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Welcome to Marchôs newsletter! 
 
Following good mid-summer rainfall over much of South Africa, butterfly numbers have increased 
dramatically. A large dispersal of Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) ï frequently flying with 
other ñmigratingò species - has added to the spectacle. 
 
There is lots of news this month, including the registration of a servitude to protect the type-locality 
of the critically endangered Wolkberg Zulu (Alaena margaritacea). There have also been an 
unprecedented number of trip reports ï thanks to everyone concerned. 

 
Corrections 
 
No corrections were received regarding Januaryôs newsletter. 

 
LepSoc Africa Subscriptions for 2025 
 
A reminder that you should have received a notification from Hanna Edge, regarding subscriptions 
for 2025. Subscriptions are due on the first of January each year ï the following pages outline how 
one can make payment. 
 

LSA Subscriptions 2025 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our new Treasurer, Dave Edge at 
orachrysops@gmail.com 

 
  

MARCH 2025  
 
ABN 2025 ï 2 
 
(NEWS FROM 
JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY) 
 

LATEST NEWS 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jhr5jtv4pt3zr24wdo3kw/How-to-renew-your-LepSoc-Africa-membership-for-2025.pdf?rlkey=mvo1a6vux6a65urii61sf217d&dl=0
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2025/2025-2/orachrysops@gmail.com
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Monthly LepSoc Africa Project Calls 
 
The first of the monthly LepSoc Africa project calls was held on 13 February 2025 to discuss the 
roles and responsibilities within LepSoc Africa. The minutes of the meeting can be accessed using 
this link:  
 

Project Call Meeting 13 Feb 2025 
 
Future meetings will be held on the Second Thursday of each month, with each call providing an 
opportunity for general updates before moving on to the focus project for the week. Use the link 
below to add the meeting series to your calendar:  
 

Placeholder for project meeting Series 
 
Agenda for next weekôs call, on 13 March 2025, 18:30-19:30 

 

¶ Caterpillar Rearing Group Update 

¶ iNaturalist as an invaluable tool  

 
LepSoc Africa WhatsApp Groups 

There are several WhatsApp groups associated with the society. If you missed an email from Lynn 
Katsoulis last year, we have established a society-wide WhatsApp group focusing on the technical 
aspects of LepSoc. 

To be added to the main WhatsApp group, please send a request via WhatsApp to +27 83 393 
4232. 

Additionally, most regions have their own WhatsApp groups that are more socially oriented, 
covering content relevant to their specific areas, such as excursions, day trips or social banter. 
Please contact the regional chairperson if you would like to be added to a specific regional 
WhatsApp group. 

 
ESSA Conference 
 

 
 
LepSoc Africa has been invited to host one or more sessions on lepidoptera research. We urge 
anyone who has local data to consider submitting an abstract for the conference, as a way to get 
local academics more involved in research that is relevant to local lepidoptera. 
 
Link to conference:  
 

https://essaxxiv.carlamani.com/?page=j1_2 
 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/506uzlc99b7kvr7/LSA%20Open%20Meeting%20Notes%2013_02_2025.pdf?e=1&dl=0
https://calendar.app.google/BFH9S6CFYE4WJWVf6
https://essaxxiv.carlamani.com/?page=j1_2
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Meeting with SAPPI (Clive Curtis) 
 
Steve Woodhall, Kevin Cockburn, Adrian Armstrong, Lynn Katsoulis and Clive Curtis had an 
engagement with SAPPI to discuss a proposed collaboration with LepSoc Africa for butterfly 
conservation on SAPPI-owned land. This involves species such as the Karkloof Indigo Blue 
(Orachrysops ariadne) and Amber Protea (Capys penningtoni). 
 
You can view more on O. ariadne in Cliveôs Butterflies of South Africa documentary (below): 
 

Butterflies of South Africa 

 
Brenton Blue (Dave Edge) 
 
The Brenton Indigo Blue (Orachrysops niobe) featured in a Daily Maverick article by Kristin Engel. 
The piece, titled ñHow a fire undid decades of conservation and led to the likely extinction of the 
Brenton blue butterflyò, outlines the history of this well-known butterfly: 
 

Daily Maverick - Brenton Blue 
 
You can also read a more detailed account in the latest Metamorphosis (Volume 35 December 
2024): 
 

Metamorphosis - Brenton Blue 
 

Lekgalameetse 
 
Lynn Katsoulis (and others) organised an expedition to 
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo ï this is the famous ñMalta 
Forestò of the David Swanepoel era. Steve Collins, 
Steven Ball, Lynn Katsoulis, Penny Sanderson, Thea de 
Wet, Lyzanne de Bruin and Rhys Robinson made up the 
elite party! 
 
By all accounts, a good time was had, and the group put 
together an impressive checklist of 83 butterflies, which 
may be viewed via the link below. 
 

Lekgalameetse checklist ï 8 and 9 February 
2025 

 
Refer to a trip report by Penny Sanderson 
elsewhere in this newsletter.   

From left to right; Lynn and Marianne Katsoulis, Thea 
de Wet, Rhys Robinson, Stephen Ball, Penny 

Sanderson and Steve Collins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuf9Hrd0NiE
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-02-20-how-a-fire-undid-decades-of-conservation-and-led-to-the-likely-extinction-of-the-brenton-blue-butterfly/
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1771/2024.12.30%20Metamorphosis%2035%2047-56%20Edge%20Brenton%20Blue%20rev.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/uflizf9vy6ek1yryrtsml/Lekgalameetse-List.pdf?rlkey=hd5uxksomm72w9u10zqncu5pi&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/uflizf9vy6ek1yryrtsml/Lekgalameetse-List.pdf?rlkey=hd5uxksomm72w9u10zqncu5pi&e=1&dl=0
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The Conservation Servitude for the Type Locality of Alaena 
margaritacea, Iconic Butterfly, has Finally Come Through  
Etienne Terblanche 
 

éClink a glass of wine and donôt forget to dance on the kitchen table! Lepidopterists  
 across the world, unite! 
 
éwhat men consider important, such as abstractions, is really unimportant, and what men 
consider to be unimportant, such as a leaf or a bird, is really of the utmost importance. 
 
Norman Friedman, (Re)Valuing Cummings: Further Essays on the Poet, 1996 
 

Alaena margaritacea, the Wolkberg Zulu, has been in the news 
before, when Sylvie Kremer-Köhne discovered a second colony 
ten kilometres outside Haenertsburg in 2013. André Coetzer was 
the COREL custodian for the species at that stage. His excellent 
pictures and his words were posted as far afield as the National 
Geographic Newsletter.  Long before these events, collectors 
were riveted by its fate, and D. A. Swanepoelôs rediscovery of 
the creature in 1939, after fourteen yearsô worth of hard 
searching, must have been profound news to them. 
 
This time, it is in the news because a conservation servitude has 
been established on the farm where the type locality is situated. 
The owner, Gustav van Veijeren, agreed to the procedure after a 
committee of villagers led by meðthe Wolkberg Zulu Butterfly 
Conservation Servitude (WZBCS) committeeðhad delegated 
Louis Changuion, local historian, hiker, and writer strategically to 
suggest the idea to him.  
 
Dave Edge initiated the project with a visit to the village in October 2021. At one or two important 
stages, he was of considerable help, especially given his substantial work experience around the 
Brenton Blue.  
 
The servitude is the first butterfly one in the country, but it is preceded no doubt by the Brenton 
Blue Butterfly Reserve for Orachrysops niobe and the Ruimsig Butterfly Nature Reserve for 
Aloeides dentatis, the latter as spearheaded by the Henning brothers. That reserve actually was 
the real first. Let us celebrate these noble efforts anew with the arrival of the new baby. 
 
The main driver for the current project was the WZBCS committee. To my disappointment and 
despite my efforts, these guys have were not mentioned when the story of the servitude ended up 
in national news institutions last week (the week of 14 February): so far, it has been covered in 
News24, the Daily Maverick, the Mail & Guardian, and Radio Sonder Grense, where we enjoyed a 
brief interview with the invincible, quicksilver and kind green journalist Suzanne Paxton.  
I would therefore like to give the names and credentials of the WZBCS committee here. I mention 
their titles because I find it remarkable that a tiny town of 282 inhabitants (2011 census) has 
attracted this number of experts, precisely because they love nature.  
 
  

Wolkberg Zulu 
Alaena margaritacea 

Haenertsburg, Limpopo 
Etienne Terblanche 
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Dr. Bronwyn Egan, botanist and lecturer at the University of Limpopo; Dr. Ingrid van der Merwe, 
mammalogist specialising in light pollution; Vincent Egan, MSc, herpetologist and LEDET 
conservationist; Sylvie Kremer-Köhne, MSc, botanist; Bernardine Altenroxel, MSc, disaster 
management sciences.  
 
For me, these amazing souls are the real heroes of our effort. Of course, here and there I had to 
be tough and act as a glue between the LSA, the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), the local 
community and the farmer but, without this team, it would have been ñno go.ò For example, 
Bronwyn has been brilliant on the synergy-among-people front, among others. Vincent has been 
equally brilliant on the scientific-knowledge and conservation-knowledge fronts, among others. 
Sylvie wrote an appendix listing plant endemics as found on the TL, again among others. Ingrid 
enjoys the ñbionic eyeò and picks up life cycle stages with enviable ease, and she helped me 
considerably in the attempt to monitor the butterflyôs numbers. Recently, sheôs come up with an 
amazing picture comparison of what the northern end of the TL used to look like. The butterfly 
used to fly there but no longer does (watch this space). Bernardine supplied essential weather 
information. And they were instrumental in drawing up the integrated management plan (IMP) and 
reaching decisions about the servitude contract, both of which took more than two years each to 
complete. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The EWT, Ian Little and Cobus Theron in particular, need our enormous thanks for their efforts in 
this project, magnanimously giving crucial legal advice as it unfolded, while footing the 
(magnanimously lowered) bill of Badenhorst Prokureurs in Humansdorp, who were white-hot when 
it came to registering the servitude at the title deeds office.  
 
Collaboration with Ian will absolutely continue. Indeed, the news has already attracted good 
interest also from the professional research community. 
 
I admit that Iôm a bit overwhelmed and even teary about the development, not so much because 
itôs taken three and a half years of sometimes pretty intense negotiations, but because itôs actually 
happened now. (Handkerchiefs welcome - Iôve always been a bit of a soggy and poetic man.) This 
I can confess in good company here among you, who will understand just how much one can be 
drawn to a butterfly or moth and just how much one can care for its existence! Call me foolish, but 
I thank Alaena margaritacea for being exactly what it is, and hope that it will survive as such for 
generations to come. 
 
  

Etienne Terblanche and Gustav van Veijeren Bernardine Altenroxel, Etienne Terblanche, 
Vincent Egan, Sylvie Kremer-Köhne, Ingrid van der 

Merwe, Bronwyn Egan 
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COVERAGE SO FAR: 
Open access: 
 
Daily Maverick 
 

Daily Maverick - A big win for a tiny butterfly 
 
RSG (Radio Sonder Grense) 
 

Potgooi & Post 
(minute 39) 

 
Subscription: 
 
Mail & Guardian 
 

Safety net for rare Wolkberg Zulu 
 
Subscription / occasional open access: 
 
News24 
 

Wolkberg Zulu butterfly gets lifeline 
 
P.S. Some of the information that I gave during the interviews with these papers came out quite 
wrong at their end. As lepidopterists, we will find this bothersome at least for a minute, because 
we care for correct knowledge about the lepidopterans. Iôve made my peace and enjoy the bigger 
picture of actual coverage for them. To my mind, they should be on the front page every day. Their 
story is far more interesting than most of the horrible and frequently predictable little stories that 
we are confronted with daily. I realize that this is a contentious and biased viewpoint but look at 
the worry in my eye. 

 
Alaena margaritacea (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
Etienne Terblanche found Wolkberg Zulu (Alaena margaritacea) 
in small numbers at the Haenertsburg type locality for the first 
time this season. He was able to count seven individuals, all 
male and is increasingly certain that females frequently stay 
within tussocks. 
 
A visit to Serala was rained out, and he could not return via the 
usual route because the rivers were up too high. The day before 
they had recorded more than 100 mm of rain in a couple of 
hours during the night.  
 

  

Wolkberg Zulu 
Alaena margaritacea 

Haenertsburg, Limpopo 
Etienne Terblanche 

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-02-11-big-win-for-a-tiny-butterfly-wolkberg-zulu-gets-legal-protection/
https://www.rsg.co.za/rsg/potgooi-resultaat/?_sft_category=spektrum-potgooi&post_date=20250211
https://mg.co.za/the-green-guardian/2025-02-12-safety-net-for-rare-wolkberg-zulu-butterfly-in-limpopo/
https://www.news24.com/fin24/climate_future/environment/wolkberg-zulu-butterfly-gets-lifeline-as-it-faces-extinction-threat-20250210


7 
 

Metamorphosis 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 35 (December 2024) has been printed. 
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Torben Larsen trophies 
 
We had handed out all our Torben Larsen Tankards, a LepSoc Africa 
trophy awarded annually to the best or most influential publication 
regarding Afrotropical Lepidoptera. Steve Collins of ABRI has come to the 
rescue and has had a further ten trophies made. 
 
We have sufficient trophies to last us until 2035. 
 

 
HBC braai 
 
On Saturday 01 February, the Highveld Butterfly Club (HBC) held its traditional ñyear-startingò 
braai at Happy Acres, Magaliesburg, the venue very kindly provided to us by LSA President Lynn 
Katsoulis. 
 

 

 
Bees, butterflies and bats 
 

Lynn Katsoulis, Julio Balona and Steve Collins hosted a presentation 
at Delta Park, Randburg in January. 
 
The session titled ñBees, butterflies and batsò was very well received 
and there were about 70 attendees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reinier Terblanche 
 
Butterflies, art and natural sciences.  
 
Reinier Terblanche gave a presentation in Afrikaans (his mother 
tongue) about butterflies, art and natural sciences to the elderly 
in Potchefstroom on 14 January 2025. Almost 100 (96) people 
attended. Lively discussions followed!  
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Richtersveld 
 
Mining, succulent poaching and drought push species to the brink in the Richtersveld. SANBIôs 
Domitilla Raimondo reports that South Africa has submitted more than 50 species to the Red List 
of threatened species every year for the past three years, from the Richtersveld region alone, due 
to expanding diamond mining, ongoing drought, illegal succulent poaching and historic livestock 
overgrazing. 
 

Richtersveld 

 
Proposed Afrotropical Lepidoptera Conference in Ghana 
 
LepSoc Africa are planning an international Lepidoptera Conference in Ghana in November. 
Unfortunately, the principal organizer, Szabolcs Sáfián, has been in the field for much of the last 
few weeks, so things havenôt progressed much.  
 
More news to follow shortly: a link to a preliminary programme is included below: 
 

Ghana - Nov 2025 

 
Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula (Adrian Armstrong) 
 
Adrian Armstrong is very concerned about the future of White-spotted Brown Nimble Blue 
(Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula) in KwaZulu-Natal. None of the butterflyôs current range is 
safe, including Umtamvuna Nature Reserve - macadamia orchards are planted up to the reserve 
boundary along one section and some of the insecticides, if not applied properly and under 
appropriate weather conditions, could kill insects in the protected area. Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
tried to get funding to set up a pesticide drift monitoring program but was not successful. Adrian 
has published a paper in BOTHALIA (African Biodiversity & Conservation) which may be viewed 
via the link below: 
 

Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula 
 
If anyone has ideas regarding funding, please let Adrian know 
(adrian.armstrong@kznwildlife.com). 

 
CAB Braai 
 
We hosted a braai at the Centre for African Butterflies (CAB) on 
15 February. The intention was to do some work on the 
collection, prior to a Zoom presentation by Bennie Coetzer. As 
many of you will know, we are trying to pull the Afrotropical 
Butterflies (ATB) encyclopaedia into a database platform, which 
should have several operational and management advantages. 
 
A small, but select group attended the braai, but Bennieôs 
presentation attracted a reasonable number of virtual delegates, 
who were shown a few options. With sufficient funding, the 
possibilities are almost limitless, but whatever happens, we 
should be able to construct a functional, database version of 
ATB. A demo version will be available for perusal shortly. 

Jeremy Dobson, Reinier Terblanche, 
André Coetzer, Lynn Katsoulis and Bennie 

Coetzer 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-02-09-mining-succulent-poaching-and-drought-push-species-to-the-brink-in-the-richtersveld/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kgc2ykh5rvd2jdshognt6/African-Lepidoptera-Workshop-returns-to-Ghana-in-2025.pdf?rlkey=7zk1qo9vdqvbrl72omvtk90vz&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kb7q6a1lb53rev53atd3i/Armstrong-Ehlers-Smith-2024-Endangered-White-spotted-Ketsi-Blue-butterfly-in-KwaZulu-Natal-Bothalia.pdf?rlkey=1uunvaiblq9ktbbv082y7dvo8&e=1&dl=0
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2025/2025-2/adrian.armstrong@kznwildlife.com
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Twelfth International Congress of Forum Herbulot 
 
The twelfth International Congress of Forum Herbulot was held at the Conclave Lodge near 
Cullinan in late January. This is the same venue that Justin and Yolande Bode arranged for the 
LepSoc Africa Conference in September 2014, although in those days it was called the Blue 
Moonlight Lodge. 
 
I attended the first day of the Conference - and Iôm very glad that I did. I was impressed by the 
number of (mainly overseas) delegates, and their level of expertise. Perhaps even more 
importantly, everyone I spoke to was friendly, enthusiastic and willing to share their knowledge 
and experience. 
 

 
A contribution by Prof David Wagner of the University of Connecticut was, on its own, worth the 
admission fee. Davidôs presentation, of just under an hour, was spellbinding. Iôve never previously 
listened to a talk that contained, in almost every sentence, an extraordinary observation, or an 
intriguing question. All illustrated with superb pictures. 
 
For example, did you know that certain Geometrid larvae have two completely different forms, the 
selection of which is triggered by their diet? That some caterpillars utilise colour pigments, 
contained in their host plants, and express these colours beneath their skins utilising a currently 
unknown biological mechanism?  
  

From left to right: Hermann Staude, Liliya and Manfred Ströhle, Poody and John Brown, Julia, Maria Heikkilä, Sven Wiessner, 
Hossein Rajaei (front), Pritha Dey (centre), Cathy Byrne (front), Michael Ochse (rear), David Wagener, Axel Hausmann, Mirko di 

Febbraro (front), Giada Zucco (centre), Sara La Cava, Stefano Scalercio (front), Iva Mihoci (centre), Jeremy Dobson (rear), Tanner 
Matson (rear), Mikael Englund (centre), Sei-Woong Choi (front), Steve Collins (rear), Karoliina Sihvonen (centre), Jannik Wagener 

(rear), Andrea Sciarretta, Pasi Sihvonen 
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That climate change is triggering significant distributional 
changes in many species, but that increased distributions are 
frequently coupled with reduced abundance (Fanie Rautenbach 
and I have previously touched on this issue, with the example of 
Tildia acara). And much more. 
 
I only attended the first day (my knowledge of Geometridae 
could easily be written on a postage stamp), but in retrospect, I 
should have taken part in the full conference. 
 
Next time! 
 

 
 

Apocalypse continued 
 
LepSoc Africaôs Dietmar Ley disagreed with my ñApocalypse Nowò piece in Januaryôs newsletter ï 
he believes I was being overly optimistic. 
 
While Dietmar doesnôt have quantifiable data to work with, he has been light-trapping moths at 
Shandon Estate, Mbombela for many years. His general setup is unaltered, and there has been 
little change to the hills and bushveld over which his light-traps are focussed. 
 
His overall estimate is that, in a 20-year period, abundance of lepidoptera at Shandon has 
decreased by about 90%, and that 50% of the species are gone.  
 
While his estimate is even more dire than mine, I believe itôs quite possible that many nocturnal 
species have fared worse than day-flying butterflies, due to the additional negative impact of light 
pollution. 
 
Dietmar has undertaken trips to a few Mpumalanga and Limpopo sites this summer - 
Lekgalameetse, Mariepskop, Blyde Canyon, Woodbush, Wolkberg - and little has improved his 
mood so far. 
 

 
 
  

Michael Ochse, Julia and Steve Collins 

Hermann Staude Axel Hausmann David Wagener 
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iNaturalist (Steve Woodhall) 

Steve Woodhall is LepSoc Africaôs iNaturalist representative ï he has made some recent 
observations and comments, as follows: 

One of the drawbacks of iNat is how we handle voucher specimens. I know weôve a system going 
for taxa of interest like Aloeides and Thestor, but what happens with other mysteries? 

The other day I was with Brian du Preez when he was 
gathering specimens of a new Indigofera at a local 
nature reserve. He found an early instar larva which 
looked a bit like Lampides boeticus going off the 
paintings in Clark & Dickson, but it turns out I was 
wrong. It was a Leptotes!  

Iôve uploaded everything to iNat (all the links are in this 
record 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/261703361) but 
hereôs the larva: 

Looks different when compared with one I reared on my Plumbago in 2008: 

Unfortunately, thatôs a very old record and predates iNat. 
I canôt even remember if I labelled the adult properly and 
put it in the collection. There are similarities, buté are 
these both pirithous or is one of them different? 

I have the adult that emerged from that recent record, 
but I have no way to set it; all I can do is put a leg into 
alcohol and put the adult in a glassine envelope. What to 
do? Iôd like to get it to the CAB even if no-one is working 
on this genus at present so at least itôs preserved. I can 
PUDO it to you or Martin, or maybe Graham because I 
know he knows how to examine these. 

Thinking about it, we probably need to advise members on what to do if they have something that 
needs a ódetô and they donôt collect. 

 
Reply by Hermann Staude 
 
Hermann Staude was copied with Steveôs observations (above), and replied as follows: 
 
This is a valid rearing and we have been dealing with this question in the CRG for thirteen years 
now. Most diligent contributors to the CRG have been depositing voucher specimens of all their 
reared specimens to us. Only recently, I received further voucher specimens from Magda Botha 
and Julio Balona and the next batch of voucher specimens from the Sharps is awaiting collection. 
All received voucher specimens have been set, labelled, curated and some distributed to taxon 
specialists around the world. They formed the backbone of a number of recent taxonomic 
revisions that furthered our knowledge of the southern African Lepidoptera fauna. In return some 
of our CRG members have been honoured by getting new species named after them. I attach the 
latest of such papers as an example (refer to the link below): 
 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/261703361
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So, the answer to this specific example is simple, submit the rearing to CRG and submit the 
specimen for processing. 
 
But what about the future? For the past thirteen years since the formation of the CRG, I have been 
using Susan Malan, who is permanently in my employ as a specimen setter, to set all CRG 
voucher specimens received. I personally curate the CRG collection and correspond with taxon 
specialists to promote the further study of CRG material. This, together with the CRG publications 
provides exposure and access to researchers worldwide. The many citations and full text reads 
that CRG publications get on ResearchGate are a testimony to the fact that our CRG work does 
get the exposure to the scientific community needed to further the study of our Lepidoptera. 
Tanner Matson from the Smithsonian in Washington DC, in a recent presentation on the study of 
global Lepidoptera host associations, produced the following map of caterpillar rearing hotspots in 
the world. As you can see our CRG features on this map. This would not have happened if our 
rearing work was simply engulfed in a general platform without vouchers.  

 
We are at present preparing the manuscript for the next CRG publication, including around 3 000 
new rearings, for submission to Metamorphosis for consideration.  
 
What we really should be discussing is the future and not try to reinvent the wheel.  
 
I am nearing the point where I will no longer have Susan to set specimens, and I have already 
declared that my personal Lepidoptera time is now almost exclusively focussed on the GMSA 
(Geometroid moths of southern Africa) project. In the near future I will no longer be able to spend 
the time to curate and manage the entire CRG collection as I have done for the past thirteen 
years. I discussed this succession already with Lynn and she has some good ideas that could 
ensure that the CRG continues to produce good work absorbable by mainstream science, without 
using my resources and much of my time. I am very open to concrete suggestions to ensure a 
proper succession. 
 
What I do not support are suggestions that will erode the scientific value of the work done by 
cutting corners. For this study to continue to be substantive, properly curated and accessible, 
voucher specimens are essential. 

 
Gracillariidae  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/36yb4c4l5p93zi308yw7q/Gracillariidae-Staude.pdf?rlkey=q2205y808wwdorjkt6lkyqqje&e=1&dl=0
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Small Blue week 
 
The European Small Blue (Cupido minimus) is the United 
Kingdomôs smallest butterfly, with a wingspan of only 18 - 
25mm. Due to its diminutive size it is an often-overlooked 
species. 
 
The Small Blue is found in small patches where the caterpillarôs 
sole foodplant, Kidney Vetch, grows; the colonies are small and 
often fragmented. It is primarily a coastal species with its 
Scottish stronghold being along the inner and outer Moray Firth, 
with isolated colonies in Caithness and along the Angus 
coastline. 
 
It has undergone a worrying and rapid decline in Scotland over the last twenty years and no one is 
quite sure why. With the help of the Species on the Edge programme volunteers are being sought 
to help survey the Small Blue and provide information on both the butterfly, and the habitat in 
which it lives.  
 

Small Blue week 

 
Mark Liptrot 
 
Former LepSoc Africa member, Mark Liptrot is now based in the UK and is actively involved with 
the above Small Blue project. He undertakes various expeditions throughout the world ï a recent 
contribution from Australia is included below (mainly birds, but there are quite a few interesting 
butterflies)! 
 

Lake Coogee 

 
Verloren Valei 
 
The following two field trips are scheduled for Verloren Valei this season: 
 

¶ Wetlands with Hannes Marais is scheduled for 8th March and always a worthwhile 
introduction to the complex hydrology of wetlands in general and Verloren Valei in 
particular.  

 

¶ Off the beaten track had to be postponed owing to inclement weather and will now take 
place on 5 April. I can take one or two more people on this oneðitôs really a great 
opportunity to visit parts of the reserve that few ever get to see. 

 
James van den Heever 
Secretary: Friends of Verloren Valei 
 
Mobile 083 326 4493 
Web www.verlorenvalei.org.za   
Email info@verlorenvalei.org.za 

 
  

Small Blue 
Cupido minimus 

Beachy Head, UK 
Jeremy Dobson 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/scottish-office/priority-species-updates/small-blue-week
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4ouqj3369c0f220msq6gf/Lake-Coogee-Mark-Liptrot.pdf?rlkey=89dvxhw2bhmrp603hjd5go1eo&e=1&dl=0
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2025/2025-2/info@verlorenvalei.org.za
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SEL congress - August 2025 (David Agassiz and Michal Rindos) 

 
David Agassiz and Michal Rindos have forwarded a further invitation to Augustôs SEL (Society for 
European Lepidopterology) congress near Prague.  
 
Dear fellow lepidopterists, 
 
We would like to cordially invite you to the 2nd African Lepidoptera Meeting outside Africa. The 
first event organised in 2017 by Dr Lukasz Przybylowicz and the Polish Academy of Sciences was 
wonderful, so why not keep the tradition alive. 
 
We have therefore decided to organise this event for the second year as part of the 24th SEL 
Congress in the Czech Republic. All details about the SEL Congress can be found on the website 
https://sel.entu.cas.cz, where you can also register for the event. We have tried to compile a list of 
all participants of the 1st meeting and also to include the contacts of all others involved in African 
fauna. 
 
As the meeting will be part of the 24th SEL conference 2025, the programme is in your hands. 
There will be a general SEL programme, field trips and field collecting. How we structure it will 
depend on the number of participants, oral presentations and posters submitted to this section. 
 
Thank you and we hope this email reaches you well 

 
Butterfly enthusiasts are less competitive than birders 
 
James van den Heever of Friends of Verloren Valei forwarded the following link. Difficult to believe 
as it may be, according to an article in the Daily Telegraph, butterfly enthusiasts are not quite as 
fanatical as their birding counterparts. 
 
ñBy the end of the week (in Montes Universales, 125 miles east of Madrid) we had seen more than 
80 different species (including the Esperôs marbled white), which is significantly more than all the 
butterfly species in Britain put together. But lepidoptery isnôt, I was beginning to understand, about 
simply ticking off a list. Instead, itôs about the quiet joy of people meandering serenely through 
grasses and wild lavender, and the rare luxury of time spent focused on nothing more than the 
living creatures that surround us. Instead of the noise and clamour of daily life, our world had 
become the sound of cicadas, the aromas of juniper, lavender and crushed grass, the intense blue 
of the sky, the heat of the sun and the euphoria of being part of this kaleidoscope of beautyò. 
 

Butterfly enthusiasts are less competitive than birders 

 
  

https://sel.entu.cas.cz/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/spain/montes-universales-butterflies/
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Visit to the Ditsong Museum of Natural History, South Africa 2025 
Jurate De Prins 
 
We would like to thank the staff of the Ditsong Museum of Natural History (Pretoria) for their warm 
and friendly welcome. Coming to work again to this collection is like coming to the basis where we 
started 22 years ago. Time flies, we change, everything changes, but there are places (and it is 
very good) that conserve the best moments of time. For me, it was emotional to read the labels on 
genitalia preparations handwritten by Barbara Dombrowski. I remember her grey short hair cut, 
specific sense of humour and love of brown bread. However, probably the most touching souvenir 
is the gum of Lajos Vári. He did not like e-mails, he sent his notes on our World Catalogue of 
Insects, vol 6, Gracillariidae by many letters written in a very accurate handwriting, and, of course, 
he used this gum to correct his writing. In this Museum, we go far back in time while 
photographing the specimens with the label óteste Aurivilliusô. How can we complain about the long 
(ca. 12 hours) flight with an Airbus to visit this collection while sitting comfortably. In the times of 
Aurivillius he did unimaginable efforts for us to visit and study this collection. 
 
Our primary and main aim of this visit was to enhance, improve and update the Taxonomic 
Database of Afromoths www.afromoths.net with illustrations of imagoes, genitalia of types and 
verified specimens. Working as a team, we photographed between 90ï275 photographs a day. 
However, not the number counts, but the joy of discovery of species we still do not have 
photographs or even did not know how they looked like. This website is based on FAIR principles 
(Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability and Reusability). It is a part of Open Science policy. Let 
me here thank all our dear colleagues who sent images, corrections and comments on this 
website. I am very proud that it served even for the South African Government to negotiate the 
avocados export to China and to avoid misunderstanding in biosecurity issues, knowing very well 
the species of moths attached to avocado plants.  
 
The first slogan I saw in the airport was that Africa strives for digital intelligence and digital future. 
Afromoths www.afromoths.net is not ña futureò anymore, it is presence and the Afrotropical region 
is the first to present to the World a relational dataset of ALL (>30,000 species) of moths in the 
form of updatable in real time, interlinked, structured, machine-readable, living data set. The 
Ditsong Collection is not history, it is the future and a good example for many collections in the 
World.  
 
Jurate & Willy De Prins 
Afromoths www.afromoths.net taxonomic editors 
 
 
  

http://www.afromoths.net/
http://www.afromoths.net/
http://www.afromoths.net/
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Jurate De Prins 
 
Jurate and Willy De Prins, authors of Afromoths, visited the 
Ditsong Museum in Pretoria in February, to undertake further 
work on the project. 
 
Steve Collins and I took Jurate and Willy for lunch, and were 
joined by Jannik Wagner, whom Iôd met a few days earlier at the 
Herbulot Conference near Cullinan. 
 
Jurate has just finished a huge monograph on Australian 
Ornixolinae which included some African genera, described by 
Lajos Vári. The similarities between the micromoth faunas of 
these two continents are striking.  

 
Phegea (Jurate De Prins)  
 
The latest edition of Phegea, the journal of the Flemish Entomological Society may be viewed via 
the link below: 
 

PHEGEA 53-1  
  

Lajos Vári, Jurate and Willy in the TMSA Collection on 20 
November 2004 

One of the letters of Lajos Vari about Afrotropical Gracillariidae 
written on 23 November 2005 

Steve Collins, Jannik Wagener, Jeremy 
Dobson, Willy and Jurate De Prins 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/umxgpaq2fzxbxrjfys76j/Phegea53-1.pdf?rlkey=23m1ijltlmcr1kfc6pphkilo8&e=1&dl=0
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Afrotropical Butterflies 

 
As you probably know, we are endeavouring to switch Afrotropical Butterflies from a Word platform 
to a fully functional, relational database. Aside from data-filtering and searching advantages, this 
should make ATB more accurate, and easier to edit and maintain. National checklists and 
taxonomic statistics will be a click away. 
 
Bennie Coetzer has already undertaken a considerable amount of work in this regard and requires 
additional input before he proceeds further. A meeting was held 15 February, where several 
issues were discussed. 
 
We have compiled a team of people to manage ATB: Jeremy Dobson, Dave Edge, Thomas 
Desloges, Graham Henning, Fanie Rautenbach, and André and Bennie Coetzer. We may require 
further volunteers to manage and edit sections of the new database, once it is operational. 
 
Fanie Rautenbach has commenced with distribution maps for all African butterfly taxa ï a massive 
undertaking ï and has constructed .kmz polygons for several genera, as follows: 
 

Lepella, Trida, Tsitana, Alenia, Argyraspodes, Chrysoritis, Crudaria, Phasis, Trimenia, 
Tylopaedia, Lafron, Thestor, Brephidium, Orachrysops, Durbania, Durbaniella, 
Durbaniopsis, Pardopsis, Aeropetes, Dingana, Dira, Paralethe, Torynesis, Cassionympha, 
Coenyra, Coenyropsis, Melampias, Neita, Paternympha, Pseudonympha, Stygionympha, 
Pharmacophagus and Pieris.  

 
Iôve almost completed Aloeides and will do Erikssonia at the same time. 

 
Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 4 (Dubi Benyamini)  
 
I have three spare copies of this book, which is the third edition in this four-
part series to be published ï it covers the Lycaenidae family. The books are 
available for the discounted price of R2 050, plus postage in SA, if required. 

 
 

Butterflies of the Levant: Volume 1 (Dubi Benyamini) 
 

Dubi is working on the last book in the Butterflies of the Levant series: Volume 1. It will include a 
time-calibrated DNA tree that Dr Martin Wiemers (Senkenberg Institute, Germany) is preparing. 
Dubi is looking for samples of two African butterflies that are rare in this region and only penetrate 
the Levant in its southern borders in SE Egypt and NW Saudi Arabia (Hejaz). The butterflies are: 
 

¶ Spialia diomus 

¶ Afrogegenes hottentota 
 
Leg-samples should be as fresh as possible. Iôve got Afrogegenes (now Gegenes) hottentota, but 
if anyone can help with S. diomus, please let me know. If you can get samples to me, Iôll ensure 
that they get delivered to Dubi 
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Eresiomera (Michel Libert) 
 
LepSoc Africaôs Michel Libert has published a 
major revision to genus Eresiomera (the 
Pearlies). There are eleven new species (blue) 
and three new subspecies (green), as 
summarised in the list below. The Afrotropical 
Butterflies checklist has been updated, but the 
new common names are provisional, pending 
receipt of the paper, which Michel is going to 
send me shortly. 
 
 
FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME 

Eresiomera isca (Hewitson, 1873) 

Eresiomera isca isca (Hewitson, 1873) 

Eresiomera isca occidentalis Collins & Larsen, 1998 

Eresiomera isca orientalis Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera nancy Collins & Larsen, 1998 

Eresiomera australis Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera ginettae Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera ginettae ginettae Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera ginettae equatorialis Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera roberti Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera kiellandi Larsen, 1998 

Eresiomera ouesso (Stempffer, 1962) 

Eresiomera carolinae Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera campbelli Collins & Larsen, 1998 

Eresiomera clenchi (Stempffer, 1961) 

Eresiomera osheba (Holland, 1890) 

Eresiomera rougeoti (Stempffer, 1961) 

Eresiomera magnimacula (Rebel, 1914) 

Eresiomera magnimacula magnimacula (Rebel, 1914) 

Eresiomera magnimacula congoana Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera femina Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera camerouna Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera rutilo (Druce, 1910) 

Eresiomera nigeriana (Stempffer, 1962) 

Eresiomera mitumba Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera phaeochiton (Grünberg, 1910) 

Eresiomera phillipi Collins & Larsen, 1998 

Eresiomera burgeoni Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera amieti Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera bicolor (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1890) 

Eresiomera jacksoni (Stempffer, 1969) 

Eresiomera punctatissima Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera michelae Libert, 2025 

Eresiomera petersi (Stempffer & Benett, 1956) 

Eresiomera cornesi (Stempffer, 1969) 

  
Andrew Noss and Dave Edge are updating Afrotropical Butterflies accordingly. 
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Eurema 
 
A new paper, by a team of authors including LepSoc Africaôs Dino Martins and Szabolcs Sáfián, 
has been published in Journal of Biogeography. 
 
ñAround the World in 26 Million Years: Diversification and Biogeography of Pantropical Grass- 
Yellow Eurema Butterflies (Pieridae: Coliadinae)ò evaluates the relationships and evolutionary 
history of the Grass Yellows. The paper hypothesizes that this group of butterflies originated in the 
Americas and reached their current distributions via dispersal; the African representatives appear 
to originate from southeast Asia. 
 
The implications, for the Afrotropical Butterflies checklist, is that Terias is no more: all African 
Grass Yellows belong in a single genus and a single subgenus Eurema (Eurema). 
 
The above revision appears to have been favourably received in 
general, although I have my reservations. It appears that the 
authors of this paper arrived at a similar phylogenetic 
arrangement to Zhang and Grishin, but considered that the 
branches were too recent, and the species concerned too 
homogeneous, to justify separate genera.  
 
While itôs difficult to argue with the second point, one could make 
a strong case for retaining different genera, based on the 
duration of genetic separation. In any case, if genera are to be 
clustered, based largely on appearance, this must be done 
consistently and apply equally in the case of very different 
looking butterflies: for example, how can Papilio antimachus and 
P. nireus be in the same genus (or Chrysoritis phosphor and C. 
thysbe for that matter)? 
 
Another point is that by pushing genus nodes too far back in time, one loses more recent 
information. For example, Eurema brigitta and Eurema hecabe are on differing evolutionary 
branches. This was reflected in the Zhang and Grishin paper ï the species were in subgenera 
Maiva and Terias respectively, but this information is now lost. Obviously one can create species-
groups, but this has less taxonomic weight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
Eurema brigitta brigitta 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Riemland (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
As noted in Januaryôs newsletter, Dave Edge, in his personal capacity, secured a role in a large 
ecological investigation. A 60 000-hectare site, south of Heilbron in the Free State, has been 
allocated for a wind-farming development; this area was evaluated by the DFFEôs screening tool 
as potentially harbouring the Endangered butterfly Heilbron Indigo Blue (Orachrysops mijburghi), 
and as a result Dave initiated a specialist study to see whether mijburghi occurred (or could likely 
occur) within the site.  
 
Dave undertook a preliminary investigation to establish the most likely areas of occupation of the 
butterfly, and a total of 22 properties (20 farms) were identified for butterfly surveys. Andrew Mayer 
and Jeremy Dobson have completed surveys of all the farms, with the assistance of Chris Dobson. 
We recorded a total of 44 species, of which Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui), African Meadow 
White (Pontia helice) and Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) were the most commonly 
encountered. Rather surprisingly, Toothed Russet (Aloeides dentatis) was found on 9 of the 20 
farms that were surveyed; whether these represent the nominate taxa, or subspecies maseruna is 
yet to be determined, by samples will be barcoded to help evaluate this decision. 
 
The highlight was the discovery of a colony of mijburghi at the farm Kronendal on  
19 November. While the butterfly was not common at the site, it should be noted that mijburghi 
could not be found at all at the Type Locality (TL), north of Heilbron. Itôs possible that the 
Kronendal site represents the strongest colony of this butterfly known to date. We revisited 
Kronendal on 13 February, and mijburghi was still flying in small numbers. 
 

 
 
 

 

Pirate 
Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe 

Petrus Steyn, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson  

Pioneer Caper White 
Belenois aurota 

Heilbron, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson 

African Yellow Pansy 
Junonia hierta cebrene 

Petrus Steyn, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson  

Twin-spot Nimble Blue 
Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia 

Petrus Steyn, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson  

Brown Nimble Blue 
Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi 

Heilbron, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson 

Toothed Russet 
Aloeides dentatis 

Petrus Steyn, Free State 
Jeremy Dobson  
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FAMILY SUBFAMILY FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME ENGLISH NAME

HESPERIIDAE HESPERIINAE Gegenes (Afrogegenes) letterstedti  (Wallengren, 1857) Brown Dodger 1 1

HESPERIIDAE PYRGINAE Agyllia asterodia  (Trimen, 1864) Star Sandman 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

HESPERIIDAE PYRGINAE Spialia (Platygnathia) ferax  (Wallengren, 1863) Striped Sandman 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7

HESPERIIDAE PYRGINAE Spialia (Spialia) mafa mafa  (Trimen, 1870) Speckled Sandman 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides aranda  (Wallengren, 1857) Apricot Russet 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides dentatis dentatis  (Swierstra, 1909) Toothed Russet 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides henningi  Tite & Dickson, 1973 Hillside Russet 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides maluti  Pringle, 1983 Maluti Russet 1 1

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides molomo molomo  (Trimen, 1870) Mottled Russet 1 1

LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Aloeides trimeni trimeni  Tite & Dickson, 1973 Brown Russet 1 1

LYCAENIDAE LYCAENINAE Lafron clarki  (Dickson, 1971) Eastern Sorrel Copper 1 1 1 3

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Leptomyrina henningi henningi  Dickson, 1976 Plain Black-eye 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Cupidopsis jobates jobates  (Hopffer, 1855) Tailed Meadow Blue 1 1

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Azanus ubaldus  (Stoll, [1782]) Velvet-spotted Babul Blue 1 1 1 3

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena  (Wallengren, 1857) Pink Cupreous Ash Blue 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Eicochrysops messapus messapus  (Godart, [1824]) Cupreous Ash Blue 1 1 2

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Tarucus sybaris sybaris  (Hopffer, 1855) Dotted Pierrot 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Zintha hintza hintza  (Trimen, 1864) Blue Pied Pierrot 1 1

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Cacyreus fracta fracta  (Grünberg, 1911) Water Bronze 1 1

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Lampides boeticus  (Linnaeus, 1767) Pea Blue 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Leptotes pirithous pirithous  (Linnaeus, 1767) Common Zebra Blue 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi  Cottrell, 1965 Ketsi Giant Cupid 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Lepidochrysops patricia  (Trimen, 1887) Patrician Giant Cupid 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia  (Butler, 1898) Twin-spot Giant Cupid 1 1 2

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Orachrysops mijburghi  Henning & Henning, 1994 Heilbron Cupid 1 1

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Freyeria trochylus  (Freyer, [1844]) Brown Grass Jewel 1 1 1 1 1 5

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Zizeeria knysna knysna  (Trimen, 1862) African Grass Blue 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10

LYCAENIDAE POLYOMMATINAE Zizula hylax  (Fabricius, 1775) Tiny Grass Blue 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8

NYMPHALIDAE BIBLIDINAE Byblia ilithyia  (Drury, 1773) Spotted Joker 1 1 2

NYMPHALIDAE DANAINAE Danaus chrysippus orientis  (Aurivillius, 1899) African Plain Tiger 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

NYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE Acraea neobule  Doubleday, [1847] Wandering Donkey Acraea 1 1

NYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE Telchinia rahira rahira  (Boisduval, 1833) Marsh Amber 1 1 1 1 1 5

NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE Hypolimnas misippus  (Linnaeus, 1764) Mimic Diadem 1 1

NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE Junonia hierta cebrene  Trimen, 1870 African Yellow Pansy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15

NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE Junonia orithya madagascariensis  Guenée, 1865 African Blue Pansy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17

NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe  (Stoll, [1781]) Pirate 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE Vanessa (Vanessa) cardui  (Linnaeus, 1758) Painted Lady 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 20

PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE Papilio (Princeps) demodocus demodocus  Esper, [1798] Common Citrus Swallowtail 1 1 1 3

PIERIDAE COLIADINAE Catopsilia florella  (Fabricius, 1775) African Migrant 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

PIERIDAE COLIADINAE Colias electo electo  (Linnaeus, 1763) African Clouded Yellow 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

PIERIDAE COLIADINAE Terias (Maiva) brigitta brigitta  (Stoll, [1780]) Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 1 1

PIERIDAE PIERINAE Belenois aurota  (Fabricius, 1793) Pioneer Caper White 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 18

PIERIDAE PIERINAE Belenois creona severina  (Stoll, 1781) Southern African Caper White 1 1

PIERIDAE PIERINAE Pontia helice  (Linnaeus, 1764) African Meadow White 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 19
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From KwaZulu to Swaziland (Ezwatini) 
By Hanna Roland  
  

We started our travel itinerary in the Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve near the little town of 
Heidelberg, 1 hour drive south of Johannesburg. This name reminds us of the university town in 
Germany where we both studied and met each other.  
 
It was January and the sky promised some rain or cloudy weather.  
A Notodontid caterpillar and two Lycaenid butterflies in copula were greeting us.      
 

 
  
Our next destination was a well-known member of LEPSOC 
AFRICA who agreed to receive us: Kevin Cockburn and his 
wife Stella even offered us to stay overnight and we gladly 
accepted, as we felt very comfortable with the whole family.  
 
The following day they went with us to the nearby Greytown 
Safari Lodge Montello. There we discovered some nice 
species like the green Geometrid with its red eyespots, the 
white Erebid with its fine graphic design and a magnificent 
Notodontid.  
  

      
 
 

Suikerbosrand Nature 
Reserve 

Hanna Roland 

Sarimarais bicolor 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 

Zintha hintza 
Lycaenidae 

Hanna Roland 

Traminda ocellata 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Leucaloa eugraphica 
Arctiinae 

Hanna Roland 

Rigema ornata 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 
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In the green surroundings. We found two caterpillars, one rather big and the other very small and 
well camouflaged on Erianthemum dregei.  
  
We had decided to visit the famous Wild Coast, passing Oribi Gorge on the way. Our lodge was 
situated in the hills above the sea, and it offered a lot of moth encounters at night.  
 

      
Three green Geometridae came to the lodge  
  

  
The last one has lost some of his green color, probably because of the abundance of rain that we 
also experienced. An Erebid and a Metarbelid showed up.  
  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amphicallia bellatrix 
Arctiinae 

Hanna Roland 

Iolaus silarus 
Lycaenidae 

Hanna Roland 

Indian Ocean Waterfront 
near Mbotyi Lodge 

Hanna Roland 

Thalassodes opaca 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Traminda obversata  
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Prasinocyma pupillata 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Bonaberiana crassiquama 
Calpinae 

Hanna Roland 

Lebedodes natalica 
Metarbelidae 

Hanna Roland 

Landscape near lodge 
Hanna Roland 
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The landscape behind the lodge was rather deprived of trees, 
probably because there were little huts everywhere in the hills 
and goats roaming around.      
We also booked a boat trip on the nearby river with a 
bushwalk afterwards.   
 
The first caterpillar we found on a dead branch was extremely 
bizarre, the second one very colorful. At night we waited for 
the winged visitors that came promptly.  
 

    
     
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ogoa simplex 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Coeliades keithloa 
Hesperiidae 

Hanna Roland 

Achaea klugii 
Erebinae 

Hanna Roland 

Comostolopsis stillata 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Rosinella rosinaria 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 

Neocleora nigrisparsalis 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 
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It had started to rain heavily, and when we took a little walk on the earth roads we got really stuck 
in the deep mud. So we decided to leave earlier than planned and the lodge manager accepted. 
We were happy when we reached the paved road.  
 
Then we came to Ingeli Forest, where we stayed only one night and could photograph the 
following three moths:  
  

                
 
But our next stop was a real highlight: The Gazebo Lodge, 
situated not far from Hluhluwe Game Park. During the day we 
explored the surroundings, where we found many caterpillars.  
 
The night brought us a lot of moth encounters starting with a 
red-winged Saturniid, a small bicolored Nolid and a tricolored 
Notodontid.  
  
  

 
 

 
  
Three Geometridae showed up, too.  

Pseudrethona albicans 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 

Ceromitia wahlbergi 
Adelidae 

Hanna Roland 

Gorgopis fuscalis 
Hepialidae 

Hanna Roland 

Near Gazebo Lodge, KZN 
Hanna Roland 

Goodia kuntzei 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

Meganola steniphona 
Nolidae 

Hanna Roland 

Antheua tricolor 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 
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From Gazebo we ventured to nearby False Bay. There we immersed in real bush life with old 
trees, wild shrubs and ï first of all ï a spectacular caterpillar on Carissa macrocarpa and another 
rather bizarre one, that I could not reliably identify. And one even more bizarre presented itself.  
  

  

         
        
Then we found the caterpillar of the very frequent and well-known Achaea lienardi in a black 
colour variation. The night-parade brought us various other visitors.  
  

Allochrostes impunctata 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Zamarada pulverosa 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Xylopteryx prasinaria 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

   False Bay, KZN 
Hanna Roland 

Bushwalks at False Bay 
Hanna Roland 

Melanocera menippe 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 

Maurilia arcuata 
Chloephorinae 
Hanna Roland 
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The design of Aroa discalis differs between male and female.  
There came two Saturniid species, that are also quite frequent,  
Gynanisa maja and Aurivillius fuscus.  
 
In full daylight we found this reticulated Notodontid on our terrace.  
  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

  
  
  
When night fell, I could photograph many more moth species.  
  

Achaea lienardi 
Erebinae 

Hanna Roland 

Parapluda invitabilis 
Limacodidae 

Hanna Roland 

Dicranuropsis vilis 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Aroa discalis, female 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Gynanisa maja 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

Aurivillius fuscus 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

Anaphe reticulata 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 
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On our next bushwalk we encountered the little Papilionid-caterpillar on Uvaria caffra and the 
beautifully designed Erebid.  
  

  
  
  

Thyretes caffra 
Thyretidae 

Hanna Roland 

Leipoxais peraffinis 
Lasiocampidae 
Hanna Roland 

Chasmina vestae 
Bagisarinae 

Hanna Roland 

Bracharoa quadripunctata 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Diota rostrata 
Arctiinae 

Hanna Roland 

Acronicta verbenata 
Acronyctinae 

Hanna Roland 

Bushwalk 
near Gazebo 

Hanna Roland 

Graphium antheus 
Papilionoidae 
Hanna Roland 

Laelia lunensis 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 
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The final night brought us more remarkable moths:  
  

         
The striking Saturniid will be our good-bye to Gazebo Lodge accompanied by his caterpillar, which 
we found one year later, when we came back in November 2007.  
  

     

                                      
 
Then we stopped at a beautifully 
located place, situated high above 
the Pongola river, the Mvubu 
Lodge, in the Pongola Game 
Reserve.  
 
We immediately started for a 
bush-walk with a local guide.  
  
      
   
 
 
  

Idaea sublimbaria 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Lasiochlora diducta 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Laelia darki 
Lasiocampidae 
Hanna Roland 

Usta terpsichore 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

View over Pongola River 
Hanna Roland 



31 
 

An eye-catching caterpillar of Lymantriinae was our first find, followed by a good-looking 
Eupterotid-cat. On Malvaceae we discovered one of the classic Acontia caterpillars.  
 

            
When it got dark a shiny white Lasiocampid as well as two Erebidae-species arrived  
             

    
Furthermore, a brown and white Erebid and a bright yellow Geometrid showed up.  
  

                        
 
 
 
 

Cropera testacea 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Phiala incana 
Eupterotidae 

Hanna Roland 

Acontia guttifera 
Acontiinae 

Hanna Roland 

Bombycomorpha pallida 
Lasiocampidae                           
Hanna Roland 

Egnasia vicaria 
Calpinae 

Hanna Roland 

Dasychira extatura 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Sommeria meridionalis 
Aganainae 

Hanna Roland 

Lhommeia subapicata 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 

Mbuluzi Nature Reserve 
Hanna Roland 
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After this stop we crossed the border to Swaziland (Eswatini), which was our principal destination. 
We started at the Mbuluzi Nature Reserve near Simunye and were glad to quickly discover two 
caterpillars on a bushwalk, the first one on Combretum.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
Then we left the forest section and reached an idyllic creek with green islands and dragonflies. 
And there one of my secret dreams came true. I had already seen a picture of the Amyops-
caterpillar and since then dearly wanted to find it myself.  
 
I will never forget the moment I took the photo of this cherished little wonder.  
        

   
  
 

 
We had booked three days in Phophoyane Falls Lodge, our next point of interest.  
The first walk was ï of course ï to this famous waterfall. It was a charming landscape, green hills 
and promising trees and bushes, where insects live. We discovered a black-and-white Cerambycid 
beetle and a red and white exotically shaped Gasteracantha spider with six thorny projections, two 
of them large and curved. Finally we stood in front of the impressive waterfall.           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hemerophanes libyra 
Lymantriinae 

Hanna Roland 

Graphium policenes 
Papilionidae 

Hanna Roland 

Mbuluzu Nature Reserve 
Eswatini 

Hanna Roland 

Amyops ingens 
Notodontidae 
Hanna Roland 
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We had been installed in a rondavel in the midst of the bush. Strolling around we made the 
exciting discovery of an eye-catching caterpillar.  
 
The night-light attracted several moths. The big Saturniid, Urota sinope had laid eggs on the wall.  
  

        
I photographed three more interesting species:  
  

                      
After this stay we had to leave Swaziland (Eswatini) and return to Mpumalanga. When we are 
travelling, we periodically stop at the roadside, where we have the feeling that we could find some 
caterpillar. And the experience proved us right. This time we searched the green near Malelane 
and we were presented with two exceptional beauties, the red form and the green form of 
Eudocima materna.  

Landscape at Phophoyane 
Hanna Roland 

Walk to waterfall 
Hanna Roland 

Phophoyane Falls 
Hanna Roland 

Rhanidophora cinctigutta 
Calpinae 

Hanna Roland 

Urota sinope 
Saturniidae 

Hanna Roland 

Racinoa ficicola 
Bombycidae                           

Hanna Roland 

Thaumetopoea apologetica 
Thaumetopoinae 

Hanna Roland 

Chiasmia geminilinea 
Geometridae 

Hanna Roland 


