. I was offered employment by three organisations. I was keen “to
see the world”, so I chose the offer which promised the most overseas travel. Following two years
of introduction into the realities of economic entomology, which included agricultural & domestic
pests and insects of medical importance, I was posted to East Africa in 1964.
For someone who had been born and raised in London, the wildlife of East Africa was a dream.
There were so many extraordinary creatures and unlimited fascinating situations. One became
accustomed to “jiggers” under toe and fingernails; ironing clothes with a very hot iron to kill the
eggs of “Mango Fly”; avoiding safari ant columns which entered the house at night.
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I was based in the village of Karen (of “Out of Africa” fame) and my boss
was the son of V.G.L.van Someren, the well-known lepidopterist and
ornithologist. He taught me a lot and we often inspected his Charaxes
traps at the end of the day. There were several species of Charaxes and
Papilio in the forest and in the evenings many Precis octavia came to
roost on the ceiling of the patio. This was surely the trigger of my interest
in seasonal polyphenism. During the three years in East Africa, I met
several lepidopterists and on one occasion, while visiting T.H.E.Jackson
(Pinkie) with G.R.C.van Someren, I met Steve Collins, then a student,
who later founded the African Butterfly Research Institute (ABRI). Many
years later he lived in Miotoni Road, near to “The Sanctuary” of van
Someren, an area of indigenous forest. There were several species of
both Charaxes and Papilio in the local forest.
I studied many entomological subjects, not only involving Lepidoptera but
also Diptera, Hymenoptera and Coleoptera. I photographed and identified
the contents of Mud Wasp nests which included many parasitic insects as
well as the paralysed food of caterpillars or spiders. I was awarded a
Certificate of Excellence by the Entomological Society of America for a
Entomologist. Kisumu
photographic sequence of the life cycle of Anthrax conspircuta Wiedman, Cotton
on Lake Victoria, Kenya
(Diptera, Bombyliidae) My interest in mimicry extended from Lepidoptera
(Papilio dardanus and P. rex) where both the models and mimics are
butterflies, to the Asilidae, Diptera, where large asilid mimics parasitise Xylocopid bees. These
flies can occur in several colour forms which mimic different species of bee. I bred many of the
local butterflies and photographed most of them. I provided images of the larvae of Papilio phorcas
to Drs. Clarke & Shephard of the University of Liverpool who were working on the genetics of the
Mimic Swallowtail. Of particular interest was Papilio nandina, a hybrid between P.phorcas and
P.dardanus. These specimens are now in the collection of the BMNH.
My stomping ground covered vast areas of Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda, and included such
famous localities as Mt. Kilimanjaro, Amboseli, Lake Magadi, Ngorongoro Crater, Mt. Kenya, Mt.
Elgon and the lakes of the Great Rift Valley. Frequently weekends were spent at Watamu, just
south of Malindi on the coast, and near to the ruins of Gedi. Here I was either fishing for Sailfish,
collecting Cowrie shells or catching butterflies. When driving through Tsavo Park I usually stopped
at the 24hour petrol station where one of the night attendants collected dung beetles for me.
Hundreds of these beetles were attracted to the lights at night and he popped them into a jerry can
of petrol for me to collect on my return journey. There were many of the large Heliocopris spp. but
I was more interested in the smaller species. On one occasion my windscreen had been broken by
a stone, flung up by a passing lorry. Driving under these conditions was quite perilous because I
was sometimes struck in the face by a 3 inch horned beetle which usually caused a wound.
Sometimes I arrived at my destination with a face covered with blood.
FRANCE
In 1967 I was called back to Cambridge and was offered situations in Australia, USA and Europe. I
chose Europe because I wanted to experience some of the European countries about which I
knew very little. In 1969 I married Susan Hunt, whom I had met in Kenya and following our
marriage in Stratford upon Avon, we spent six months a year in southern France. We eventually
moved permanently to live in various hill villages in the foothills of Mont Ventoux, Vaucluse. We
could have lived anywhere in Provence but I chose to live in the area where J-H.Fabre, the
famous French entomologist, had carried out his studies. I frequently visited his home in Serignan,
which is now a museum.
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We produced four daughters while living in St. Pierre de Vassols, and this certainly helped to keep
open the little village school, which was in danger of merging with that of a nearby village.
During the 17 years of living in Upper Provence, I studied most of the European butterfly species
and bred many of them. My employment took me frequently to Spain, Italy and the Alpes, and this
enabled me to study some of the more uncommon species. In 1968 I had been invited to become
a Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society of London and this had introduced me to several wellknown lepidopterists. Each summer, some of them came on short visits to stay with us. In 1981 I
was an invited speaker at the RESL Symposium on Biology of Butterflies, and this introduced me
to several international lepidopterists.
One of the many projects which I privately maintained was the study of Iolana iolas, the Iolas Blue,
the largest Lycaenid Butterfly in Europe. One day, while sampling seed pods of its foodplant
Colutea arborescens, I encountered a team of students who were recording the songs of Cicadas.
They were led by Prof. Mike Claridge, of the University College Cardiff. We questioned each other
about our activities, and he then persuaded me to register my work for a PhD in his department.
This I did, but, because of the complicated population ecology, it took me some years to complete.
I was awarded a PhD in 1992. I still visit the area each year and record my field observations.
Part of my employment involved liaising with technical specialists in various parts of the world,
particularly in government research stations and universities. One of the gems of this aspect of my
work was a tour of many of the major universities in the USA, eg. Harvard, Berkeley, Riverside,
Stanford. Of course, similar visits were made in other countries. eg. Bolzano in N.Italy and Pretoria
in S. Africa.
SOUTH AFRICA
A few years after a company takeover by Schering of Berlin, I
was transferred from Europe to South Africa, and given an office
in Stellenbosch, Cape. I had previously visited major
government agricultural stations in South Africa, so I had a little
knowledge of the country.
There was an enormous amount to learn about the South
African butterflies, particularly myrmecophily, which had whetted
my appetite at the Symposium on Butterfly Biology in 1981,
when I met Naomi Pierce (Harvard University). I had for some
Alan Heath and Len, Springbok, Aug
years been corresponding with Charlie Dickson and Alan Heath,
2008
so I soon joined the Lepidoptera Society and attended meetings
and symposia. I continued my studies of seasonal polyphenism
in the genus Precis and made use of constant environment rooms of the Entomology Department,
University of Stellenbosch and of the Fruit and Fruit Tree Research Institute, Stellenbosch.
My interest in variation resulted in several publications, three of them concerning recessive
varieties of Colias electo. The Lucerne fields of the Western Cape were a good source of
uncommon varieties and thousands of butterflies were raised in captivity at this time,
I contacted Ray Murphy of Malawi and he supplied me with large numbers of specimens of C.
electo from various locations in Malawi and adjacent countries. I had intended to publish my
conclusions, however, I was “pipped to the post” by Verhulst. Although I somewhat disagreed with
some of his conclusions, I refrained from publishing my own work.
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In order to confirm my conclusions concerning the forms of
Colias electo, I wanted to discuss the situation with someone
with extensive knowledge of the genus. Pringle of Durban gave
me the name of the world specialist. He worked at the University
of Urbana Champagne, in Illinois, USA, and his name was
MacLeod. (I leave it to readers to understand this “coincidence”).
We corresponded for some years until he died prematurely. In
my first paper on Colias electo ab. capensis, I included him as
co-author, in his memory.

Stew and Alan. Kleinzee, Northern Cape,
South Africa 2006

The unexpected death of my wife in 1988 brought an end to my study of Lepidoptera for
approximately ten years. During this time, my life was centred upon my four daughters. I later
returned to Europe and farmed sheep on the Isle of Skye, Scotland.
It was in 2005, when I turned 65 and received my retirement pensions that I returned to South
Africa. I settled once more in Somerset West and immediately spent most days in the pursuit of
butterflies. I carried out extensive studies of several genera including the Aloeides. There were
several other LepSoc members doing the same and eventually an Aloeides Group was
established. Unfortunately, there was a degree of rivalry and jealousy between certain members
and under these circumstances I therefore “took a back seat”.
I had always shown an interest in Monkey Beetles (Coleoptera, Hopliini) which were numerous
everywhere in the Cape Provinces. Literature on these beetles was difficult to obtain and there
were, and still are, no books on the subject. At that time there were over 1200 described species,
but I soon realised that there were at least several thousand. When on field trips for butterflies, I
studied and collected Monkey Beetles and these gradually became the primary reason for many of
my field trips. There were few people who had knowledge of this group of insects, and this still
remains a problem. During my studies, I discovered new feeding
methods as well as new species and genera.
I have recently achieved 80 years and at this milestone in my
life, and at the request of my daughters, I have returned to the
land of my birth. The Coronavirus pandemic is in full swing and I
find life confusing and yet, interesting. What will come next? The
general public has more-or-less forgotten about the threat of
climate change. Universities, colleges, schools and museums
are closed and few businesses are permitted to function
normally. I currently spend much time writing up certain parts of
my research.

Riding a zebra (Shades of...Lord Walter
Rothschild)
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your
identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com.
There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to
July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is
final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society.

Entries for November

Noble Swallowtail
Papilio nobilis nobilis
Soysambu, Kenya
Jean-Francois Damon

Southern African Caper White
Belenois creona severina
Colchester, E Cape
Marie Delport

African Orange Tip
Colotis evenina evenina
Zambia
Mark Helam

Narrow-banded Widow
Dingana angusta
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Vaughan Jessnitz

Red-tab Policeman
Coeliades keithloa
Izingolweni, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Golden Lined Glider
Cymothoe ochreata
Bwindi, Uganda
Herbert Byaruhanga

NOVEMBER
November’s winner is Mark Hellam.
Mark took this photo of Fire Grid Burnet
(Arniocera erythropyga) in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
This is a day-flying moth of the family Zygaenidae
and is found in Zimbabwe and Malawi to
Mozambique and South Africa.
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Entries for December

Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail
Papilio nireus lyaeus
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo
Lourens Erasmus

Sulphur Orange Tip
Colotis auxo auxo
Grahamstown, E Cape
Lynette Rudman

Dancing Swordtail
Graphium polistratus
Tanzania
Suddheer Kommana

Leopard Nymph
Pseudargynnis hegemone
Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Eastern Red Glider
Cymothoe hobarti hobarti
Kakamega, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

Highlands Mountain Fritillary
Issoria hanningtoni jeanneli
Gatamaiyu, Kenya
Jeremy Dobson

DECEMBER
December’s winner is Stephen Ball, with this
amazing image of a King Copper (Tylopaedia
sardonyx sardonyx) in flight; I don’t think I’ve seen
a similar picture before.
Stephen took this photo near Oviston, south of
Gariep Dam on the Free State / Eastern Cape
border.
Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx is a very
widespread butterfly, although it is seldom
common.
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TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES…
A nine-day Wonder - Zululand April / May 2008
Steve Woodhall
This year, the public holidays at the end of April fell very conveniently. We only had to take two
days leave to get a wonderful nine-day break! Amazingly many companies would not allow this,
and we ended up with only four of us being able to th take advantage. Jenny Norman and I set off
on early Saturday 26 April for our first port of call, Louis Gunter's farm Dreadnaught near Entumeni
Forest.
As we got there, the clouds came up and it looked like we were in for a soaking. Brian Plowes and
his new girlfriend Lizelle came up to meet us, and we set off for Entumeni itself. As we got there,
the weather appeared to clear a bit and warmed up, so we parked at the picnic site and walked
back towards the entrance along the track. There was
quite a bit of activity about, such as Spotted Sailer
Neptis saclava marpessa, and to Jenny's joy Large Flat
Celaenorrhinus mokeezi mokeezi. There were lots of
Common Bush Brown Bicyclus safitza, and the picnic
site clearing had lots of Blonde Glider Cymothoe
coranus, both sexes. We hung a lot of banana traps
around there and were rewarded with lots of Charaxes –
White-barred C. brutus natalensis, Green-veined C.
candiope and Pearl C. varanes being the commonest,
but there was the occasional Forest-king C. xiphares
penningtoni as well. These all got very drunk on Brian's
Female Blonde Glider, Cymothoe coranus on forest
Jungle Juice bait, so were easy to photograph. The
floor at Entumeni
Blonde Gliders sat more tamely with some of this on
board, and we got some superb photos.
We had a long and fruitless walk on the forest's circular trail accompanied by lots of complaints
from the ladies as there were some big hills in there. We ended up back at the picnic site! As we
walked along the track again, I noticed some Silver-leafed Milkplum Englerophytum natalense
leaves that had been eaten in a familiar fashion – only the midrib left, with some frass stuck to the
uneaten portion of the leaf. The frass turned out to hide some baby Pseudacraea larvae, and then
I found a final instar. It looked nothing like the two False Acraeas (Boisduval's Pseudacraea
boisduvali trimeni and False Chief P. lucretia tarquinia) that I had reared in the past, so I guessed
it was False Wanderer P. eurytis imitator. I immediately bagged the larva and took some leaves to
store in an Eskie for the rest of the trip. He (I was correct in my ID and it turned out a male)
survived bumpy roads and stale foodplant for the entire trip, and was dubbed 'Piggle'.
Dreadnaught proved to be very comfortable accommodation, as it rained cats and dogs outside.
So on the 27 , Sunday morning, we set off in Brian's Hilux for Ngoye with high hopes of the Hilltop
and Bicolored Skipper Abantis bicolor. We thought we'd get rained off again, but as we
approached the hidden entrance to Ngoye the clouds lifted and it was lovely. We hung traps along
the road in, and found a lot of butterflies on the strange white flowers that grow in profusion,
including lots of Dusky-veined Acraea Hyalites igola, both sexes and both female colour morphs.
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‘Piggle' final instar False Wanderer Pseudacraea
eurytis imitator larva

Cream form female Dusky-veined Acraea - Hyalites
igola

There were also lots of Albatros Whites Appias sabina
phoebe, and eventually I got a shot of one of these as
well. I wanted one of a female; I got one that was being
pursued by a male, but part of her forewing was
obscured by a grass leaf. But the reason we really
wanted to go to Ngoye in April was the report of Ken
Pennington's experience seeing dozens feeding on
'Scabious' there in 1952. I have never seen this flower at
Ngoye and wondered if it had been misidentified and
was actually the species in the photo on page 167. We
did see one Bicolored Skipper, at the top of the granite
lookout koppie on a tall tree, which defeated even
Brian's gigantic net extensions. It was unphotographable
and had to be identified by binoculars!

Male Cupreous Hairtail - Anthene princeps at Ngoye

That hilltop did provide a couple of thrills. A few Natal Opal Chrysoritis natalensis were flying
around some Diospyros at the summit. We saw a female lay an egg, which is either a new
foodplant record or more evidence that this butterfly is merely a form of Burnished Opal C.
chrysaor. When one sees a fiery orange beastie whizzing around forest treetops, one's thoughts
immediately turn to phosphor, but admittedly we were too low in altitude for this. We also found the
first ever Cupreous Hairtail Anthene princeps Jenny had seen, in fact I'd never got close to one
before – my only specimen was hooked off a tall tree at nearby Mandawe, and I had no idea what
it was until I'd killed it. We got only a few shots of this nervous little insect. It only opened its wings
for an instant before haring off into the canopy to keep the bicolor company!
As well as these, there was a real trouper of a Black-and-Orange Playboy Deudorix dariaves, who
posed very nicely. The only reason he isn't here is that we found an even better one later on at
Tembe. Brian trapped a female Forest Queen Euxanthe wakefieldi later on; this gave us hope that
we'd see more later on, but we didn't. It was the first time Jenny had seen one close up.
Eventually the weather came in on us, and we had a long drive back to Dreadnaught in the back of
the Hilux to look forward to. Brian's vehicle is massively capable off road but big people like me
are not meant to sit on the rear seats!
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Monday 28 April was our day for travelling to Tembe.
Brian and Lizelle decided to go via home (Richards Bay),
and Jenny and I went via Hluhluwe and Mbazwana. We
had hopes of stopping off en route in the interesting bush
along the new road, but no dice – it rained non-stop. We
called Nick de Goede at Tembe and he said the sun was
out! So Zaddachi the Subaru got thrashed a bit. A long
time ago I adopted Kevin's trick of naming his vehicles
after butterflies 'Zizula' Hilux for example and 'Brutus' the
late unlamented black and white Landy. I was originally
planning to call my Mica Red Scooby 'Sangaris', but then
I realised she is a Forester = common name for
Common Buff - Baliochila aslanga feeding on scale
insects (visible on the stem near his feet), at Tembe. Euphaedra; ergo Zaddachi, a red Forester! Anyway, the
He has flipped his wings open to show the orangecrap weather was faster than Zaddachi and we entered
yellow upper side.
Tembe to spotting drizzle. Nick showed us the basic but
very comfortable research camp, complete with flowering Dune Soapberry Deinbollia oblongifolia
in the middle. We couldn't wait so despite the rain we went hunting for Pod Mahogany Afzelia
quanzensis. This was after all a hunt for Flame-bordered Emperor Charaxes protoclea azota.
The next morning, the 29th, dawned with high overcast clearing from the south, so it was with high
hopes that we set out. Every Red Ivory Berchemia zeyheri tree as searched for Oncocalyx bolusii
to no avail. We went off to the eastern side of the reserve, butterflies very scarce to begin with, but
the wetland scenery was sublime. As the weather warmed up we started to see the normal
Zululand butterflies; there were a lot of pierids about, as well as many Dark-webbed Ringlets. We
found a white-flowered bush that was attracting a lot of butterflies, as well as day-flying moths.
One was a Venilioides cf. inflammata, a rare thing that Hermann tells me is the first record outside
the Lebombos. Then we stopped for lunch at one of the safe stops. After we'd eaten I had a walk
around the car park, eyes peeled for Elephant and Pussies With Attitude. I was enchanted to find
a colony of Common Buff Baliochila aslanga, all feeding on immature scale insects. I took loads of
photos, and found that, although normally they sat with wings closed, every so often one would
momentarily open its wings. You have to be very fast with an SLR's shutter button to catch this, I
write modestly (photo page 168).
As we drove back towards camp, we spotted a lycaenid
playing around the forest edge. Closer examination
showed it to be a Black-and-Orange Playboy Deudorix
dariaves. Even more so than his relative at Ngoye, he
sat happily on shiny leaves, wings akimbo, totally
unfazed by all these photographers moving his perch
around, flashing white light into his eyes, and even
touching his antennae. Now all I need is a female to be
so obliging!
Eventually we got back to camp and went to look at the
traps. Alas, no Flamebordered Emperors, but there were
Black-and-Orange Playboy - Deudorix dariaves
plenty of Giant Emperor C. castor flavifasciatus in them.
perching at Tembe
These also feed on Pod Mahogany, so perhaps we were
just a few weeks too early. The weather then came in, and it started to rain…
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The next day, the 30th, started fairly clear if cool, so we went on another drive. We didn't find that
much more than we had on the previous day, and Brian and Lizelle were feeling a little tired so we
dropped them off at camp. Jenny and I went off to Makane's Drift to look for Sesbania Blue
Leptotes pulchra. We found it but only just. All the marshlands full of reeds and River-bean
Sesbania sesban have been drained and are either full of maize, or burdock. The place is a mess
and we could really do with another Cyclone Demoina to clear it out! Then we went to the area just
outside the western Tembe fence where we have found so many good butterflies in the past. This
time there was nothing really to get excited about, just the usual Dark-webbed Ringlets and
pierids. We found an Acacia burkei with twig galls and on them I found a few hatched eggs of
Pennington's/Van Son's Playboy Deudorix penningtoni/vansoni. These are interchangeable as far
as I'm concerned; they have the same foodplant, and the only difference in them is the red-ochre
triangle in the forewing of Pennington's. The females are identical and that's what came out of
these galls, alongside a couple of flies!
We found some of the ubiquitous Common Buffs as well, but then Jenny let out a yell 'Buff!!!'
Looking around, I saw what looked like a small pierid fluttering around. A quick swipe of the net
and there she was – Jenny's first Zulu Buff Teriomima zuluana. A concerted search found no
more.
We then went back to camp where we collected the traps
and had a few beers in the luxury camp. Then I gave a
slide show to a gathering of rangers, locals and tourists.
There was a lot of interest in SABCA and LepSoc in
general. But Brian had something to make us both
envious – a perfect female Paradise Skipper Abantis
paradisea sitting on the aforementioned Dune Soapberry
flowers. He's still rubbing it in now. I have never got a
shot of this that I'd even use for lining the bin – the ones
in my book were taken by Rob Paré.
The 1st of May was another move day, so we decided to
go to Manguzi and get to Ndumo that evening. We had
high hopes to get some of the Manguzi specials –
maybe Mottled-green Nymph Euryphura achlys or Ferrous Swift Borbo ferruginea dondo. The
Dune Soapberries were out, but not fully so. There were a few butterflies on them, and one
amazingly rare Dwarf Chamaeleon, but lifers were in short supply. We hung traps and Brian saw a
Flame-bordered Emperor, and one Forest Queen had a look at my traps, but there was little else
besides a perfect specimen of a female Satyr Emperor Charaxes ethalion f. swynnertoni. The best
thing we got was Granular Ringlet. This was found in the Chief's house garden and Jenny has a
shot of a gaggle of children observing me full length on the ground, Nikon in action. I bet that shot
will come back to haunt me.
Granular Ringlet - Ypthima granulosa at Manguzi
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We did get some nice shots of Gold-banded Forester
Euphaedra neophron, which was not as common as it can
be but easier to creep up on than usual. Eventually we got
to Ndumo where Ferdy Myburgh put us up in the Croc
Farm house. As we had our evening braai we could hear
munching close by, but couldn't work out what it was.
Eventually we spotted it – a huge hippo only about 6 m
away. A bigger killer than a croc!
Over the next two days we combed Ndumo, looking at
every Red Ivory tree we could see, for Oncocalyx bolusii.
We even got hold of André Coetzer and had a good stab
at finding the plant he and Rob Kyle found White-spotted
Sapphire on. But no dice. This is a RARE plant!

Pennington's Buff - Cnodontes penningtoni feeding
on scale insects at Ndumo

Because the weather was a bit dull and cloudy, we didn't see many butterflies. There were a few
pierids around including some nice winter form Bushveld Orange Tips Colotis pallene. It was also
good to see an old friend – Bushveld Purple Tip Colotis ione. At Ndumo we found an interesting
mix of bushveld and forest butterflies, because we also saw species like Brown Pansy Junonia
natalica. I'd love to go back in good weather and have a look at the thick riverine forest near the
Croc Farm. Ndumo is also seriously beautiful – the Fever Tree Acacia xanthophloea forests
around Nyamithi Pan are one of the most glorious sights I've seen in Africa.
We also found the obligatory colonies of Common Buff, and Jenny showed her sharp eyes again
by spotting Pennington's Buff Cnodontes penningtoni feeding, as a lot of buffs seem to do, on
scale insects…
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FOOTNOTE
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as
submitted by the author.
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com.
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions.
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here:
EDITION

DATE

LINK

EDITION

DATE

LINK

2016-5
2016-6
2017-1
2017-2
2017-3
2017-4
2017-5
2017-6
2018-1
2018-2
2018-3
2018-4
2018-5
2018-6
2019-1
2019-2
2019-3
2019-4
2019-5
2019-6

Sep 2016
Nov 2016
Jan 2017
Mar 2017
May 2017
Jul 2017
Sep 2017
Nov 2017
Jan 2018
Mar 2018
May 2018
Jul 2018
Sep 2018
Nov 2018
Jan 2019
Mar 2019
May 2019
July 2019
Sep 2019
Nov 2019

ABN 2016-5
ABN 2016-6
ABN 2017-1
ABN 2017-2
ABN 2017-3
ABN 2017-4
ABN 2017-5
ABN 2017-6
ABN 2018-1
ABN 2018-2
ABN 2018-3
ABN 2018-4
ABN 2018-5
ABN 2018-6
ABN 2019-1
ABN 2019-2
ABN 2019-3
ABN 2019-4
ABN 2019-5
ABN 2019-6

2020-1
2020-2
2020-3
2020-4
2020-5
2020-6
2021-1
2021-2
2021-3
2021-4
2021-5
2021-6

Jan 2020
Mar 2020
May 2020
Jul 2020
Sep 2020
Nov 2020
Jan 2021
Mar 2021
May 2021
July 2021
Sep 2021
Nov 2021

ABN 2020-1
ABN 2020-2
ABN 2020-3
ABN 2020-4
ABN 2020-5
ABN 2020-6
ABN 2021-1
ABN 2021-2
ABN 2021-3
ABN 2021-4
ABN 2021-5
ABN 2021-6

93

