JULY 2022
ABN 2022 – 4
(NEWS FROM MAY
AND JUNE)

LATEST NEWS
Welcome to July’s newsletter!
July marks the sixth anniversary of the LepSoc Africa newsletter: the 36th edition of ABN. During
this period, we have published nearly 2 500 pages, incorporating more than 2 000 articles by over
200 different authors. There have been more than 700 000 words and, incredibly, in excess of
3 500 000 letters or punctuation characters.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed!

Corrections
Gilles Faravel noted that the link to the Bebearia paper on page 8 of May’s newsletter was
incorrectly directed to a Precis article. If anyone wants a copy of the Bebearia paper, please let me
know. Gilles also picked up that on page 10 I’d referred to Dominique Bernaud as Bernard.

LepSoc Africa Conference
This year’s annual LepSoc Africa Conference will be held at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens on
Saturday 17 September 2022. As per last year, the Conference will be open to “live” and “virtual”
presenters and delegates. Subject to the number of presentations that are submitted, we intend to
cover the conference in a single day, reserving a free day (Sunday 18 September) for butterfly
trips – this is prime butterfly season in the Johannesburg area. A Call for Papers will be circulated
shortly.
The Annual General Meeting will be held as a separate event, via Zoom networking only. The date
and time are still to be confirmed, but provisionally Wednesday 14 September at 19h00.
Nestle Centre
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Taxonomic revisions
The following taxonomic acts were published in Metamorphosis:
•
•
•
•

Afriodinia delicata zanzibarica raised to Afriodinia zanzibarica.
Afriodinia lico Bayliss et al, 2022 sp. nov.
Iolaus (Philiolaus) manasei becomes I. (Argiolaus) manasei.
Iolaus gatamaiya Safian & Collins, 2022 sp. nov.

LepSoc Africa subscriptions
If you are reading this newsletter, it should mean that you have paid your LepSoc Africa
subscriptions for 2022! On 30 June Hanna Edge deleted the contact details of everyone who has
not paid since 2020; this is a direct result of the POPIA act which governs how LepSoc Africa
manage the personal details of our members.
Non-members will not receive the ABN newsletter, will not be copied with LepSoc Africa
notifications, and will no longer have access to the website.
We don’t want to lose anyone! If you are unsure of your standing (and didn’t receive July’s
newsletter), please contact Hanna at hanitadut@gmail.com

Gabon Lepidoptera Workshop
After several Covid related postponements, we are re-looking at the Gabon Lepidoptera
Workshop. I’ve been in touch with Gael Ruboneka, author of Les Papillons du Gabon; Gael – who
will be joining us at the Workshop - considers that October to February are probably the best
months for Lepidoptera in Gabon, although there isn’t really a completely unproductive season. He
thinks early December is possibly optimum, although I’d like to avoid the December holidays, as
many of you will have other family commitments.
I’ve visited Gabon in November and, while the butterflies were
brilliant, it was extraordinarily wet and I foresee potential
logistical problems: roads being washed away, buses getting
stuck etc. As a result, I propose a late January / early February
window. New-moon dates for 2024 at Makokou are 11 Jan or 9
Feb; I think the former date is too close to the December break,
so I propose we look at the fortnight starting Sat 3 Feb and
ending Sun 17 Feb 2024.

Fiery Glider
Cymothoe lucasii lucasii
Ivindo, Gabon
Jeremy Dobson

I’m going to start planning the workshop accordingly, but please
feel free to comment if you have alternative suggestions. Those
of you who registered for the Workshop in 2020 will be given first option for places, but we
probably need to limit numbers to a maximum of 25 people - I received over 40 registration forms
last time.
Further details, including a preliminary budget, will be circulated shortly.
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Westville Conservancy talk (Suncana Bradley)
LepSoc Africa’s Suncana Bradley was invited to be a
guest speaker at Westville Conservancy’s annual
meeting.
Suncana gave a presentation on caterpillar rearing,
which by all accounts went really well: there were
loads of questions and considerable interest in the
caterpillars that Suncana had brought with her.
The presentation was reported by the Highway Mail, a
70-year-old newspaper based in Pinetown and
covering news in the Durban area. A copy of the
article is attached, for information.

African Wildlife Magazine
The latest edition of African Wildlife and Environment magazine has been published. It includes a
Gardening for Wildlife feature by Charles and Julia Botha and showcases Pig’s Ear (Cotyledon
orbiculata) and its relationship with several butterflies. As usual, the article is beautifully written
and illustrated!
African Wildlife and Environment

Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
During a recent trip to the UK, I collected three copies of Mylothris by Haydon Warren-Gash. I’ve
only got one copy left, which is on sale for R1 700; if you want a copy of this essential book,
please let me know, as soon as possible.

Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 3 – Nymphalidae
(Dubi Benyamini)
I have “imported” five copies of Dubi Benyamini’s latest book, but only have two copies unsold.
The books are available, from me, for R1 800 each. Dubi has discounted the price, and this
represents a huge saving: the book costs £120 in the UK before you consider postage.
I’ve still got three editions of Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 2 (Papilionidae, Pieridae and
Hesperiidae), which are available for R1 600. As above, this is a significantly discounted price.
The two remaining volumes in the series (Volume 1 and Volume 4) haven’t yet been published.
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Wildflowers of the Waterberg (Warwick Tarboton)
LepSoc Africa members Warwick and Michèle Tarboton have coauthored Wildflowers of the Waterberg.
The book received a glowing review in December’s Veld & Flora and
includes photos of a couple of butterflies that Warwick photographed
(and Mark Williams identified) during a butterfly-trip to Bateleur.
Lavishly illustrated with over 2000 photographs and more than a
hundred line-drawings, Wildflowers of the Waterberg describes and
illustrates 661 species of wildflowers that occur in this
topographically diverse region in northern South Africa.
If you’d like a copy of the book, please contact Warwick at warwick@warwicktarboton.co.za
You can view a sample via the link below:
Wildflowers of the Waterberg

Butterflies of Botswana (Jeremy Dobson)
The initial print-run of Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and
their Natural History by Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark
Williams has sold out.
Our printer, LepSoc Africa’s Andrew Mayer of Global Print has printed a
second batch of 50 soft-cover and 50 hard-cover books. The price has
increased slightly to R 650 and R 950 respectively; please contact me at
jchdobson@gmail.com should you wish to buy a copy of this book.

The Wetlander
Friends of Verloren Valei, an organization of which LepSoc Africa are corporate members, has
published their May edition of the Wetlander.
The newsletter includes an article by Justin Bode regarding a butterfly found at Verloren Valei:
Basuto Skolly (Thestor basuta basuta).
The Wetlander

Greenwings Tour
Steve Woodhall and Callan Cohen hosted a butterfly photographic safari for a group of visiting
butterfly enthusiasts in May. I was hoping to include details in this newsletter, but a trip report is
not yet available. This will be featured in September’s newsletter.
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Butterflies and Moths of Kiranyi Village in the Arusha Region of
Tanzania (Virginia King)
From 2013 to 2017, Simon King photographed the
butterflies and moths in his garden in Kiranyi Village in
Tanzania.
Simon was a keen photographer. He loved nature.
Assisted by his wife, Rosemary Shirima, he combined his
love of the natural world and photography to produce this
book of over 300 pages.
This book was originally planned to be an annotated
guide but because Simon died before he could bring it to
fruition, it is now a collection of his photographs with
scientific identification and some notes. He took many thousands of photographs of butterflies and
moths in his garden in Kiranyi Village, Sakina but not all of them are reproduced in this book.
The book is a celebration of his love for photography and his fascination and unflagging interest in
the natural world and will be of interest to professionals and enthusiasts and lovers of the natural
world.
If you are interested in obtaining a copy of this book, a limited number are available in hardback and
it is being printed in paperback. Please send an email to Virginia King at vking@dodo.com.au
Hardback edition: $US79
Paperback edition: $US43
Postage from Australia: $US49
Virginia very kindly posted me a copy of the book and it is well worth having!

Kloof Conservancy Open Day
Steve Woodhall and Mark Liptrot will be representing LepSoc Africa at the 22nd Kloof Conservancy
Indigenous Open Gardens Show on 2-3 July 2022.
Kloof Conservancy Open Day
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Grasses of East Africa (Dino Martins)
Dino Martins, a sponsor member of LepSoc Africa, has published Grasses of East Africa.
The book describes 100 species of common, ecologically important or remarkable grasses found
in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi.
Grasses comprise one of the largest plant families on Earth
but are possibly the most overlooked. Yet it is these ubiquitous
and important plants that have the greatest impact on our daily
lives – providing a wide range of staple foods for humans
globally, a fundamental source of grazing for livestock, and
food and shelter for an infinite variety of wildlife.
This book includes:
• Clearly laid out and easy-to-use species descriptions
• Beautiful line and watercolour illustrations with labels
highlighting notable features
• Full-colour photographs
• A concise introduction covering the economic significance of
grasses, their ecology, habitats and conservation.
You can find Dino’s book in South Africa at selected
bookstores and online at the Struik Nature shop:
https://bit.ly/3oS29Qw or via the Penguin Random House
website: https://bit.ly/3GUibiU
It is on sale in South Africa for R 280.

Books Wanted (John Osborne)
John Osborne is a friend of James Wakefield in Zimbabwe.
John is looking for copies of Georges Van Son’s The Butterflies of Southern Africa, Volumes One
to Four.
If anyone can help, please contact John, via WhatsApp, at +263 77 514 2287. Alternatively, you
may email his daughter at bluegumsfarm.pz@gmail.com
Alex Singleton is looking for Pennington’s 2; if you can help, please contact Alex at
alexsingle100.as@gmail.com
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Papers
LepSoc Africa member Zdenek Fric forwarded me two papers for inclusion in this newsletter:
1/. Contribution to the knowledge of the Papilionoidea fauna of Dhofar (Sultanate of Oman)
(Insecta: Lepidoptera)
R. Verovnik, M. Seizmair, V. Hula, Z. Mrágek & Z. F. Fric

Historically, 63 species of Papilionoidea have been recorded from Dhofar province, Oman,
although the region has been poorly studied. The authors of this paper conducted 13 expeditions
to Dhofar between 2008 and 2019 and visited 67 localities, with a view to complementing the
limited knowledge and finding some rare species with limited records. The results of their research
are included in this paper.
65 species of butterfly were recorded, including Colias crocea (a new record for the country) and
three are new butterfly-records for the region: Papilio machaon muetingi, Papilio demoleus and
Pelopidas thrax, bringing the total to 72 species recorded for Dhofar.
In addition, interesting records for the following species are discussed in detail: Colotis liagore, C.
protomedia, Acraea neobule, Melitaea deserticola scotti, Melanitis leda, Cigaritis dhofarina,
Chloroselas esmeralda bilqis, Tarucus balkanicus, Azanus moriqua, Euchrysops lois, Spialia
colotes semiconfluens and Spialia zebra bifida.
The authors note that further surveys during the monsoon season would be valuable to
complement their research.
Papilionoidea fauna of Dhofar
2/. DNA barcodes on their own are not enough to describe a species
Alireza Zamani, Zdenek Faltýnek Fric, Hugo F. Gante, Tapani Hopkins, Alexander B. Orfinger, Mark D. Scherz, Alena
Sucháčková Bartonová and Davide Dal Pos

Earth’s biodiversity is still so poorly known that only about two million of the estimated nine million
or more animals and plants have been described - taxonomists are in a race against time to
discover biodiversity before it is lost as a result of the Anthropocene mass extinction.
Species description is often the result of a long and time-consuming process that involves
collecting specimens, processing them, discovering their correct place in the tree of life and
describing the species and its diagnostic characters from other related species. Currently, about
18,000 species are described each year, which means that species are going extinct at least as
fast as they are named. This ‘taxonomic impediment’ has been recognized as a serious problem
and has led to several proposed solutions, one of which involves describing species based almost
solely on their COI barcodes.
The authors of this paper argue that, while Barcode Index Numbers (BINs), based on COI
barcodes are a useful tool for grouping species, they should not be used for species definition.
DNA barcodes on their own are not enough to describe a species
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Twelfth International Symposium on Pollination
The twelfth international symposium on pollination had been planned for Kirstenbosch, Cape Town
over the period 12 to 16 September. The organizing committee has had to postpone the event due
to low registration numbers, believed to be a result of financial constraints and travel concerns
related to the Covid pandemic.

UK Butterflies
You should have a look at this astonishing website: https://ukbutterflies.co.uk/index.php
The site lists all the butterflies that have been recorded from the UK and provides detailed
information and great pictures of each species (adults and early stages). If you click on
“Distribution” a map of the UK shows all the known locality points. If you then click on the onedegree quadrant that you are interested in, the locality-points may be inspected, in detail, in either
map or satellite view.
Other features include a list of all the butterflies that are likely to be flying in any particular week;
using this website and given unlimited time, one should easily be able to see all the butterflies
found in the UK in a single season!

Irish Butterflies
Another great website is Irish Butterflies: http://www.irishbutterflies.com/
The site includes details of all species found in Ireland, photos and a list of species that can be
found in the current month.

UK Red listing
The following article was published in the Guardian. According to
British Butterfly Conservation, half of the UK’s 58 resident
butterfly species are vulnerable to extinction, and five more taxa
have recently been added to the red list. Having recently visited
the UK, I can’t help feeling that their remaining natural areas are
far better protected than almost anywhere in Africa, and that
their assessment of Chalkhill Blue (Lysandra coridon coridon) for
example as Vulnerable is completely out of kilter with our own
IUCN evaluations conducted during the SABCA and SALCA
projects.

Chalkhill Blue (Lysandra coridon coridon)
Gavarnie, France
Jeremy Dobson

UK Red listing

UPL Latest
Exasperated by the apparent stalling tactics from the UPL agrochemicals company, elected
Durban community representatives have invited the company to a one-on-one meeting to discuss
the aftermath of the disastrous July 2021 chemical spill and explosion at Cornubia. The Daily
Maverick reports as follows:
UPL Latest
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Destruction of Miombo in the Vumba (James Wakefield)
James Wakefield posted the following article on the Zimbabwe Lepidopterists WhatsApp Group.
As Zimbabwe collapses further as a failed state, the last traces of a conservation ethic are also
disappearing. The once extensive Brachystegia woodland in the Vumba region is rapidly being
felled for firewood and for unregulated farming.
Destruction of Miombo in the Vumba

On a wing and a prayer (James Wakefield)
James Wakefield also posted the following video. It shows James gluing a replacement wing to a
badly damaged Swallowtail butterfly. The fact that the recipient of the new wing is a Citrus
Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus demodocus) and the replacement wing belongs to a Southern
Green-banded Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus) adds to the drama.
The operation appeared to be remarkably successful!
https://youtu.be/LQM5aD62zts

Feeding butterflies (James Wakefield)
James Wakefield has produced this excellent video, showing how to feed female butterflies and
how to care for the resulting eggs. In this clip, James persuades a Pale Giant Emperor (Charaxes
castor flavifasciatus) to lay 65 eggs.
Feeding butterflies

Butterflies at Victoria Falls
James Wakefield produced another video, showcasing the butterflies found at the Victoria Falls
“rainforest”, the unique vegetation occurring within the spray from the falls.
https://youtu.be/HaNOiS9nAlI

Conservation Easements in the Overberg
The South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) produced the following publication which details
the efforts of the Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust (ORCT) to implement a conservation
easement program in the Overberg, protecting the few remaining fragments of Renosterveld.
It is estimated that only 5% of this unique vegetation biome remains in South Africa - it is home to
several rare and endangered butterflies,
Conservation Easements in the Overberg
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The invisible loss – roadkill of butterflies in Uganda and Tanzania
(Szabolcs Sáfián)
A lot is heard about the rapid disappearance of pollinator organisms worldwide and the major drivers
mentioned are usually habitat loss and the application of pesticides. Although it might sound much
less significant, a moving vehicle can also contribute to the loss of pollinators (and apparently many
other flying insects) but if we multiply the vehicles on the roads by the number of insect individuals
killed on a daily basis, the final figure would probably be horrendously high.
Yet, we have no exact information about biodiversity loss caused by the millions of vehicles, and
here I would like to present just two examples of butterflies killed by vehicles in Uganda and
Tanzania as an eye-opener for this problem.
I first faced the high number of butterflies killed on the road in 2004 when I worked as a student on
a field project with a team of researchers from the Hungarian Natural History Museum in the Vértes
Hills, central Hungary. We had to walk to our field site along a small and rather quiet road passing
through natural woodland and grasslands. On one day walking back from the field, I noticed a dead
butterfly on the road surface, smashed by a vehicle. It was a Grayling – Hipparchia semele, a rather
rare and local woodland satyrine species. After finding the first butterfly, I paid more attention to the
corpses of butterflies along the road and in the next few days I collected specimens of Nettle Tree
Butterfly – Libythea celtis and Large Tortoiseshell – Nymphalis polychloros. All three mentioned
species are protected in Hungary. Beside those, many other commoner species were also picked
up from the roadside, and I was shocked by the numbers, knowing that this particular road had only
a couple of tens of cars passing on a daily basis between a small village and the main road.
In 2014 we organised a butterfly-watching trip to Uganda with participants from Butterfly
Conservation (UK). We spent three days in and around Kibale Forest, a prime destination to see
rainforest butterflies among Forest Elephants, Chimps, African Pitta and many other natural
attractions. On the walk back from the chimpanzee trekking, we walked on the then still untarred
main road that crosses Kibale Forest (Image 1). There were literally tens of thousands of Velvet
Tree Nymph – Sevenia occidentalium and lots of other butterflies down on the road, taking in
dissolved minerals from the wet road surface. They were all flushed by the rapidly passing vehicles
(see video), but obviously not all of them were able to avoid collision with them. Within half an hour
on our walk back to the visitors’ centre, I picked up 119 dead butterfly individuals belonging to 17
species. Forty seven of them were S. occidentalium, but rarer species, like Pseudacraea clarkii and
Myrina sharpei were also represented.
Needless to say, this upset me so much that I wanted to write a note about it at that time, but having
been responsible for my group, I could not dedicate time to complete it. Still, I saved the species list
and numbers in an excel sheet (see below) and photographed the pile of dead butterflies (Image 2).
Since our visit, the new tarred road has been completed and the cars, buses and heavy vehicles
pass through Kibale Forest at an even higher speed and the new road has probably also induced
heavier traffic, most likely causing the death of hundreds of thousands of butterflies on a yearly basis
inside a protected area.
I was reminded of this problem again in Tanzania when I had to take a bus from the East Usambara
Mountains to Dar es Salaam. We stopped for a hygiene break en route, and I alighted to stretch my
legs. That’s when I noticed quite a few dead butterflies on the radiator of our bus (Image 3). Taking
a closer look, I saw about ten individuals, and I decided to photograph them one by one for
identification (Images 4-6). It is impossible to even guess when and where these butterflies were hit
or how many were killed but did not get stuck in the radiator.
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However, just observing the bus and lorry traffic on this very busy highway in Tanzania got me very
disturbed about the loss of biodiversity caused by the road traffic on a daily basis. A quick check
revealed that there are approximately 1.4 billion vehicles registered worldwide. Even if we consider
that many millions are not driven through important butterfly habitats, we can imagine this invisible
loss of butterflies, other pollinators and biodiversity in general, which is obviously missing from any
estimations and predictions produced by scientists.
There could be ways to make estimates of butterfly roadkill and use the figures as an indicator for
biodiversity loss. The butterfly roadkill could be quantified by sampling butterflies at selected bus
terminals on the radiators of buses arriving from all destinations and at the same time sampling
various sections of roads in different seasons. This would give us exact figures or show trends over
time. Citizen scientists and students could contribute to this estimate, and we might be able to get
a more accurate picture of the situation in some parts of Africa. Although this would not solve the
problem we might draw attention to the situation, which could be further addressed by decision
makers and planners, particularly along roads inside protected areas and within migration corridors.
I also published a short video about this hazard in Kibale Forest, which is viewable online following
this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noHGwvi0W1Y

Species
Papilio phorcas
Papilio nireus
Graphium policenes
Terias (=Eurema) hecabe solifera
Myrina sharpei
Anthene larydas
Leptotes pirithous/jeanneli
Pseudonocaduba sp.
Azanus mirza
Charaxes sp.
Cyrestis camillus
Sevenia occidentaium
Cymothoe herminia
Pseudacraea clarkii
Pseudacraea lucretia
Phalanta eurytis
TOTAL

number of individuals
1
2
3
2
1
8
9
1
23
5
3
47
3
1
1
9
119
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Image 1. The previously untarred road crossing pristine forest in Kibale National Park.

Image 2. The pile of 119 dead individuals of 17 species of butterfly, collected in half an hour on the road in Kibale
Forest.
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Image 3. Dead butterflies and numerous other insects on the radiator of an intercity bus in Tanzania.

Image 4. Female Lesser Millet Skipper (Pelopidas mathias) and a bug on the radiator.
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Image 5. Male Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes zoolina) on the radiator.

Image 6. Female Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus) and a syrphid fly on the radiator.
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Kruger Park – May 2022 (Jeremy Dobson)
In early May I visited Kruger Park for a few days, with my wife and a couple of friends. We stayed
at Kruger Park Lodge in Hazyview, which is a golf estate, a few minutes’ drive from Phabeni Gate.
On our journey down I took a detour through Elandshoogte Forest, off the Schoeman’s Kloof road.
It was fairly quiet, but there were a few nice dry-season form Dead-leaf Commodore (Precis tugela
tugela).

Dead-leaf Commodore
(Precis tugela tugela)
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Southern African Caper White
(Belenois creona severina)
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph
(Metisella metis paris)
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

I’m not a particularly enthusiastic game-drive passenger (I’d far rather be walking though the
bush), but it was great to revisit Kruger after an absence of several years. We didn’t see anything
too amazing – a hyena and a couple of wild dogs – but there were loads of elephant, giraffe and
zebra. We’d arranged to play golf at Skukuza, which was memorable: not the golf so much, but
driving a golf ball over a herd of impala, with a Fish Eagle perched in a tree above the tee is
something that you don’t experience every day. In total I counted 59 species of butterfly at Kruger
Park Lodge (Abundance Index 4,3 – Good)

Chief
(Amauris echeria echeria)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Novice
(Amauris ochlea ochlea)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Small Ant-heap White
(Dixeia pigea)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Warrior False Acraea
(Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Common Barred Sailer
(Neptis laeta)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Amber Fig-tree Blue
(Myrina silenus ficedula)
Kruger Park Lodge, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY (Lourens Erasmus)
March 21 started off like any other day, checking in to the farm to make sure all is running
smoothly and to my great surprise for once it was, this meant I had some time to go exploring yet I
didn’t know where I felt like going as it was already 10 am. That’s when Chandawira came up to
me and said he would like to go back to KwaMhlanga as the previous time he went there with
myself, Steven and Jan was back in September 2021 and it was already pretty dry yet still
provided us with fond memories of chasing after Pale-yellow Amber (Telchinia burni) and Nkosi
Acraea (Acraea barberi), so I told him I had been there a couple of weeks ago and it looked totally
different.
We reached our destination at around 11:30 and as usual we were greeted with loads of clouds,
this didn’t dishearten me too much though as we soon made our way through the grass and came
across an African Three-ring (Ypthima asterope asterope), a butterfly which Chandawira had not
yet seen before and one I have always enjoyed seeing as the camouflage against the rocks is
always an impressive sight. We made our way towards the stream, an area which I had not really
explored before and saw a couple of African Leopard (Phalanta phalantha aethiopica) and a nice
Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithyia) along the way. As we ventured towards the top of the hills we
noticed a whole lot of Guineafowl (Hamanumida daedalus), a butterfly that has somewhat of a
special meaning to me as it was one of the first butterflies I noticed on the farm back in 2018 with
my mom and one which has often led me to scarce butterflies, which was yet again the case. A
few meters further we found a Pale Painted Ranger (Nervia nerva nerva) another new one for
Chandawira and things just kept on getting better from there on out as he found me an absolutely
gorgeous Pink Cupreous Ash Blue (Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena) which sat perfectly
with open wings. My day had been made, I absolutely love the purple and pink combination of this
butterfly so to say I was ecstatic would be an understatement.

Pink Cupreous Ash Blue
(Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Spotted Joker
(Byblia ilithyia)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Pale Painted Ranger
(Nervia nerva nerva)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Speckled Orange
(Parosmodes morantii morantii)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Guineafowl
(Hamanumida daedalus)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Little Acraea
(Acraea axina)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus
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When we reached the top of the hill though things were not looking as good as I had hoped, we
saw only a few Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Terias brigitta brigitta) and a solitary African Migrant
(Catopsilia florella) which was the equivalent of “winning second prize in a beauty contest.” (Stolen
from Monopoly).
Determined to find some more exquisite butterflies we decided to head to the “forest” area, and it
proved to be a very good choice, on the way down he found an extremely beautiful Painted
Emperor (Charaxes saturnus), I was still telling Chandawira that if the thing would open its wings,
it would be a miracle and well God provided. It was such a lovely experience; we both smiled and
had a look of pure bliss on our faces. A few moments later he saw a “Policeman” (Coeliades
species) so naturally I was looking out for a Black and White butterfly and didn’t see anything, I
thought I was going blind as Black and White would have stood out against the rocks. Turned out
it was a Peppered Hopper (Platylesches ayresii). We had a good laugh and proceeded down the
hill which became increasingly difficult as it was rather steep. Our final “hill highlight” was a rather
striking Speckled Orange (Parosmodes morantii morantii), this one being a lot brighter than the
ones I had previously seen at Loerieskloof.
Having finally made our way down we went to the forested area and were treated to some lovely
puddling Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus), Topaz Babul Blue (Azanus jesous), Common Zebra Blue
(Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and a few more African Leopard. We saw we were running out of
time unfortunately didn’t go up too high and decided to walk back along the “river bed” which again
proved to be a pretty good choice as we saw hundreds of Guineafowl and even managed to get a
mating pair which was pretty cool to see. The walk proved to be rather exciting as we found quite
a few more butterflies that we don’t often see in Muldersdrift such as Purple-brown Hairstreak
(Hypolycaena philippus philippus), a lovely female Brown Playboy (Deudorix antalus) (the last one
I saw was approximately 3 years ago) and a few beautiful Marsh Patroller (Brakefieldia perspicua
perspicua). The final slog through the grass proved to be quite strenuous as the grass was super
tall and we had walked a lot further than what I thought, but the grass provided us with another
rare butterfly, Northern Yellow Zulu (Alaena amazoula ochroma) which proved to be the final
highlight of a rather prosperous trip.

Painted Emperor
(Charaxes saturnus)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Marsh Patroller
(Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Northern Yellow Zulu
(Alaena amazoula ochroma)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

We found 32 species in total and had a great day, sharing many laughs as we had quite a few
near falls along the way down and really just enjoyed being out in nature and making a few
unexpected discoveries.

17

DOUBLE DELIGHT (Lourens Erasmus)
I was very excited when I got a call from Steven Ball asking me if I had met Mark Williams before,
(which I had not), explaining that he wanted to invite him on a trip to either Loding or KwaMhlanga,
I myself was leaning towards KwaMhlanga as I had only visited it once before and had fond
memories of chasing some beautiful Barber’s Acraea up the hills, so I was 100% in.
The journey started with me picking up Steven and Mark who immediately took turns to tell us
about their wonderful trips, Steven spoke about some of his adventures with his uncle Jonathan
Ball in his earlier years and how secretive people were about sharing specific locations for rare
butterflies, something which has always seemed strange to me, yet they explained to me that
butterflying was almost like a competitive sport back in the day. One story that really stood out to
me was Mark’s story about a church somewhere inside the forest area of Lekgalameetse and how
he always felt a deeper spiritual presence there, a concept which I could relate to even though I
had not yet been inside that church before.
We reached KwaMhlanga in high spirts and, although the
weather was bad, Steven and I soon found a lovely Spotted
Joker (Byblia ilithyia), which we were chasing desperately trying
to get decent picture of it. Mark went in the opposite direction
and soon found a Dismal Sylph (Tsitana tsita) and a lovely Pale
Painted Ranger (Nervia nerva nerva), both of which posed nicely
for pictures. Next up was one of my absolute favourite Acraea’s
(I have a few favourites), the Little Acraea (Acraea axina), a
butterfly that always floats as if is in some magical trance, super
peaceful yet super reluctant to pose for a picture, they seem to
Little Acraea
(Acraea axina)
love hiding between tall grasses making photography quite
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
challenging at times. We also encountered some African Plain
Lourens Erasmus
Tiger / African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), African
Three-ring (Ypthima asterope asterope) and Flower-girl Hopper (Platylesches neba), sadly though
the cloud cover was getting worse, so we decided to head over to Loding to chance our luck,
which proved to be a smart choice.
Loding proved to be pretty rewarding as we found quite a few of the “Tips” (Colotis species) at the
bottom of the hill, a good start to the trip. After a while Steven and I decided to head up the hill in
search of our target species, Weeping Wattle Black Prince (Charaxes vansoni), whilst Mark
explored the lower parts. As we made our way up, we came across what I call the “super hero
butterfly,” a White Cloaked Paradise Skipper which was feeding on some lovely yellow flowers and
allowed Steven to get nice and close for a few good photos.

Dark-webbed Ringlet
(Physcaeneura panda)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

White-cloaked Paradise Skipper
(Abantis levubu)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Ragged Paradise Skipper
(Abantis pillaana)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus
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I somehow got separated from Steven as I was chasing a Lemon Traveller, which in turn led me to
an awesome little patch which had a few Dark Webbed Ringlets, butterflies which I had only once
seen before at Londolozi, so seeing these brought great pleasure to me.
I eventually caught up to Steven and we managed to find our target species for the day, the
elusive Charaxes vansoni, which proved to be exceptionally tricky to photograph as the lighting
was not what I would call photographer friendly. The hilltop proved to be pretty rewarding as we
also saw quite a few Painted Emperor (Charaxes saturnus), a Ragged Paradise Skipper (Abantis
pillaana) and a Two-pip Policeman (Coeliades pisistratus). Mark joined us at the top and pointed
out an Eastern Scarlet (Axiocerses tjoane tjoane) and told me that the Dark Webbed Ringlets were
actually rather common at Loding, some incentive to go back again in warmer weather.
As we made our way down the hill Mark led us to what he described as a very significant
discovery and arguably the most epic butterfly moment of the day. He found a lovely Bushveld
Plain Buff (Cnodontes penningtoni) feeding on scale insects, something which has seldom been
caught on camera and something which I had certainly not expected to see. It was a super
educational moment as I had previously only known about ant and butterflies interacting so adding
another bug to the list was pretty exciting.

Weeping Wattle Black Prince
(Charaxes vansoni)
Loding, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Queen Purple Tip
(Colotis regina)
Loding, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

Plain Black-eye
(Leptomyrina henningi henningi)
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Lourens Erasmus

We all left Loding with smiles on our faces but the fun didn’t stop there, on our way back home,
Mark told us he also happened to be a passionate cook and invited us to try one of his amarula
sauces on some vanilla ice cream, the perfect way to end a truly delightful day.
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UK Holiday – May and June 2022 (Jeremy Dobson)
Colleen and I visited the UK for a six-week holiday in May and June; while there isn’t anything too
relevant in the following pages, ABN is concerned with African butterflies and African butterfly
people, so here goes!
The weather in England in May isn’t usually great, but several butterflies are flying by this time;
I’ve found that British butterflies are generally a bit easier to photograph than their African
counterparts: they are typically a bit slower on the wing and, when the sun does come out, they
will open their wings to warm up – they can’t afford not to.
We spent the first fortnight travelling in the south of England,
catching up with friends and family. I used Chris Dobson’s house in
Tonbridge, Kent as a base and Chris very kindly lent me his car. I
visited a few well-known UK butterfly spots, such as Box Hill in
Surrey, Blean Wood near Canterbury, Kent and Lulworth in Dorset. I
recorded about 25 species of butterfly including Duke of Burgundy
(Hamearis lucina) – the only European representative of the
Riodinidae family, Adonis blue (Lysandra bellargus) and Lulworth
skipper (Thymelicus acteon).
A visit to Chartwell in Kent revealed some interesting facts about Winston Churchill. Not only was
Churchill a prolific - and very good - landscape painter, but he had a love of wildlife and a specific
interest in butterflies. Had he lived in the present time, I’m sure we could have signed him up for
LepSoc Africa. Following a visit to Africa, he had this to say:
“Never were seen such flying fairies. They flaunted their splendid liveries in inconceivable
varieties of colour and pattern…Swallow-tails, fritillaries, admirals, tortoise-shells, peacocks,
orange-tips – all executed in at least a dozen novel and contrasted styles, with many even
more beautiful, but bearing no resemblance to our British species “.
My African Journey, first published in 1908
Churchill could have been an active member of the CRG (Caterpillar Rearing Group) although to
be fair, he had other pressing matters at the time. He bred many local butterflies at Chartwell,
including Red Admirals and Clouded Yellows.
While I was in England, I took the opportunity to catch
up with two very special people in the world of African
butterflies: Ian Richardson and Haydon Warren-Gash,
neither of whom I’d met before.
First up was Ian, who lives in Burton upon Stather, North
Lincolnshire. This is a 4-to-5-hour drive from Tonbridge,
but Colleen and I broke the journey by visiting
Cambridge on our way north and Wicken Fen on our
return journey. Ian and I have a fairly long history of
email correspondence (Ian has been a huge help to me
with his knowledge of DNA analysis) and it was great to
finally meet. Ian and his wife, Angela, put us up for the
night and were wonderful hosts.

Ian Richardson at his home in Burton-upon-Stather,
flanked by his daughter Nancy and wife, Angela
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Following a visit to Iceland (refer to the subsequent article), it
was time to meet Haydon Warren-Gash. Haydon – author of
Mylothris and numerous other African butterfly papers - and
his wife Caroline treated Colleen and I to lunch at their
spacious flat in Battersea, London; a stylish old building
overlooking Battersea Park next to the Thames.
Haydon, as one would expect from a former ambassador, is
an erudite raconteur and we had a great lunch and very
entertaining afternoon; Colleen was able to keep Caroline (a
non-butterflier) company.

Caroline and Haydon Warren-Gash at their
home in Battersea, London

Following a visit to Ireland, and prior to a trip to London, I
visited Dene Park, just north of Tonbridge, a well-known locality for the Purple Emperor (Apatura
iris). I didn’t see an iris, but there were several White Admiral (Limenitis camilla) and a couple of
Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia).
I’ve attached a selection of butterfly photos from my UK holiday below:

Grizzled Skipper (Pyrgus malvae)
Prescombe Down, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Wall Brown (Lasiommata megera)
Beachy Head, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Small Copper (Lycaena phlaeas)
Beachy Head, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Duke of Burgundy (Hamearis lucina)
Blean Wood, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Dingy Skipper (Erynnis tages)
Blean Wood, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Adonis blue (Lysandra bellargus)
Lulworth, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Brown Argus (Aricia agestis)
Lulworth, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Lulworth skipper (Thymelicus acteon)
Lulworth, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Orange Tip (Anthocharis cardamines)
Studland, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson
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Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus)
Ightham Mote, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui)
Lulworth, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni)
Box Hill, Surrey, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta)
Ightham Mote, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria)
Shaftsbury, Dorset, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus)
North Downs, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi)
North Downs, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Green-veined White (Pieris napi)
North Downs, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Small Blue (Cupido minimus)
North Downs, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Comma (Polygonia c-album)
Dean Park, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

White Admiral (Limenitis camilla)
Dean Park, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson

Large Skipper (Ochlodes sylvanus)
Dean Park, Kent, UK
Jeremy Dobson
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Islands beginning with I (Jeremy Dobson)
During the course of our UK holiday, Colleen and I visited Iceland and Ireland, each for about a
week.
Iceland
A quick word about butterflies in Iceland – there aren’t any, although six migratory species have
been recorded from the island, including Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui). This is a bit surprizing, as
Iceland is not as cold as parts of Canada or Scandinavia at similar latitudes, which contain several
butterfly species. While islands are often poorly represented with
Lepidoptera, there are, I believe, opportunities for an introduced
species in Iceland: loads of wildflowers and a shortage of
predators. There are numerous day-flying geometrid moths,
although not a great deal of diversity I don’t think.
At just over 100 000 km2 in area, Iceland is relatively small –
about the size of North West Province in SA - and we easily
travelled around the island in a week in a hired car. It is
spectacularly beautiful, with some of the finest landscapes you
will see anywhere. There is also an abundance of marine life. As
July is a quiet month for butterflies in South Africa, I’ve included a
few photos below:

Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Reykjavík, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Entephria caesiata (?)
Þingvellir National Park, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Eider Duck, Jökulsárlón, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Kerið Crater, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Selfoss Waterfall, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Fjaðrárgljúfur Canyon, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson

Svartifoss Waterfall, Iceland
Jeremy Dobson
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Ireland
Ireland is a little smaller than Iceland, with an area of 84 421 km2. As a butterfly destination it isn’t
a great improvement, although it does claim to hold 34 species; approximately 60% of the
butterflies found in the United Kingdom. Three of these could be considered rare:
Large Heath (Coenonympha tullia polydama) is restricted to a
few bogs in the central, northern and eastern parts of the island;
it is also found in Wales, northern England and Southern
Scotland. While passing a peat bog near Killorglin on the Ring of
Kerry road (South West Ireland), I noticed some cotton-grass the larval host plant - and decided to explore. Sure enough,
there were a few C. tullia on the wing although this must rank as
one of the most difficult butterflies I’ve ever tried to approach. It
is a reasonably fast and erratic flyer, although it does rest
occasionally. You creep up to where you thought you saw one
land and – nothing. You drop to your hands and knees and the
butterfly suddenly takes off from its hidden perch and the
process is repeated. You try and follow the butterfly, keeping
one eye on it and the other on a bank of heather and moss, and
the next moment you are up to your waist in cold, peaty water.

Large Heath (Coenonympha tullia
polydama)
Killorglin, Kerry, Ireland
Jeremy Dobson

Brown Hairstreak (Thecla betulae betulae) has, in Ireland, only
been recorded from The Burren, a national park in the west of
the island. The Burren is reputed to be one of the best butterfly
localities in the country and contains 28 of the 34 Irish species; it
is the only locality in Ireland where Thecla betulae betulae and
Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Clossiana euphrosyne euphrosyne) can
be found. I was probably too early in the season for the former
species and possibly too late for the latter, but as it turned out,
the Irish weather ensured that I saw no butterflies during my
visit. I did at least find a very cooperative Fox (Vulpes vulpes).
Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia aurinia) is the only protected butterfly species in Ireland. It is
fairly widespread, but very local and appears to have suffered a drastic decline in numbers in
recent years. On my way to Dublin Airport, on our return journey, I visited the Bog of Allen region
and looked for butterflies near Lullymore. There were a few Euphydryas aurinia aurinia and also
Cryptic Wood White (Leptidea juvernica), a butterfly that is found nowhere else in the British Isles
other than Ireland. This species was only separated from the Wood White (Leptidea sinapis) in
2001, through DNA analysis. It was initially described as Réal's Wood White (Leptidea reali) until it
was recently discovered that the Irish butterfly is yet another species!

Cryptic Wood White (Leptidea juvernica)
Lullymore, Kildare, Ireland
Jeremy Dobson

Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia
aurinia)
Lullymore, Kildare, Ireland
Jeremy Dobson

Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae)
Lullymore, Kildare, Ireland
Jeremy Dobson
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre
There is no further news regarding the Butterfly Centre, unfortunately. Potential investors are
certainly not rushing to finance the development, although I’ve no doubt that we will eventually
secure funding: we have a great scheme, a great site and desperately need a storage facility for
African Lepidoptera specimens - we have to make this work!
Many of you have submitted the Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections and
I’ve already received bequests for about a quarter of a million specimens – thanks to everyone
who has replied so far.
ABC Questionnaire
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BUTTERFLY TRIPS DOWN MEMORY LANE
Stephen Henning has submitted a great article covering the Henning’s trips to Namaqualand in
the late 1970’s. Due to it’s length, the article has been serialized in three parts: here is Part 3
Namaqualand – November to December 1977
In November - December 1977 I took a trip to Namaqualand with Ivan Bampton and Andrew
Currie. We were going to the Hondeklipbaai area because Ivan had caught a possible new
species when he and friends Lyndsey and Mary Smith visited the area in September 1977. The
following account is based on a letter I wrote to Charlie Dickson on the 17 th December 1977
describing the trip. Charlie was also interested in us collecting a few more specimens of the
possible new species of Chrysoritis caught by Jeff Kaplan at Wolfhok. At that time, he was
describing C. stepheni and he wanted to make sure it was distinct from Jeff’s possible new
species.
Ivan, Andrew and I left on Tuesday the 29th November at 4:30 am for Namaqualand. Ivan drove
us down in his car. We stopped at several places on the way down to allow Andrew to catch
various things and we spent the first night at Springbok. We slept at the camp site in Ivan’s tent.
Quoting from my letter “The next day we headed for Port Nolloth. We stopped at Ivan’s “picanini”
spot on the way down. The foodplant on which Ivan caught it is found on sandy ridges arranged
roughly in an oval which extend about a quarter of a mile from the road. We walked along the top
of the sandy ridges for the full half mile of their circumference and caught absolutely nothing. The
foodplants looked completely dead on all the ridges. This succulent has possibly been affected by
the abnormally wet year. We have found when growing succulents at home that if you tend to
water them too much, they develop a fungal infection and often die. Anyway, we caught and saw
no Chrysoritis at this particular spot.

1977 1st December - Port Nolloth
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“That afternoon we caught several C. trimeni in the hollows between the sand dunes behind the
camp site at Mc Dougal’s Bay. It certainly does appear that they are only found close to the coast
because as soon as you walked any distance inland you failed to find them.

1977 29th November - Camp at Mc Dougal’s Bay

1977 29th November - Port Nolloth

“The following day was cloudy and there were showers of rain. We had intended to go to
Oograbies to see if we could catch more of the peculiar Chrysoritis van Son caught there in 1950
but this was now washed out. We drove down to Hondeklipbaai instead.

27

1977- 30th November - Hondeklipbaai

“The following day at Hondeklipbaai we drove to the 8 km mark. The area is now fenced and the
cattle grid and gate across the road have been removed. The day was cloudy, but Andrew
managed to catch his series of Chrysoritis bamptoni, C. pan and C. perseus as well as a few C.
felthami, C. pyroeis, Aloeides nollothi and Spialia agylla bamptoni.

1977 2nd December - Angulated Tortoise 8km East of Hondeklipbaai

“I managed to observe two different females of C. williami (now C. pan) laying on two different
species of Zygophyllum and have collected the eggs. We will probably not be able to breed them
through, but we will now have examples of the first instar at least. It is interesting to note that these
species although all caught at the 8 km mark each occupy a different habitat. For example, C. pan
occurs in rather thick tall vegetation on one series of sandy ridges while C. perseus occurs on
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another ridge with less and shorter vegetation. C. bamptoni is only found on the flat plain between
the ridges, P. felthami occupies one small sandy gully by the road and C. pyroeis is found at the
base of the sandy ridges on which C. pan is found.
“The next day, the 3rd of December, we travelled to the Wallekraal spot where Ivan and Molly
Smith captured the “new” species in September. The day was cloudy but as we climbed up onto
the sandy ridges the sun came out and we immediately caught several specimens in one of the
hollows where they fly. After this we divided up and searched for new hollows on the ridges. The
place I found was not too good and I really battled to catch about 12 males in it. Andrew in the
meantime has found two hollows quite close to each other where they were swarming. The
females were very scarce, and we only captured 6 between us. The males are all of the type with
extensive blue with a minute black or orange and black apical tip. The solid blue on the hindwing
extends to the postdiscal line or further and there is a violet sheen to the margin of the wing, Other
Chrysoritis caught on these sandy ridges were C. pan, C. perseus and C. felthami. No specimens
of C. bamptoni were caught as the habitat is completely unsuitable for them.
“The next day we followed the road along the beach front to have a look at the spot where Ivan
had bred C. perseus from and to see if we could collect some eggs for comparison with those of P.
pan. Andrew needed a few more C. pyroeis but C. perseus was not very common and we did not
find many eggs. About 11 am we got fed up with the spot and decided to go back to the Wallekraal
spot to see if we could get a few more females of the new species. The day was calm and very hot
and the walk over the sandy ridges was absolutely exhausting. The new species was again very
common, and the males were to be seen everywhere but we generally ignored them and searched
for the females. The females tended to be found at the edges of the hollows where the males were
to be found in abundance. I only managed to catch 2 females, Andrew 1, and Ivan 9. When you
consider the number of males that were flying and that the sex ratio should be 1:1 we certainly
must have missed a lot of females.”
To summarize, the spot where we caught the new species was near Wallekraal where it inhabited
vegetated sandy ridges. We found it high up on the ridges in hollows below the summits. The
males were very common in these hollows, where they established their territories and attacked
any intruding male. Often the only indication I had that there were any males in a hollow was the
sight of two or three ‘buzzing’ around each other. We found the flight of the males to be extremely
swift and direct and must be considered to be one of the swiftest of the Chrysoritis (previously
Poecilmitis) The females were much scarcer than the males and were found only in the vegetation
around the hollows. I later described the species as Chyrsoritis lyndseyae in 1979 after Lyndsey
Smith who caught the first specimen.
“The next day we left Hondeklipbaai to travel to Garies going via Killian’s Pass. On the way to
Killian’s Pass Ivan pointed out the foodplant of Chrysoritis chrysantas so we stopped and collected
a few specimens. B. metophis was swarming at the spot. Ivan caught one male C. pan and
Andrew a female. Killian’s Pass was much drier than I found it in October. We captured a few C.
pan on the slopes and on the peak. Although the habitat is slightly different from that nearer the
coast, I now believe these specimens are most likely to be C. pan. Andrew saw a Myrina silenus
penningtoni on the top of the hill but missed it. Ivan then searched some climbing fig trees and
found a couple of eggs. We left Killian’s Pass about 2 pm and travelled on to Grootvlei Pass where
I had caught 2 male C. aridus in October. It was now nearly 3 pm but I managed to catch 5 male
C. aridus, Ivan 2 males and Andrew 1 female. We then carried on to Garies where we spent the
night.
“The next morning on the way to Wolfhok Ivan showed us the spot where he had collected the
larva of Spindasis namaqua [now Cigaritis namaquus] and a number of C. chrysantas. We found
C. chrysantas quite common but there were only a few S. namaqua flying. We then travelled on to
Wolfhok. Thestor aridus was quite common and Andrew managed to collect his series. Ivan and I
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spent the morning searching for the “violescens-type” Chrysoritis. Ivan caught one almost
immediately and it was completely different to any P. lysander I had ever seen. It looked like C.
pyramus on the upperside and C. violescens on the underside. After this we searched all over the
area. I caught a typical C. lysander in the dry riverbed, its normal locality, but we saw no more of
the new species. After lunch Ivan and I went back to search again on the same side of the road.
Andrew decided the other side was more to his liking and decided to try it. We did not try it earlier
because there was no gate and farmers do not usually appreciate it if you climb their jackal
fences.
“Ivan and I caught nothing but about 3 pm Andrew came looking for us and said that he caught
several males and females of the new species on the mountains on the other side of the road.
With Andrew leading us we climbed the fence and the large hill/mountain and followed him for
what felt like a mile. We eventually came to a flattish area on the mountain with an unusual
species of succulent. This plant has been identified by the University Herbarium as Dimorphotheca
cuneata (Thunb.) Less. [now Norlindhia amplectens] and belongs to the Compositae. I caught a
perfect female immediately but then Andrew and I wandered from one of the three localities that
Andrew had found to the other and only saw one other specimen which we missed. I decided to
find a new spot and caught another perfect female. I then wandered in the direction Ivan had gone
and climbed over a rocky ridge and found a vast patch of Dimorphotheca cuneata. The area was
flat and sandy and cuneata was the only species of plant growing on it. I immediately caught a
male and saw Ivan higher up in the area. I then found that the new species was very common and
flying all over the area. Ivan called out that he had caught ten.
“The females were much commoner than the males possibly due to the fact it was now about 4 pm
and the males were finished playing about. I saw a female which appeared to be about to lay, and
I watched her. She was on one of the cuneata plants which as I mentioned before was the only
plant in this particular spot. She curved her abdomen around to lay as I had observed a number of
times with C. pan and Aloeides dentatis. Unfortunately, the shadow of my net fell across the
female, and she took fright. I caught her and searched for the egg, but it appears I must have
disturbed her too soon because I could not find one. Soon after I caught another female walking
in one of the cuneata bushes among a colony of Crematogaster ants. We watched several more
females hoping to get an egg or two but by now it was nearly 4:30 pm and we were unlucky. We
caught 20 males and 15 females between us which should be more than enough on which to
describe the species. This species is certainly distinct, and it cannot be confused with anything
else. On returning to the road and having a look at the spot where Molly Smith had caught the first
female in September we found several of the foodplants. This was near the fence and alongside of
the road. The plants were rather overgrown possibly due to disturbance when the road was made,
and the fence erected. This patch of foodplants is about a hundred metres or so from the bases of
the small koppies where Ivan and Kaplan had caught their first specimens. Driving away we
picked out several other likely spots where the species might be flying. I would like to describe
this species and name it after Jeff Kaplan in recognition of the fact that he captured the first
specimen and realized it could be something new”
So, in summary it appears that the habitat of this new species is not on the peaks but on the
slopes. All the spots where we found them were on the shoulders of the mountain, where the
ground was relatively flat. These flattish areas between ridges and outcrops of rocks consisted of
hard packed sand with a single bushy plant species, Dimorphotheca cuneata (Thunb.) Less.
(Compositae), growing on it. It was around this plant that we found the females in numbers. We
observed several females appearing to oviposit on the plant, although we could not find any eggs.
We also saw some females in the bushes, where they were walking among a species of
Crematogastor ant common in the area. With this genus it is the presence of the host ant which
usually induces the female to oviposit. The males were also usually found not far from the areas
where D. cuneata is growing and flew rapidly around but settle frequently on the ground. A great
day was held by all. I eventually described this as a new species Poecilmitis (now Chrysoritis)
kaplani in 1979 [Now regarded as C. beaufortia stepheni].
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“The following day we left for Springbok. On the way we stopped at the Thestor dryburghi locality
near the soldier’s grave about 8 miles south of Kamieskroon. The only Thestors that we caught
were T. aridus. We also caught a number of Chrysoritis lysander in the dry riverbed between the
hills. These are all typical with well-marked undersides and white checked cilia. I believe this must
be the type locality of lysander as Pennington had caught here a number of times and always calls
his localities after the nearest town which in this case is Kamieskroon. The dry sandy riverbed is
identical to the habitat of the C. lysander from Wolfhok. Near the summit of the largest mountain
at Kamieskroon I caught two typical female Chrysoritis pan. The habitat where these two
specimens were captured is almost identical to that at Killian’s Pass which is only some 20 miles
to the west. From this it does appear pan and lysander could actually fly together on the slopes of
the mountain and this may have led to the confusion about what is lysander. We have not caught
or seen any lysander at Killian’s Pass and we have not caught or seen any pan at Wolfhok
probably because the respective localities are unsuitable for these species. For example, there is
no dry riverbed at Killian’s Pass where lysander could possibly fly.
That night we spent at Springbok and the following morning Ivan showed us a good locality about
7 miles north where we caught Phasis clavum, Stugeta bowkeri subinfuscata and Spindasis
namaqua. We stayed here for an hour then drove to the spot north of Steinkopf where Ivan had
caught Chrysoritis felthami dukei. We each caught a specimen. Also flying were Tylopaedia
sardonyx, S. namaqua, P. clavum and C. chrysantas. We then drove a few more miles north to
Ivan’s Trimenia macmasteri spot but failed to catch any although we caught a few Aloeides
bamptoni. We then drove on towards Upington via Karasburg in S.W.A. (Namibia). We camped
beside the road about a 100 km from Upington that night.
The following day we headed for home. We stopped at a spot 17 km north of Upington where Bill
Teare has caught Aloeides simplex in October. We captured a few specimens, but most were
worn. We reached home about 9:30 pm that night.
In all it was great trip and I had caught two new species that I later described in the Journal of the
Entomological Society of Southern Africa in 1979. Interestingly C. stepheni and C. kaplani are now
considered to be the same species although Charlie Dickson carefully compared both species
before he asked me to go ahead and describe C. kaplani. I think the Chrysoritis are still a mess
taxonomically and I would love to be able to do DNA barcoding of all the contentious species in
the genus. I am sure it will throw up a number of surprises. Because of so many morphological
misidentifications, one would have to use type material to be sure you were doing DNA barcoding
on the correct species you were comparing.
Namaqualand Trip – October 1980
The last of these early trips I took to Namaqualand was in October 1980. On this occasion I went
with Nolan Owen-Johnston, and we went in his company car – a brand new Mercedes. We
shared the driving and I had great fun driving the Mercedes which was a vast improvement on my
car at that time - a little 4-year-old Volkswagen Passat.
Bill wrote to Charlie Dickson on the 20th October 1980: “Stephen and Nolan left for a 10 day tour of
the Cape on Friday at lunch time. 12 hours later they were at Beaufort West, nearly midnight, but
they got into a hotel.”
The trip itself went very well and we were very lucky with the weather having only one cloudy day
with slight rain. Nolan and I drove down in his Mercedes car to Beaufort West the first day where
we slept at a hotel. The next day we progressed on to Sutherland stopping on the way at
Oukloofpoort where we caught several Chyrsoritis lysander and a female Chrysoritis midas;
several Pseudonympha trimenia nieuwveldensis and several Tarsocera.
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We then moved on to Sutherland where we stayed at a hotel for two nights. In the Sutherland area
we caught at several localities. At Vredehoek (Swaarweerberg) the main species we caught were
1 male and 3 female Chrysorits azurius, a nice series of C. violescens and C. beaufortia, 3 male
and 3 female C. felthami dukei, 6 males and 4 females of Aloeides kaplani, several Aloeides
vansoni, A. depicta and Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami.

October 1980 - Vredehoek (Swaarweerberg)

At Verlaten Kloof we caught Chrysoritis violescens, C. beaufortia, Aloeides vansoni, Phasis
clavum and Argyraspodes argyraspis. At Quaggafontein we caught a number of C. beaufortia
charlesi and several Pseudonympha southeryi wykehami.

October 1980 - Verlaten Kloof, Sutherland

From Sutherland we travelled to Calvinia where we stayed for two nights. Here we had our only
cold, cloudy, and wet weather. We did a circuit of the Hantamsberg and found where it looked
most likely that one would climb up from the western end. Later we found a road that took us up to
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the radio mast on top of the mountain overlooking Calvinia. By the time we had found this road
and had driven to the top it was already 3 pm and it was cold and cloudy. Near the tower I noticed
an area of plants that looked rather similar to the locality where I had found Chrysoritis kaplani. We
stopped the car and searched the area and found Chrysoritis wykehami flying. We each took four
specimens that evening.
The next day was bright and sunny, so we decided to climb the western slopes as was suggested
by Charlie Dickson. It was a terrible climb on loose shale, and I could see no area at all suitable for
Chrysoritis. I climbed to the highest point on the western end and found vast areas of it covered
with grass unlike the top near the tower. I took several Pseudonympha namaquana and
Tarsocera. The only two Chrysoritis caught on the western end were C. aridus. I also caught a
female Phasis clavum and saw several more. The best catch of all on the western end was a blue
Lepidochrysops of the L. oreas type which we were unable to identify and could well be a new
species. I managed to capture one perfect specimen. Nolan tried to catch another flying around a
rocky ridge for about an hour but was unsuccessful. By this time, we got fed up with this area and
climbed down the mountain and drove back to the radio mast. Here we again caught C. wykehami
and an Aloeides of the A. pallida type. Here we also both missed a blue Chrysoritis flying around a
rocky ridge and although we scoured the area did not see another one. It was probably Chrysoritis
stepheni. In total I caught 9 males and 3 females of C. wykehami.

October 1980 – We had fun collecting on top of the Hantamsberg

The next day I was all for having another go at finding Chrysoritis stepheni and C. lysander
hantamsbergae, but Nolan wanted to go on to Lamberts Bay.
At Lambert’s Bay we stayed at the Hotel in the town near the harbour. There were huge Cape
Gannet and Cormorant colonies next to the town and I spent a few happy hours photographing
them.
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October 1980 – Lambert’s Bay with huge numbers of Cape Cormorants in the foreground

At Lambert’s Bay we caught the normal things, a lot of the Chrysoritis thysbe types, C. pyroeis (1
pair), P. felthami felthami (1 pair), C. atlantica (2 males 3 female), C. lycia, Phasis thero (6 males 4
females), 2 females of Argyraspodes argyraspis, 1 female Trimenia argyroplaga, several Aloeides
margaretae and Durbania saga.
Bill Teare had told me many years before when I eventually went to look for Chrysoritis atlantica to
look out for a Chrysoritis with a different flight pattern. He said I would recognise the males easily
as they would hover over the vegetation very much like a male Coloitis celimene does. He was
right – the males of C. atlantica I caught did just that totally unlike any other Chrysoritis I had seen
flying. I see C. atlantica has now been synomised with C. pan which certainly does not fly like that
at all. It makes one think – another one for the DNA barcode? - but make sure you compare
normal type locality C. pan with one of the males that hovers above the vegetation. While at it also
compare type locality C. williami with it as well.
From Lamberts Bay we went to Nuwerus, near Bitterfontein, to look for Chrysoritis psyche. Here
we were quite successful and caught a number of males and 5 females between us. We also
caught a few A. argyraspis.
The same day we travelled on to Kamieskroon where we spent two nights at a hotel. The next
morning, we travelled to the collecting spot 8 miles south of the town on the dry hillsides at the
side of the road. Here we caught a number of Thestor protumnus aridus and a few T. dryburghi
and three females of Chrysoritis lysander. Before I got down to catching male C. lysander in the
gully I checked some climbing figs where I had seen Myrina silenus penningtoni the previous time
I was there and to my joy found them there again. Nolan and I spent the rest of the day (it was
about 3:30 pm by this time) trying to catch them and we both managed a pair. We spent the whole
day out in the sun without much water. I think I got a touch of sunstroke and developed a
shocking headache. Perhaps it was a migraine caused by the bright light.
We returned to Kamieskroon again the next day as we both decided that we wanted more Myrina
silenus penningtoni. On the second day at Kamieskroon Nolan caught a further 5 penningtoni, 5
males of C. lysander, several Thestors and I caught a further 10 M. silenus penningtoni and a
female C. lysander.
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We stayed at Kamieskroon until about noon, then we decided to move on to Springbok as Nolan
wanted some Aloeides barklyi. By the time we got to Springbok it was very hot (about 40 C in the
shade) and nothing was flying. We drove on to Steinkopf to see if we could find any C. felthami
dukei. It was again extremely hot, and you could hardly walk on the sand. We saw absolutely
nothing except a few Leptomyrina lara.
From Steinkopf we travelled to Karasburg where we spent the night. The next day Tuesday the 28 th
October, we continued on our way and stopped at Upington to see if we could catch some Aloeides
simplex. A. simplex was not flying but Spindasis phanes was quite common. That night we were
back home.
This concludes Part 3 of a three part series. Thanks to Stephen Henning for a wonderfull account
from the golden age of butterfly collecting in South Africa.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Butterfly Evenings
Bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings are to be reinstated soon. Hermann Staude considers that Ruimsig
Country Club is not an ideal venue and we are looking at other options – details to follow shortly.
This year’s LepSoc Africa Conference has been scheduled for Saturday 17 September, at Walter
Sisulu Botanical Gardens, Roodepoort. Further details and a call for papers will be circulated in
due course.

BOOKS
LepSoc Africa Book Stock
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D.
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and
R175 respectively.
Please order using the LSA Website
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows:
From the Home page, select the Publications tab
at the top of the page.
Select Shop near the top-right of this page.
Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of
Metamorphosis contained on this page.
Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page.
Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require
and Place Order!

FOCUS ON…
There is no “Focus On…” this month.
Ian Bampton is still busy with an article, including anecdotes regarding his late father, Ivan.
Alf Curle is preparing a report on his various butterfly adventures and the development of the
Curle Trust Collection, which hopefully will be ready for September’s newsletter.
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Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural
History (Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark Williams)
This book has been produced from a manuscript prepared by
the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torben’s inimitable style.
All taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the
book includes the latest English names for the 279 species
recorded from Botswana. All profits – at least from the first print
run – will be donated to LepSoc Africa.
Torben’s manuscript was based on his findings over the years
that that he lived in Botswana (1989-1992); he had pretty much
completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated however and there have been
numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many highly intelligent people, Torben
could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: knocking this book into shape has
been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the assistance of my co-authors,
especially Mark who has edited the text and helped me with the illustrations. To give the book a
clean and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens (taken from Afrotropical Butterflies)
and “cut-out” images of live butterflies.
Due to demand, we have reprinted additional copies of the books, which may be ordered from me
and are on sale for R650 for the regular soft cover or R950 for a hard-cover edition.
Please contact Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com to order your copy.

An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams)
The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly
species, many of which are endemic to the region; this superb book is
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies!
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased
online (in the UK) for £23.99.
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to
postage and import charges but should be about R 600 or a little more.
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com
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Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash)
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic
revisions.
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify
importing another tranche. I have a single copy available at present.
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas.

Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 2 (Dubi Benyamini)
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families:
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers.
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider
area.
I’ve got three copies of this book left, so please contact me at
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy. The books are on sale for
R1 600.

Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 3 (Dubi Benyamini)
This is the second book in the series (the volumes are not being published
in sequential order) and covers the Nymphalidae family.
As for Volume 2 (above), the work has drawn upon resources the world
over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera and their
biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider area.
I have two copies of this book for sale – Dubi will advise regarding the price
shortly; please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy.
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Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker)
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae.
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude.
The book may be purchased for €165.
hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de

Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
(Steve Woodhall)
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies.
Butterflies of South Africa

COLLECTORS CORNER
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan
McErlaine (082 446 5136).
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies.
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”.
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability.
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies
CC)
www.madhornet.co.za
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
076 563 2084

39

FEATURES
English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson)
There was a bit of a pause in the English Naming project due to my lengthy holiday, but the panel
met on 30 June and “approved” the names for Graphium. It was decided to put off Papilio for the
time being and focus on other, less contentious genera. We also – just about – approved names
for Aloeides and Chrysoritis.
A link to the current “approved” list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means
final but have been “banked” to allow us to move on to other groups.
English Names – Approved List June 2022
There are currently 6510 African butterfly taxa. Of these, 2627 names are on the “Approved” list
(40,3%) while a further 1857 (28,5%) taxa have been “Named”. “Named” only applies in instances
where an entire genus has been completed – other names have no status. In other words, we
have approved or proposed names for 4124 taxa (64,7%); we are nearly two-thirds of the way!
At the current rate of progress, I’d guess we will complete our list sometime in 2025. I’d like to post
this list on the LSA website for a six-month period, during which comments or alternatives will be
called for. All the alternative names must be accompanied by a brief motivation.
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted,
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending
on the number of “alternatives” received, I hope that we can publish our final list in
Metamorphosis, early in 2026.
The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the
names currently in print, are the placeholders and are the names used in this newsletter. These
names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least one alternative
proposal will be subjected to a vote.
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OBJECTIVES
1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names.
2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!
3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world.
GUIDELINES
1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size,
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.
2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern
subspecies.
3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus
entabeni) for example.
METHOD AND PROGRAM
Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published
English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the
tables below.
2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed
as an alternative proposal under your name.
3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to
go; about four years at the current rate.
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Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list
1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or
revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain.
2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been
completed.
We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.
The highlighted genera have been “published”: (green in this newsletter and yellow in previous
editions; those highlighted in grey have been “approved” already).
There are currently 6510 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 334 genera.
We have “completed” proposed names for butterflies in 264 genera (79,0%).
The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Telipna (39 taxa), Neocoenyra (21 taxa),
Larinopoda (7 taxa), Coenyropsis (4 taxa), Kakumia (3 taxa) and Ypthimomorpha (single taxon).
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GENUS

GENUS NAME

Charaxes
Euphaedra
Acraea
Iolaus
Bebearia
Mylothris
Lepidochrysops
Papilio
Cymothoe
Telchinia
Bicyclus
Anthene
Euriphene
Liptena
Colotis
Neptis
Apallaga
Pentila
Aloeides
Ornipholidotos
Heteropsis
Chrysoritis
Graphium
Amauris
Belenois
Pilodeudorix
Neurellipes
Cephetola
Stempfferia
Aslauga
Pseudacraea
Cigaritis
Aphnaeus
Euptera
Abantis
Telipna
Lachnocnema
Strabena
Deudorix
Hypolycaena
Thestor
Junonia
Micropentila
Alaena
Uranothauma
Euchrysops
Pseudaletis
Triclema
Axiocerses
Baliochila
Mimacraea
Sarangesa
Celaenorrhinus
Eagris
Platylesches
Afriodinia
Precis

Emperor
Forester
Acraea
Sapphire
Small Forester
Dotted Border
Giant Cupid
Swallowtail
Glider
Amber
Bush Brown
Ciliate Blue
Nymph
Liptena
Tip
Sailer
Yellow Sprite
Spotted Buff
Russet
Glasswing
Low-eye
Opal
Swordtail
Friar
Caper White
Blue Playboy
Zebra Hairtail
Dark Flash
Plain Flash
Purple
False Acraea
Silverline
Highflier
Pilot
Paradise Skipper
Telipna
Woolly Legs
High-eye
Playboy
Fairy Hairstreak
Skolly
Pansy
Dots
Zulu
Heart
Smoky Blue
Fantasy
Small Hairtail
Scarlet
Mottled Buff
Acraea Mimic
Elfin
Dark Sprite
Flat
Hopper
Judy
Commodore

COUNT
457
353
206
175
171
164
158
157
153
150
125
107
107
104
94
94
88
81
75
75
70
69
67
66
65
65
64
55
52
51
51
46
44
44
39
39
38
37
35
35
35
34
34
33
32
31
31
29
28
28
28
28
27
27
27
26
26

GENUS
Sevenia
Ypthima
Hypolimnas
Mimeresia
Pseudathyma
Appias
Coeliades
Falcuna
Gorgyra
Metisella
Brakefieldia
Dixeia
Iridana
Capys
Neocoenyra
Borbo
Ceratrichia
Cerautola
Cupidesthes
Eresina
Geritola
Pseudonympha
Tetrarhanis
Aphysoneura
Stugeta
Eicochrysops
Eresiomera
Ernsta
Euryphura
Harpendyreus
Leptotes
Thermoniphas
Chloroselas
Hewitsonia
Paradeudorix
Andronymus
Artitropa
Tuxentius
Eretis
Osmodes
Kedestes
Leptosia
Tarucus
Terias
Leptomyrina
Meza
Nepheronia
Nervia
Palla
Perrotia
Stygionympha
Willema
Gretna
Hypophytala
Myrina
Orachrysops
Vanessa

GENUS NAME
Tree Nymph
Three-ring
Diadem
Harlequin
False Sailer
Albatross
Policeman
Marble
Leaf Sitter
Sylph
Patroller
Small White
Sapphire Gem
Protea
Round-eyed Ringlet
Swift
Forest Sylph
Angled Flash
Light Hairtail
Tree Buff
Light Flash
Brown
On-off
Bamboo Ringlet
Marbled Sapphire
Ash Blue
Pearly
Sandman
Commander
Mountain Blue
Zebra Blue
Chalk Blue
Gem
Tiger Flash
Fairy Playboy
Dart
Night-fighter
Pie
Elf
White-spots
Ranger
Spirit
Pierrot
Grass Yellow
Black-eye
Missile
Vagrant
Painted Ranger
Sentinel
Bamboo Dart
Hillside Brown
Sylph
Twilight Skipper
Banded Flash
Fig-tree Blue
Cupid
Admiral

COUNT
26
26
24
24
24
23
23
23
23
23
22
22
22
21
21
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
19
19
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
17
17
16
16
16
15
15
14
14
14
14
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
12
12
12
12
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GENUS
Caenides
Trimenia
Acleros
Cacyreus
Colias
Eurytela
Pteroteinon
Azanus
Chondrolepis
Cooksonia
Deloneura
Issoria
Lipaphnaeus
Oboronia
Oxylides
Pardaleodes
Scopulifera
Citrinophila
Durbania
Euliphyra
Fulda
Helna
Neita
Obania
Tarsocera
Teriomima
Antanartia
Ariadne
Calleagris
Dingana
Hemiolaus
Larinopoda
Salamis
Serradinga
Spialia
Syrmoptera
Teracolus
Torbenia
Zophopetes
Argemma
Chilades
Dira
Epitolina
Fresna
Hypoleucis
Leona
Melphina
Paracleros
Phalanta
Phasis
Pontia
Tagiades
Torynesis
Tsitana
Aterica
Byblia
Danaus

GENUS NAME
Recluse
Silver-spotted Copper
Dusky Dart
Bronze
Clouded Yellow
Piper
Red-eye
Babul Blue
Snow-horned Skipper
Tiger Mimic
Large Buff
Fritillary
Silver Speckle
Ginger Blue
False Head
Trailblazer
Orange Sprite
Lemon Buff
Rocksitter
Witch
Malagasy Hopper
Dusky Buff
Large Ringlet
Obania
Spring Widow
Yellow Buff
Admiral
Castor
Milky Flat
Widow
Hairstreak
Pearl Buff
Mother-of-Pearl
Speckled Widow
Sandman
False Head
Tip
Glasswing
Palm Night-fighter
Forest Sylph
Jewel
Autumn Widow
Dull Flash
Acraea Hopper
Oblique Skipper
Large Recluse
Forest Swift
Dusky Dart
Leopard
Arrowhead
Meadow White
Clouded Flat
Veined Widow
Sylph
Glade Nymph
Joker
Tiger

COUNT
11
11
10
10
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5

GENUS
Dotta
Euploea
Evena
Gnophodes
Hovala
Libythea
Melphinyet
Paronymus
Physcaeneura
Pinacopteryx
Protogoniomorpha
Pseudopontia
Semalea
Spalgis
Tirumala
Actizera
Agyllia
Ampittia
Apaturopsis
Argyrocheila
Astictopterus
Cassionympha
Cnodontes
Coenyropsis
Cupidopsis
Dapidodigma
Durbaniella
Epitola
Erikssonia
Etesiolaus
Euthecta
Gegenes
Haydonia
Hewitola
Hypomyrina
Lennia
Lissia
Lycaena
Megalopalpus
Monza
Neptidopsis
Ortholexis
Paralethe
Parasiomera
Parnara
Parosmodes
Pseuderesia
Saribia
Teniorhinus
Toxochitona
Trida
Vanessula
Zeritis
Afrogegenes
Catopsilia
Ceratricula
Coenyra

GENUS NAME
Spangled Ranger
Crow
Pathfinder
Evening Brown
Malagasy Yellow Sylph
Snout
Forest Swift
Large Dart
Webbed Ringlet
Zebra White
Mother-of-Pearl
Ghost
Silky Skipper
Apefly
Monarch
Rayed Blue
Sandman
Ranger
Empress
Fairy Buff
Dark Ranger
Dull Brown
Plain Buff
Lined Ringlet
Meadow Blue
Virgin
Rocksitter
Pointed Flash
Acraea Copper
Green Sapphire
Small Buff
Dodger
Evening Brown
Pointed Flash
Orange Playboy
Large Recluse
Hermit
Copper
Harvester
Grass Skipper
False Sailer
Scarce Sprite
Bush Beauty
Harlequin
Watchman
Orange
Harlequin
Malagasy Judy
Small Fox
Fluttering Buff
Ranger
Lady’s Maid
Checkered Gem
Dodger
Migrant
Tufted Forest Sylph
Shadefly

COUNT
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3

44

GENUS
Crudaria
Cyrestis
Eresinopsides
Euchloe
Flandria
Galerga
Gamia
Hallelesis
Harma
Kakumia
Kallimoides
Malaza
Melitaea
Mesoxantha
Monile
Phytala
Pieris
Prosopalpus
Pseudonacaduba
Teratoneura
Torbenlarsenia
Tylopaedia
Xanthodisca
Zenonia
Zintha
Acada
Aethiopana
Alenia
Bettonula
Brephidium
Brusa
Catacroptera
Cynandra
Elphinstonia
Elymnias
Eronia
Euryphurana
Freyeria
Hollandus
Kobelana
Lachnoptera
Lafron
Lasiommata
Luthrodes
Mashuna
Melampias
Melanitis
Neaveia
Osphantes
Paternympha
Pelopidas
Procampta
Pseudoneptis
Ptelina
Pyrrhochalcia
Rhabdomantis
Tekliades

GENUS NAME
Grey
Map
Mottled Tree Buff
Green-striped White
Forest Sylph
Malagasy Sylph
Grand Skipper
Cream Ringlet
Angular Glider
Ant Buff
African Leaf
Underwing
False Fritillary
Drury’s Delight
Jewelled Hairtail
Giant Flash
Cabbage White
Dwarf Skipper
Lineblue
Isabella
Swift
King Copper
Yellow Disc
Spotted Hopper
Pierrot
Axehead
Acraea Flash
Dancer
Brown Sprite
Pygmy Blue
Marbled Swift
Pirate
Brilliant Nymph
Green-striped White
Palmfly
Vine-leaf Vagrant
Noble Commander
Jewel
Pointed Trailblazer
Dark Flat
Leopard
Sorrel Copper
Wall Brown
Jewel
Marsh Ringlet
Boland Brown
Evening Brown
Pierine Blue
Lobed Skipper
Small Ringlet
Branded Swift
Dark Elf
False Sailer
Bordered Buff
Policeman
Large Fox
Policeman

COUNT
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

GENUS
Triskelionia
Xanthonymus
Zizeeria
Aeropetes
Afrodryas
Argynnis
Argyraspodes
Batelusia
Birabiro
Calopieris
Carcharodus
Catochrysops
Cesa
Congdonia
Ducarmeia
Durbaniopsis
Erionota
Euryphaedra
Gideona
Gomalia
Gyrogra
Hamanumida
Herila
Hipparchia
Isoteinon
Katreus
Kipepeo
Kumothales
Lampides
Lepella
Mallika
Mashunoides
Moltena
Mopala
Neoepitola
Noctulana
Oraidium
Pardopsis
Pharmacophagus
Ploetzia
Powellana
Pseudargynnis
Pseudoneaveia
Smerina
Tumerepedes
Vansomerenia
Ypthimomorpha
Zizina
Zizula

GENUS NAME
Tricerate Elfin
Yellow Disc
Grass Blue
Mountain Pride
Autumn-leaf Vagrant
Fritillary
Silver-spotted Copper
Zebra Flash
Jewel
Desert Beauty
Mallow Sandman
Shiny Blue
Spangled Grey
Plain Buff
Evening Brown
Rocksitter
Banana Skipper
Pointed Nymph
Pointed Tip
Green-marbled Sandman
Leaf Sitter
Guineafowl
Woodland Trailblazer
Grayling
Dark Ranger
Giant Sprite
Jewel
Congo Nymph
Pea Blue
Central Sylph
Jackson’s Leaf
Marsh Ringlet
Strelitzia Night-fighter
Forest-path Skipper
Congo Flash
Brown Forest Swift
Dwarf Blue
Polka Dot
Swallowtail
Malagasy Night-fighter
Striped Flash
Leopard Nymph
Congo Flash
Leopard
Nigerian Buff
Savanna Gem
Five-ring
Clover Blue
Gaika Blue

COUNT
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
6510
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ENGLISH NAME
Ferrous Ant Buff
Dark Ant Buff

FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME
Kakumia ferruginea
Kakumia ideoides

Western Ant Buff
Nigeria Pearl Buff
Cameroon Pearl Buff
Western Pearl Buff
White Pearl Buff
Plain White Pearl Buff
Cream Pearl Buff
Mottled Pearl Buff
Orange-spotted Telipna

Kakumia otlauga
Larinopoda aspidos
Larinopoda batesi
Larinopoda eurema
Larinopoda lagyra lagyra
Larinopoda lagyra reducta
Larinopoda lircaea
Larinopoda tera
Telipna acraea acraea

Cameroon Orange-spotted Telipna
Central Orange-spotted Telipna

Telipna acraea fervida
Telipna acraea nigrita

Large Telipna
White-spotted Telipna
Central White-spotted Telipna
Unmarked Telipna
Banded Telipna
Budongo Banded Telipna
Cameroon Telipna
Long-winged Telipna
Yellow-spotted Telipna
Budongo Yellow-spotted Telipna
Uganda Yellow-spotted Telipna
Twin-spot Telipna
Eastern Twin-spot Telipna
Dull Telipna
Kisangani Telipna
Four-spotted Telipna
Western Three-spotted Telipna
Three-spotted Telipna
Bitje Telipna
Kasungo Telipna
Kayonza Telipna
Kigoma Telipna
Medje Telipna
Western Pale Telipna
Pale Telipna
Pointed Telipna
Niger Delta Telipna
Ruspinoid Telipna
Eastern Pearl-spotted Telipna
Pearl-spotted Telipna
Issia Western Telipna

Telipna acraeoides
Telipna albofasciata albofasciata
Telipna albofasciata laplumei
Telipna atrinervis
Telipna aurivillii aurivillii
Telipna aurivillii jefferyi
Telipna cameroonensis
Telipna centralis
Telipna citrimaculata citrimaculata
Telipna citrimaculata neavei
Telipna citrimaculata victoriae
Telipna consanguinea consanguinea
Telipna consanguinea ugandae
Telipna cuypersi
Telipna ducarmei
Telipna erica
Telipna hollandi exsuperia
Telipna hollandi hollandi
Telipna ja
Telipna kaputui
Telipna kayonza
Telipna kigoma
Telipna medjensis
Telipna nyanza katangae
Telipna nyanza nyanza
Telipna rothi
Telipna rufilla
Telipna ruspinoides
Telipna sanguinea depuncta
Telipna sanguinea sanguinea
Telipna semirufa ivoiriensis

Western Telipna
Ugandan Telipna
Northern Telipna
Delta Telipna
Small Telipna
Savanna Lined Ringlet
Miombo Lined Ringlet
Orange Lined Ringlet
Wolkberg Orange Lined Ringlet
Nyasa Round-eyed Ringlet
Large Nyasa Round-eyed Ringlet

Telipna semirufa semirufa
Telipna sheffieldi
Telipna sulpitia
Telipna transverstigna
Telipna villiersi
Coenyropsis bera
Coenyropsis carcassoni
Coenyropsis natalii natalii
Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes
Neocoenyra bioculata bioculata
Neocoenyra bioculata murphyi

AUTHOR
(Schultze, 1923)
(Dewitz, 1887)
(Grose-Smith & Kirby,
[1890])
Druce, 1890
Bethune-Baker, 1926
(Plötz, 1880)
(Hewitson, [1866])
Berger, 1981
(Hewitson, [1866])
(Hewitson, 1873)
(Westwood, [1851])
(Grose-Smith & Kirby,
[1890])
Jackson, 1969
(Grose-Smith & Kirby,
[1890])
Aurivillius, 1910
de Vos, 1918
Hulstaert, 1924
Rebel, 1914
Jackson, 1969
Jackson, 1969
Libert, 2005
Schultze, 1916
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Rebel, 1914
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Libert, 2005
Suffert, 1904
Hulstaert, 1924
Joicey & Talbot, 1921
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Libert, 2005
Jackson, 1969
Kielland, 1978
Holland, 1920
Stempffer, 1961
Neave, 1904
(Grose-Smith, 1898)
(Grose-Smith, [1901])
Schultze, 1923
Talbot, 1937
(Plötz, 1880)
Libert, 2005
(Grose-Smith & Kirby,
[1889])
Bethune-Baker, 1926
Hulstaert, 1924
Druce, 1910
Stempffer, 1965
(Hewitson, 1877)
Kielland, 1976
(Boisduval, 1847)
Vári, 1971
Carcasson, 1964
Collins, 1997
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Cream-eyed Round-eyed Ringlet
Small Round-eyed Ringlet
Sooty Round-eyed Ringlet
White-patched Round-eyed Ringlet
Grassland Round-eyed Ringlet
Mountain Round-eyed Ringlet
Eastern Mountain Round-eyed Ringlet
Rubeho Mountain Round-eyed Ringlet
Kitesa Mountain Round-eyed Ringlet
Iringa Mountain Round-eyed Ringlet
Yellow-patch Round-eyed Ringlet
Ngura Yellow-patch Round-eyed Ringlet
Kivu Round-eyed Ringlet
Masai Round-eyed Ringlet
Usambara Round-eyed Ringlet
Fawn Round-eyed Ringlet
Pale Round-eyed Ringlet
Somali Round-eyed Ringlet
Miombo Round-eyed Ringlet
Oval-eyed Five-ring

Neocoenyra cooksoni
Neocoenyra duplex
Neocoenyra fuligo
Neocoenyra fulleborni
Neocoenyra gregorii
Neocoenyra heckmanni heckmanni
Neocoenyra heckmanni kennethi
Neocoenyra heckmanni mangalisa
Neocoenyra heckmanni mbinga
Neocoenyra heckmanni uzungwae
Neocoenyra jordani jordani
Neocoenyra jordani septentrionalis
Neocoenyra kivuensis
Neocoenyra masaica
Neocoenyra paralellopupillata
Neocoenyra petersi
Neocoenyra pinheyi
Neocoenyra rufilineata
Neocoenyra ypthimoides
Ypthimomorpha itonia

Druce, 1907
Butler, 1886
Kielland, 1990
Thurau, 1903
Butler, 1894
Thurau, 1903
Kielland, 1990
Kielland, 1990
Kielland, 1990
Kielland, 1990
Rebel, 1906
Kielland, 1990
Seydel, 1929
Carcasson, 1958
(Karsch, 1897)
Kielland, 1990
Carcasson, 1961
Butler, 1894
Butler, 1894
(Hewitson, 1865)
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Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens
LepSoc Africa have now completed two years of monthly butterfly-surveys of our National
Botanical Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George,
Graham Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is
covering Kirstenbosch, Adrian Armstrong is looking after KZN, Pietermaritzburg, Christopher Willis
monitors Lowveld Botanical Gardens, Nelspruit (Mbombela) and Lourens Erasmus and I are
responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort.
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterflyabundance over the following months and years.
The annual report for the 2021 – 2022 season will be compiled shortly: our records are compiled
from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a summary of
activities in the last two months is included below:
George (GRBC) (Dave Edge)
The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave
has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris
brassicae).
There are very few butterflies in the Garden Route in winter and Dave did not visit the gardens
during the current reporting period.
Harold Porter (Graham Henning)
The butterfly checklist for Harold Porter has more than doubled, from 27 to 45 butterflies, as a
result of Graham’s surveys. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only Mountain Skolly (Thestor
montanus), and African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) have not been recorded to date.
Graham visited Harold Porter on 22 May and 4 June and recorded 8 and 4 species respectively.
Eastern Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina) is the only butterfly that has been recorded
from all visits in 2022.
Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach)
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie has recorded 18 species
(47.4%) to date.
During the current reporting period, Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 17 May (9 species) and 5 June
(7 species). Bush Bronze (Cacyreus lingeus) and African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna)
have been recorded on each visit this year.
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KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden (Adrian Armstrong)
KZN has the joint largest butterfly checklist for any of our Botanical Gardens at 130 species.
Adrian Armstrong’s assistants, Corrina Naidoo and Kallyn Gunkel visited KZN on 19 May. They
recorded 15 species, including Shade Dusky Dart (Acleros mackenii mackenii) and White Pie
(Tuxentius calice).
Corrina and Kallyn revisited KZN on 27 June and didn’t see a single butterfly; they returned on two
occasions and eventually rustled up Brown Dodger (Afrogegenes letterstedti). I’ve advised Corrina
not to bother with surveys if the weather is cool, but even so, this is a very worrying observation
from a locality that, even in winter, should be producing 20 butterfly species or more.
Lowveld (Christopher Willis)
Quartus Grobler recorded Variegated Large Vagrant (Nepheronia argia variegata) in May; the first
record of this butterfly from Lowveld and for any of the National Botanical gardens.
Christopher Willis visited Lowveld on 14 May and 18 June and recorded 44 and 37 species
respectively, including confirming the presence of argia.
In June Christopher found Mocker Bronze (Cacyreus virilis) which is another new record for the
Garden. The checklist for Lowveld now stands at 130 species, equal with KZN.

Mocker Bronze
Cacyreus virilis
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis

Variegated Large Vagrant
Nepheronia argia variegata
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis

Eastern False Chief
Pseudacraea lucretia expansa
Lowveld, Mpumalanga
Christopher Willis
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Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus)
The checklist for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens currently stands at 113 species.
I visited WSBG on 2 May. It was a bit cool, but I recorded 21 species, which is not too bad for
May.

Forest Caper White
Belenois zochalia zochalia
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Common Diadem
Hypolimnas misippus
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Speckled Sandman
Spialia mafa mafa
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Lourens Erasmus revisited WSBG on 21 May and 18 June and recorded 20 and 13 species
respectively. Of the 13 species in June, six were Pierids: African Migrant (Catopsilia florella),
African Caper White (Belenois creona severina), Forest Caper White (Belenois zochalia zochalia),
Eastern Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina), Twin Dotted Border (Mylothris rueppellii
haemus) and Southern Meadow White (Pontia helice helice).

Garden Commodore
Precis archesia archesia
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Eastern Dotted Border
Mylothris agathina agathina
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Steel-blue Ciliate Blue
Anthene definita definita
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Mocker Bronze
Cacyreus virilis
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Twin Dotted Border
Mylothris rueppellii haemus
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus

Black-striped Ciliate Blue
Anthene amarah amarah
WSBG, Gauteng
Lourens Erasmus
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Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality
Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration.
The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * LF)) 1/1.5
Where “n” is the number of species observed and “LF” is a locality factor, obtained from the
following table:
GARDEN
George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
KwaZulu-Natal
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

FACTOR
CHECKLIST (F)
55
34%
45
28%
38
24%
130
81%
130
81%
113
71%

These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis.
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Records for the 2021 – 2022 season are indicated below:
2021 - 2022 SEASON

George
Harold Porter
Kirstenbosch
KwaZulu-Natal
Lowveld
Walter Sisulu

Jul
n
Ax
7 2,6
3
2
3 2,2
0
8

0
2,1

Aug
n
Ax
0
1
1 1,5
0
0

Sep
n
Ax
1 1,4
5 2,5
6 2,9

Oct
n
Ax
0
1
19 4,6
10 3,6

37
23

41
28

34
29

3,7
3,2

3,9
3,5

3,6
3,6

Nov
n
Ax
10
3
7 2,8
8 3,2
0
0

1
1

Dec
Ax
0
1
10 3,3
0
1

Jan
Ax
1
1
10 3,6
11 2,2
1
40 4,2

n

0
31

n

1
3,7

Feb
n
Ax
12 3,3
13 3,8
13 4,1
22 2,9
36 3,7
37
4

Mar
n
Ax
12 3,3
17 4,3
16 4,6
31 3,4
41 3,9
30 3,6

Apr
Ax
7 2,6
14 3,9
14 4,3
22 2,9
50 4,4
34 3,9

n

n

May
Ax

8
9
15
44
20

n

3
3,4
2,5
4,1
3

Jun
Ax

4
7
1
37
13

2,3
3,1
1,2
3,7
2,5

Botanical Gardens 2021 - 2022 Season
5

4,5
4
3,5
3

2,5
2
1,5
1

0,5
0
Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

George

Harold Porter

Kirstenbosch

Lowveld

Walter Sisulu

AVERAGE

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

KwaZulu-Natal

Average indexes since the commencement of butterfly-monitoring of the National Botanical
Gardens are indicated below. Apart from October 2021 and February 2022 average scores for the
2021 – 2022 season have been slightly lower than for the previous season.

Botanical Gardens - Average scores
4,5
4
3,5
3
2,5
2
1,5
1
0,5
0
Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

2020 - 2021 season

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

2021 - 2022 season
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson)
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018.
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National
Botanical Gardens, which is incorporated into the Butterfly Index data.
We have now completed four years of butterfly surveys - a graph indicating a summary of records
is indicated below. No real trends have emerged yet, other than that butterfly abundance in the
summer months is significantly less than an assumed “ideal” whereas in winter numbers are
generally higher!
2022 (the pale green line on the graph below), has been a relatively poor year so far.

2018 to 2022
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

IDEAL

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at a single locality in a single day. If
your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration) or based on observations from a suburban
garden or a farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5.
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will hopefully soon
be possible to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of
the new permitting system.
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or
Locality table:
Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5
Biome factors (Fb) are indicated in the table below. In instances where records are obtained from
a locality with an established checklist, Locality factors (Fl) are used instead.
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NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

ABUNDANCE
INDEX

BIOME
Lowveld
Savanna or
Forest (L.S.)

Highveld
Savanna
(H.S)

Highveld
Grassland
(H.G.)

Arid Savanna
(A.S)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane
Forest (A.F.)

>79

>59

>39

>27

>19

>20

>59

5

Excellent

4

Good

52 to 79

39 to 59

26 to 39

19 to 27

13 to 19

13 to 20

39 to 59

3

Average

29 to 51

21 to 38

15 to 25

10 to 18

8 to 12

8 to 12

21 to 38

2

Poor

10 to 28

7 to 21

5 to 14

4 to 9

3 to 7

3 to 7

7 to 21

1

Very Poor

≤9

≤7

≤4

≤3

≤2

≤2

≤7

0

No Data

Methodology
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces.
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea
superfamily (traditional butterflies).
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest
rating will be used.
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives!
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Objectives
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks
Data – May and June:
2022
PROVINCE

MAY

JUN

Index

Score

Gauteng

3,1

21

WSBG

LF

KwaZulu-Natal

2,6

21

Gillitts

Limpopo

3,6

30

Thabazimbi

Mpumalanga

4,3

59

Kruger Park Lodge

Western Cape

3,4

9

Kirstenbosh

Eastern Cape

0

0

Northern Cape

0

0

Southern Cape

0

0

North West
Free State
Lesotho
Swaziland

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Locality

Biome

Observer

Index

Score

Jeremy Dobson

2,5

13

WSBG

L.S.

Steve Woodhall

4,4

63

Harold Johnson

H.S.

Jeremy Dobson

0

L.S.

Jeremy Dobson

3,7

37

Lowveld

Fanie Rautenbach

3,1

7

Kirstenbosh

LF

Locality

Biome
LF
L.S.
LF
LF

Observer
Lourens Erasmus
Mark Liptrot
Christopher Willis
Fanie Rautenbach

LF refers to Locality Factor; other abbreviations are as per the Abundance Factor table.
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2022:
PROVINCE

2022 - SUMMARY
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

Gauteng

4,2

4,2

3,6

3,9

3,1

2,5

KwaZulu-Natal

3,2

3,4

4,0

3,9

2,6

4,4

Limpopo

3,9

4,8

0

3,6

3,6

0

Mpumalanga

0

3,7

4,7

4,4

4,3

3,7

Western Cape

5,1

0

4,6

4,3

3,4

3,1

Eastern Cape

0

3,7

3,6

0

0

0

Northern Cape

0

0

0

0

0

0

Southern Cape

0

0

3,3

2,6

0

0

North West

0

3,8

0

0

0

0

Free State

0

3,3

0

0

0

0

3,6

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lesotho
Swaziland

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH
LepiMAP (Les Underhill)
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa.
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum.
http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville)
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of
taxonomic issues.
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude)
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3.
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/

COREL
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species.
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below:
COREL - Structure and guidelines
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Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson)
No new developments regarding the Thestor Project this month: I’ve repeated May’s article:
Barcodes (typically from, or near, type localities) have been obtained for the following taxa:
Thestor brachycerus dukei, Thestor camdeboo, Thestor dicksoni dicksoni, Thestor dicksoni
malagas, Thestor dicksoni warreni, Thestor holmesi, Thestor kaplani, Thestor penningtoni,
Thestor petra tempe, Thestor pictus, Thestor rooibergensis, Thestor strutti and Thestor
yildizae.
In addition, samples have been obtained, for sequencing, of the following butterflies: most have
the taxa below (29 samples in total) have been given to Pasi Sihvonen:
Thestor barbatus (Dave Edge), Thestor basuta basuta (Jeremy Dobson), Thestor basuta
capeneri (Jeremy Dobson), Thestor brachycera brachycera (Dave Edge), Thestor braunsi
(Jeremy Dobson), Thestor claassensi (Andrew Morton), Thestor coetzeri (Graham
Henning), Thestor montanus (Graham Henning), Thestor murrayi (Dave Edge), Thestor
protumnus aridus (Jeremy Dobson), Thestor rossouwi (Ernest Pringle) and Thestor
stepheni (Chris Dobson).
“Missing” taxa are as follows:
Thestor calviniae, Thestor compassbergae, Thestor dryburghi, Thestor overbergensis,
Thestor penningtoni, Thestor petra petra, Thestor pringlei, Thestor protumnus protumnus,
Thestor protumnus terblanchei, Thestor rileyi, Thestor vansoni
I’d also like to obtain samples of other South African Miletinae:
Aslauga australis, Lachnocnema bibulus, Lachnocnema durbani, Lachnocnema laches
While any Thestor samples are welcomed, specimens from type-localities will be especially
valuable for subsequent taxonomic work. To assist you, I’ve summarized Thestor type-localities
and flight periods (extracted from Afrotropical Butterflies) in the table contained on the following
pages. The status of the samples acquired to date have been colour coded, in accordance with
the table below (there are 35 currently described Thestor):
CODE
1A
1B
2A
2B
3A
3B
4

DESCRIPTION
COUNT
Multiple barcodes, including material from (or
13 37,1%
near) the type locality.
Single barcode from, or near type locality.
0 0,0%
Multiple barcodes, but not from the type locality.
0 0,0%
Single barcode, but not type material.
Type material has been obtained for
sequencing, but has not been sequenced yet.
Material has been obtained for sequencing, but
not from type locality
No specimens to date.

0

0,0%

6

17,1%

5

14,3%

11 31,4%
35 100,0%
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CODE
3A

Taxon
Thestor b arb atus
Henning & Henning, 1997
Bearded Skolly

3B

Thestor b asuta b asuta
(Wallengren, 1857)
Basuto Skolly
Thestor b asuta capeneri
Dickson, 1972
Northern Basuto Skolly
Thestor b rachycera b rachycera
(Trimen, 1883)
Knysna Skolly
Thestor b rachycera dukei
van Son, 1951
Duke’s Knysna Skolly
Thestor b raunsi
van Son, 1941
Brauns's Skolly

3B

3A

1A

3B

Type Locality
South Africa: “Spitskoppie,
6km NW Herald, 1080m,
33°48'S, 22°24'E, Western
Cape, 17.xii.1994.
[South Africa]: “Caffraria
[Eastern Cape Province]”.

Flight Period
Recorded in December.

South Africa: “Transvaal,
Lucerne, near Zeerust [North
West Province]”.
[South Africa]: “Cape Colony
(Western Districts)”.

October to April (Pringle et al .,
1994).

South Africa: “Koo District,
south-west Cape Province”.

December and January (Pringle et
al ., 1994).

South Africa: “Willowmore,
Cape Province [Eastern Cape
Province]”.

It appears to be double-brooded,
flying in October and again in March
(Pringle et al ., 1994). Also found
early in January at Greyton (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).
In the small population near the
town rubbish-tip, adults appear as
early as December, whereas the
population on top of the
Hantamsberg flies during February
and March (Heath & Pringle, 2004).
October to December. Heath &
Pringle (2004) give the flight period
as November and early December.

4

Thestor calviniae
Riley, 1954
Hantamsberg Skolly

South Africa: “Hantam’s Berg,
Calvinia, Cape Province
[Northern Cape Province]”.

1A

Thestor camdeb oo
Dickson & Wykeham, 1994
Camdeboo Skolly

3A

Thestor claassensi
Heath & Pringle, 2004
Stilbaai Skolly
Thestor coetzeri
Heath & Pringle, 2020
Inky Skolly

South Africa: “Eastern Cape
Province: Camdeboo
Mountains, near Aberdeen, 11
Nov. 1982 (V.L. and E.L.
Pringle)”.
South Africa: “Stillbaai
[Western Cape Province]”.

3A

4

Thestor compassb ergae
Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970
Compassberg Skolly

1A

Thestor dicksoni dicksoni
Riley, 1954
Karoo Skolly

1A

Thestor dicksoni malagas
Dickson & Wykeham, 1994
Atlantic Karoo Skolly

1A

Thestor dicksoni warreni
Ball, 1994
Arid Karoo Skolly

South Africa: Middlebergpas,
Citrusdal, Western Cape
Province. 32°37'32.18"S,
19°08'06.07"E, c. 900 m.
South Africa: “Compassberg
on Sneeuwbergen mountain
range near and north of New
Bethesda, Cape Province
[Eastern Cape Province]”.
South Africa: “Roode Zands
Mountains, above Tulbagh
Kloof, Cape Province [Western
Cape Province]”.
South Africa: “Western Cape
Province: Langebaan [Kreef
Bay, Langebaan Peninsula],
14 Mar. 1981 (T. Waters).”
South Africa: “Western Cape
Province: 10 km west of
Graafwater 32.08° S 18.31° E.
Altitude 100 m, 17 Apr. 1991
(J.B. Ball).”

October to April (Pringle et al .,
1994).

December and January (Pringle et
al ., 1994).

October to January.

November and December (Pringle &
Heath, 2019).

December is the only recorded
month (Pringle et al ., 1994).

Single-brooded, Dec - Apr.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
Single-brooded, Dec - Apr.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
Single-brooded, Dec - Apr.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
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CODE
4

Taxon
Thestor dryb urghi
van Son, 1966
Arkoep Skolly
Thestor holmesi
van Son, 1951
Hawequas Skolly
Thestor kaplani
Dickson & Stephen, 1971
Greyton Skolly
Thestor montanus
van Son, 1941
Mountain Skolly

Type Locality
South Africa: “Kamieskroon
(Namaqualand) [Northern
Cape Province]”.
South Africa: “French Hoek
Pass, West Cape Province”.

Flight Period
August to October (Heath & Pringle,
2004).

South Africa: “Western Cape
Province: Rivier Zonderend
Mtns, near Greyton”.
South Africa: “Assegaibos,
near Le Motte, French Hoek
Mountains [Western Cape
Province]”.

3B

Thestor murrayi
Swanepoel, 1953
Garden Route Skolly

South Africa: “Swartberg Pass,
nr Prince Albert, Cape Province
[Western Cape Province]”.

December and January (Pringle et
al ., 1994). Heath & Pringle (2004)
only give December.
October and November are the
months it is normally found. There
is a January record for the summit of
the Franschhoek Pass (Pringle et
al ., 1994).
October to January (Pringle et al .,
1994). At Natures Valley, 30 km
east of Plettenberg Bay, specimens
have been found in February and
March (J.B. Ball, pers comm., 2004).

4

Thestor overb ergensis
Heath & Pringle, 2004
Overberg Skolly
Thestor penningtoni
van Son, 1949
Swartberg Skolly
Thestor petra petra
Pennington, 1962
Rock Skolly
Thestor petra tempe
Pennington, 1962
Southern Rock Skolly
Thestor pictus
van Son, 1941
Langeberg Skolly

South Africa: “De Hoop,
Western Cape Province”.

October to late December (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).

South Africa: “Top of Zwartberg
Pass, Prince Albert District,
Cape Province”.
South Africa: “Gydo Mountain
(Ceres Distr.) Cape Province”.

October and November (Pringle et
al ., 1994).

South Africa: “Seven Weeks
Poort (Ladismith Distr., Cape
Province)”.
South Africa: “Garcias Pass,
Riversdale District, Cape
Province [Western Cape
Province]”.
South Africa: “Western Cape
Province [Northern Cape
Province]: Sutherland”.
South Africa: “Matjesfontein,
Cape Province [Western Cape
Province]”.
[South Africa]: “Tulbagh, Cap.
b. Spei [Western Cape
Province]”.
South Africa: “South Africa:
Mooimeisieshoek,
Korannaberg, Orange Free
State [Free State Province].
South Africa: “Lourensford,
Somerset West, Cape
Province, 1550 ft. [Western
Cape Province]”.
South Africa: “24 Oct. 1990, A.
Heath.” Heath & Pringle
(2004) give the type locality as
Rooiberg Mt. near Calitzdorp,
Western Cape Province.

October to January for (Pringle et al .,
1994).

1A

1A

3A

1A

4

1A

1A

4

3B

4

4

Thestor pringlei
Dickson, 1976
Roggeberg Skolly
Thestor protumnus aridus
van Son, 1941
Namaqua Boland Skolly
Thestor protumnus protumnus
(Linnaeus, 1764)
Boland Skolly
Thestor protumnus terb lanchei
Henning & Henning, 1993
Northern Boland Skolly

4

Thestor rileyi
Pennington, 1956
Matroosberg Skolly

1A

Thestor rooib ergensis
Heath, 1994
Rooiberg Skolly

December and January (Pringle et
al ., 1994).

Late November to January (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).

September to November (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).

December is the only month
recorded (Pringle et al ., 1994).
Single-brooded, Aug - Oct.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
Single-brooded, Sep - Dec.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
Single-brooded, Jan - Mar.
(Woodhall's Butterflies of South
Africa).
Late November to January (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).

The only records are for October and
December (Pringle et al., 1994).
Heath & Pringle (2004) state that the
main flight period is in September
and October.
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CODE
3B

Taxon
Thestor rossouwi
Dickson, 1971
Coastal Skolly

Type Locality
South Africa: “Western Cape
Province: Farm Platrug,
Stanford District”.

Flight Period
September to April (Heath & Pringle,
2004). In the east of its range the
species has a more restricted flight
period, from October to December
(Heath & Pringle, 2004).

3A

Thestor stepheni
Swanepoel, 1968
Jonaskop Skolly
Thestor strutti
van Son, 1951
Wolseley Skolly
Thestor vansoni
Pennington, 1962
Gydo Skolly
Thestor yildizae
Kocak, 1983
Peninsula Skolly

South Africa: “Boesmanskloof
Pass (Robertson distr.,
Cape)”.
South Africa: “Farm Verrekyker,
near Wolseley, Western Cape
Province”.
South Africa: “Skurfteberg
(Ceres Distr., Cape Province)
[Western Cape Province]”.
South Africa: “Muizenburg
(near top of hill), Cape
Province [Western Cape
Province]”.

December and January (Pringle et
al ., 1994).

1A

4

1A

August and September (Pringle et
al ., 1994).
September to November (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).
Late November to January (Heath &
Pringle, 2004).
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Spialia Project (Jeremy Dobson)
Johan Greyling is to sponsor a plate of Spialia samples for mtDNA COI sequencing. By Spialia, I
include the recently erected genera Agyllia and Ernsta. Please try and collect samples of these
butterflies!
We are trying to establish the overall relatedness of various Spialia (and related genera) and at the
same time, look out for new species. We will focus primarily on Southern African taxa.
I’ve already collected a few samples and have trawled BOLD and GENBANK is search of
appropriate DNA sequences. We also acquired a few barcodes from the Karoo BioGaps project.
I have obtained samples of the following butterflies this season:
Agyllia asterodia, Ernsta delagoae, Ernsta depauperata australis, Ernsta nanus, Ernsta
colotes transvaaliae, Spialia ferax, Spialia mafa mafa and Spialia spio.
“Missing” taxa include:
Agyllia agylla bamptoni, Ernsta sataspes, Ernsta confusa confusa, Ernsta paula and Ernsta
secessus.
I’ve prepared plates of “Spialia” images, approximately to scale, and have summarized their Type
Localities and known flight periods, as far as possible. Both these tables require a bit more work
but hopefully we can improve them (and add some useful identification cues) in the months ahead.
Specimens from Type Localities are especially useful for the subsequent taxonomic work, but
please try and catch samples of “Spialia” from as many localities as you can – I’ve little doubt
there are several new, cryptic species to be discovered!
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TAXON
Agyllia agylla agylla
(Trimen, 1889)
Grassveld Sandman

MALE

MALE (UNS)

FEMALE

FEMALE (UNS)

Agyllia agylla b amptoni
Vári, 1976
Namaqua Grassveld Sandman

Agyllia asterodia
(Trimen, 1864)
Star Sandman

Agyllia kituina
(Karsch, 1896)
Kenya Sandman

Carcharodus alceae wissmanni
Warnecke, 1934
Yemen Mallow Sandman

Ernsta (Delaga) b ifida
(Higgins, 1925)
Trail Sandman

Ernsta (Delaga) delagoae
(Trimen, 1898)
Delagoa Sandman

Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata
australis
de Jong, 1978
Southern Wandering Sandman

Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata
depauperata
(Strand, 1911)
Wandering Sandman

Ernsta (Delaga) mangana
(Rebel, 1899)
Arabian Sandman
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TAXON
Ernsta (Delaga) nanus
(Trimen, 1889)
Dwarf Sandman

MALE

MALE (UNS)

FEMALE

FEMALE (UNS)

Ernsta (Delaga) sataspes
(Trimen, 1864)
Boland Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes colotes
(Druce, 1875)
Bushveld Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes
semiconfluens
de Jong, 1978
Northern Bushveld Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes
transvaaliae
(Trimen, 1889)
Eastern Bushveld Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa confusa
(Higgins, 1925)
Confusing Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa ob scura
(Higgins, 1925)
Kenya Confusing Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) dromus
(Plötz, 1884)
Forest Sandman
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TAXON
Ernsta (Ernsta) paula
(Higgins, 1925)
Mite Sandman

MALE

MALE (UNS)

FEMALE

FEMALE (UNS)

Ernsta (Ernsta) ploetzi
occidentalis
de Jong, 1977
Western Grizzled Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) ploetzi ploetzi
(Aurivillius, 1891)
Grizzled Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) secessus
(Trimen, 1891)
Wolkberg Sandman

Ernsta (Ernsta) wrefordi
Evans, 1951
Savanna Sandman

Gomalia elma elma
(Trimen, 1862)
Green-marbled Sandman

Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus
(Hopffer, 1855)
African Sandman

Spialia (Platygnathia) doris
daphne
Evans, 1949
Western Desert Sandman

Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris
(Walker, 1870)
Desert Sandman
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TAXON
Spialia (Platygnathia) ferax
(Wallengren, 1863)
Striped Sandman

MALE

MALE (UNS)

FEMALE

FEMALE (UNS)

Spialia (Spialia) mafa higginsi
(Higgins, 1925)
Northern Speckled Sandman

Spialia (Spialia) mafa mafa
(Trimen, 1870)
Speckled Sandman

Spialia (Spialia) spio
(Linnaeus, 1764)
Blotched Sandman

The following tables indicate Type Localities and known flight periods for all African “Spialia”
(Sandmen). The code – taken from the table below – indicates the status of mtDNA sequences
obtained to date. All information is taken from Afrotropical Butterflies, in a few instances, from
Woodhall’s Butterflies of South Africa.
We have a lot of work to do to make the table green!
CODE
1A

DESCRIPTION
Multiple barcodes, including material from (or
near) the type locality.

1B
2A

COUNT
2

6,5%

Single barcode from, or near type locality.
Multiple barcodes, but not from the type
locality.

0

0,0%

5

16,1%

2B
3A

Single barcode, but not type material.
Type material has been obtained for
sequencing, but has not been sequenced yet.

0

0,0%

0

0,0%

3B

Material has been obtained for sequencing,
but not from type locality

7

22,6%

17
31

54,8%
100,0%

4

No specimens to date.
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CODE
1A

Taxon
Agyllia agylla agylla
(Trimen, 1889)
Grassveld Sandman

4

Agyllia agylla b amptoni
Vári, 1976
Namaqua Grassveld Sandman
Agyllia asterodia
(Trimen, 1864)
Star Sandman
Agyllia kituina
(Karsch, 1896)
Kenya Sandman
Carcharodus alceae wissmanni
Warnecke, 1934
Yemen Mallow Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) b ifida
(Higgins, 1925)
Trail Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) delagoae
(Trimen, 1898)
Delagoa Sandman

3B

4

4

4

3B

3B

4

4

1A

4

2A

4

3B

Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata
australis
de Jong, 1978
Southern Wandering Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) depauperata
depauperata
(Strand, 1911)
Wandering Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) mangana
(Rebel, 1899)
Arabian Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) nanus
(Trimen, 1889)
Dwarf Sandman
Ernsta (Delaga) sataspes
(Trimen, 1864)
Boland Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes colotes
(Druce, 1875)
Bushveld Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes
semiconfluens
de Jong, 1978
Northern Bushveld Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes
transvaaliae
(Trimen, 1889)
Eastern Bushveld Sandman

Type Locality
[South Africa]: “Cape Colony;
Eastern Districts, between
Somerset East and
Murraysberg, Murraysberg,
Hope Town. Giqualand West;
Kimberley, between Riet and
Modder Rivers, Vaal River”.
South Africa: “Hondeklipbaai,
Namaqualand Distr.”

Flight Period
August to April (Pringle et al ., 1994).

[South Africa]: “Cape Colony”

August to March (Pringle et al .,
1994).

[Kenya]: “Sansibargebiete, von
Kitui”.

No data.

Yemen: “Wadi Hadramaut”.

No data.

[Kenya]: “Nairobi, Mombasa,
British East Africa”; Uganda.

No data.

Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.

All year in the north of its distribution
but in South Africa commonest in
August-September and FebruaryMarch (Pringle et al ., 1994).

South Africa: “Muden (Natal)”.

Year-round in warmer areas; peaks
September-December and JanuaryMarch (Woodhall).

[Tanzania]: “Msamwia”.

No data.

[Yemen]: “Râs Fártak (Arab.
m.)”.

No data.

[South Africa]: “in the vicinity of
[Cape Town], Vogel Vley,
Namaqualand District,
Robertson”.
[South Africa]: “Cape Colony
and British Kaffraria”.

August to April, with peak
emergences in September-October
and March-April (Pringle et al .,
1994).
September to March (Pringle et al .,
1994).

Angola.

No data.

Somalia: “Bihendula”.

No data.

[South Africa]: “Transvaal,
Potchefstroom District”.

December to May (Woodhall).

September to December (Pringle et
al ., 1994).
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CODE
4

4

2A

4

4

4

4

4

2A

2A

4

2A

3B

4

3B

3B

Taxon
Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa confusa
(Higgins, 1925)
Confusing Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) confusa ob scura
(Higgins, 1925)
Kenya Confusing Sandman

Type Locality
[Malawi]: “Nyasaland”;
[Zambia]: “N.E. Rhodesia”;
Mozambique.
“British East Africa, Nairobi”.

Flight Period
October to March (Woodhall).

Ernsta (Ernsta) dromus
(Plötz, 1884)
Forest Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) paula
(Higgins, 1925)
Mite Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) ploetzi
occidentalis
de Jong, 1977
Western Grizzled Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) ploetzi ploetzi
(Aurivillius, 1891)
Grizzled Sandman
Ernsta (Ernsta) secessus
(Trimen, 1891)
Wolkberg Sandman

[Democratic Republic of
Congo]: “Congo”.

All year (Pringle et al ., 1994).

[Zimbabwe]: “Buluwayo, S.
Rhodesia”; South Africa:
“Transvaal”.
Ghana.

August to April but adults are most
plentiful from August to October
(Pringle et al ., 1994).
No data.

Cameroon: “Camerun”.

No data.

Angola: “Omrora”.

Ernsta (Ernsta) wrefordi
Evans, 1951
Savanna Sandman
Gomalia elma elma
(Trimen, 1862)
Green-marbled Sandman

Uganda: “Kotido, Karamoja
province”.

July to March in South Africa;
throughout the year in the northern
parts of its range (Pringle et al .,
1994).
No data.

Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus
(Hopffer, 1855)
African Sandman
Spialia (Platygnathia) doris
daphne
Evans, 1949
Western Desert Sandman
Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris
(Walker, 1870)
Desert Sandman
Spialia (Platygnathia) ferax
(Wallengren, 1863)
Striped Sandman
Spialia (Spialia) mafa higginsi
(Higgins, 1925)
Northern Speckled Sandman
Spialia (Spialia) mafa mafa
(Trimen, 1870)
Speckled Sandman
Spialia (Spialia) spio
(Linnaeus, 1764)
Blotched Sandman

No data.

[South Africa]: “Mossel Bay,
Knysna, Plettenberg Bay –
King William’s Town – Cape
of Good Hope”.
Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Year-round in warmer areas, mainly
August-April. Only August to April in
cooler areas (Woodhall).

No data.

No data.

[Djibouti]: “Tajora [Tadjoura]”.

No data.

[Namibia]: “in territorio fluminis
Kuisip”.

All year in warm areas; August to
April in colder climates (Pringle et
al ., 1994).
No data.

[Kenya]: “Mumias, 4,000 ft”.

[Lesotho]: “Maseru; KoroKoro”; [South Africa]:
“Potchefstroom, Trans-Vaal”.
[South Africa]: “Cap. b. spei”.

No data.

Year-round, peaks spring and
summer (September-April). In
cooler areas, only these months
(Woodhall).
All year, but scarce in cold climes in
the winter months (Pringle et al .,
1994).
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson)
Tomasz Pyrcz of Jagiellonian University, Poland, forwarded me two barcodes, obtained from
Aloeides conradsi jacksoni specimens found near Kabaru Forest, Nyeri County, Kenya. These are
the most northerly representatives of this genus. One of the sequences appears to be corrupt, but
the second one has been compared with the other Aloeides barcodes that I’ve got and is unique. It
is closest to Savanna Russet (Aloeides conradsi conradsi), but not particularly close: a pairwise
distance (PWD) of 9,38%. The sequence is massively different to the South African Patterned
Russets (A. thyra group) and is more than 20% different to Aloeides pallida pallida.
Unfortunately, I’m reluctant to draw any conclusions from a single barcode, so I’m hoping Tomasz
will be able to obtain further sequences.
170 Aloeides samples have been submitted to Pasi Sihvonen for mtDNA sequencing (Pasi has
very kindly offered to undertake this work free of charge). The batch includes 29 Thestor samples
and, courtesy of Alan Gardiner, a single Vansomerenia rogersi leg sample (Vansomerenia is the
only genus within the Aphnaeinae subfamily for which I don’t yet have a barcode). In conjunction
with the specimens that we’ve already acquired (and assuming we can obtain barcodes from all
the samples), we are only missing two species. These are:
•
•

Aloeides angolensis
Aloeides namibiensis

Missing subspecies are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aloeides carolynnae aurata
Aloeides conradsi angoniensis
Aloeides conradsi talboti
Aloeides molomo coalescens
Aloeides molomo kiellandi
Aloeides molomo mumbuensis

Only one of the above butterflies, De Hoop Dark Russet (Aloeides carolynnae aurata) is South
African, so this has been a good effort all round!
Please note however that data collection for the Aloeides Project is far from complete. There are
many instances where we have only single barcodes, and we are also short of material from type
localities. Remember the Aloeides Project aims to acquire samples of all Aloeides from all
localities: there will be plenty of new, cryptic species awaiting description! The information will
never be 100% complete, but once we’ve acquired barcodes from the new samples, we should
have more than enough data to construct a detailed Aloeides phylogenetic tree. I’ll produce this
(with my co-authors help) and, at the same time, flag potential new species and query dubious
ones. I intend to publish this as a standalone paper, but this is only the first step.
The ultimate goal is an Aloeides monograph, which will include phylogenetic trees, detailed
species accounts, new descriptions, diagnostic cues, distribution maps and essentially, all known
information regarding the butterflies in this genus.
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I’m increasingly convinced that
Aloeides should be split into three
genera and the A. conradsi results
support this. The Speckled Russets
(Trimeni group) are consistently
separated from the Patterned Russets
(Thyra group).
The Mottled Russets (Molomo group)
could possibly be in their own genus
and are in any case, closer to
Erikssonia than Aloeides.
Please refer to a preliminary
Aphnaeinae phylogeny: don’t look at it
too closely - the tree is not “rooted”, so
the evolutionary batting order is not
correct, and I haven’t applied
bootstrapping; also mtDNA barcodes
are not the right tool for analysing the
larger branches of phylogenetic trees.
Nonetheless, I believe many of the
relationships are interesting.
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Aloeides gallery 2021 – 2022 Season

Aloeides aranda
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides taikosama
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides egerides
Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pallida
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides gowani
Lootsberg Pass, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides maluti
Golden Gate, Free State
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides oreas
Witsieshoek, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides penningtoni
Mt Currie, KZN
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides henningi
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides molomo molomo
Hillshaven, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides trimeni trimeni
WSBG, Gauteng
Jeremy Dobson
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Aloeides arida
Carolusberg, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides nollothi
Wallekraal, N Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides barklyi
Carolusberg, N Cape
Reinier Terblanche

Aloeides lutescens
Bree River, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides thyra thyra
Constantia Nek, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides rileyi
Sehonghong, Lesotho
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides dryas
Barberton, Mpumalanga
Delia Oosthuizen

Aloeides almeida
Mt Rochelle, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides pierus
Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides bamptoni
Helmeringhausen, Namibia
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides braueri
Queenstown, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson

Aloeides depicta
Huntly Glen, E Cape
Jeremy Dobson
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PUBLICATIONS
Metamorphosis
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor,
responsible for production.
Metamorphosis Volume 32 (2021) is being printed and is on sale to LepSoc Africa members for
R 220 (R 260 for non-members). This is a compilation of articles, taxonomic papers and notes
published online by Metamorphosis during 2021.
For more details, view the Metamorphosis section of the LepSoc Africa website under the
Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org)
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/) or contact Dave at
orachrysops@gmail.com.
The cover of Volume 32 is indicated below; Dave Edge has summarized all the latest
Metamorphosis articles under LATEST NEWS.
Volume 32 Part 1
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2022
Volume 33
New articles in Metamorphosis :
A contribution to the knowledge of the butterfly fauna of Maputo Special Reserve,
Mozambique from African Natural History Research Trust expeditions (Papilionoidea)
William R. C. Miles, Lauren E. Morgan, Lydia R. J. Mulvaney & Alvaro A. Vetina
A new species of Iolaus Hübner, [1819] (Papilionoidea, Lycaenidae, Theclinae) in the
subgenus Argiolaus Druce, 1891 from Kenya.
Szabolcs Sáfián and Steve C. Collins
Revision of the A. delicata group of Afriodinia d’Abrera, 2009 (Papilionoidea: Riodinidae)
with the description of a new species from Mount Lico, Northern Mozambique, and the
reinstatement of a species
Julian L. Bayliss, T. Colin E. Congdon, Ian D. Richardson and Steve C. Collins.

Unexpected diversity: ten new species of Homadaula Lower, 1899 from Africa and the
Arabian Peninsula (Galacticoidea: Galacticidae).
Wolfram Mey

2020
Volume 31 Part 1
Articles: 139 - 147
R250 excluding postage.
Volume 31 Part 2
Dr.Martin Kruger : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey
R350 excluding postage
Volume 31 Part 3
The Caterpillar Rearing Group
R600 excluding postage
Volume 31 Part 4
Outcomes of the Souterhn African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment
R250 excluding postage
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OTHER BUTTERFLIES
Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this
newsletter.
We continue with the Geometridae family and the Ennominae subfamily

Chiasmia turbulentata
Johan Heyns

Drepanogynis carneata
Johan Heyns

Cleora nigrisparsalis
Johan Heyns

Drepanogynis bifasciata
Johan Heyns

Drepanogynis costipicta
Johan Heyns

Isturgia deerraria
Johan Heyns
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Gauteng
I haven’t been out locally during this period, apart from a visit to Walter Sisulu in May (refer to
Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens under FEATURES). Here are some photos
from Justin Bode:

Xanthorhoe exorista
Krugersdorp, Gauteng
Justin Bode

And some from Simon du
Plessis:

Eastern Scarlet
Axiocerses tjoane tjoane
Centurion, Gauteng
Simon du Plessis

Southern Twin Dotted Border
Mylothris rueppellii haemus
Krugersdorp, Gauteng
Justin Bode

Black Heart
Uranothauma nubifer nubifer
Krugersdorp, Gauteng
Justin Bode

African Grass Blue
Zizeeria knysna knysna
Centurion, Gauteng
Simon du Plessis

Mpumalanga

Eastern Clouded Mother-of-Pearl
Protogoniomorpha nebulosa
Mpumalanga
Andrew Mayer
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KZN

Dusky-veined Amber
Telchinia igola
uMlalazi, KZN
Wayne Johnston

Forest Queen
Charaxes wakefieldi
Mtunzini, KZN
Wayne Johnston

Eastern Boisduval's False Acraea
Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii
uMlalazi, KZN
Wayne Johnston

Eastern Battling Glider
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni
Kloof, KZN
Andrew Kruger

Common Mother-of-pearl
Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Forest Hills, KZN
Herb Kagaler

Lesser Fig-tree Blue
Myrina dermaptera dermaptera
Kloof, KZN
Jonathan Hemson

Clouded Flat
Tagiades flesus
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Southern Diverse Albatross
Appias epaphia contracta
Palmiet, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Fig-tree Moth
Naroma varipes
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Blood-red Acraea
Acraea petraea
Palmiet, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Southern Mocker Swallowtail
Papilio dardanus cenea
Harold Johnson, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Black-striped Ciliate Blue
Anthene amarah amarah
Harold Johnson, KZN
Steve Woodhall

76

Eastern Scarlet
Axiocerses tjoane tjoane
Harold Johnson, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Southern Mocker Swallowtail
Papilio dardanus cenea
Harold Johnson, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Dusky Amber
Telchinia esebria
Gillitts, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Limpopo
Mark Williams and I visited Thabazimbi on 20 April. Butterflies were relatively scarce for this time
of the year - we saw 30 species (Abundance Index 3.6 – Average) – and, as if that wasn’t bad
enough, I nearly got my car seriously stuck in the mud. Nonetheless, we had a good time, and the
intermittent cloud cover was good for photography.

Black-striped Ciliate Blue
Anthene amarah amarah
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Pioneer Caper White
Belenois aurota
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Southern African Caper White
Belenois creona severina
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Spotted Joker
Byblia ilithyia
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Marsh Patroller
Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Southern Round-winged Orange Tip
Colotis euippe omphale
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson
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African Orange Tip
Colotis evenina evenina
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Zebra White
Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Dark Netted Sylph
Willema willemi
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Jeremy Dobson

Warwick Tarboton took some nice photos of Charaxes in the Waterberg in May:

Variegated Princess
Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Warwick Tarboton

Green-veined Emperor
Charaxes candiope
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Warwick Tarboton

Orange Pearl-spotted Princess
Charaxes jahlusa rex
Thabazimbi, Limpopo
Warwick Tarboton

And some photos by Andries de Vries from Swadini:

Southern African Caper White
Belenois creona severina
Swadini, Limpopo
Andries de Vries

African Migrant
Catopsilia florella
Swadini, Limpopo
Andries de Vries

Rufous-winged Flat
Eagris nottoana nottoana
Swadini, Limpopo
Andries de Vries
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A photo each from Johan Greyling and Reinier Terblanche:

White Pearl Emperor
Charaxes varanes varanes
Kampersrus, Limpopo
Johan Greyling

Southern Red Tip
Colotis antevippe gavisa
Lephalale, Limpopo
Reinier Terblanche

And a couple from Dawn Corry-Toussaint, featuring Apricot Playboy (Deudorix dinochares).

Apricot Playboy
Deudorix dinochares
Limpopo
Dawn Corry-Toussaint

Eastern Cape

Green-marbled Sandman
Gomalia elma elma
Colchester, Eastern Cape
Marie Delport

Apricot Playboy
Deudorix dinochares
Limpopo
Dawn Corry-Toussaint

False Silver-bottom Brown
Pseudonympha magoides
Cochester, Eastern Cape
Marie Delport

Hummingbird Hawk
Macroglossum stellatarum
Cochester, Eastern Cape
Marie Delport
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AFRICA DESK
Uganda

East African Spirit
Leptosia alcesta inalcesta
Uganda
Sudheer Kommana

Blind Banded Judy
Afriodinia neavei neavei
Mpanga, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

One-eyed Scalloped Blue Judy
Afriodinia rutherfordii cyclops
Kalinju, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Bush Bronze
Cacyreus lingeus
Zika, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Equatorial Banded King
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis
Mpanga, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Red Emperor
Charaxes zingha
Mpanga, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Pin-striped Liptena
Liptena praestans praestans
Zika, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Cobalt Fairy Playboy
Paradeudorix cobaltina
Mpanga, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Speckled Liptena
Helna despecta
Mpanga, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi
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Zambia

Air Commodore
Precis actia
Zambia
Mark Hellam

Namibia

African Blue Pansy
Junonia orithya madagascariensis
Otavi,
Alex Singleton

Angola

Common Pathfinder
Evena crithea
Mayombe, Angola
Rogerio Ferreira

Small Striped Swordtail
Graphium policenes policenes
Mayombe, Angola
Rogerio Ferreira

Bonasia Amber
Telchinia bonasia bonasia
Mayombe, Angola
Rogerio Ferreira

Gold-banded Forester
Euphaedra neophron neophron
Mozambique
Riette Griesel

Clouded Flat
Tagiades flesus
Mozambique
Riette Griesel

Mozambique

Novice
Amauris ochlea ochlea
Mozambique
Riette Griesel
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Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker is a resident guide at Rubondo Island Camp, Lake Victoria within
northeast Tanzania; I’ve attached a few photos and I’m sure there will be many more! There are
also a couple of photos from Jackson Praygod, who regularly posts photos of Tanzanian
butterflies on Facebook.

Blue Striped Prince
Charaxes baumanni baumanni
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Equatorial Banded King
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Equatorial Banded King
Charaxes numenes aequatorialis
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Veined Lady
Graphium leonidas leonidas
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Eastern Little Pansy
Junonia sophia infracta
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Northern White Lady
Graphium angolanus baronis
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Tailed Violet Giant Cupid
Lepidochrysops neonegus neonegus
Serengeti, Tanzania
Jackson Praygod

Dappled Lady
Graphium philonoe philonoe
Tanzania
Sudheer Kommana
Abyssinian Admiral
Vanessa abyssinica abyssinica
Ngorongoro, Tanzania
Jackson Praygod
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Zimbabwe

Southern Black-veined Ant-heap White
Dixeia doxo parva
Buffalo Range, Zimbabwe
Arthur Harmsworth

Soldier Pansy
Junonia elgiva
Zimbabwe
Gary Douglas

Eastern Scarlet
Axiocerses tjoane tjoane
Zimbabwe
James Wakefield

Topaz Arab
Colotis calais calais
Zimbabwe
James Wakefield

Gold-banded Forester
Euphaedra neophron neophron
Zimbabwe
James Wakefield

Black-based Acraea
Acraea natalica
Zimbabwe
Matthew Cock

Cream-banded Amber
Telchinia acerata
Zimbabwe
Matthew Cock
Lilac Tree Nymph
Sevenia rosa
Zimbabwe
Jono Francis
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LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors:
• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman)
• Justin Bode (Secretary)
• Peter Ward (Treasurer)
Co-opted Councillors
• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis)
• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits)
Branch Chairmen
• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State)
• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal)
• Andrew Morton (Western Cape)
• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape)
• Dave Edge (Southern Cape)
• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo)
• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape)
• Michael Ochse (Germany)
Metamorphosis Volume 32 (2021) – Part 1 is on sale for R 220 (R 260 for non-members).
LEPSOC AFRICA - SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022
Annual subscription fee
(current year i.e 2022)

2022

Category

South
African

Africa

International

Sponsor*
Ordinary
Pensioner (over 60 yrs)
Student (under 23 yrs)
Family Membership**
Family (Pensioners)

R1 300
R 310
R 240
R 160
R 480
R 370

R 1 300
R 310
R 240
R 160
R 480
R 370

R 1 480
R 380
R 290
R 220
R 480
R 370

Metamorphosis printed copy
(preceding year i.e 2021)
South
African

Africa

Included
R 220
R 220
R 220
R 220
R 220

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

International
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Annual subscriptions, plus
printed copy of
Metamorphosis
South
African

Africa

International

R 1 300
R 530
R 440
R 380
R 700
R 590

R 1 300
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

R 1 480
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, standalone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments.
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children
under the age of 18.
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16
Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year and, for new members, are discounted by 50%
after 31 June; to renew your membership, click on the following link:
LepSoc Africa subscriptions
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your
identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com.
There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to
July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is
final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society.

Entries for May

Lesser Fig-tree Blue
Myrina dermaptera dermaptera
Kloof, KZN
Jonathan Hemson

African Blue Pansy
Junonia orithya madagascariensis
Colchester, Eastern Cape
Marie Delport

African Yellow Pansy
Junonia hierta cebrene
Pinelands, W Cape
Jane Turner

Eastern Battling Glider
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni
Assagay, KZN
Peter Smith

Light-webbed Ringlet
Physcaeneura pione
Tanzania
Suheer Kommana

Bush Scarlet
Axiocerses amanga amanga
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga
Stephen Ball

MAY
South African photographers are at a distinct
disadvantage in the Southern Hemisphere
winter months…
Amos Pampy Hardecker works for Asilia as a
guide at Rubondo Island National Park; one of
two Tanzanian national parks located on
islands in Lake Victoria. He is a keen butterfly
photographer and took this photo of Northern
White Lady (Graphium angolanus baronis) in
May.
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Entries for June

Cobalt Fairy Playboy
Paradeudorix cobaltina
Zika, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

Deceptive Diadem
Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor
Zimbabwe
Gary Douglas

Eastern Boisduval's False Acraea
Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii
Zimbabwe
Gary Douglas

Veined Lady
Graphium leonidas leonidas
Rubondo Island, Tanzania
Amos Pampy Hardecker

Blood-red Acraea
Acraea petraea
Palmiet, KZN
Steve Woodhall

Pin-striped Liptena
Liptena praestans praestans
Zika, Uganda
Rogers Muhwezi

JUNE
Rogers Muhwezi is a Ugandan nature guide, who
can arrange bespoke butterfly or birding safaris
within Uganda.
Rogers – a multiple winner of Photo of the Month
– wins again, with this image of Blue-pearl Pansy
(Junonia temora temora), taken at Kalinzu Forest,
southwest Uganda.
This magnificent butterfly was recently moved
from Protogoniomorpha to Junonia.
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TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES…
Langkawi Island: Haven for exotic butterflies and Russian bikinis …
Dave McDermott
Having dismantled my net and made up a self-tapping screw-secured system of short poles that
also fitted into my suitcase, along with a heap of shorts and light shirts, it was time to head for OR
Tambo International Airport for a date with Malaysian Airways.
Destination? Langkawi, an archipelago of 104 islands lying on the north-western coast of
Peninsular Malaysia where the Strait of Malacca meets the waters of the Andaman Sea. Longsuffering non-lepidopterist wife Wendy and good friend Carl van Zyl and his wife Stephanie made
up the party and after 12 hours of flying we landed in paradise, having also been joined at Kuala
Lumpur Airport by Wendy's brother Ian and his family from Perth, Australia.
Soon we were ensconced in air-conditioned luxury at the Holiday Villa Beach Resort & Spa near
Pantai Cenang in the south-western portion of the island. Our rooms overlooked stunning gardens
containing a huge variety of palms, multiple shades of bougainvillea and hibiscus, and numerous
tropical plants with leaves of myriad hues.
Step outside away from the air conditioning and the heat and humidity were like walking into a
brick wall. Despite the discomfort (shirt doesn't stay crisp and dry for long) I felt that I had a good
chance of seeing stunning butterflies at various spots Johannesburg's local resident with excellent
knowledge of Malaysian lepidoptera, Dave Haggett, had kindly described to me on the phone
before we departed.
An instinct for self-preservation warned me that for the first three days at least, I would have to
curb the desire to head off for the nearest patch of forest. Dutifully lying on the beach reading
'Spud' (a delightfully funny tale describing life at one of South Africa's premier private boarding
schools for boys) my attention was occasionally distracted by the odd butterfly, among them
various Crows (Euploea) some of them of really massive proportions, various Tigers (Danaus
species) and the odd swordtail (Graphium doson and sarpedon).
A few reconnaissance forays through the tree-covered hillocks and bush near the hotel, including
some swampy low-lying areas, proved very disappointing, revealing only the local Belenois
equivalent, some Junonias that looked remarkably like the lavinia found in the US and the odd
Euploea.
So I engineered a visit to the Gunung Mat Cincang, a massive, thickly forested mountain rising to
700m. A most efficient cable car system ferried one from the bottom over the forest canopy and
presented most spectacular views of the archipelago and the main Island. There were a few
butterflies at the top, far fewer than I expected. However, I was able to observe, but could not get
close enough to photograph, a stunning, very large lycaenid whose wingspan was probably 6cm.
A matt golden underside with darker brown markings and prominent tails and an upperside of the
most stunning metallic green, very much like the green of Lepidochrysops ruthica! Dave Haggett
had warned me about such large lycaenids yet its appearance still made a huge impact.
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From the cable car we could see the Tulaga Tujuh (Seven Wells) waterfalls, a place that Dave told
me was a must. I did not take a net with me on the walk (some 900 or so steep steps to the first
well, where children slide down the rocks, had us sweating profusely). I left my companions
cooling off in the pools of water and took the path to the right into the forest as instructed by Dave.
It was most disappointing. Apart from a few of the common Mormon swallowtails I saw a pair of
the totally dimorphic Lexias dirtea, male somewhat stunning in livery of black with metallic blue
band on the outer margin of the hindwings and the female in dark brown, covered with bright
yellow spots and streaks. Apart from a few Giant Orange Tips (Hebomoia glaucippe), some
members of the Delias genus of pierids with stunning red and orange marked undersides and a
large swallowtail resembling Papilio helenus, not much was flying.
Near the car park at Seven Wells I did, however, find a strangely coloured Judy (Abisara), which
possibly could be the Plum Judy, according to a book owned by Steve Woodhall. Abisaras, of
course, also occur in parts of tropical Africa.
Back at the hotel, I found in the side gardens a number of strange members of the satyrine
subfamily that I believe are Elymnias hypermnestra. The males and females are dimorphic,
mimicking distasteful danaids, the males looking similar to Euploea mulciber (Striped Blue Crow)
and the females to various Tigers, including Danaus genutia.
A couple of days later, while wandering through the hotel gardens to the beach, I saw a huge very
dark lycaenid which displayed a bright metallic blue upperside when it flew. At rest, the underside
was dark black with metallic blue markings on the hindwing near the tails. Unfortunately, a bevy of
truly statuesque Russian bathing beauties was also heading for the beach, and I don't think the
butterfly liked the clashing colours of their bikinis as it immediately departed at speed and flew
over the roof of the hotel never to be seen again. What a disappointment - one that not even the
bikinis could atone for!
Ady (pronounced adee) was our taxi driver. He adopted us during our stay, arranged our tours and
ferried us everywhere we wanted to go. I asked him about the butterfly scene and he said the
problem was drought: Langkawi had experienced its driest Monsoon in many years. Actually, you
could see this in the forests as many of leaves of the trees were brown and falling. Incongruous
that at the time the southern Malaysian peninsula was experiencing severe floods...
So I made a plan with Ady for him to take me to the Durian Perangin Waterfall, not very far from
Seven Wells and a fairly easy ride from our hotel, on the Friday, and a slightly longer-term plan to
go back to Seven Wells on the Saturday. Ady mentioned that he had taken a small party of
Japanese lepidopterists to Durian Perangin the previous year and they had been delighted with
what they found.
However, McDermott's luck struck back with a vengeance. On Thursday evening the weather did
an about-face. Friday and Satrurday were completely rained out and it remained wet and overcast
until we left on the Monday. The womenfolk were delighted - ideal conditions for retail therapy and
there were plenty of upmarket duty-free shops in the Island capital, Kuah, keen to relieve them of
their traveller's cheques!
I did bring back a small selection of specimens from Langkawi, including a magnificent male
Deudorix with a deep auburn-red upperside that was highlighted on the forewing by smudgy black
veining, and a couple of the huge Crows. These I intend to place in small wall-mount displays, one
for Carl's home and one for mine as mementoes of our visit.
Then it was off to Kuala Lumpur. Much like many other large cities in SE Asia but much cleaner,
well organised and fewer bad smells. While others indulged in retail therapy, I persuaded Carl and
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Wendy's brother Ian to join me on a day trip headed to KL Bird Park, Butterfly House and orchid
gardens. What a paradise!
The Butterfly House is one of the best I've seen and is well stocked. I had noticed a door leading
into what looked like a genuine rock facing into the flying area and making a closer inspection, I
saw a one metre long, l2cm high gap in the “rockface". Through this opening a person inside the
"rock" was very discreetly introducing freshly emerged specimens once their wings were
sufficiently hardened. The front area of the was well covered with various types of flowering
Impatiens and it was an excellent spot to lurk and observe a wide variety of fresh butterflies,
including the birdwings, Troides helena and Trogonoptera brookiana (Rajah Brook's Birdwing).
I had birdwings crawling onto my hands, content to sip at my sweat (it was extremely warm and
very humid, despite being overcast) and I much later returned to the hotel a happy man. One of
these days, I promised myself, I will make it to other exotic island such as PapuaNew Guinea, the
Moluccas, Java, Solomon, Bougainville and Bismarck to see the Ornithopteras in all their glory.
METAMORPHOSIS VOL. 17, No. 4 December 2006
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FOOTNOTE
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as
submitted by the author.
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com.
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions.
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here:
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